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GRAND  DIVISIONS  of  the  UNITED  STAIIBS^ 


A  M  E  American  PvEpublic,  of  which  we  have  in  the  preceding 
volume  given  a  general  account,  ccnfifls  of  three  grand  di\rtIions, 
denominated  the  Northern,  or  more  properly  Eastern,  Middle, 
and  Southern  States. 

T\\^JirJ}  divifion,  the  Northern  or  Eajiern  States,  comprehends 
Vermont,  Massachusetts, 

New-Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 

District  of  Mainel,  belonging       Connecticut. 
to  MafTachufetts. 
Thefe  are  called  the  New-England  States,  and  comprehend  that 
part  of  America,  which,  fince  the  year  1614,  ^^s  been  known  by  the 
name  of  New-England. 

T^i^fecond  diviiion,  the  Middle  States^  comprehends 
New-York,  Delaware, 

New-Jersey,  Territory,  N.W.  of  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania, 

The  third  divifion,  the  Southern  States,  comprehends 
Maryland,  Territory  S.  of  Ohio, 

Virginia,  South-Carolina, 

Kentucky,  Gjsorgia. 

North -Carolina, 
Of  each  of  thefe  we  Ihall  now  treat  particula^ily  in  their  order. 
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NEW-ENGLAND; 
Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN.  STATE'S. 

SITUATION,  BOUNDARIES,  &c. 

-L^  ew-England  lies  between  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lat.  apid 
between  i  degree  30  minutes,  and  8  degrees  E.  Lon.  from  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  is  bounded  north  by  Lower-Canada;  eaft,  by  the  province 
of  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  fouth,  by  the  fame 
ocean,  and  Long-Iiland  found;  weft,  by  the  State  of  New-York.  It 
lies  in  the  form  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle.  Its  weft  line,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  By  ram  river,  vrhich  empties  into  Long-Ifland  found 
at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  Conncdticut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a 
little  eaft  of  north,  until  it  ftrikes  the^45th  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  curves  to  the  eaftward  almoft  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Its  climate  is^very  healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  in- 
habitants; for  it  is  eftimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  to 
the  age  of  feventy  years;  and  about  one  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to 
eighty  years  and  upwards. 

Nor^h-weft,  weft,  and  fouth-weft  winds,  are  the  moft  prevalent. 
Eaft  and  north-eaft'  Vv'inds,  which  are  unelaftic  and  difagreeabie,  are 
frequent  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  particularly  in  April  and 
May,  on  the  fea  coafb.  The  weather  is  lefs  variable  than  in  the 
Middle  and  efpecially  the  Southern  States,  and  more  fo  than  in  Ca- 
nada. The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  are  from  20°  below,  to  100°  above  o.  The  medium  is 
from  48''  to  ro°.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  on  account  of 
the  drynefs  of  their  atmofphere,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience, 
a  greater  degree  cf  heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moifter  climate.  It 
is  fupjTcfed  by  fome  phiiofophers,  that  the  difference  of  moifture 
in  the  atmofphere  in  Pcnnfylvania  and  New-England  is  fuch,  as  that 
a  perfon  might  bear  at  leaft  ten  degrees  of  heat  more  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former.  -^^ 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  in  England  annually,  is  computed 
to  be  twenty-four  inches;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  and  in  New- 
England  from  forty-eight  to  fifty  inches ;  and  yet  in  New-England 
they  fuffer  more  from  drought  than  in  either  of  the  forementioned 
countries,  although  they  have  more  than  double  the  quantity  of  rain. 
Thefe  fadts  evince  tlie  reaurkabie  drynefs  of  the  atmofphere  in  this 
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eaflern  divifion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  JDart  account  for  its 
fingular  healthfulnefs.  Winter  commonly  commences,  in  its  feve- 
rity,  about  the  middle  of  December — fometimes  earHer,  and  fome- 
times  not  till  Chriftmas.  Cattle  are  fed  or  houfed,  in  the  northern 
parts  of  New-England,  from  about  the  20th  of  Nov.  to  the  aoth  of 
May ;  in  the  fouthern  parts  not  quite  fo  long.  There  have  been 
frofts  in  almoft  every  month  in  the  year,  though  not  in  the  fame 
year  ;  but  not  very  injurious. 
The  difeafes  moft  prevalent  in  New-England  are  the  following,  viz. 
.  Alvine  Fluxes,  Inflammatory,  -«| 

St.  Anthony's  Fire,        Slow,  nervous,  and  [-Fevers. 

Afthma,  Mixed  J 

Atrophy,  Pulmonary  Confumption, 

Catarrh,  Quinfy, 

Colic,  Rheumatifm. 

Thefe  diforders,  of  which  the  pulmonary  confumption  istnuch  the 
moft  deftrudive,  are  commonly  the  effeft  of  impriident  expofures  to 
cold  and  rainy  weather,  evening  air,  and  the  wearing  of  damp  linen  ; 
or  from  frequent  exceffes  in  the  ufe  of  flrong  liquors,  efpecially 
of  frefh  diftilled  rum,  which  in  too  many  inflances  prove  the  bane  of 
morals,  and  the  ruin  of  families. 

The  fmall  pox,  which  is  a  fpeciiic,  infectious  difeafe,  is  not  allowed 
at  prefent  to  be  communicated  by  inoculation,  except  in  hofpitals 
ereded  for  that  purpofe  in  bye  places,  and  in  cales  where  there  is  a 
probability  of  a  general  fpread  of  the  infedion  in  a  town.  Nor  is 
this  difeafe  permitted  to  be  communicated  generally  by  inoculation, 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  except  New-York,  Nevvjerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  South-Carolina. 

In  populous  towns,  the  prevalent  difeafes  are  more  numerous  and 
complicated,  owing  to  want  of  frefh  air  and  exercife,  and  to  luxurious 
and  faftiionable  living. 

Dr.  Foulke*  has  obferved,  that  *'  in  other  countries,  men  are 
divided  according  to  their  wealth  or  indigence,  into  three  claffes ; 
the  opijLENT,  the  middling,  and  the  poor  j  the  idlenefs,  luxuries, 
-and  debaucheries  of  the  firft,  and  the  mifery  and  too  frequent  in- 
temperance of  the  laft,  deftroy  the  greater  proportion  of  thefe  two. 
The  intermediate  clafs  is  below  thofe  indiilgencies  which  prove  fatal 

'^  In  a  difcouife  which  he  lately  read  before  the  Arr.erican  PhilofopHc.ii  Society. 
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to  the  rich,  and  above  thofe  fufFerings  to  which  the  unfortunate  poof 
fall  vi6tims :  this  is  therefore  the  happiefl:  divilion  of  the  three. 
Gf  the  rich  and  poor,  the  American  States  furnifli  a  much  fmaller 
proportion  than  any  other  diftrid  of  the  known  world.  In  Connec- 
ticut particularly,  the  diitribution  of  wealth  and  its  concomitants 
is  more  equal  than  clfevvhere,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  excefs  or  want 
of  wealth  may  prove  deflrudive  or  falutary  to  life,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State  may  plead  exemption  from  difeafc^s."  What  this  writer 
fays  of  Connedicut  in  particular,  will,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
apply  to  New-England  at  large.  \' 

PACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  MOUNTAINS,  &c. 

New-England  is  a  high,  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts  a  mountainous 
country,  formed  by  nature  to  be  inhabited  by  a  hardy  race  of  free 
independent  republicans. — The  mountains  are  comparatively  fmail, 
running  nearly  north  and  fouth  in  ridges  parallel  to  each  other. 
Between  thefe  ridges  flow  the  great  rivers  in  majeilic  meanders,  re- 
ceiving the  innumerable  rivulets  and  larger  ftreams  which  proceed 
from  the  mountains  on  each  fide.  To  a  fpe6lator  on  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  the  vales  between  the  ridges,  while  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  exhibit  a  romantic  appearance.  They  feem  an  ocean  of 
woods,  fwelled  and  deprefTed  in  its  furface  like  that  of  the  great  ocean 
itfelf.  A  richer  though  lefs  romantic  view  is  prefented,  when  the 
valleys,  by  induilrious  hulbandmen,  have  been  cleared  of  their 
natural  growth;  and  the  fruit  of  their  labour  appears  in  loaded 
orchards,  extenfive  meadows,  covered  with  large  herds  of  flieep  and 
neat  cattle,  and  rich  fields  of  fTax,  corn,  and  the  various  kinds  of 
grain.  Thefe  valleys,  which  have  received  the  exprefTive  name  of 
intervale  lands,  are  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  twenty  miles  ;  and 
by  the  annual  inundations  of  the  rivers  which  flow  through  them, 
there  is  frequently  an  accumulation  of  rich,  fat  foil,  left  upon  their 
furface  when  the  waters  retire. 

There  are  four  principal  ranges  of  mountains,  pafling  nearly  frorh 
north-eaft  to  fouth-weft  through  New-England.  Thefe  confift  of  a 
multitude  of  parallel  ridges,  each  having  many  fpurs,  deviating  from 
the  courfe  of  the  general  range ;  which  fpurs  are  again  broken  into 
irregular  hilly  land.  The  main  ridges  terminate,  fometimes  in  high 
blutF  heads,  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  fometimes  by  a  gradual  defcent 
in  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  One  of  the  main  ranges  runs 
behveei)  Connedicut  and  Hudfon  rivers.  This  range  branches  and 
a  bounds 
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bounds  the  vales  through  which  flows  the  Houfatonick  river.  The 
moft  eailern  ridge  of  this  range  terminates  in  a  bhifFhead  at  Meriden; 
a  fecond  ends  in  hke  manner  at  Willingford,  and  a  third  at 
New-Haven.  In  Lyme,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Conne<5licut  river, 
another  range  of  mountains  commences,  forming  the  eaflern  boun- 
dary of  Connecticut  vale.  This  range  tends  northerly,  at  the  dif- 
tance,  generally,  of  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  eaft  from  the  river, 
and  pafles  through  MalTachufetts,  where  tlie  range  takes  the  name  of 
C/jickaiee  Mountain ;  thence  eroding  into  New-Hampftiire,  at  the 
difbnce  of  about  twenty  miles  from  the  MaiTachufctts  line,  it  runs  up 
into  a  very  high  peak,  called  MonaJnick^  which  terminates  this  ridge 
of  the  range.  A  weftern  ridge  continues,  and  in  about  latitude  43® 
20'  runs  up  into  Sunipee  mountains.  About  fifty  miles  further,  ia 
tht  fame  ridge,  is  Moofcoog  mountain.  A  third  range  begins  near 
Stonington  in  Connedicut.  It  takes  its  courfe  north-eafterly,  and 
is  fbmetimes  broken  and  diicontinued  ;  it  then  rifes  again,  and  ranges 
in  the  fame  direction  into  Nevv-Hampfliire,  where,  in  latitude  43°  25', 
it  runs  up  into  a  high  peak  called  Coixfa'waJJcog,  The  fourth  range 
has  a  humble  beginning  about  Hopkinton  in  Mafllichufetts.  The 
eaftern  ridge  of  this  range  runs  north  by  Watertown  and  Concord, 
and  crofTes  Merrimack  river  at  Pantucket-Fails.  In  Nevv-Hamplliire, 
it  rifes  into  feveral  high  peaks,  of  which  the  White  mountains  are  the 
principal.  From  thefe  White  mountains  a  range  continues  north- 
eaft,  crofting  the  eaft  boundary  of  Nevv-Hampfliire,  in  latitude 
44°  30',  and  forms  the  height  of  land  between  Kennebeck  and  Chau- 
diere  rivers.  Thefe  ranges  of  mountains  are  full  of  lakes,  ponds, 
and  fprings  of  water,  that  give  rife  to  numberlefs  ftreams  of  various 
lizes,  which,  interlocking  each  other  in  every  direcHrion,  and  falling 
over  the  rocks  in  romantic  cafcades,  flow  meandering  into  the 
rivers  below.  No  country  on  the  globe  is  better  watered  than  New'» 
England. 

On  the  fea-coaft  the  land  is  low,  and  in  many  parts  level  and  fandy. 
In  the  valleys,  between  the  forementioned  ranges  of  mountains,  the 
land  is  generally  broken,  and  in  many  places  rocky,  but  of  a  ftrong 
rich  foil,  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  good  advantage,  which  alfo  is 
the  cafe  with  many  fpots  even  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &:c. 
The  foil,  as  may  be  co'lcded  from  what  has  been  faid,  muft  be  very 
various.     Each  tract  of  different  foil  is  diftinguiflied  by  its  peculiar 
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« 
vegetation,  and  is  pronounced  good,   middling,   or  bad,  from  the 

fpecies  of  trees  which  it  produces ;  and  from  one  fpecies  generally 
predominating  in  each  foil,  has  originated  the  defcriptive  names  of 
oak  land,  birch,  beech,  and  chefnut  lands,  pine,  barren,  maple,  afh, 
and  cedar  fwamps,  as  each  fpecies  happens  to  predominate.  Inter- 
mingled with  thofe  predominating  fpecies  are  walnut,  firs,  elm,  hem- 
lock, magnolia,  moofe  wood,  faflafras,  &c,  &c.  The  beft  lands  pro- 
duce walnut  and  chefnut ;  the  next,  beech  and  oak )  lands  of  the 
third  quality  produpe  fir  and  pitch  pine;  the  next,  whortleberry 
and  barberry  bufhes;  and  the  pooreft  produce  nothing  but  marfliy 
imperfect  flirubs.  Among  the  flowering  trees  and  fhrubs  in  the 
forefts  are  the  red-flowering  maple,  the  fafl"afras,  the  locufl-tree,  the 
tulip-tree,  honeyfuckle,  wild  rofe,  dogwood,  elm,  leather-tree,  laurel, 
hawthorn.  Sec.  which  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  give  the  woods  a 
moft  beautiful  appearance,  and  fill  them  with  a  delicious  fragrance. 
Among  the  fruits  which  grow  w!ld,  are  the  feveral  kinds  of  grapes ; 
whicli  are  fmall,  four,  and  thick  Ikinned.  The  vines  on  which  they 
grow  are  very  luxuriant,  often  overfpreading  the  higheft  trees  in  the 
forefts ',  and,  without  doubt,  might  be  greatly  meliorated  by  proper 
cultivation.  Befides  thefe,  are  the  wild  cherries,  white  and  red 
mulberries,  cranberries,  walnuts,  hazelnuts,  chefniits,  butter-nuts, 
beech -nuts,  wild  plumbs  and  pears,  w  horde-berries,  bilberries,  goofe- 
berries,  flrawberries,  &:c. 

The  foil  in  the  interior  country  is  calculated  for  the  culture  of 
Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp  (for  which  the  foil  and 
climate  are  peculiarly  proper)  buck-wheat,  beans,  peas,  &c.  In 
many  of  the  inland  parts  wheat  is  raifed  in  large  quantities ;  but  on 
the  fea-coafl:  it  has  never  been  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  being  fubje6l 
to  blafls.  The  fruits  which  the  country  yields  from  culture,  are, 
apples  in  the  greatefl:  plenty ;  of  thefe  cyder  is  made,  which  con- 
ftitutes  the  principal  drink  of  the  inhabitants ;  alfo  pears  of  various 
f^ts,  quinces,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  apricots,  &:c. 

Dr.  Cutler  has  furniflied  the  following  catalogue  of  flowering 
ihrubs  and  plants  in  New-England,  which,  from  the  attention  he 
has  paid  to  natural  hiflory,  we  have  reafon  to  rely  upon  as  accurate. 

Blue  flag,  Iris  vlrginica^ — Globe  Flower,  Cephalanthus  occidentalism 
— Pigeonberry,  CiJJus  Jtcy aides ^ — Cornel,  Cornus  Canadenjis, — Ame- 
rican Honeyfuckle,  Azalea  infcofa^ — American  Tea,  Ceanothus  Ame- 
rlcanus^ — Cherry  Honeyfuckle,  Lonicera  diervilla, — Great  Convol- 
vulus, Convolvulus  <?r'z;^»/f J, -"-Stag's  horn  Sumach,  Rhus  typhinum, — 

Mealtree, 
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MfSiXlxtt^Flhurmimlantana^ — ^White  flowered  Elder,  Samhucus  nigra^ 

Red   berried   Elder,   Samhucus    CanadenJis^—^'N[Q2i^o^    Blue-bells, 

Gentiana  cillata^ — Lilies,  feveral  ipecies,  Lilium, — Bethlem  Star,  Or- 
mthogvlum  luteum,— American  Senn%  Rhodora  Canadenjis, — Great 
Laurel,  Kalmla  latifoUa, — Dwarf  Laurel,  Kalmia  angujtifolia-^ 
White  Pepper  Bufli.  Andro77ieda  arhorea^ — Bog  Evergreen,  Andromeda 
calyculata^ — Sweet  Pepper  Bufli,  Clethra  alnlfolia^ — Mountain  Laurel, 
or  Sorbus-tree,  Sorlus  aucupora^ — Meadow  Sweet,  Spima  falicifolia^ 
— Queen  of  the  Meadows,  Spir^a  tormentofa^ — Service  Tree,  Mcf- 
filus  Canadenfis^ — Wild  Rofe,  Rofa  Carolina^— %\\T^tih  Rafpberry, 
Ruhus  odoratus^ — Baneberry,  A^icajpkata^ — Side-faddle  Flower,  Bar- 
racena purpurea^ — Red  Columbine,  Aquilegla  Canadenjis^ — Anemone, 
feveral  fpecies,  Anemone  hepatica^  fyhejiris  tt  ncmorofa^ — Traveller's 
Toy,  Clematis  Virginlca^ — Dragon's  Head,  Dracocephalum  Virglnicum^ 
— Snap  Dragon,  Antirrhinum  Canadcnfis^ — American  Cardamine, 
Cardamine  Firghilca^ — Lupin,  Luplnus  angufiifoila^ — Locuft,  Roblnia 
pfeud-acacla, — Beach  Pea,  Plfum  marltimirm^ — Pied  Pea,  Vlfum  ochrus, 
— Wood  Pea,  Orohus  fylvatlcus^ — Variegated  Pea,  Lathyrus  hetero- 
phyllus^ — Meadow  Sunflower,  Ageratum  cillarc, — American  Amaran- 
thus,  Gnaphallum  hellan  themifollutn^ — New-England  After,  Afier 
Nova  Anglicum, — Smooth-leaved  Golden-rod,  Solldago  altljfima^ — 
New-England  Sunflower,  Hellanthus  dlvarlcatus^ — x-^merican  Pride, 
Lohelia  cardlnalisy — Ladies  Plume,  Orchis  pycodes, — Ladies  Slipper, 
Cyprlpedlum  calceolus — Blue  Eye,  Slfyrlnchlum  Bermudlauna^ — Swamp 
Willow,  or  Dog-wood,  Sallx  cinerea^ — Red-flowered  Mapje,  Ace 
riihru7n. 

New  England  is  a  fine  grazing  country ;  the  valleys  between  the 
hills  are  generally  interfered  with  brooks  of  water,  the  banks  of 
which  are  lined  with  a  traiEt  of  rich  meadow  or  intervale  land.  The 
high  and  rocky  ground  is,  in  many  parts,  covered  with  clover,  and 
generally  affords  the  finefl  of  pafture.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of 
wonder,  therefore,  that  New-England  boafts  of  raifing  fome  of  the 
fined  cattle  in  the  world  ;  nor  will  flie  be  envied,  when  the  labour  of 
Tailing  them  is  taken  into  view.  Two  months  of  the  hottefl:  feafon 
in  the  year,  the  farmers  are  employed  in  procuring  food  for  their 
cattle,  and  the  cold  winter  is  fpent  in  dealing  it  out  to  them.  The 
pleafure  and  profit  of  doing  this  is,  however,  a  fatisfying  compcnfa- 
tion  to  the  honeft  and  induftrious  farmer.  Butter  and  cheefe  are 
made  for  exportation  ;  and  confiderable  attention  has  lately  been  paid 
to  the  railing  of  llieep. 

RIVERS. 
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RIVERS.  '    , 

The  principal  rWers  in  New-England  are  Penobfcot,  Kennebeck, 
Androfcoggin,  or  Amerifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  Pifcataqua, 
and  Conne6lici]t,  befides  many  fmaller  ones,  which  we  fliall  notice 
when  treating  of  the  different  States. 

PENOESCOT. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  diftri^l  of  Maine,  a  fliort  diftance 
weft  of  Union  river  on  the  high  lands ;  it  rifes  in  two  branches,  run- 
ning for  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  then  uniting  in  one  noble  and 
roajeflic  ftream.  Between  the  fource  of  the  weft  fork,  and  its  junc- 
tion with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehead  lake,  thirty  or  forty  miles  long^ 
and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch  paiTes  through  feveral  fmailer 
lakes.  From  T/je  Forks,  as  they  are  called,  the  Penobfcot  Indians 
pafs  to  Canada,  up  either  branch,  principally  the  weft,  the  fource  of 
which  they  fay  is  not  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  waters  that 
empty  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  At  the  Forks  is  a  remarkable 
high  mountain.  From  the  Forks  down  to  Indian  Old  Town,  fitua- 
ted  on  an  iiland  in  this  river,  is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  of  which  the 
water  flows  in  aftili,  fmooth  ftream,  and  in  the  whole  difl^ance  there 
are  no  falls  to  interrupt  the  pafling  of  boats.  In  this  diftanoe,  the 
river  widens,  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  fmall  iflands  ;  and 
about  half  way  receives  two  confiderable  tributary  ftreams,  one  from 
the  eaft  and  the  other  from  the  weft,  whofe  mouths  are  nearly  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below  Indian  Old  Town  are  the 
Great  Falls,  where  is  a  carrying-place  of  about  twenty  rods ;  thence, 
twelve  miles  to  the  head  of  the  tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  obftruft 
boats.  Vefiels  of  thirty  tons  come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the 
tide.  Thence,  thirty-five  miles  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  the  fite  of 
Old  Fort  Pownal,  the  river  is  remarkably  ftraighr,  and  eafily  navi- 
gated. Faffing  by  Majabagadufe  on  the  eaft,  feven  miles,  and  Owl's 
Head;,  twenty  miles  farther,  on  the  weft,  it  enters  the  ocean  hy 
Penobfcot  Bay.  "        , 

KENNEBECfC. 

This  is  one  of  the  finefl  rivers  in  tliis  country,  and  has  its  origin, 
like  the  former,  in  the  diftri6t  of  Maine  ;  its  fources  are  two  flreams, 
one  of  which  rifes  in  the  highlands,  a  fliort  diftance  from  a  branch 
of  the  Chaudiere,  which  empties  into  the  St.  Lawrence ;  another 
branch  rifes  in  Moofe  Head  lake.   la  its  courfe,  it  receives  Sandy 

liver 
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river  from  the  weft,  and  Sebafticook  and  feveral  others  from  the  eaft, 
and  palTes  to  the  fea  by  Cape  Small  Point.  It  is  navigable  for  veflels 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the  feaw 

ANDROSCOGGIN. 

This  river,  fometimes  called  Amerifcoggln,  properly  fpeaking,  is 
but  the  main  weftern  branch  of  the  Kennebeck ;  it  rifes  near  the 
end  of  the  dividing  line  between  New-Hamp(hire  and  the  Old  Pro- 
vince of  Maine.  The  lake  Umbagog,  and  feveral  fmaller  lakes, 
flow  into  it.  From  this  lake  its  courfe  is  foutherly,  till  it  approaches 
near  the  White  Mountains,  from  which  it  receives  Moofe  and  Pea- 
body  rivers,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  fouth.eaft  through  the 
province  of  Maine,  in  which  courfe  it  pafles  within  two  miles  of  the 
iea  coaft,  and  turning  north  runs  over  Pejeplkaeg  Falls,  into  Merry 
Meeting  Bay,  where  it  forms  a  jun6i:ion  with  the  Kennebeck,  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  from  the  fource. 
Formerly,  from  this  bay  to  the  fea,  the  confluent  ftream  was  for- 
merly called  Saggadahock. 

SACO. 

This  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  diftri^l  of  New* 
Hampftiire.  The  principal  part  of  its  u^ater  falls  jn  different  ftreams 
from  the  White  Mountains,  which  unite  at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles 
diftance.  Its  courfe,  fome  diftance  from  its  fource,  is  foutherly  ;  it 
then  fuddenly  bends  to  the  eaft,  and  crofles  into  the  diftrifl  of 
Maine,  then  makes  a  large  bend  to  the  north-eaft,  eaft,  and  fouth- 
weft,  embracing  the  fine  townftiip  of  Fryeburg,  in  the  county  of 
York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  to  the  fea  is  about  forty-five  miles 
S.  E.  Great  and  Little  Oflapee  rivers  fall  into  it  from  the  weft, 
making  a  great  addition  to  the  original  ftream.  This  river  is  nayi: 
gable  for  ftiips  to  Saco  Falls,  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea. 

MERRIMACK. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  ponflueoce  of  Pemigewaflet 
and  Winnipifeogee  rivers ;  the  former  is  a  very  rapid  river,  and 
fprings  from  a  whife  mountain,  weft  of  the  noted  mountains  6f  that 
name ;  and  before  its  junction  with  the  Winnipifeogee  branch,  it 
receives  from  the  weft,  Baker's  river,  a  pleafant  ftream,  forty  miles 
in  length,  and  feveral  fmaller  ftreams.  The  Winnipifeogee  branch 
rifes  from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.  The  ftream  which  ifliies  from 
the  lake  is  fmall,  and  in  its  courfe  paftes  through  a  bay  twelve  miles 
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long,  and  from  three  to  five  broad.  A  few  miles  from  its  cntrane^ 
into  the  PemigewafTet  is  a  place  called  the  Weres,  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  falmon  and  fhad  which  are  there  caught.  The  river  h 
wide,  and  fo  fliallow  that  the  filhermen  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river 
in  a  (hort  time, .  or  comprefs  it  into  a  narrow  channel,  where  they  fijc 
their  gill  nets,  and  take  the  fifli  as  they  pafs  up  the  ftream.  After 
the  Pemigewaffet  receives  the  waters  of  Winnipifeogee,  it  takes  the 
name  of  Merrimack  ;  and  after  a  courfe  of  about  ninety  miles,  firft 
in  a  foutherly,  and  then  in  an  eafterly  dire£lion,  and  paffing  over 
Hookfet,  Amufkeag,  and  Pantucket  Falls,  empties  into  the  fea  at 
Kewburyport.  From  the  weft  it  receives,  Blackwater,  Contoocook, 
Pifcataquoag,  Souhegan,  Nalhu,  and  Concord  rivers ;  from  the  eaft, 
Bowcook,  Suncook,  Cohas,  Beaver,  Spicket,  and  Powow  rivers, 
Contoocook  heads  near  Monadnock  mountain,  is  very -rapid,  and  ter^ 
or  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth  is  one  hundred  yards  wide.  Juft  be^ 
fore  its  entrance  into  the  Merrimack  it  branches  and  forms  a  beau«p. 
tiful  ifland  of  five  or  fix  acres, 

PISCATAQUA. 

This  is  the  only  large  river  whofe  whole  courfe  is  in  New-Hamp* 
ihire.  Its  head  is  a  pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of  Wakev 
field,  and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the  fea,  is  S.  S.  E.  about  forty 
miles,  it  divides  New-Hampfliire  from  York-County,  in  the  dif- 
tri£l:  of  Maine,  and  js  called  Salmon-fall  river,  from  its  head  to  the 
lower  fialls  at  Berwick,  where  it  afiumes  the  name  of  Newichawan- 
nock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cocheco  river,  which  comes 
from  Dover,  when  both  run  together  ip  one  channel  to  Hilton's 
Point,  where  the  wellern  branch  meets  it.  From  this  junftion  to 
the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never  freezes  ;  the  diftance  is 
feven  miles,  and  the  courfe  generally  from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weftera 
branch  is  formed  by  Swamfcot  river,  which  comes  from  Exeter.  Win- 
nicot  river,  which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lamprey  river, 
which  divides  Newmarket  from  Durham  ;  thcfe  empty  into  a  bay, 
four  miles  wide,  called  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  its  further  pro- 
grefs  is  contracted  into  a  lefier  bay,  and  then  it  receives  Oyfler  river, 
which  runs  through  Durham  and  Back  river,  which  comes  from 
Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the  main  ftream  at  Hilton's  Point, 
The  tide  rifes  into  all  thefe  bays,  and  branches  as  for  as  the  lower 
falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  moft  rapid  current,  efpecially  at  the 
feafon  of  the  frefliets,  when  the  ebb  continues  about  two  hours 

longer 
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longer  than  the  flood  ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  numerous  eddies, 
formed  by  the  indentings  of  the  Ihore,  the  ferries  would  then  be 
imp  ifable. 

At  the  lower  falls  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river,  are  land- 
ing places,  whence  lumber  and  other  country  produce  is  tranfportcd. 
and  vefTels  or  boats  from  below  difcharge  their  lading  ;  fo  that  in 
ieach  river  there  is  a  convenient  trading-place,  not  more  than  twelve  ' 
or  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Portfmouth,  with  which  there  is  con- 
ilant  communication  by  every  tide.  Thus  the  river,  from  its  form 
and  the  lituation  of  its  branches,  is  extremly  favourable  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  navigation  and  commeixe. 

tONNECTICUT, 

This  river  gives  name  to  one  of  the  five  colonies  of  this  province* 
It  rifes  in  a  fwamp  on  the  height  of  land,  in  lat.  45.  10.  W.  long.  7 1. 
30^  After  a  (leepy  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  it  tumbles  over  four 
feparate  falls,  and  turning  weft  keeps  clofe  under  the  hills  which  form 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  vale  through  which  it  runs.  The  Amo- 
iioofuk  and  Ifrael  rivers,  two  principal  branches  of  Connedicut  river, 
fall  into  it  from  the  eaft,  between  the  latitudes  44°  and  45°.  Be- 
tween the  towns  of  Walpole  on  the  eaft,  and  Weftminfter  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  are  the  great  Falls.  A  large  rock  divides  the 
ftream  into  two  channels,  each  about  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  top  of 
the  flielving  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaftern  channel  ap-  ' 
pears  crofled  by  a  bar  of  folid  rock,  and  the  whole  flream  falls  into 
the  weftern  channel,  where  comprefled  between  two  rocks  fcarcely 
thirty  feet  afunder,  it  flioots  with  amazing  rapidity  into  a  broad  bafoa 
below.  Above  Deerfield  in  Maffachufetts  it  receives  Deerfield  dver  from 
the  weft,  and  Miller's  river  from  the  eaft,  after  which  it  turns  wefterly  in 
a  finuous  courfe  to  Fighting  Falls,  and  a  little  after  tumbles  over  Deer* 
field  Falls,  which  are  impaflable  by  boats.  At  Windfor  in  Connec- 
ticut it  receives  Farmington  river  from  the  weft;  and  at  Hartford 
meets  the  tide.  From  Hartford  it  pafles  on  in  a  crooked  courfe, 
ufatil  it  falls  into  Long-Ifland  found,  between  Saybrook  and 
i-yme. 

The  length  of  this  river,  in  a  ftraight  line,  \%  nearly  three  hundred 
Iniles.  Its  general  courfe  is  feveral  degrees  weft  of  fouth.  It  is 
from  80  to  100  roods  wide,  130  miles  from  its  mouth.  At  its 
mouth  is  a  bar  of  fand  which  confiderably  obftruds  the  navigation. 
Ten  feet  water  at  full  tides  is  found  on  this  bar,  and  the  fame  depth 
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to  Middleton.  The  diftance  of  the  bar  from  this  place,  as  the  riVef 
runs,  is  thirty-fix  miles.  Above  Middleton  are  feveral  ihoals  wliich 
ftretch  quite  acrofs  the  river.  Only  fix  feet  water  is  fotind  on  the 
flioal  at  high  tide,  and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight 
inches.  About  three  miles  below  Middleton  the  river  is  contracted 
to  about  forty  roods  in  breadth  by  two  high  mountains.  Almoft 
every  where  elfe  the  banks  are  low,  and  fpread  into  fine  extenfive 
rtieadows.  In  the  fpring  floods,  which  generally  happen  in  May,  thefe 
meadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water  fometimej 
rifes  twenty  feet  above  the  common  lurface  of  the  river,  and  having 
all  to  pafs  through  tlie  above-mentioned  ftrait,  ft  is  fometimes  two" 
or  three  weeks  before  it  returns  to  its  ufual  bed.  Thefe  floods  add 
nothing  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river: 
this  bar  lying  too  far  off  in  the  found  to  be  afFe<5ted  by  them. 

On  this  beautiful  river,  whofe  banks  are  fettled  almofl:  to  its 
fource,  are  many  pleafant,  neat,  well-built  tov/ns,  which  we  fliall 
notice  when  treating  of  the  particular  States  oh  which  they  ftand. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles  from  its' 
mouth,  and  the  produce  of  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  above  ia 
brought  thither  in  boats.  The  boats  which  are  ufed  in  this  bufinefs  arc 
flat -bottomed,  long,  and  narrow,  for  the  convenience  of  going  up 
ilream,  and  of  fo  light  f.  make  as  to  be  portable  in  carts.  They  ai'e 
taken  out  of  the  river  at  three  different  carrying  places,  all  of  which 
make  fifteen  miles.  _ 

Sturgeon,  falmon,  and  fhad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  their  feafon^ 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  excep't  fturgeon,  which  db 
not  afcehd  the  upper  falls ;  befides  a  variety  of  fmall  fifti,  f  uch  as 
pike,  carp,  pearch,  &c. 

From  this  river  are  employed  feveral  brigs  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons  each,  in  the  European  trade  ;  and  about  fixty  or  feventy 
fail  of  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in  this  Weft-India 
trade ;  befides  a  few  fifliihg  vefliels,  and  forty  or  fifty  coaflring  veflels. 
In  addition  to  thefe,  there  are  itl  this  province  many  other  rivers, 
which,  though  inferior  in  point  of  magnitude,  yet  are  worthy  of 
notice,  as  they  afford,  in  many  inftanceis,  either  excellent  inland  na- 
vigation, or  prcfent  the  means  of  improving  of  it.  As  they  add  to 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  value  of  the  foil  j  and  as  they  furnifli 
Situations  peculiarly  defirable  for  the  ere6ting  of  mills,-  or  the  intro- 
du<^ionbf  manufadtures,  thefe  we  fhall  notice  when  treating  of  the 

different 
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different  States  in  which  they  principally  purfue  their  courfe,  or  take 
their  rife. 

POPULATION,  CHARACTER,  AND  DIVERSIONS. 
New-England  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
contained,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  one  million  nine  thou- 
,fand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  fouls ;  its  prefent  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounts  at  leaf!  to  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand.  The 
great  body  of  thefe  are  landholders  and  cultivators  of  the  foil,  and  as 
they  poflefs)  in  fee  limple,  the  farms  which  they  cultivate,  they  are  na- 
turally all  attached  to  their  country  ;  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  makes 
them  robuft  and  healthy,  and  enables  them  to  defend  it. 

New-England  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  nurfery  of  men, 
whence  are  annually  tranfplanted,  into  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  thoufands  of  its  natives.  Vaft  numbers  of  them,  fince  the 
war,  have  emigrated  into  the  northern  parts  of  New- York,  into 
Kentucky,  and  the  Weflern  Territory,  and  into  Georgia ;  and 
fome  are  fcattered  into  every  State,  and  every  town  of  note  in  the 
Union. 

The  inhabitants  of  New-England  are  almoft  univerfally  ofETiglifll 
defcentj  audit  is  owing  to  this  x:ircumftance,  and  to  the  great  and 
general  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  education,  that  the  Englifli 
language  has  been  preferved  among  them  fo  free  of  corruption. 
-    The  New-Englanders  are  generally  tall,   flout,  and  well  built ; 
they  glory,  and  perhaps  with  juftice,  in  polTelTrng  that  fpirit  of  free- 
dom which  indiiced  their  anceftors  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  the  hardfliips  of  fettling  in  a 
wilderneft.     Their  education,    laws,  and  fituation,  ferve  to  infpirc 
them  with  high  notions  of  liberty.     Their  jealoufy  is  awakened  at 
the  firft  motion  towards  an  invafion  of  their  rights.   They  arc,  in- 
deed, often  jealous  to  excefs ;    a  circumflance  which  is  a  fruitful 
fource  of  imaginary  grievances,^  and  of  groundlefs   fufpidons  and 
complaints  againft  government.     But  thefe  ebullitions  of  jealoufy, 
though  cenfurable,  and  productive  of  fome  political  evils,  iliew  that 
the  elfence  of  true  liberty  exifls  in  Nevi'-England  ;  for  jealoufy  is  a 
guardian  of  liberty,  and  a  chara£teriflic  of  free  republicans.     A  chief 
foundation  of  liberty  and  equality  in  the  New-England  States  is  a  law 
ty  which  inteftate  eftates  defcend  to  all  the  children,  or  other  heirs,  ia 
equal  proportion,  except  to  the  eldeft  fon,  who  has  two  Ihares.     InL 
1789^  Maflachufetts  abolilhed  this  exception.  In  confequence  of  thele 
laws,  the  people  of  New-England  enjoy  an  equality  of  condition  uh- 

knowa 
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known  In  any  other  part  of  the  world  :  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  thft 
people  have  preferved  that  happy  mediocrity  among  themfelves^ 
\ivhich,  by  inducing  economy  and  induflry,  removes  from  them 
temptations  to  luxury,  and  forms  them  to  habits  of  fobricty  and 
temperaince.  At  the  fame  time,  their  indtiftry  and  frugality  exempt 
them  from  want,  and  from  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  any  en- 
croachments oh  their  liberties. 

In  New-England,  learning  is  more  generally  diffufed  among  all 
ranks  of  people  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe  ;  arifing  from  the 
excellent  eflablifiiment  of  fchools  in  ajmoft  every  townfliip.— ^Irt 
(hefe  fchools,  which  are  generally  fupported  by  a  public  tax,  and 
under  the  direction  of  a  fchool  committee,  are  taught  the  elements 
bf  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  in  the  more  wealthy  townSj 
they  have  introduced  the  higher  branches  of  grammar,  geo- 
graphy, &c, 

A  very  valuable  loiirce  of  information  to  tlie  people  is  the  newf- 
papers,  of  which  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  are  printed  every 
Week  in  New- England,  and  circulated  in  almoii  every  town  and  village' 
ia  the  country.* 

A  perfon  of  mature  age,  who  cannot  both  read  arid  write,  is 
rarely  to  be  found.  By  means  of  this  general  eftablilhrrient  of 
fchools,  the  extenfive  circulation  of  newfpapers,  and  the  confequent 
fpread  of  learning,  every  townfliip  throughout  the  country  is  fur-i 
Tiiflied  with  men  capable  of  condu£ling  the  affairs  of  their  town  with 
judgment  and  diforetion.  Thefe  mtn  are  the  channels  of  political 
information  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people ;  if  fuch  a  c^ais  rriay  be  faid 
to  exifl;  in  New-England,  where  every  man  thinks  himfelf  at  leaft  as 
good  as  his  neighbour,  and  believes  that  all  mankind  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  equal.  The  people,  from  their  childhood,  form  habits  of 
canvalBng  public  affairs,  and  commence  politicians.  T'his  natu- 
rally leads  them  to  be  very  inquifitlve.  It  is  with  knowledge  as  with 
riches,  the  more  a  man  has,  the  more  he  wiflies  to  obtain  ;  his  de- 
iire  has  no  bounds.  This  defire  after  knowledge,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  prevails  throughout  all  claffes  of  people  in  New-England ; 
and  from  their  various  modes  of  exprefling  it,  fome  of  which  are 
blunt  and  familiar,  bordering  on  impertinence,  Grangers  have  been 

*  According  to  an  accurate  cftimate  lately  niade,  it  appears  that  no  lefs  than  feventy- 
feven  thoufand  newfpapers  are  printed  weekly  in  the  American  States,,  which,  in  a 
year,  Avould  amount  to  upwaids  of  four  millions,  and  at  four  eejats  each  would  make 
©ne  hundred  and  futy  thoufund  dcUars, 

induced 
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induced  to  mention  ifnpertincnt  inqjiijiti'venefs  as  a  diflinguKhing  cha« 
ra61enflic  of  the  New-England  people.  But  this  is  true  only  with 
regard  to  that  clafs  of  people,  who,  confined  to  donneftic  life,  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  mingling  with  the  world ;  and  fuch  people 
are  not  peculiar  to  New-Enfi:land ;  they  compofe  a  great  part  of  the 
community  of  every  ftate  and  country. 

Before  the  late  war,  which  introduced  into  New-England  a  floo4 
of  corruptions,  with  many  improvements,  the  Sabbath  was  ob- 
ferved  with  great  flridtnefs ;  no  unneccflary  travelling,  no  fecular 
bufinefs,  no  vifiting,  no  diverfions  were  permitted  on  that  day. 
They  confidered  it  as  confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  and  were  ge- 
nerally punctual  and  ferious  in  their  attendance  upon  it.  Their 
Jaws  were  drift  in  guarding  the  Sabbath  againft  every  innovation. 
The  fuppofed  feverity  with  which  thefe  laws  were  compofed  and 
executed,  together  with  fome  other  traits  in  their  religious  charac- 
ter, have  acquired  for  the  New-En  glanders,  the  name  of  a  fuperfti- 
tious,  bigoted  people.  But  fuperftition  and  bigotry  are  fo  in- 
definite in  their  fignifications,  and  fo  varioufly  applied  by  perfons  of 
tdifFerent  principles  and  educations,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine 
?ivhether  they  ever  deferved  that  charafter.  Leaving  every  perfon  to 
enjoy  his  own  opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  only  obferve,  that, 
lince  the  war,  a  catholic  tolerant  spirit,  occafioned  by  a 
more  ENLARGED  INTERCOURSE  with  mankind,  has  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  is  becoming  univerfal ;  and  if  they  do  not  break  the 
proper  bound,  and  liberalize  away  all  true  religion,  they  will  coun- 
teraft  that  ftong  propenfity  in  human  nature,  which  leads  men  to 
vibrate  from  one  extreme  to  its  oppofite,  and  gain  the  approbation  of 
pftTf  weil-wiflier  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

There  is  one  diftinguifliing  charafteriftic  in  the  religious  charafter 
of  this  people,  which  we  mufl  not  omit  mentioning  ;  and  that  is,  the 
cuftom  of  annually  celebrating  Fafts  and  Thankfgivings.  In  the 
fpring,  the  governors  of  the  feveral  New-England  States,  except 
Rhode-lfland,  iflTue  their  proclamations,  appointing  a  day  to  be  re- 
iigioufly  obferved  in  fading,  humiliation,  and  prayer  throughout 
their  refpeftive  States,  in  which  the  predominating  vices,  that  par- 
ticularly call  for  humiliation,  are  enumerated.  In  autumn,  after 
harveft,  that  gladfome  era  in  the  hufbandman*s  life,  the  governors 
again  ilTue  their  proclamations,  appointing  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving,  enumerating  the  public  blellings  received  in  the  courfe  of  the 
foregoing  year, 

\  The 
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This  pious  ciiftom  originated  with  their  venerable  anceftors,  the 
iirft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  has  been  handed  down  through 
th$  fucceflive  generations  of  their  pofterity.  A  ciiflom  fo  rational, 
and  fo  happily  calculated  to  cherifli  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
fenfe  of  their  dependence  on  the  Great  Benefactor  of  the  world 
for  all  their  bleflings,  it  is  hoped  will  ever  be  preferved. 

The  people  of  New-England  generally  obtain  their  ellates  by  hard 
and  perfevering  labour:  they  of  confequence  know  their  value, 
and  fpend  with  frugality.  Yet  in  no  country  do  the  indigent  and 
iinfortunate  fare  better.  Their  laws  oblige  every  town  to  provide  a 
ipompetent  maintenance  for  their  poor,  and  the  neceffitous  ftranger  is 
protefted,  and  relieved  by  their  humane  inftitutions.  It,  may  ia 
truth  be  faid,  that  in  mo  part  of  the  worjd.are  the  people  happier, 
better  furnifbed  with  the  neceflaries  and  conveniencies  of  life,  or 
more  independent,  than  the  farmers  of  New-England.  As  the 
great  body  of  the  people  are  hardy,  independent  freeholders,  their 
manners  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  congenial  to  their  employment, 
plain,  fimple,  and  unpoliflied.  Strangers  are  received  and  enter- 
tained among  them  wjth  a  great  deal  of  artlefs  fmcerity,  and  friendly  ^^ 
■fcnformal  ho/pi  tali  ty.  Their  children,  thofe  imitati've  creatures^  to 
whofe  education  particular  attention  is  paid,  early  imbibe  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  thofe  around  them  \  and  the  ilranger,  with  plea- 
fure,  notices  the  honefi:  and  decent  refpe«ft  that  is  paid  him  by  th? 
children  as  he  paffes  through  the  country. 

As  the  people,  by  reprefentation,  make  their  own  laws  and  ap- 
point their  own  officers,  they  cannot  be  opprelTed  ;  and  living  under 
governrpents  which  have  few  lucrative  places,  they  have  few^  motives 
to  bribery,  corrupt  canvaflings,  or  intrigiie.  Real  abilities  and  a 
moral  chara<5i:er  unblemiflied  arc  the  qualifications  requifite  in  the  view 
of  nioft  people,  for  officers  of  public  truft.  The  expreffion  of  a  wi(h 
to  be  promoted,  is,  in  fome  parts  of  New -England,  |:he  dired  way  to 
be  difappointed. 

The  inhabitants,  in  fome  parts  of  New  England,  are  generally 
fond  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  have  cultivated  them  with  great 
fuccefs.  Their  colleges  have  flouriflied.  The  illuflrious  chara6ters 
they  have  produced,  who  have  diHinguiflied  themfelves  in  politics, 
law,  divinity,  the  mathematic?,  and  philofophy,  natural  and  civil 
hiftory,  and  in  the  fine  ^rts,  particularly  poetry,  evince  the  truth  of 
thele  obferv-ations. 

The 
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The  women  in  New-England  generally  have  fair,  frefh,  and 
healthful  countenances,  rningled  with  much  female  foftnefs  and  de- 
licacy. Thofe  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
and  they  are  numerous^  are  genteel,  eafy,  and  agreeable  in  their  man* 
ners,  and  are  fprightly  and  fenfible  in  their  converfation.  They  are 
early  taught  to  manage  domeftic  concerns  with  neatnefs  and  economy. 
Women  of  the  firft  rank  and  fortune  make  it  a  part  of  their  daily  bu- 
nefs  to  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the  family.  Employment  at  the  needle, 
cookery,  atid  at  the  fpinning  wheel,  with  them  is  honourable.  Idle- 
nefs,  even  in  thofe  of  independent  fortunes,  is  univerfally  difrepu- 
table.  The  women  in  country  towns  manufa<5ture  the  greateft  part 
of  the  cloathing  of  their  families.  Their  linen  and  woollen  cloths 
are  ftrong  and  decent.  Their  butter  and  cheefe  is  not  inferior  to  any 
in  the  world. 

Dancing  is  the  principal  and  favourite  amufement  in  New-Eng- 
land ;  and  of  this  the  young  people  of  both  fexes  are  extremely  fond. 
Gaming  is  pra6lifed  by  none  but  thofe  who  cannot,  or  rather  will 
not,  find  a  reputable  employment.  The  gamejier,  the  horfe  jockey^ 
and  the  knanje^  are  equally  defpifed,.  and  their  company  is  avoided 
by  all  who  would  fuflain  fair  and  irreproachable  chara6ters. 

The  athletic  and  healthy  diverfions  of  cricket,  foot  ball,  quoits, 
wreftling,  jumiping,  hopping,  foot  races,  and  prifon  bars,  are  uni- 
verfally praiStifed  in  the  country,  and  fome  of  them  in  the  moft  po- 
pulous places,  and  by  people  of  almoil  all  ranks. 

Squirrel-hunting  is  a  noted  diverfion  in  country  places,  where  this 
kind  of  game  is  plenty :  fome  divert  themfelves  with  fox-hunting,  and 
others  with  the  more  profitable  fports  of  iiiliing and  duck-hunting;  and 
in  the  frontier  fettlements  where  deer  and  fur  game  abound,  the  inha- 
bitants make  a  lucrative  fport  of  hunting  them.  In  the  winter 
feafon,  while  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  which  is  commonly 
two  or  three  months,  fleighing  is  the  general  diverfion.  A  great 
part  of  the  families  throughout  the  country  are  furnilhed  with  horfes 
and  fleighs. 

HISTORY   OF   ITS    SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

New-England  was  difcovered  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  century, 
and  called  North- Virginia ;  the  firft  European  fettlement  was  formed 
in  1608  ;  this  firft  colony,  which  was  weak  and  ill-dire6ted,  did  not 
iucceed,  and  for  fome  time  after  there  were  only  a  few  adventurers  who 
went  over  at  times  in  the  fummer,  built  themfelves  temporary  huts 
for  the  purpofs  of  trading  with  the  favages,  and,  like  them,  difap- 
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peared  again  for  the  reft  of  the  year ;  but  fanaticifm,  which  had 
depopulated  America  in  the  South,  was  deftined  to  re-people  it  in 
the  North.  New-England  owes  its  regular  fettlement  to  religious 
perfecution.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  in 
England,*  which  was  not  until  the  year  1534,  the  Protcflants  were 
divided  into  two  parties,  one  the  followers  of  Luther,  and  the 
other  of  Calvin.  The  former  had  chofen  gradually,  and  almoft  im- 
perceptib'y,  to  recede  from  the  Church  of  Rome ;  while  the  latter, 
more  zealous,  and  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  thorough  re- 
formation, and  at  the  fame  time  poITefling  much  firmnefs  and  high 
notions  of  religious  liberty,  was  for  effecting  a  thorough  change 
at  once.  Their  confequent  endeavours  to  expunge  from  the  church 
all  the  inventions  which  had  been  brought  into  it  fince  tlie  days  of 
the  Apollies,  and  to  introduce  *'  Scripture  purity,"  obtained  for 
them  the  name  of  Puritans. 

A  number  of  tbefc  people,  upon  the  borders  of  NottlnghamQiire, 
Lincolnfhire,  and  Yorkdiire,  having  fuffcred  perfecution  patiently 
for  years,  and  fearched  the  Scriptures  diligently,  were  at  length  fully 
of  opinion,  that  the  ceremoniss  of  the  Englifli  church  were  unla^joful'y 
that  the  lordly  power  of  her  prelates  was  contrary  to  the  freedom  of 
the  gofpel  J  and  that  her  offices,  courts,  and  canOiis,  had  no  warrant 
in  the  word  of  God.  They  deteriTined,  therefore,  to  fliake  off 
human  impofitions,  brought  into  the  church  againil  the  fuperior 
law  of  CliriH,  the  genius  of  his  plain  religion  and  Chriflian  liberty. 
They  refoh  cd,  as  the  Lord's  free  people,  **  to  join  themfelves  by  covenant 
**  Into  a  church  fate  ;  aful^  agreeably  to  prefent  or  future  kno=wleilge, 
"  to  walk  if:  all  the  ^wtys  of  GoJ^  according  to  their  bef  abilities^  <vuhat' 
*'  ever  it  cof  thsm.^^^ 

The  aflembly,  owing  to  the  diftance  of  habitations,  was  obliged 
to  form  itfelf  into  two  diftindl  rehgious  focieties ;  the  one,  with 
which  is  our  concern,  foon  had  for  its  paflor  the  famous  Mr,  John 
Robinfon.  The  church  kept  together  about  a  year  ;  but  being  ex- 
tremely haralfed  by  perfecution,  concluded  upon  removing  to  Hol- 
land. The  piou€- refugees  repaired  to  and  fettled  at  Amfterdam  j  but 
after  a  while  removed  to  Leyden ;  where  they  were  highly  re- 
fpeded,  and  would  have  been  allowed  forae  public  favour,  had  it 
not  been  for  fear  of  offending  England.  By  hard  and  continued  la- 
•  hour 

*  Such  was  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Proteflant  interefl-,  that  in  1563,  only  forty-fix 
years  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  by  Luther,  there  were  in  France  alone 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  aTemblies  of  Proteftants. 

^  f  Prince's  New-England  Chronology,  Part  I.  p.  4. 
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bour  they  obtained  a  living.  The  Dutch  employed  them  before 
others,  for  their  honeft  and  exemplary  behaviour,  and  readily  trufted 
them  when  in  want  of  money.  Matters,  however,  were  not  alto- 
gether to  their  mind  ;  and  fome  of  the  moft  fenfible  in  161 7  began 
to  think  of  another  removal.  It  was  imagined,  that  if  a  better  and 
eafier  place  of  living  could  be  had,  numbers  would  join  them.  The 
morals  of  the  Dutch  were  too  difTolute,  and  they  were  afraid  that 
their  oiF^pring  would  become  irreligious.  Befide,  they  had  an  ar- 
dent, noble,  and  godly  defire,  of  laying  a  foundation  for  fpreading 
the  religion  of  Jefus  over  the  remote  regions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
handing  down  to  future  ages,  what  they  thought  to  be  the  pure  and 
unadulterated  worfliip  of  the  great  Jehovah.  They  therefore  di- 
rc(5led  their  views  to  America.  To  rhofe  who  objedled — the  length 
and  danger  of  the  voyage,  the  difficulties  and  calamities  to  which 
they  (hould  be  expofed,  the  barbarities  and  treacheries  of  the  In- 
dians, and  their  inability  to  fupport  the  expence — it  was  anfwered, 
**  The  difficulties  are  not  invincible,  and  may  be  overcome  by  for- 
titude and  patience  ;  the  ends  propofed  are  good  and  honourable  ; 
the  calling  lawful  and  urgent ;  the  bleffing  of  God  may  therefore 
be  expeded.  We  live  but  as  exiles  now,  and  are  in  a  poor  condi- 
tion- The  truce  with  the  Spaniards  is  haftening  to  a  clofe.  No- 
thing but  preparations  for  war  are  going  forward.  The  Spaniards 
may  be  as  cruel  as  the  favp.ges  ;  and  famine  and  peftdence  may  be  as 
fore  in  Holland  as  in  America." 

After  ferious  and  folemn  application  to  God  for  diredlion,  they 
concluded  on  carrying  the  propofal  of  croffing  the  Atlantic  into  exe- 
cution, intending  to  live  in  a  diflinft  body  by  themfelves,  under 
the  general  government  of  the  Virginia  Company,  s,nd  to  fue  to  his 
majefty,  King  James,  for  full  liberty  and  freedom  of  confcknce. 

The  Virginia  Company  granted  them  a  patent,  with  as  ample 
privileges  as  they  could  ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  great  intereil 
made  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  character,  and  by  the  chief  fccretary 
of  Hate,  the  king  and  bishops  refuled  to  allow  the  refugees,  though 
at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  liberty  of  confcience  under 
the  royal  feal.  All  they  could  obtain  from  his  majefty,  was  a  pro- 
mife  that  he  would  connive  at,  and  not  moleft  them,  provided  they 
carried  themfelves  peaceably  j  but  he  would  nor  tolerate  ihem  by 
his  public  authority.  Upon  this  occafion  it  was  wifely  obierved, 
"  If  his  majefty*s  promife  is  no  fecurity,  a  further  confirmation 
will  be  of  little  value ;  though  it  has  a  leal  as  broad  as  the  houfe- 
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iloor,  it  will  not  ferve  the  turn,  for  there  will  be  means  eno\W' 
found,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or  reverfe  it ;  and  we  muft  refl 
herein  on  God's  Providence."  This  reafoning,  and  the  hope  of 
being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  eccleliaftical  courts,  prevailed. 
They  refolvcd  to  venture ;  and,  after  long  attendance,  much  cofl 
and  labour,  obtained  a  patent. 

They  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  ftronger  men, 
with  Mr.  Brewfter,  an  elder  of  the  church,  fliould  go  firil,  and 
that  their  paflor,  Mr.  Robinfon,  Ihould  remain  behind  with  the  ma- 
jority, for  a  future  favourable  opportunity. 

The  colony  deftined  for  America  failed  from  Delft-Haven  for 
Southampton  on  the  22d  of  July,  1620,  and  there  met  a  fliip,  having 
fome  Englifh  friends  on  board,  who  propofed  removing  with  them« 
Both  veffels  proceeded  to  fea,  but  returned  twice  into  port,  on  ac- 
count of  defeats  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which  was  difmiiTed. 
Part  of  the  company  returned  to  London,  the  remainder  betook 
themfelves  to  the  fliip,  and  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. After  many  delays,  difficulties,  and  dangers,  they  made 
Gape  Cod  at  break  of  day  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  entered  the 
harbour  on  the  loth. 

It  was  their  intention  to  have  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
river;  but  the  Dutch,  intending  to  plant  a  colony  there  of  their 
own,  privately  hired  the  mailer  of  the  fliip  to  contrive  delays  in 
England,  and  then  to  condu6l  them  to  thefe  northern  coails,  and 
there,  under  pretence  of  flioals  and  winter,  to  difcourage  them  from 
venturing  to  the  place  of  deftination.  This  is  confidently  aiTerted 
by  the  hiftorians  of  that  time.  Although  Cape  Cod  Harbour  was 
good,  the  country  around  was  fandy  and  barren.  Thefe  were  dif- 
couraging  circumllances ;  but  the  feafon  being  far  advanced,  they 
prudently  determined  to  make  the  befl  of  their  prelent  fituation. 

As  they  were  not  within  the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  con- 
fequently  not  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
they  concluded  it  necelfary  to  ellablifli  a  feparate  government 
for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before  they  landed,  having  de- 
voutly given  thanks  to  God  for  their  fafe  arrival,  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  by  ^fokmn  contra^,  to  which  they  all 
fubfcribed,  thereby  making  it  the  bafis  of  their  government.  They 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver,  a  gentleman  of  piety  and  approved  abili- 
ties, to  be  their  governor  for  the  firll  year.  This  was  on  the  nth 
of  November,  1620. 

Their 
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Their  next  object  was  to  fix  on  a  convenient  place  for  fettlement* 
In  doing  this  they  were  obliged  to  encounter  numerous  difficulties, 
and  to  futfer  incredible  haidftiips.  Many  of  them  were  fick  in  con- 
fequence  of  the.  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage;  their  provifions  were 
bad — the  fealon  was  uncommonly  cold — the  Indians,  though  after- 
wards friendly,  were  now  hoftile — and  they  were  unacquainted  with 
the  coaft.  Thefe  difficulties  they  furmounted,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  they  were  all  fafely  landed  at  a  place,  which,  in  grateful 
commemoration  of  Plymouth  in  England,  the  town  which  they  lafl 
left  in  their  native  land,  they  called  Plymouth,  This  is  the  firft 
Engiifli  town  that  was  fettled  in  New-England, 

In  fome  of  their  excurfions  in  fearch  of  a  fuitable  place  for  fet- 
tlement,  they  found  buried  feveral  balkets  of  Indian  corn,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  bufliels,  which  fortunately  ferved  them  for  planting 
the  next  fpring,  and  perhaps  was  the  means  of  preferving  them  from 
perifliing  with  hunger.  They  made  diligent  inquiry  for  the  owners, 
whom  they  found,  and  afterwards  paid  the  full  value  of  the  corn. 

Before  the  end  of  November,  Sufanna,  the  Wife  of  William 
White,  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  they  called  Peregrine ;  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  child  of  European  extradion  born  in 
New-England. 

The  whole  company  that  landed  confifted  of  but  one  hundred 
and  one  fouls ;  their  lituation  was  diftreffing,  and  their  profped: 
truly  difmal  and  difcouraging.  Their  neareft  neighbours,  except  the 
natives,  were  a  French  fettlement  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  of  the 
Engiifli  at  Virginia.  The  neareft  of  thefe  was  five  hundred  miles 
from  them,  and  utterly  incapable  of  affording  them  relief  in  a  time 
of  famine  or  danger.  Wherever  they  turned  their  eyes,  diftrefs 
was  before  them.  Perfecuted  for  religion  in  their  native  land- 
grieved  for  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  other  licentioufnefs 
in  Holland — fatigued  by  their  long  and  boifterous  voyage — difap- 
pointed  through  the  treachery  of  their  commander  of  their  expeded 
country — forced  on  a  dangerous  and  unknown  fliore,  in  the  advance 
of  a  cold  winter — furrounded  by  hoflile  barbarians,  without  any 
hope  oi  human  fuccour — denied  the  aid  or  favour  of  the  court  of 
England — without  a  public  promife  of  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  liberties — worn  out  with  toil  and  fufrerings,  and 
without  convenient  (helter  from  the  rigours,  of  the  weather. — 
Such  were  the  profpeds,  and  fuch  the  fituation  of  thefe  pious  foli- 
tary  Chriftians  j  and,  to  add  to  their  diftrelTes,  a  general  and  very 
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mortal  ficknefs  prevailed  among  them,  which  fwept  off  forty -Cix  of 
, their  number  before  the  opening  of  the  next  fpring.  To  fupport 
■  them  under  thefe  trials,  th^y  had  need  of  all  the  aids  and  comforts 
which  Chriftianity  affords ;  and  thefe  were  fufficient.  The  free  and 
wnmolefled  enjoyment  of  their  religion  reconciled  them  to  their 
humble  and  lonely  fituation — they  bore  their  hardfhips  with  unex- 
ampled patience,  and  perfevered  in  their  pilgrimage  of  almofl:  un- 
paralleled  trials,  vvith  fiich  refignation  and  calmnefs,  as  gave  proof  of 
great  piety  and  unconquerable  virtue. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifliing,  had  not  thefe  planters  carried 
Tvith  them  opini;ms  favourable  to  liberty.  The  arbitra'-v  proceedings 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  produced  a  fpirlt  of  inquiry,  and  induced 
the  fufferers  and  othei-s  to  canvafs  the  equity  of  thofe  powers  which 
were  fo  improperly  excrciled.  When  the  fiim  of  prejudice  was  re- 
moved, it  was  eafy  to  difoern  that  tyranny,  whether  in  church  or 
fiate,  could  not  be  vindicated  by  reafon  or  revelation  ;  and  that 
Heaven's  permitting  ir,  was  no  more  a  countenance  to  that  than  any 
ether  wickcdnefs.  Befide,  the  Piymouthians  had  lived  for  years 
among  a  people,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel 
unrelenting  tyrant,  whofe  fovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The 
frequent  converfation  that  muft  have  palled  between  the  Dutch  and 
Fnglrfli  refugees,  muil  have  improved  the  attachment  of  the  laft 
to  the  caufe  of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hinted  to  them, 
that  it  beg::n  to  be  the  fentiment  of  fome  Englifli  nobles  and  princi- 
pal commoners,  that  in  cafe  of  a  remov;;l  to  America,  perf(^ns, 
without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  were  at  liberty  to  eftakiifa 
vt'hat  form  of  government  they  pleafed,  and  to  fet  up  a  new  fiate, 
as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  though  they  were  making 
their  tiifi  entrance  into  civil  fociety. 

No  wonder  then,  efpecialiy  confidcrirg  the  general  equality  pre- 
vailing among  them,  that  the  Plymouthian?,  by  their  central'^  before 
landing,  formed  themfelves  into  a  proprr  dcmccracy  ;  and  that  it  was 
entered  in  the  Plymouth  records  of  1636,  ''  Finding,  that  as  free- 
born  fubje^ls  of  the  Hate  of  England,  we  hither  came  with  all  and 
fmgular  the  privileges  belonging  to  fuch  ;  in  the  {\x^  place  we  think 
good,  that  it  be  eftabliHied  for  an  at^,  that,  according  to  the  rights, 
fuppnfed  to  he  ivanihig,  and  due  privileges  of  the  f.ibje61:s  aforefaid, 
no  impofi:ion,  law,  or  ordinance,  be  made  or  impofed  upon  us^  at 
prefent,  or  to  come;  but  fuch  as  fliall  be  m.ade  and  impofed  by 
confent,  according  to  the  free  liberties  of  free-born  fubje<fls  of  the 
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ftate  and  kingdom  of  Englandj  and  no  ctherwife."  They  meant  to  con- 
tinue their  allegiance  to  the  crown — to  retain  their  connexion  with  the 
mother  country-^to  adopt  the  general  laws  of  England  for  the  rule 
of  government,  wherein  they  fuited-^and  to  be  governed  by  their 
own  particular  ads  in  other  inflances. 

A  better  fet  of  emigrants  never  crolTed  the  Atlantic  ;  "  they  were 
a  plain,  frugal,  induftrious,  confcientious,  and  loving  people ;  and, 
for  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  and  conlidtring  their  education, 
poflell'ed  a  good  fliare  of  polite-nefs.  The  important  light  in  which 
they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many  inftances,  to  fuch  critical 
exadnefs,  as  would  be  deemed  by  the  moderns  ridiculous ;  from 
thence,  however,  the  community  derived  I'ubilantial  benefits.  They 
have  been  ftigm  itifed  as  enthufiafls,  but  nothing  like  enthuliafm  is 
to  be  met  vvirh  in  the  records  of  any  of  their  tranfactions,  either 
civil  or  ecc'efiaftic.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent, 
but  it  was  alfo  rational,  and  their  religion  was  that  of  the  Bible,  and 
had  a  proper  influence  upon  their  condud." 

On  the  3d  of  November-,  1620,  King  James  figned  a  patent,  in- 
corporating the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Marquifies  of  Buckingham  and 
Hami'ton,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  Sir  Francis  Gorges, 
with  thirty-four  others,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  fliling  them,  *  The 
council  eftablifhed  in  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New-England  in  Ame- 
rica.' To  this  council  he  granted  all  that  part  of  America  which  lies 
between  the  40th  and  48th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  This  pateni: 
is  the  great  civil  bajis  of  all  the  grants  and  patents  by  which  New- 
England  was  afte'rwards  divided  This  council  retained  the  power 
vefled  in  them  by  the  crown  until  the  year  1635,  v;hen  they  rcfigned 
their  charter. 

In  March,  162 1,  Mafalfoit,*  one  of  the  moll:  powerful  Saga- 
mores of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  with  (ixty  attendants,  made  a 
vifit  to  the  Plymouth  fettlers,  and  entered  into  a  formal  and  very 
friendly  treaty  with  them,  wherein  they  agreed  to  avoid  injuries  on 
both  lides — to  puniili  offenders — to  reflore  ftolen  goods — to  afTifl 
each  other  in  all  juftifiable  wars — to  promote  peace  among  their 
neighbours,  &c. — MafalToit  and  his  fuccefTors,  for  fifty  years,  in- 
violably oblervcd  this  treaty.     The  Englilli  are  much  indebted  to 

*  The  feat  of  MafalToit  was  at  Pakanokit,  on  Namafket  river,  which  empties  inta 
Nairagaafet  Bay. 
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him  for  his  friendiliip,  and  his  memory  will  ever  be  refpefted  irt 
New-England. 

The  Narraganfets,  difliking  the  condua  of  MafalToit,  declared 
war  againft  him,  which  occafioned  much  confufion  and  fighting 
among  the  Indians.  The  Plymouth  colony  interpofed  in  favour  of 
.J^afaflbit,  their  good  ally,  and  terminated  the  difpute,  to  the  terror 
of  their  enemies :  even  Canonicus  himfelf,  the  terrific  Sachem  of 
the  Narraganfets,  fued  for  peace. 

The  prudent,  friendly,  and  upright  conduct  of  the  Plymouth  co- 
lony towards  their  neighbours,  the  Indians,  fecured  their  friendfliip 
and  alliance.  On  the  13th  of  September,  1621,  no  lefs  than  nine 
Sachems  declared  allegiance  to  King  James  j  and  Mafafibit,  with 
many  of  his  Sub-Sacheras,  who  lived  around  the  bays  of  Patuxent 
and  Maffachufetts,  fubfcribed  a  writing,  acknowledging  the  King  of 
England  their  majlcr,  Thefe  tranfadions  are  fo  many  proofs  of  the 
peaceful  and  benevolent  difpofition  of  the  Plymouih  fettlers ;  for 
had  they  been  otherwife  difpofed,  they  never  could  have  introduced 
and  maintained  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives. 

On  the  loth  of  September  this  year,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam .Alexander  a  patent  of  all  the  tra6l  of  country  bounded  by  a 
line  drawn  from  Cape  Sables  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary ;  thence  to 
the  river  St.  Croix  ;  thence  north  to  Canada  river  ;  down  the  river 
Gachepe  ;  thence  fouth-eail  to  Cape  Breton  ifiand  and  Cape  Breton  ; 
thence  round  to  Cape  Sables  ;  with  all  feas  and  iflands  within  fix 
leagues  of  the  weftern  and  eaftern  parts,  and  within  forty  leagues 
fouthward  of  Cape  Breton  and  Cape  Sables  j  to  be  called  Nova 
Scotia. 

This  year,  1622,  died  Squanto,  the  friend  of  the  Englifli,  who 
merits  to  have  his  name  perpetuated  in  hiftory,  Sqnanto  was  one 
of  the  twenty  Indians  whom  Hunt  perfidioufly  carried  to  Spain  j 
whence  he  came  to  London,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  aativc^ 
country  with  the  Plymouth  colony.  Forgetting  the  perfidy  of  thofc 
who  made  him  a  captive,  he  became  a  warm  friend  to  the  Englifh, 
and  continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  died, 
he  defired  the  governor  to  pray  that  he  might  go  to  the  Englifliman's 
God  in  heaven. 

In  March,  1624,   Mr.  Winllow,  agent  for  the  colony,  arrived, 

and,  together  with  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing,  brought  a  hull  and 

three  heifers^  which  were  the  firft  cattle  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 

America.    From  thefe,  and  others  that  were  afterwards  brought 
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idvcr  from  England,  fprang  the  prefent  multitude  of  citile  iti  the 
porthern  flates.  None  of  the  domeflic  anmals  were  found  in  Ame- 
rica by  the  firft  European  fettJers. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year,  1624,  the  plantation  at  New-Plymouth 
confined  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  perfons,  who  lived  in  thirty-two 
dwelling  houfes.  Their  flock  was  a  few  cattle  and  goats,  and  a 
plenty  of  fwine  and  poultry.  Their  town  was  impaled  about  half  a 
mile  in  compafs.  On  a  hi^h  mount  in  the  town  they  had  ereded  a 
fort  of  wood,  lime,  and  ftone,  and  a  handfome  watch  tower. 

The  year  1625  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon  ;  he  died  at  Leyden  in  March,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age» 
He  was  truly  a  great  and  good  man,  and  lived  in  great  love  and  har- 
mony With  his  people ;  he  was  held  in  high  eftimation  by  all  his 
acquaintance,  for  his  learning,  piety,  moderation,  and  excellent  ac- 
complifhments.  His  death  was  lamented  as  a  public  lofs,  and  felt 
by  none  more  than  by  his  beloved  and  far-diflant  people  at  Ply- 
mouth. His  fon  Ifaac  went  over  to  Plymouth,  where  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  His  defcendants  flill  live  in  Barnftable  county, 
in  Maflachufetts. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  the  remaining  part  of  his  Qon» 
gregation  were  extremely  defirous  of  going  over  to  their  friends  at 
Plymouth,  and  meafures  were  taken  for  the  purpofe ;  yet  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1629  that  they  efFecled  their  defign. 

The P Ij mouthians  having  cleared  the  way  for  other  fufferers  to  fettle 
in  America,  with  lefs  difficulty  and  danger  than  what  they  had 
experienced  ;  the  fame  of  their  plantation  fpreading  through  the 
weflern  parts  of  England,  and  the  government  in  church  and  ftate 
growing  more  and  more  oppreflive  ,•  the  territory  of  the  MalTachu- 
fetts-^ay  was  purchafed  of  the  Plymouth-Council,  in  the  year  1628, 
and  a  company  foon  formed,  who  confulted  on  fettling  a  plantation, 
to  which  non-conforming  puritans  %ight  emigrate  in  order  to  enjoy 
their  own  principles  in  full  fecurity.  Their  fufferings  had  been 
moderated  for  a  few  years  before  Elizabeth's  death.  The  queen  wa? 
far  advanced  in  life ;  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prefbyterian, 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  with  hands 
uplifted  to  heaven,  had  pronounced,  *'  The  Scotch  kirk  the  pureft 
in  the  world,  and  the  fervice  of  the  kirk  of  England  an  evil  faid  mafs 
in  Englifh,  that  wants  nothing  of  the  mafs  but  the  liftings :"  he  had 
interceded  for  fome  of  the  perfecuted  miniflers ;  and  the  bifliops 
tvere  cautious  of  ac'ting  againft  a  party,  for  whom  King  James  had 
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declared:  but  upon  his  afcending  the  throne,  the  fears' of  the  high- 
church-nen  and  the  hopes  of  the  non-conformifts  were  foon  ended. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  king  became  in  the  church  a  furious  per- 
fecutor  of  the  non-conformifts,  and  in  the  ftate  as  errant  a  defpot  a« 
his  cowardice  would  allow.  In  ftigmatizing  for  puritans,  all  who 
flood  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  oppofed  his  arbitrary  government, 
though  (Irenuous  churehmen,  he  ftrengthened  the  caufe  of  the 
chureh-puritans :  the  former,  called  by  way  of  diftinftion  Aate-puri- 
tans,  joining  the  latter,  both  together  became  at  length  the  majority 
of  the  nation. 

Still  the  times  were  not  mended;  and  the  death  of  James  made 
way  for  their  becoming  much  worfe.  Charles  took  for  his  bofom 
counfellor,  in  religious  affairs,.  Bifliop  Laud,,  the  moll:  unqualified 
perfon  for  the  purpofe  of  any  to  be  found  in  the  three  kingdoms  i 
he  aliarefigned  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  arbitrary  councils. 

The  lowering  profped  thickened  apace  j  the  MafTaehufetts  Com- 
pany, therefore,  provided  a  fafe  retreat  in  feafon.  They  applied 
immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purchafed  territory,  and 
fent  out  Captain  John  Endicott  and  others,  with  fervants,  to  begin  a 
plantation,  who  arrived  at,  what  is  now  named,  Salem.  They  foon 
iiiter  petitioned  for  a  royal  charter^  hoping  that  their  exiltence  and 
powers  would  be  thereby  fecured  and  promoted.  They  fucceeded, 
iiid  on  the  4th  of  March,  1629,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was 
granted,  making  them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  MafTachui'etts-Bay  in  New-England,'* 
with  as  full  powers  as  any  other  corporation  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land. The  grant  and  fale  of  the  Plymouth-Council  was  confirmed. 
Till  the  annual  election  by  the  company  could  commence,  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  aififliants  were  fpecitied. 
The  mode  of  governing,  and  of  admitting  freemen  was  prefcribed. 
They  were  empowered  to  t\t^  and  conititute  fuch  other  ofHcers, 
as  might  be  thought  requifite  for  the  managing  of  their  affairs;  and 
to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  andflatutes 
of  the  realm,  for  the  good  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  government 
of  their  lands  and  plantation,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  They 
were  allcwed  to  tra.ifport  perfon s,  whether  fubje6ts  or  flrangers, 
weapons,  merchandile,  &c.  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithffcanding 
— fuch  was  the  difpenfing  power  the  king  alTumed,  He  alfo  ex- 
empted them  from  paying  cuftom  or  fublidy  for  feven  years :  the 
governor  and 'company,  their  fa6tors  and  alligns,  were  to  pry  neither 
2  that 


OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  27 

ifhat  nor  any  taxes  in  New-England  for  the  fame  fpacc.  All  were  freed 
from  duties  upon  goods  imported  or  exported  for  twenty-one  years, 
except  the  old  five  per  cent,  ciiflom  upon  impc«-ts  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  feven  years.  All  his  majefty's  fubje6ts  going  to  and 
inhabiting  the  company's  lafids,  together  with  their  children,  werd- 
to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  free  and  natural  fubjefts,  within  any  of 
his  dominions,  the  fame  as  though  born  in  England.  Befide,  the 
governor  and  company  were  entrufted  with  the  power  of  making 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England ;  of  fet- 
tling the  government  and  magiftracy  of  the  plantation  and  its  inha- 
bitants ;  of  naming  all  the  officers;  and  of  fetting  forth  their  feveral 
duties,  powers,  and  limits ;  and  the  king  comm.anded  that  all  fuch 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  fiiould  be  publifhed,  in  writing,  under  the 
common  feal  of  the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefully  obferved 
and  put  into  execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The 
charter*  does  not  once  mention  liberty  of  confdence  or  toleration  , 
though  one  f  hiftorian  has  inadvertently  advanced,  that  "  free  Li- 
berty of  confcience  was  iikewife  granted  to  all  who  fliould  fettle  in 
the  MaflTachufetts-Bay,  to  worfhip  God  in  their  own  way;"  and 
another,}:  "  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  all  Chriflians,  except 
papifts."  The  alTertions  apply  only  to  the  charter  granted  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary, 

The  company,  in  the  exercife  of  their  chartered  powers,  deter- 
mined, on  the  30th  of  April,  1629,  that  a  governor  and  council  of 
twelve,  reftding  on  the  plantation,  fliould  have  the  fole  ordering  of 
Its  affairs  and  government.  They  appointed  Captain  Endicott  go- 
vernor, and  feven  gentlemen  going  from  England  to  be  counfellors, 
and  direfted  hovv  the  other  five  lliould  be  elected,  together  with  3 
deputy-governor  and  fecretary. 

MefTrs.  Higginfon,  Skelton,  Bright,  John  and  Samuel  Browne, 
were  of  the  feven  counfellors  nominated  by  the  company.  The 
three  firft,  being  minifters,  had  declared  themfelves  to  be  of  one 
judgment,  and  to  be  fully  agreed  in  the  manner  how  to  exercife 
their  miniflry.  The  company's  committee  in  their  letter  to  Gover- 
nor Endicott,  exprelTed  good  hopes  on  account  of  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  recommended  MeiTrs.  John  and  SainueJ  Browne  as  men 


*  Sec  the  Charter  in  Hutchinfon's  Col^ftion  of  Papers,  p.  I— 23* 

f   Ncalc's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  410.  Vol.  I.  p.  543. 
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Ivhom  they  rayph  refpe6:ed,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  fincer^ 
afFedions  to  the  good  of  the  plantation.*  The  minifters  and  paf- 
fengers  were  epifcopally  inclined  when  they  left  England,  though 
they  could  not  conform  to  many  ceremonies  and  cu floras,  nor  fub- 
Irtit  to,  what  they  judged,  different  corruptions,  impofed  upon  their 
confciences  by  the  king  and  prelate3 ;  they  were  alio  ftron^ly  pre- 
judiced agajnft  the  feparatifts,  in  which  clafs  the  Plymouthians  were 
numbered;  but  long  before  they  arrived,  or  even  failed,  a  Doctor 
Fuller,  a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  verfed  in  its 
difcipline,  having  been  fent  for  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefs  which 
broke  out  among  the  emigrants  after  their  arrival  at  Salem,  had, 
by  his  converfation  with  Captain  Endicott,  taken  o#'  the  ill  effe6l  of 
common  report,  and  brought  him  to  think  favourably  of  the  outward 
form  of  worftiip  efpoufed  by  the  Plymouthians.  The  influence  of 
the  dodor's  intercourfe  with  the  Salem  fettlers  cannot  be  thought 
to  have  been  confined  to  the  captain.  When  the  bufinefs  of  orga- 
nizing a  church  was  brought  forward  after  the  arrival  of  the  coun- 
fellors,  the  matter  was  frequently  canvalTed,  and  at  length  it  was  de- 
termined to  form  it  nearly  upon  the  plan,  of  the  one  at  Plymouth,  and 
to  invite  the  latter  to  be  prefent,  by  their  meffengers,  at  the  ordi- 
nation of  the  minifters  MefTrs.  Skelton  and  Higginfon,  Notwith- 
ilanding  crofs  winds,  the  Plymouth  meffengers  were  time  enough 
to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip,  by  which  ceremony  the  two 
churches  profefTed  mutual  affedion  and  communion. 

While  things  were  thus  fettling  on  the  continent,  Mr.  Matthew 
Craddock,  the  governor  in  England,  propofed  at  the  general  court, 
that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  encouragement  of 
perfpns  of  worth  and  quality  to  tranfplant  them.fclves  and  families,  - 
and  other  weighty  reafons,  the  government  of  the  plantation  fliould 
be  transferred  to  its  inhabitants,  and  not  be  contiiiued  in  fubordi- 
nati9n  to  the  company  at  London  :  the  matter  was  debated,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  prefent  fhould  ferioufly  confider  the 
bufinefs  againfl  the  next  general  court ;  it  was  alfo  requefle3,  that 
they  would  in  the  mean  while  condu6l.themfe!ves  with  fuch  privacy 
that  the  aff  ir  might  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they  met, 
and  agreed,  that  the  government  and  patent  fliould  be  fettled  in  New- 
England,  if  it  could  be  done  legally. 

*  Suffolk  Record:. 

The 
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The  advice  of  cquncil  was  ordei-ed  to  be  taken,  and  it  was  con- 
-  £d#red  how  to  execute  the  projedled  removal  without  offending 
government. 

Ontlie  20tl:^  of  Odoberthe  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded 
t€>  a  new  eleftion  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair  to  and  fettle  ia 
New-England.  They  chofe  for  governor  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  of 
Groton,  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman  well  known  for  his  piety,  liberality, 
wifdom,  and  gravity.  The  bufmefs  of  transferring  the  patent  and 
corporation,  and  of  taking  over  new  fettlers,  was  profecuted  with 
yigour.  This  enterprifc  produced  a  general  rumour,  as  its  extent 
and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles  of  the  perfons  engaged  ia 
it,  opened  upon  the  public.  The  intentions  of  the  parties  being 
fufpe6ted,  and  jealoufies  arifing  concerning  them,  Governor  Win- 
throp, and  other  gentlemen,  to  reii)ove  prejudices,  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  djfafteded,  and  recommend  themfelves  and  theiip 
expedition  to  the  favourable  regards  of  all  feiious  Chriftians  of  the 
epifcopal  perfuafion,  addreffed  their  brethren  in  and  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  afterwards  failed  from  Yarmouth  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  to  America,  April  7,   1630. 

The  company  arrived  at  Salem  on  June  12,  and  foon  after  were 
in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  different  coun- 
ties in  England.  They  applied  themfelves  early  to  the  forming  of 
churches ;  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  went  from  Boflon  in  Lin- 
colnflure,  to  take  leave  of  his  departing  friends  at  Southampton, 
having  told  them  to  advife  with  the  Plymouthians,  and  to  do  nothing 
to  offend  them,  ar>d  a  precedent  exifling  in  the  church  at  Salem, 
they  difmiffed  all  the  peculiarities  of  epifeopacy,  and  preferred  the 
congregational  mode  in  general.  However,  they  had  no  fettled 
plan  of  church  difcipline,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  1633, 
who  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  facred  matf 
tcrs,  and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  adminiftrations,  and 
thus  determined  the  ecclefiaftical  conflilution  of  the  colony. 

From  this  time  New-England  began  to  floiirifli.  Settlements  wer« 
fuccefsfully  enterprized .  at  Charkilon,  Bofton,  Dorchefter,  and 
other  places,  fo  that  in  forty  years  from  this  period,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  towns  were  fettled,  and  forty  churches  were  ga- 
thered. 

The  Laudian  perfecution  was  conducted  with  unrelenting  feve- 
rity ;  and  while  it  caufed  the  deftrudion  of  thoufands  in  England, 
proved  to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  vigour  to  the  infant  fettlements  iit 
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America,  Several  men  of  eminence  in  England,  who  were  the 
friends  and  protedors  of  the  Puritans,  entertained  defigns  of  f(?ttling 
in  New-England,  if  they  fliould  fail  in  the  meafures  they  were  pur^. 
fuing  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  liberty,  and  the  reformation  of  the 
religion  of  their  own  country.  They  folicited  and  obtained  grants  in 
New-England,  and  were  at  great  pains  in  fettling  them.  Among 
thefe  patentees  were  the  Lords  Brook,  Say  and  Seal,  the  Pelhams, 
the  Hampdens,  and  the  Pyms  ;  names  which  afterwards  appeared 
with  great  eclat.  Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  Sir  William  Conftable,  Sir 
Arthur  Haflerig,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  were  actually  upon  the 
point  of  embarking  for  New-^f^ngland,  when  Archbifhop  Laud,  un- 
willing that  fo  many  objects  of  his  hatred  fliould  be  removed  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  jx)wer,  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  order  from  the 
court  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe  tranfportations.  However,  he  was  not 
able  to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  hinder  New-England  from  receiving  vafl 
additions,  as  well  of  the  clergy,  who  were  filenced  and  deprived  of 
their  living  for  non-conformity,  as  of  the  laity  who  adhered  tq  their 
opinions. 

It  was  in  the  fpringof  this  year,  1630,  that  the  great  conspp- 
RACY  was  entered  into  by  the  Indians  in  all  parts,  from  the  Narra- 
ganfets  round  to  the  eaftvvard,  to  extirpate  the  Englifh.  The  co- 
lony at  Plymouth  was  the  principal  objeft  of  this  confpiracy  ;  they 
well  knew  that  if  they  couid  effect  the  deftruftion  of  Plymouth,  the 
infant  fettlement  at  MafTachufetts  would  fall  an  eafy  facrifice.  They 
laid  then*  plan  with  much  art.  Under  colour  of  having  fome 
diverfion  at  Plymouth,  they  intended  to  have  fallen  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  thus  to  h^ve  effe6ted  their  defign.  But  their  p^ot  was  dif- 
clofed  to  the  people  of  Charlefton  by  John  Sagamore,  an  Indian, 
who  had  always  been  a  great  friend  to  the  Englifli.  The  treacher- 
ous defign  of  the  Indians  alarmed  the  Englifli,  and  induced  them  to, 
cre6t  forts  and  maintain  guards,  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal  furprize 
in  future.  Thefe  preparations,  and  the  firing  of  the  great  guns^  {o 
terrified  the  Indians,  that  they  difperfed,  relinquiflied  their  defign, 
and  declared  themfelves  the  friends  of  the  Englifli. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts,  until  the 
emigration  ceafcd,  thro.ugh  a  c-hange  of  affairs  in  England,  in  1640, 
there  arrived  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  veflels,  about  twenty- 
one  thouHmd  two  hundred  fettlers,  men,  women,  and  children,  or 
four  thoufand  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine  themfelves  to  the 
Maflachufetts.    Thefe  fettlers  were  no  lefs  ftrenuou?  for  their  own, 
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J»art\ailar  rights  and  advantages  than  the  Plymouthians.  When,  there- 
tore,  the  governor  and  company  removed  from  London  to  the  Mafla- 
chuletts,  they  renounced  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and  af- 
lumed  the  form  of  a  commonwealth,  varying,  as  it  fuited  theoi^ 
from  the  directions  of  the  charter.    The  change  of  place  and  circum- 
ilances  prevented  their  keeping  to  it  in  certain  inftances,  though  not 
in  others ;  but  they  could  ealily  fatisfy  themfelves  as  to  any  viola- 
tions, for  *'  they  apprehended  themfelves  fubjeft  to  no  other  laws 
or  rules  of  goverrmienr,  than  what  arofe  from  natural  reafon  and  the 
principles  of  equity,    except  any  poUtive  rules  from  the  word  of 
God."*     Perfons  of  infldence  among  them  held,  that  birth  was  no 
neceflary  caufe  of  fubjedion-;  for  that  the  fubjcd  of  any  prince  or 
Hate  had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  ilate  or  quarter  of 
the  vvorW,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  coafciencc,  and  tliat  upoa 
iuch  removal  his  fubje«^ion  ceafed.     They  called  their  own  a  volun- 
tary  civil  fubjedion,    ariling  merely  from  a  mutual  compa<5t  be- 
tween them  and  the  king,  founded  upon  the  charter.     By  this  com- 
paft,  they  acknowledged  themfelves  bound,  lo  tliat  they  could  not 
befub_>e<ft  to,  or  feek  proteilion  from,  any  other  piince,  neither  could 
make  laws  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England,  ,&c.  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  maintained  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  of  their  own  electing,  f     They  meant 
to  be  independent  of  Engliih  parliaments,  anil  therefore,  when  their 
intimate  friends  were  become  leading  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,' and  they  were  advifed,   on  account  of  the  great  liberty  to 
which  King  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  fend  over  fome  to  foliLit 
for  them,  and  had  hopes  given  that  they  might  obtain  much,  the  go- 
vernor and  afiiftants,  after  meeting  in  council  upon  the  occafion, 
"  declined  the  motion,  on  this  conlideration,  that  if  they  ihould  put 
themfelves  under  the  proteClion  of  the  parliament,  they  mull:  then  be 
iubjed  to  all  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  make,  pr  at  lead  fuch  as  they 
might   impofe  upon   them,  in  which  cafe,  though  they  iliould  in- 
tend their  good,  yet,  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  them."^ 

Whatever  approbation  iuch  fentiments  may  meet  wi;h  from  the 
friends  of  liberty,  thefe  mult  regret  the  inconiiftencies  to  which  hu- 

*  Hutchinfon's  Letter  of  December  7,   1762. 

•f  Hutchinfon's  Hillory,  vol.  I.  p.  25  r,  and  252. 

J  Extrad  from  G'jvxrncr  Wiiuhrop's  MS.  Hiftoy. 
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man  natim*e  is  fiibjed,  in  thofe  very  perfons  whofe  experience 
fiiould  have  taught  them,  to  do  tinto  others,  as  they  would  that  others 
fiiould  have  done  unto  them,  when  they  themfelves  were  fuftering 
•under  the  relentlefs  hand  of  arbitrary  government.  But  what  is 
toan '.  So  early  as  the  fecond  general  court  after  the  arrival  of  the 
governor  and  company,  held  May  i8,  1631,  inftead  of  refolving  to 
admit  all  the  fuitable  and  deferving  to  a  generous  participation  of  their 
freedom,  they  pafled  Xhz pe7-nicious  and  dijlngenudus  order,  "  For  time 
ta  comCy  no  manjhall  he  admit  ted  to  the  freedom  of  this  hody  politic^  hut 
fuch  as  are  members  of  fame  of  the  churches  nvithin  the  limits  of  the 
JameJ***  They  foon  after  concluded,  that  none  but  fuch  fliould  fhare 
in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  elec- 
tion. Thus  a  powerful  and  mifchievons  alliance  was  formed  between 
the  churches  and  the  Hate.  The  afcendency  of  the  clergy  was  fecured 
and  much  increafed,  for  no  one  could  be  propofed  to  the  church  for 
a  member,  unlefs  the  minifler  allowed  it.  The  minifters  were  con- 
fulted  by  the  general  court  in  all  matters  of  great  moment ;  and  no- 
thing was  determined  in  fuch  cafes,  without  a  formal  reference  to* 
them,  who,  as  mighlfbe  expelled,  ufed  their  influence  with  the 
people,  to  procure  an  approbation  of  the  meafures  which  they  th^m^^ 
felves  had  advifed.f 

In  Mav,  1634,  inftead  of  the  freemen's  appearing  perfonnlly  in 
the  general  court,  they  for  the  fir  ft  time  fent  deputies,  to  the  num- 
ber  of  twenty-four.  This  was  a  variation  from  the  charter,  which 
gave  no  power  to  admit  reprefentatives.  Thefe,  with  the  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  afliftants,  formed  the  legiflature  of  the  colony, 
met  and  voted  together  in  one  apartment  till  March  1644,  when  it 
was  oi-dained,  that  the  governor  and  afliftants  fliould  fit  apart : 
and  thus  commenced  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  a  diftind 
body. 

The  general  court  afliimed  fpiritual  jurifdi^lion.  Being  church 
ihembers,  they  might  fuppofe  they  reprefented  the  churches,  no  It^fs; 
than  the  colony.  They  would  approve  of  no  churches  after  a  certain 
period,  March  8,  1636,  unlefs  they  had  the  approbation  of  the  ma^ 
giftrates  and  elders  of  moft  of  the  churches  within  the  colony,  nor 
would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  members.  They  prefixed  colo- 
nial uniformity  in  religion,  till  they  becanae  perfecutorf.:|:     What*- 

*  Maflachufetts  Records,  vol.  I.  • 

-f-  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,' vol.  I.  p.  4'4* 

J  MaiTacliufetts  Records,  ia  n,  any  places. 


OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  3 J 

ever  apology  may  be*  made  for  the  treatment  given  to  Episcopa- 
lians, Baptists,  and  Quakers,  the  colony  Cannot  be  cleared  from 
the  charge  of  persecuting  ;  that,  however,  will  not  juftify  thofe  who 
perfecnte  with  reproaches  and  ill-will  the  prefent  generation,  now 
reprobating  the  intolerance  of  their  forefathers,  which  at  that  period 
was,  more  or  lefs,  the  ilain  of  moft  religious  parties.  *'  It  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  Maflachufetts  people  to  think  themfelves  bound  in  con- 
science to  ufe  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or  cut  off 
heretics,  that  fo  they  might  not  infe6t  the  church,  or  injure  the 
public  peace.***  The  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  confcience  were  not 
then  known  or  embraced  by  many  fe6ts  of  Chriftians, 

The  government  of  MalT^chufetts  was  in  divers  refpeds  abfolute. 
Both  magiflrates  and  general  court  often  judged  and  puniihed,  in  a 
.  lummary  Way,  without  a  jury,  according  to  difcretion,  as  occafions 
occurred.  It  was  four  years  before  it  was  enat^ed  or  ordered,  that 
no  trial  fhould  pafs  upon  ^ny  for  life  or  banifliment,  but  by  a  jury 
of  freemen  :  and  within  three  years  after,  that  law  was  violated 
'even  by  the  general  court.  They  exercifed,  while  fitting,  legifla- 
tive,  judicial,  arid  executive  powers — a  practice  which  muft  ever  be 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  a  people,  even  when  allowed  to  their  own 
annual  reprefentatives. 

The  country  at  length  grew  uneafy  ^t  thefe  proceedings ;  were 
fufpicious  that  the  general  court  afFefted  arbitrary  government,  and 
fearneftly  e5:pe6led  a  body  of  laws  to  diredl  and  protect  them  in  all 
their  juft  rights  and  privileges. f  It  was  the  more  neceflary  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  expedtation,  for  the  bufinefs  had  been  long  in 
agitation  ;  not  only  fo,  but  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were 
not  freemen,  hot  being  members  of  the  congregational  churches,  or 
declining  to  take  up  their  freedom,  in  order  to  fecure  an  exemption 
from  ferving  in  civil  offices.  It  was  not,  till  1648,  that  the  body  of 
laws  were  digefted  and  printed. 

The  condu6l  of  the  colony  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inveteracy 
of  the  Englifli  adminiftration  on  the  other,  would  certainly  have 
produced  a  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  probably  the  ruin  of  the 
plantation,  had  not  the  difturbances  in  England  prevented.  It  became- 
a  favourite,  upon  the  change  that  followed  them ;  and  while  Oliver 
',  Cromwell  ruled,  met  with  the  utmoft  indulgence.    From  1640,  to 

*  Mr.  John  Calendar's  Century  Sermon. 

f  Maflachufetts  Pvecords  for  the  4th  of  November,  1646,  vol.  I. 
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1660,  it  approached  very  near  to  an  independent  commonwealth.*  't\i6 
Houfe  of  Commons^  in  a  memorable  refolve  of  the  loth  of  March, 
1642,  pafled  in  favour  of  it,  gives  New-England  the  title  of  kingdom. f 
The  comraillioners  for  New-England,  fent  over  by  King  Charles  II. 
affert  in  their  narrative,  J  that  the  colony  folicited  Cromwell  to  be  de- 
clared a  free  ftate,  which  is  not  unlikely. 
•^.  .  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  all  the  perfons  paffing  over 
,  to  the  Maffachufetts  did  not  confine  themfeives  to  th:it  colony. 

In  1635,  feveral  families  removed  to  Connefticut  river,  by  mu- 
tual agreement  with  their  fellow  emigrants  that  remained  behind. 
Plantations  were  formed  at  Hartford,  Windfor,  and  Weathersfield. 
.  The  inhabitants  being  foon  after  fully  fatisfied  that  they  were  out  of 
the  MafTachufetts  limits,  and  of  courfe  jurifdi6lion,  entered  into  a 
combination  among  themfeives,  became  a  body  politic,  without  re- 
ftraining  the  freedom  of  their  civil  government  to  the  memberfhip  of 
their  churches,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  andrepre- 
fentatives.  By  the  articles  of  government,  it  was  determined  that 
^  there  fliould  be  annur.lly  two  general  courts,  and  that  no  perfon 
lliould  be  chofen  governor  more  than  once  in  two  years.  But  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  the  fame  year,  in  which  the  families  removed  from 
the  MaiTachufetts,  Lords  Say  and  Brooke,  with  other  gentlemen^ 
having  obtained  a  grant,  John  Vv'inthrop,  Eiq.  was  appointed  gover- 
nor, took  poffeffion  of  Connetfticut  river,  and  began  to  erect  a  fort, 
which  he  called  Say-Brooke,  to  fecure  the  mouth  of  it.  He  was  fup- 
plied  with  men,  provifions,  and  all  things  necefTary,  by  a  velTel  from 
England,  fent  by  the  grantees,  which  arrived  the  latter  end  of  No- 
..  vember.  Some  of  the  grantees  had  in  contemplation  the  tranfport* 
,ing  themfeives,  families,  and  effetTis,  to  the  territory  they  had  ob- 
tained; but  the  defign  of  emigrating  was  laid  afide,  when  matters 
began  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their  native  country,  and  at  length  the 
agent,  Mr.  Fenwick,  was  authorized  to  difpofe  of  their  land's,  which 
were  purchafed  by  the  people  who  had  removed  from  the  MaiTa- 
chufetts. # 

Two  large  fhips  arrived  at  the  MaiTachufetts  Bay  in  1637,  with 
paflengers  from  London.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remain  in  the  colony ;  but  they  hoped  by  removing^  to  a  con- 
fiderable  dillance,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  governor,  with 

*  .  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  vul,  11.  p,  2  and  3. 

+  lb.  vol.  I.  ]).  1 1  ^. 

%  Hutchi'nfon's  CoUe(ftion,  p.  420. 
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whom  the  country  was  then  threatened  They  feat  to  their  friends 
in  Connecticut  to  pnrchafe  of  the  natives  the  lands  lying  between 
them  and  Hudfon*s  river.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flourifli- 
jng  colony,  of  which  New-Haven  was  the  capital.  They,  as  Con- 
nedicut,  form«d  a  government,  much  like  the  Maflachufetts,  by  a 
voluntary  agreement,  without  any  charter,  or  commiffion,  or  autho- 
rity whatfoever,  from  the  crown  or  other  powers  in  England.  They 
admitted  no  one  to  any  office,  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  a  voice  in 
any  election,  except  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New* 
England.     They  had  no  jury,  either  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes. 

Connedicut  and  New-Haven  continued  two  diftin^l  colonies  for 
many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  determined 
to  prefer  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  Charles  IT.  profefling  their  fub- 
jedion  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefly,  and  foliciting  a  royal  charter, 
and  John  Winthrop,  Efq,  who  had  been  chofcn  governor,  was  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  the  affair  with  the  king.  He  fucceeded,  and  a 
royal  charter  was  obtained,  April  23,  1662,*  conftituting  the  two 
colonies  for  ever  one  body  corporate  and  politic.  New-Haven  took 
th€  affair  ill,  and  for  fome  time  declined  the  union.  But  difH- 
ciJties  were  amicably  fettled  at  lafl,  and  the  colonies  united  by 
agreement. 

The  royal  charter  eflablifhed  a  kind  of  democracy  ;  every  power, 
as  well  deliberate  as  acftivc,  was  invefled  in  the  freemen  of  the  cor- 
poration of  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under  no  obligation 
to  communicate  the  ads  of  their  local  legiflature  to  the  king.  It  was 
the  fame  as  to  the-  royal  charter,  granted  the  next  year  to  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantalions. 

Thus  the  peopling  of  thefe  colonies  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  Pu- 
ritan Miniflers,  Vi'ho,  being  filenced  at  home,  repaired  to  New- 
England,  that  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience,  and  drew 
after  them  vaft  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favourers.  They 
amounted  to  feventy-feven  before  1641,  and  though  all  were  not 
perfons  of  the'greatefl  learning  and  abilities,  they  had  a  better  fliare 
of  each  than  moft  of  their  neighbouring  clergy  at  that  period,  and 
were  men  of  eminent  fobriety  and  virtue,  plain,  ferious,  affec- 
tionate  preachers,  exactly  conformable  to  the  doiftrines  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  laboured  much  to  promote  a  reformation  of 
manners  in  their  feveral  pariflies.  Many  planters,  v*ho  accompa- 
nied or  follo'.ved  them,  were  gentlemen  of  confiderable  fortunes, 
and  of  no  mean  education,  who  fpent  their  eftates  in  New-England, 
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and  were  at  the  charge  of  carrying  over  many  poor  families,  that 
were  not  able  of  themfelves  to  bear  the  expence.*  The  body  of 
laity  and  clergy,  coUedively  coniidered,  furnifhes  fuch  a  glorious  con- 
llellation  of  characters,  as  would  employ  the  pen  of  a  firft-rate  writer 
to  do  them  juftice,  notvvithftanding  what  has  been  above  remarked  of 
their  governmental  miftakes. 

The  dangers  to  which  the  New-England  colonies  were  early  ex- 
pofed,  induced  them  to  think  of  confederating  for  their  mutual 
fafety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in  1638,  but  they  were  not  finiihed. 
and  ratified  till  the  feventh  of  September,  1643,  from  which  time  we 
are  to  look  upon  Plymouth,  Maflachufetts,  Connefticut,  and  New- 
Haven,  as  one  body,  in  regard  to  all  public  tranfadions  with  their 
neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs  of  each  colony  were  flill  ma- 
naged by  their  own  courts  and  magiflrates. 

By  thefe  articles  6f  confederation,  a  Congrefg  was  formed,  confifting 
of  two  commiffioners  from  each  colony,  who  were  chofen  annually, 
and  when  met,  were  coniidered  as  the  reprefentatives  of  *' The 
United  Colonies  of  New-England.'*  The  powers  delegated  to  tho 
commiffioners  were  much  the  fanne  as  thofe  veiled  in  Congrefs  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  m 
1778.  The  colony  of  Rhode  Jlland  would  gladly  have  joined  in  this 
confederacy,  but  MalTachufetts  refufed  to  admit  their  commiffioners « 
This  union  fublifted,  with  fome  few  alterations,  until  the  year  1686, 
when  all  the  charters,  except  that  of  Connc£licut,  were,  in  effeft, 
vacated  by  a  comniiflion  from  James  II, 

We  now  proceed  to  conlider  the  fettlement  of  the  other-  New- 
England  colonies. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Skelton  upon  his  de- 
ceafe,.  as  paftor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  having  been  banifhed  from 
the  MalTachufetts,  repaired  with  twelve  companions  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country  in  1635,  and  had  land  given  him  by  the  Indian 
Sachem  Canonicus,  of  whom  he  afterwards  purchafed  the  large 
tracS,  lying  between  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  rivers,  the  Great 
Falls  and  the  Little  Falls,  as  the  Indian  names  fignify,  and  ftiled  it 
Providence,  "  froni  a  fenfe  of  God's  merciful  Providence  to  him  in 
his  diftrefs."  The  authority  and  power  of  Miantonomy,  another 
Sachem,  and  his  uncle  Canonicus,  awed  all  the  Indians  round  tQ 
alSll  him  and  his  few  alTociates.    When  the  determinations  of  the 

-•  Ncal's  Hiftory  of  New-England,  vol.  I.  p.  414  and  217. 
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MalTachufetts  general  court,  occafioned  by  what  they  calUd  amino- 
mian  difputes,  baniflied  many,  and  induced  others  to  leave  the  co« 
lony,  the  heads  of  the  party  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner 
by  Mr.  Williams,  who  ad vi fed  them  to  feek  a  lettlement  oa " 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  it  from  the  In- 
dian Sachems. 

They,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  incorporated  themfelves,  and  ' 
began  fettling  the  ifland.  The  plantations  there  and  at  Provl- 
<knce  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  iirU: 
iettlers ;  and  in  1643,  Mr.  Williams  came  10  England  as  agent,  and 
obtained  an  abfolute  charter  of  incorporation  of  Providence  and 
Rhode-Ifland  plantations,  empowering  them  to  govern  themfelves 
by  that  form  they  might  voluntarily  agree  upon.  They  agreed 
npon  a  democratic,  Mr.  Williams  juftly  claims  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing been  the  firft  legiflator  in  the  world,  in  its  latter  ages,  who  ef- 
feftually  provided  for,  and  eftabliflied  a  free,  full,  and  abfolute  li- 
berty of  confcience.  This  was  the  chief  caufe  that  united  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rhode-Ifland  and  thofe  of  Providence,  and  made  them 
one  people,  and  one  colony.  The  foundation  principle  on  which 
this  colony  was  firft  fettled,  was,  that  "  every  man  who  fubmits 
peaceably  to  the  civil  authority,  may  peaceably  worfliip  God  accor- 
ding to  the  diftates  of  his  own  confcience  without  moleftation."  And 
when  the  colony  was  applied  to  in  1656,  by  the  four  United  Colo- 
nies, "  to  join  them  in  taking  effedtual  methods  to  fupprefs  the 
Quakers,  and  prevent  their  doctrines  being  propagated  in  the  coun- 
try ;"  the  aflembly  returned  for  anfwer,  "  We  fiiall  ftriftly  adhere 
to  the  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  firft  fettled." 

In  July  8th,  1663,  Charles  II.  granted  an  ample  charter,  whereby 
the  colony  was  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of 
the  Go<ver»or  and  Company  of  the  Englijh  Colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  a^id 
Providence  Plantations  in  NenV'En^Iand  in  America.  The  charter  re 
ferved  only  allegiance  to  the  king,  without  the  fmalleft  fliare  of  ths 
legiflative  or  executive  powers. 

A  w'v'm  oi  quo  warranto  was  iflTued  out  againft  the  colony,  which 
was  brought  June  26,  1686.  The  aflfembly  determined  not  to  Hand 
fuit.  After  the  revolution,  they  were  allowed  by  government  to  re^ 
fume  their  charter,  no  judgment  having  been  given  againft  it. 

New-Hampfliire  and  the  Main  were  fettled  about  the  fame  tiire 
with  the  ^laflachufetts,  the  former  by  Captain  John  Mafon,  and 
the  latter  by  Sir  R,  Gorges,  who  had  obtained  grants  of  land  from 
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tlje  Plymouth  Council,  and  vvhofe  views  were  to  enrich  themfelvcs, 
by  the  fifhing  trade  at  fea,  and  the  beaver  trade  on  fliore.  Religion 
had  little  concern  in  the  fettlements ;  but  it  had  fome  in  the  planta- 
tion of  Exeter,  on  the  river  Pafcataqua,  which  was  began  by  Mr. 
Wheelwright,  a  minifler  banifhed  from  the  MaiTachufetts,  on  ac- 
count of  the  antinomian  diflenfions  with  which  the  colony  was  con- 
vulfed,and  bya  number  of  his  adherents.  They  formed  themfelves  into 
a  body  politic.  Three  other  diftinft  governments  were  alfo  eftab- 
Ii(hed  on  the  branches  of  the  faid  river.  Thefe  governments  being 
altogether  voluntary,  had  no  fecurity  as  to  their  continuance  ;  and  the 
feveral  fettlers  were  too  divided  in  opinion  to  form  any  good  general  plan 
of  permanent  admin iflratiori.  Therefore  the  more  confiderate  among 
them  treated  with  the  MaiTachufetts  about  taking  them  under  its 
prote«5lion,  which  fully  fuited  the  wiflies  of  that  colony,  as  it  af- 
forded the  heads  of  it  the  opportunity  of  realizing  the  conftrudlon 
they  had  put  upon  a  claufe  of  their  charter,  by  which  they  extended 
their  line  fo  as  to  comprehend  both  Nev^'-Hampfiiire  and  the  Maine. 
The  bufmefs  terminated  in  the  incorporation  Of  the  two  colonies,  on 
condition  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  fliould  enjoy  equal  privileges  : 
they  continued  long  united,  and  were  of  one  heart  and  mind  in  civil 
and  religious  atfairs.'*  When  feparated  by  the  king's  commiiTion 
for  the  government  of  New-Hampfliire,  the  new  affembly  at  their 
firft  meeting,  in  a  letter  of  March  25,  1680,  to  the  governor  of  the 
MaiTachufetts,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general  court,  expreiTed 
their  full  fatisfadion  in  the  pafl:  connexion,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
care  that  had  been  exercifed  over  them,  and  of  their  having  been 
well  governed,  and  an  unfeigned  defn^e  that  a  mutual  correfpon- 
dence  between  them  might  be  fettled. -|- 

The  towns  in  the  province  of  Maine,  after  a  time,  fell  into  a  flate 
of  confudon.  The  MafTachufetts  took  that  opportunity  for  encou- 
raging the  difpofition  which  prevailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to 
fubmit  to  their  jurifdidion;  and  to  forward  their  compliance,  granted 
the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  enjoyed  by  their  ovrn,  for  they 
were  aJl  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath,  whereas  every  where  .elfe  -no 
one  could  be  made  fi'ee,  unlefs  he  was  a  church  memiber.  The  pro- 
vince was  made  a  county  by  the  name  of  Yorkfliire  ;  and  the  towns 
fent  reprefentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Boflon.  Though  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confentto  this  regulation^ 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hiuorv,  vol.  I.  p.  26S.         f  Ibid.  p.  328. 
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great  oppoiitlon  was  made  by  fomfe  principal  perfons,  who  feverely 
reproached  the  Maltachufetts,  for  ufing  force  in  order  to  reduce  the 
province;  but  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of  it,  and  were, 
contented.  They  continued  in  union  with  the  Maflachufetts  until 
1665,  when  a  fhort  feparation  commenced  ;  after  which  they  were 
again  united. 

Having  thus  given  a  (ketch  of  the  fettlement  of  New-England,  and 
the  remainder  of  its  hiltory  being  conne£ted  with  that  of  the  general 
confederacy,  we  fliall  proceed  to  give  a  concife  view  of  its  diflfereat 
States  as  they  now  fland,  attaching  to  each  a  narration  of  fuch  parti- 
culars as  are  not  interwoven  in  the  general  hiflory  of  the  union.  *  ' 

*  If  the  reader  wifhes  to  obtain  a  more- extenfive  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  Ncw- 
tngland,  he  js  referred  to  Hutchit-fon's  Hiftory  of  Maflachufetts — Hazard's  Hiftorical 
Collections,  4to.  2  vols. — Belknap's  Hiftory  of  New  Hamplhire— .The  firft  letter  ia 
Dr.  Gordon's  Hiftojy  of  the  American  Revolution — Governor  Winthrop's  Journal — 
Chalmer's  Political  Annals — and  Gookins'  Hiftorical  Collections  of  the  Indians  in 
Kew-England,  publiJhed  in  Boflon  by  the  Hiftorical  Society,  in  the  America* 
ApolJpj  ^792. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

JL  HIS  State  is  lituated  between  42°  44' and  45°  N.  latitude,  and  i^ 
35' and  3^*30' Ei  longitude  from  Philadelphia}  its  length  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  feventy :  it  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lotvet-Canada,  eafl  by  Connefticut  river, 
which  divides  it  from  Nev^-Hampfliire,  fduth  by  Maflachufetts, 
and  weft  by  New-York ;  the  Green*  Mountain  runs  from  fouth  by 
Dorth  through  it,  and  divides  the  State  nearly  in  themiddle^ 

This  tra6t  of  country,  called  Vermont,  before  the  late  war,  was 
claimed  both  by  New- York  atidNew-Hampfiiire ;  and  thefe  interfering 
claims  have  been  the  occafion  of  much  warm  altercation,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  it  would  be  neither  entertaining  nor  ufeful  to  detail. 
Thefe  clairns  were  not  finally  adjufted  till  fince  the  peace.  On  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrift,  coniidcring  themfelves  as  in  a  ftate 
©f  nature,  and  not  within  the  jurifdi(5libn  either  of  New- York  or 
New-Hampfliire,  aflbciated  and  formed  for  themfelves  a  conftitution, 
tinder  which  they  have  continued  to  exercife  all  the  powers  of  an 
independent  flate,  and  have  proipered.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1791, 
agreeably  to  ad  of  Congrefs  of  December  6th  j  1790^  this  State  be- 
came one  of  the  United  States,  and  coriflitutes  the  fourteenth,  and 
not  the  leaft  refpedable  pillar  in  the  American  Union. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 
The  climate  of  this  State  is  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  favoura- 
ble both  to  man  and  vegetation.  The  winter  feafon  commonly  lafb 
from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  middle  of  April,  during 
which  tiie  inhabitants  enjoy  a  ferene  (ky  and  a  keen  cold  air.  Snow 
begins  to  fall,  commonly,  by  the  ift  of  November}  but  the  perma- 
nent fnows  do  not  fall  till  about  the  loth  of  December,  which  pre* 
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-vent  the  ground  freezing  to  any  confiderable  depth. — In  April  the 
fnow  is  gradully  diflTdlved  by  the  warm  influences  of  the  fun,  which 
moiftens  and  enriches  the  earth,  and  vegetation  advances  with  fur- 
prifing  rapidity. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  hilly,  but  not  rocky;  northward 
to  the  Canada  line  it  is  flat :  the  country  at  large  is  well  watered, 
having  Michifcoui,  Lamoille,  Onion,  and  Otter  Creek  rivers,  which 
run  acrofs  it  from  eaft  to  weft  into  Lake  Chaniplain  ;  Weft,  Sexton's, 
Black,  Waterquechee,  White,  Ompompanoofuck,  Weld's,  WVit's, , 
Paflumfick,  and  feveral  fmaller  rivers,  which  run  from  weft  to  eaft 
into  Connecticut  river.  Over  the  river  Lamoille  is  a  natural  ftone 
bridge,  feven  or  eight  rods  in  length.  Otter  Creek  is  navigable  for 
boats  fifty  miles ;  the  banks  of  this  river  are  excellent  land,  being 
annually  overflowed  and  enriched.  White  river  takes  its  name  from 
the  peculiar  whitenefs  of  its  water,  caufed  by  the  clear  white  ftones 
and  gravel  which  conftitute  the  bed  of  this  river  quite  to  its  fource. 
This  peculiarity  deceives  people  in  regard  to  its  depth.  It  rifes  in 
the  center  of  the  ftate,  flows  through  a  rich  tra6t  of  country  free 
from  fwamps,  and  empties  into  the  Connefticut  four  miles  below 
Dartmouth  College,  and  is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  wide,  fome  diftance  from  its  mouth.  Ompompanoofuck 
is  a  fliort,  furious  river,  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards  wide, 
emptying  into  the  Connecticut  at  Norwich.  Weld's  is  alfo  a  ftiort 
and  rapid  river,  forty  yards  acrofs.  Paflumfick  is  one  hundred yar^s 
wide,  and  noted  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  falmon  it  pro- 
duces :  on  this  river,  which  is  fettled  twenty  miles  up,  are  fome  of 
the  beft  townftiips  in  the  State. 

Lakes  Memphremagog,  Willoughby  and  Bombazon,  are  alfo 
in  this  State.  The  former  is  the  refervoir  of  three  confiderable 
ftreams,  Black,  Barton,  and  Clyde  rivers.  One  of  thefe  rifes  in 
Willoughby  lake,  and  forms  a  communication  between  that  and 
lake  St.  Peter's,  in  the  ri/er  St.  Lawrence;  ifliiing  from  Wil- 
loughby's  lake,  it  empties  into  Memphremagog,  and  thence,  by 
the  name  of  St.  Francis,  empties  into  the  St.  Peter.  This  river  is 
Tiot  all  the  way  navigable,  oth'erwife  it  would  afford  a  communica- 
tion of  very  great  importance  to  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  as 
the  fettlers  might  tranfport  their  produce  with  great  eafe  to  Mon- 
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treal  or  Quebec.  Willoughby's  lake  furnifties  filh  lekmhVitig  baffi, 
of  an  excellent  flavour,  weighing  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds.  T/jey 
form  a  moji  Jelicious  feafl  for  the  ne^M  fettlers :  people  travel  twenty 
miles  to  this  lake  to  procure  a  winter's  ftock  of  this  fifli.  Lake 
Bcmbazon,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  gives  rife  to  a  branch  of 
Poultney  River. 

Befides  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  there  are  feveral  other  fprings,  ponds, 
and  other  collections  of  water,  whrch  are,  in  general,  remarkably 
clear,  arid  afford  abundance  of  trout,  perch,  and  other  freili  water  fifli. 
The  principal  mountain  in  this  State  is  the  one  we  have  ah'eady 
mentioned,  which  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  center,  between 
Conneiflicut  river  and  lake  Champlain.  The  afcent  from  the  eaft  to 
the  .top  of  this  mountain  is  much  eafier  than  from  the  weft,  till  you 
get  to  Onion  river,  where  the  mountain  terminates.  The  height  of 
land  is  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  and 
about  the  fame  diftance  frorn  the  New-York  line.  The  natural 
growth  upon  this  mountain  is  hemlock,  pine,  fpruce,  and  other 
evergreens ;  hence  it  has  always  a  green  appearance,  and  on  this  ac- 
count has  obtained  the  defcriptive  name  of  Ver  Mons,  or  Green 
Mountain.  On  fome  high  parts  of  this  mountain  fnow  lies  till  May, 
and  fometimes  till  June.  This  chain  of  mountains  pafTes  through 
MaflTachufetts  and  Connefticut,  and  terminates  in  New-Haven. 

Another  noted  mountain  in  this  State  is  Afchutney,  bordering  on 
Connecticut  river,  in  the  townfliips  of  Wlndfor  and  Weathersfield, 
and  Upper  Great  Monadnock,  quite  in  the  north-ealt  corner  of  the 
S^ate. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hills  and  mountains  are  generally  co- 
vered on  the  eaft  fides  with  what  is  called  hard  wood,  fuch  as  birch, 
beech,  maple,  afti,  elm,  and  butternut;  and  the  weft  fide  is  gene- 
ral ty  covered  v/ith  evergreens. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
The  foil  of  Vermont  affords  the  befl  of  pafturage ;  fome  of  xht 
fineft  beef  cattle  in  the  world  are  driven  from  this  State  ;  horfes  alfo 
are  raifed  for  exportation.  The  natural  growth  upon  the  rivers  is 
white  pines  of  feveral  kinds,  intermingled  with  low  intervales  of 
beech,  elm,  and  white  oak.  Back  from  the  rivers  the  land  is  thickly 
timbered  with  birch,  fugar  maple,  afh,  butternut,  and  white  oak 
of  an  excellent  quality:  a  great  part  is  well  adapted  for  tillage,  and 
the  foil  is  natural  for  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  flax,  hemp,  &c. 
2  '  Indian 
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Indian  corn,  tack  from  the  river,  is  frequently  injured  by  the  froft  ; 

but  on  the  river  it  is  raifcd  in  as  great  perfe<5tion  as  in  any  part  of 

New-England,  owing  in  e  great  meafiire  to  the  fogs  arifing  from  the 

river,  which  either  prevent  or  extraft  the  froft :  thefe  fogs'begin  as 

foon  as  the  corn  is  in  danger  from  frofts,  and  laft  till  mild  weather 

commences.     Fruit  trees,  in  the  northern  counties  of  this  State,  d® 

not  profper. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  feven  counties,  viz.  Addison,  Ben- 
nington, Chittendon,  Rutland,  Orange,  Windsor,  and 
Windham  ;  the  four  firft  of  thefe  are  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Green 
Mountain,  and  the  three  latter  on  the  eaft. 

Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  upwards  of  two  hundred  town- 
fliips,  which  are  generally  fix  miles  fqnare  ;  in  every  townfliip  is  a 
referve  of  two  right.s  of  land,  of  three  hundred  and^  fifty  acres 
each,  one  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  public  fchools,  the 
other  to  be  given  in  fee  to  the  firft  minifter  who  fettles  in  the 
townfhip.  A  part  of  the  townfliips  was  granted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Ncw-Hampfliire,  and  -the  other  by  that  of  Vermoat.  In 
thofe  townfliips  granted  by  the  former,  a  right  of  land  is  referved 
for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts ;  in  thofe  granted  by 
the  latter,  a  college"  right,  and  a  right  for  the  fupport  of  county 
grammar  fchools^  are  referved  :  in  thefe  refervations  liberal  provi- 
iion  is  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel,  and  tor  the  promotiot) 
of  common  and  collegiate  education, 

CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES, 

In  a  new  and  interior  country,  large,  populous  towns  are  not  to  be 
cxpefted.  Bennington,  fituated  near  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  State,  is  one 
/of  the  largeft  ;  it  contains  a  number  of  handfome  houfes,  a  congrega- 
tional church,  a  court  houfe  and  gaol.  A  famous  battle  was  fought  in 
or  near  this  town,  during  the  late  war  in  1777,  between  Brigadicrr 
general  Starke,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  undifciplined  militip, 
and  a  detachment  of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baum  ;  in  this  aftion,  and  the  one  that  fucceeded  it,  in  the 
fame  place,  and  on  the  fame  day,  between  a  reinforcement  of  the 
Britifli,  under  Colonel  Breymen,  and  General  Starke,  who  was  re 
inforced  by  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  continental  regiment,  were 
taken  four  brafs  field  pieces,  and  other  military  ftores,  and  {even 
jiundred  prifoners.  The  overthrow  of  thefe  detachments  was  the  firft 

,/    ^      OFTHf     ^     ^ 
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link  in  a  grand  chain  of  caufes,  which  finally  proved  the  ruin  of 
the  royal  army.  This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State,  being 
firft  fettled  aboirt:  the  year  1764,  and  was  till  lately  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment. 

Windfor  and  Rutland,  by  a  late  aft  of  the  legillature,  are  alter- 
nately to  be  the  feat  of  government  for  eight  years.  I'he  former  is 
fituated  on  Conne6iicut  river ;  the  latter  lies  upon  Otter  Creek ; 
both  are  flourifliing  towns.  Guilford,  Brattelborough,  Putney, 
Weftminfter,  Weathersfield,  Hartland,  Norwich,  and  Newbury,  are 
confiderable  towns,  lying  from  fouth  to  north,  on  Connefticut  river. 
Newbury  is  the  fliire  town  of  Orange  county,  which  comprehends 
about  three-eighths  of  the  whole  State  ;*  it  has  a  court-houfe,  and  a 
very  elegant  meeting-houfe  for  Congregationaliils,  with  a  fteeple, 
the  firft  ereded  in  ihe  State.  Newbury  court-boufe  ftands  on  the 
high  lands  back  from  the  river,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  what 
is  called  the  groat  Ox  Bow,  which  is  formed  by  a  curious  bend  in  the 
river  ;  it  is  one  of  the  mofl  beautiful  and  fertile  meadows  in  New- 
England  ;  the  circumference  of  this  bow  is  about  four  miles  and  a 
half;  its  greatefl  depth  is  feven-eighths  of  a  mile,  containing  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres :  at  the  feafon  when  nature  is  drefTed  in 
her  green  attire,  a  view  of  this  meadow  from  the  high  lands  is  truly 
luxuriant, 

Shaftfbur)',  Pownal,  Manchefter,  Clarendon,  Poultney,  Pawlet, 
Danby,  and  Charlotte,  are  confiderable  and  flourifliing  towns,  weft 
of  the  mountain.  In  the  town  of  Orwell  is  Mount  Independence, 
at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  lake  Champlain,  oppofite  to  which  is 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  ledge  of  rocks  in  the  town  of  Brad- 
ford, in  the  county  of  Orangje  ;  it  lies  on  the  weft  bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  and  is  as  miich  as  20p  feet  high  ;  it  appears  to  hang 
over  and  threaten  the  traveller  as  he  pafTes :  the  fpace  between  this 
ledge  and  the  river  is  fcarcely  wide  enough  for  a  road. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Tinmoutb,  on  the^  fide  of  a  fmall  hill,  is  a 
very  curious  cave;  the  chafm  at  its  entrance  is  about  four  feet  in 
circumference  :  entering  this  you  defcend  one  hundred  and  four  feet, 
and  then  opens  a  fpacious  room,  tvventy  feet  in  breadth,  and  one 

'■^'  Grncral  Eayley  and  Colonel  Tho^ias  Johnfon  enteiprifed  the  firft  fettlements  into 
this  part  of  the  country,  about  the  year  1762.  At  this  period  there  was  no  road  nor 
human  inhabitant  for  feventy  miles  down  the  river,  nor  for  as  many  miles  eaftward — 
it  is  how  thickly  in  .abated  by  thriving  farmers.  " 

'       '  hun- 
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Irandred  feet  in  length;  the  angle  of  defcent  is  about  45  degrees. 
The  roof  of  this  cavern  is  of  rock,  through  which  the  water  is  con- 
tinually percolating.  The  ftalsftites  which  hang  from  the  roof  ap- 
pear like  icicles  on  the  eves  of  houfes,  and  are  continually  increafing 
in  number  and  magnitude.  The  bottom  and  fides  are  daily  incruft- 
ing  with  fpar  and  other  mineral  fubftances.  On  the  Udes  of  this 
Subterraneous  hall  are  tables,  chairs,  benches,  &c.  which  appear  to 
have  been  artificially  carved.  This  richly  ornamented  room,  when 
illuminated  with  the  candle%of  the  guides,  has  an  enchanting  efte£t 
upon  the  eye  of  the  fpedator.  The  general  caufe  of  thefe  aftonifli« 
ing  appearances,  we  conclude,  from  the  various  circumftances  ac- 
companying them,  is  the  water  filtrating  flowly  through  the  incum- 
bent Jlrata ;  and  taking  up  in  its  paflage  a  variety  of  mineral  fub- 
ftances, thus  becoming  faturated  with  metallic  particles,  gradually 
€xfuding  on  the  furface  of  the  caverns  and  fiffures,  in  a  quiefcent 
flate,  the  aqueous  particles  evaporate,  and  leave  the  mineral  fub- 
ftances to  unite  according  to  their  affinities. 

At  the  end  of  this  cave  is  a  circular  hole,  fifteen  feet  deep,  appa- 
rently hewn  out  in  a  conical  form,  enlarging  gradually  as  you  de- 
fcend,  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf;  at  the  bottom  is  a  fpring  of 
frefli  water  in  continual  motion,  like  the  boiling  of  a  pot  j  its  depth 
has  never  been  founded. 

In  fome  low  lands  over  againft  the  great  Ox  Bow,  a  remarkable 

fpring  was  difcovered  about  twenty  years  fince  ;  it  dries  up  once  ia 

two  or  three  years,  and  burfi:s  out  in  another  place  ;  it  has  a  flrong 

fmell  of  fulphur,  and  throws  up  continually  a  peculiar  kind  of  white 

iand,  and  when  the  water  is  left  to  fettle,  a  thick  yellow  fcum  rifes  oa 

its  top. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Vermont,  according  to  the  cenfus  taken  in 
J 790,  was  as  follows; 
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This  population  is  now,  no  doubt,  increafed,  but,  as  no  returns 
have  (ince  been  made,  it  is  impoffible  to  Hate  the  increafe  with  any 
accuracy  ;  but  ye  cannot  deviate  far  from  truth  in  ftating  the  prefent 
number  of  male  inhabitants  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  at  about 
twenty-three  thoufand,  thofe  under  at  nearly  the  iame,  and  the  total 
number  of  jfemales  at  forty-two  thoufand  :  this  calculation  poflefles, 
at  leaft,  the  merit  of  not  over-rating  the  numbers,  ajid  is  warranted 
b^  the  account  "^hich  Mr.  Belknap  has  given  of  the  population  of 

Ha  a  neigh* 
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a  neighbouring  St^te.     As  a  proof  that  the  popula'tiori  of  this  State 
Ijas  rapidly  increafgd,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  town  of  Danville, 
which,  according  to 'j^e  preceding  account,  contained  in  1790,  five 
hundred  and  ieventy-four  inhabitants,  was  five  years  before  a  wil4' 
(dernefs  without  a  fingle  family.  ■    vi' 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  &c.  '  I 

Tlie  principal  body  of  the  people  are  Congregationalifls  and  Bap**' 
tifls ;  the  other  denominations  are  Prefbyterians  and  Epifcopalians ; 
their  character  and  maimers,  as  might  be  expefted,.  various,  being  an 
aflemblage  of  people  from  various  places,  of  differ&nt  fentiments 
and  habits,  who  have  not  lived  together  long  enough  to  aflimilate 
and  form  a  general  chara6ler;  affemble  together  m  imagination^  a 
number  of  individuals  of  different  nations — confider  them  as  living 
together  amicably,  and  aflifting  each  other  through  the  toU?  and  dif- 
^culti'^  of  life;  and  yet  rigoroufly  oppofed  in  particular  religious 
ahd  fibirti(ial  tenets;  jealous  of  their  rulers,  and  tenacious  of  their 
lib(^rt?es,  Hifpoftions  <which  ari^inate  naturally  from  the  dread  of  ex^ 
■ph'fehcm  ppprejfion^  a7id  the  habit  of  living  under  a  free  government^ 
apd' yi^U^  have  a  pretty  juft  idea  of  the  charafter  of  the  people  of 
Vermont.  Indolence  is  never  a  chara6teri{lical  feature  of  the  fettlers 
pf  a  new  country;  emigrants  in  general  are  a^live  and  induftrious  ; 
the  oppofite  chara6ters  have  neither  fpirit  nor  inclination  to  quit 
tlteir  native  fpot.  The  inference  is,  that  Vermont  is  peopled  with 
^h  aftive,  itiduilrio'us,  hardy,  frugal  race  ;  as  is  really  the  cafe.  And  - 
as  it  is  a  rnaxim  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  new  countries,  grow  vir*,; 
tuous  before  they  degenerate,  it  will  inoft  probably  be  fo  in  Vef»^ 
moht.  !        '  "'\'h 

The  military  ftrength  of  this  State  is  truly  refpe^^ablc;  %% 
fair  back  as  1788,  there  were  upwards  of  fcventeen  thoufand  citi- 
z^s  Up6ir"f!if"rnilitiT^  rolls  ;th~cfeconfTfi:e<l  of  two  divffibns,  one 
on  the  weft,  the  other  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain  ;  in  thefe 
two  divifions  were  feven  brigades,  confining  of  twenty-two  regi- 
nltehti^  The  bravery  of  the  Vermonteers,  or  Green  Mountairv- 
boys,  is  proverbial.  ''--^ 

:.■'        '     '     .        ■    ■    '  -^ 

J*^.  TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES.  y.'l 

•  'The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  trade  principally  with  Boftoi ,  New-* 
York,  and  Hartford.  The  articles  of  export  are  chiefly  pot  and 
pe^rl  allies,  beef^  hoifcs,  g^iin^l  foipe  butter  a^icj  chc'cfe,  lumber,  &c* 
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The  inhabkants  generally  manufedure  their  own  clothing,  in  the 
family  way.  Grain  has  been  raifed  in  fuch  plenty  within  a  few  years 
paft,  that  they  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  manufafture  of 
corn  fpirits :  for  this  purpofe  fix  or  feven  flills  have  already  been. 
cre<fted,  which  yield  a  fufficietit  fupp]y  for  the  people,  and  a  profit  t» 
the  owners.  Vaft  quantities  of  pot  and  pearl  aflies  are  made  ia 
every  part  of  the  State  ;  but  one  of  the  moft  important  manufadures 
in  this  State  is  that  of  maple  fugar ;  it  has  been  eflimated  by  a  com- 
petent judge,  that  the  average  quantity  made  by  every  family  fitu- 
ated  on  the  b^ck  of  Connecticut  river  is  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year :  one  man,  with  but  ordmar}'  advantages,  in  one  month,  made 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  of  a  quality  equal  to  imported  brown 
fugar.  In  two  towns,  in  Orange  county,  containing  no  more  than 
forty  families,  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  of  fugar  were  made  in  the 
year  1791.  The  probability  is,  that  in  a  few  years  maple  fugar  will 
become  an  article  of  export.  In  fome  part  of  the  State  the  inhabi- 
tants are  beginning  to  line  the  roads  with  maple  trees ;  and  it  would 
certainly  be  a  wile  meafure  if  this  pra6tice  fiiould  become  general 
throughout  the  States  ;  orchards  of  thefe  trees,  planted  on  floping 
hills,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafy  to  collect  the  juice,  might  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantages  to  the  owners, 

LITERATURE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Much  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  literature! 
itt  this  State;  but  their  profpeds  in  this  regard  are  good.  In  every 
charter  of  a  town,  as  we  have  mentioned,  provifion  is  made  for 
fchools,  by  referving  a  certain  quantity  of  land  folely  for -their  fup- 
port.  The  afiembly  of  this  State,  in  their  Oftober  fefiion  in  1791, 
paffed  an  a6t  for  the  eHrabhlhment  of  a  college  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, on  lake  Champlain,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Onion  river,  and 
appointed  ten  tniftees.  General  Ira  Allen,  one  of  the  trullees,  on 
certain  conditions,  has  offered  lands,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  four  thou- 
fand pounds  towards  this  eftablifliment. 

The  expediency  of  opening  a  communication  between  the  waters 
of  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river  ;  and  of  rendering  the  navif 
gation  of  Connedicut  river  more  eafy  and  advantageous,  has  been 
difculfed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State ;  and  meafures  have  beei^ 
^opted  to  effeft  the  latter^  by  incorporating  a  company  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  locking  Bellow's  f^lls,  who  are  to  complete  the  work  within' 
fpqr  years  from  the  palling  of  the  adl,  and  to  receive  a  toll  for  all 
.  ^  boats 
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boats  that  pafs  ;  the  toll  to  be  a  fubjcft  of  regulation.  The  works 
are  already  begun,  and  when  completed  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  State,  by  facilitating  the  exportation  of  their  produce.  The 
other  propofed  canal  between  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  rivcir 
would  alfo  be  important^  but  k  is  doubtful  whether  it  will,  at  pr^i* 
lent,  beaccomplifhed.  '  •'*t'fn  ^rf'^ 

Having  thus  given  a  conclfe  account  of  this  State,  and  nothing  ma- 
terial occurring  in  its  hiflory  to  entitle  it  to  a  feparate  difcuflion,  we 
ihall  clofe  it  with  a  view  of  its  conftitution  and  government.  '^  > 

CONSTITUTION.  r  viT^^; 

__,.,-,  ._^  ...  r-        .        ."''Mr'p'tfffr! 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  by  their  repreientatives  m  conven- 

tiioD,  atWindfor,   on  the  25th  of  December,   1777,  declared  that 

the  territory  called  Vermot^t  was,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free 

and  independent  State ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  regular 

government  in  the  fame,  they  made  a  folemn  declaration  of  their 

ifight^,   and  ratified  a  conftitution,  of  which  the  following  is  an 

DECLARATION   OF   RIGHTS.     ^    . 

The  declaration,  which  makes  a  part  of  their  conftitution,  aflerts 
that  all  men  are  born  equally  free — with  equal  rights,  and  ought  to 
enjoy  liberty  of  confcience — freedom  of  the  prefs — trial  by  jury- 
power  to  form  new  ftates  in  vacant  countries,  and  to  regulate  their 
own  internal  police-r«-that  all  eleftions  ought  to  be  frec-^that  all  power 
K  originally  in  the  people — that  government  ought  to  be  inftitutcd 
fcr  the  common  benefit  of  the  community — and  that  the  community 
haye  a  rjght  to  reform  or  abolifti  government — that  every  member 
of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property--* 
and  in  return  is  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  the  expencc 
cf  that  protection,  and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceflary-^ 
that  he  {hall  not  be  obliged  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf— that  the 
people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms— but  no  ftanding  armies  iliall  be 
maintained  in  time  of  peace — that  the  people  have  a  right  to  bold 
tliemfelves,  their  houfes,  papers,  and  pofleflions,  free  from  fearch  or 
feizure — and  therefore  warrants  without  oaths  firft  made,  affording 
fufficient  foundation  for  them,  are  contrary  to  th^t  right,  and  ought 
flot  to  be  granted — that  no  perfon  fliall  be  liable  to  be  tranfported 
out  pf  this  ftate  fof  ui^,.fo4r^^y,  pfeqce^i^nam^  this 

r-.^,,  /  '    'r.  Vcrnaont, 


-*yx^?f/flr  FRAME'^F-GOYBRNMBNT.  ' 

",v^ By f the  frame  of  government,  the  fupreme  Icgiflativc  power  Jg 
vefted  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of 
Vermentj  t^;be  chofcn  annually  by  the  freemen  on  the  firft  Tucfday 
in  September,  and  to  meet  the  iecond  Thiirfday  of  the  fucceeding 
Odober. — This  body  is  veiled  with  all  the  powers  neceffary  for  the 
Itgillature  of  a  free  ftatc.-*-Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  reprc- 
fentativcs  eleded  make  a  quorum. 

Each  inhabited  town  throughout  the  State  has  a  right  to  fend  on« 
reprefentative  to  the  aflembly.  ,; 

The  fuprehie  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  lieU' 
tenant-governor,  and  twelve  counfellors,  to  be  chofen  annually 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  vefted  with  the  fame  powers  as  in  Con. 
ne^icut. 

Every  perfon  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  redded  in 
the  State  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eleftion  of  reprefentatives^ 
and  is  of  a  quiet,  peaceable  behaviour,  and  will  bind  ^imfelf  by  his 
oath,  to  do  what  he  fliall  in  confcience  judge  to  be  raoft  conducive 
to  thcbeft  good  of  the  State,  fliall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  before  he  takes  his 
feat,  muft  declare  his  belief  in  one  God,  in  future  rewards  and  pu- 
nishments, and  in  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teilament,  and  muft  profefs  the  protellant  religion. 
•  Courts  of  juftice  are  to  be  eftabliflied  in  ever^  county  throughout 
the  State.  ^  ^'  ^^^.:^'^    -    -l-r'  ^  .-.^..^...^-  K^ipi?  ^iu   V  '.r.^,.^:•  '^ 

The  fupfenie'  court,  arid  the  fevefat  courts  6f  cOriimbh  pleas  of 
this  State,  befides  the  powers  ufually  cxercifed  by  fuch  courts,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  perpetuating 
teftimony,  obtaining  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  State,  and 
the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofe  who  are  non  compotes 
mentis,  &c.  All  profecutions  arc  to  be  commenced  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  Ic- 
giflature  arc  to  regulate  entails  fo  as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 
'^  All  field  and  ftaff  officers,  and  commiffioned  officers  of  the 
army,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  militia,  ihall  be  chofen  by  the 
general  aflembly,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  governor. 
^  Every  feventh  year,  beginning  with  the  year  178^,  thirteen  pef- 
fons,  none  of  whom  are  to  be  of  the  council  or  aflertibly,  (liall  te 
chofen  by  the  freemen,  and  be  called  *»  the  council  of  cenfors/* 
3  whofe 
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whofe  duty  it  Ihall  be  to  inquire  whether  the  conftitution  has  been 
preferved  inviolate  in  every  part— whether  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive powers  have  been  properly  exercifed — taxes  juftly  laid  and  col- 
lefted^the  public  monies  rightly  dilpofed  of — and  the  laws  duly 
executed. — For  thefe  purpofes  they  fliall  have  power  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  &c. — to  pafs  public  cenfures — to  order  impeach- 
ments, and  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  all  laws  enacted  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  They  are  to  be  vefted  with  thefe 
powers  for  one  year  only,  after  the  day  of  their  election. 

The  council  of  cenfors,  when  nepeffary,  may  call  a  convention, 
to  meet  two  years  after  their  fitting — to  alter  the  conftitution — the 
propofed ,  alterations  to  be  publiflied  at  leaft  fix  months  before  the 
cle^tioa  of  delegates  to  fuch  convention. 
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HIS  State  is  fit uated  between  42°  41' and  45°  11'  N.  latitude, 
and  4*  30'  and  6°  17'  E.  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length 
from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern  extremity  is  one  hundred  and 
.  lixty-eight  miles ;  its  greatell:  breadth,  mearured  from  the  entrance 
of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the  mouth  of  Weft  river,  which  falls  into 
Connefticut  river,  oppofite  the  town  of  Chefterfield,  is  ninety  miles. 
This  line  crofles  the  43d  degree  of  latitude.  From  this  line  north- 
erly, New-Hampfliire  decreafes  in  breadth.  On  the  44th  degree 
of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five  miles,  and  on  the  45th  degree,  nineteen 
miles  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of  MalTachufetts,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fhore,  at  a  point 
three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  pur- 
fuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  curvature  of  that  river,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance,  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  of  Patucket  fall,  in 
the  town  of  Dracut.  From  this  point,  the  line  extends  on  a  fup- 
pofed  due  well  courfe,  till  it  crofl'es  Connedticut  river,  and  ends  on 
its  weftern  bank,  the  dillance  being  fifty-five  iniles. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Connedicut  river,  up  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  the  weftern  bank  of  that  river  is  the 
weftern  boundary  of  New-Hampfliire,  and  the  eaftern  boundary  of 
Vermont. 

On  its  eaftern  fide,  New-Hampdiire  is  bounded  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  from  the  aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward  of  the 
mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the  fliore,  to  the  middle  of  the 
miin  entrance  ofPafcataqua  harbour,  which  diftance  is  computed  to 
be  about  eighteen  miles.     Thence  the  boundary  line  runs  up  the 
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middle  of  the  river,  to  its  moft  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond, 
litiiated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  partly  in  the  town  of 
Shapley,  in  the  county  of  York  ;  a  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  of  about  forty  miles,  in  N.  N.  W.  courfe.  From  the  head 
of  this  pond,  according  to  thei'oyal  determination,  in  1740,  the  di- 
viding line  was  to  run  "  north,  two  degrees  weft^  till  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  were  finifhed,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  har- 
bour, or  until  it  meet  with  bis  Majefty's  other  governments."  The 
reafon  for  mentioning  this  fpecilic  diilance  in  the  decree,  was,  that 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of  the  pi'ovince  of 
Maine.  At  that  time,  no  other  government  fubjed  to  the  Britift^ 
crown  lay  in  that  dire6tioii*  In  1763,  the  new  province  of  Quebec' 
was  erected,  and  its  fouthern  boundary  was  *'  a  line  pafiing  along 
the  high  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  fea."  By  the* 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands 
fouthward  of  that  line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaflvvard  "  to  the 
north-weft  head  of  ConneiSicut  river,  and  thence  clown  along  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude," 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States^  Thefe  determinations  have  beeii 
fo  conftrued,  as  to  favour  an  extenfion  of  the  line  between  New^ 
Hampfliire  and  IJ^Iaine,  to  the  high  lands  which  bound  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec;  a  diftance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  northern 
limits  of  the  province  of  Maine. 

New-Hampfliire  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  theBritifli  province  of 
Quebec,  The  north-eaftenl  extremity  6f  this  bouudarj?^  line  is  a 
birch  tree,  marked  N.  E.  New-Ham pflii re,  1789.  This  line  ex- 
t-ends  along  the  high  lands,  feventeen  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
feven  rods,  to  the  head  of  the  north-weftern  branch  of  Connecticut 
river;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  infcribed  N.  H.  N.  W.' 
1789.  Thence  the  boundary  defcends  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  ilorth-weftern  branch,  which  there 
unites  with  the  north-eallern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

AIR,  CLIMATE,  AND  SEASONS. 
The  air  of  New-Hampfliire  is  generally  pure  and  falubrioils^ 
During  the  winter  months,  the  prevailing' wind  is  from  the  north-- 
Weft,  which  is  dry.  Cold,  and  bracing  ;  it  rarely  brings  fno\v^  but' 
When  it  does,  the  degree  of  cold  is  increafed.  That  the  coldnefs  of 
^e  rioith-weli  wind  is  owing  to  the  great^  lakes,  is  a  vulgar  error, 
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eften  retailed  by  geographical  writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking 
people.  All  the  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the  N.  W,  point,  ani 
fome  of  them  fouthward«of  W.  It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
the  inuTienfe  wildernefs,  but  efpeciajly  the  mountains,  when  covered 
with  fnow,  give  a  keenneft  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity 
of  liquor  in  which  it  floats ;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  con- 
veys its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  ftorms  from 
that  quarter  are  moft  violent,  and  of  longeft  duration  ;  after  which^ 
the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W.  and  blows  brifkly  for  a  day 
or  two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps.  This  effeft  is  produced  only  in 
the  open  grounds ;  in  the  foreli,  the  fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to 
four  feet  in  depth  throughout  the  winter..  On  the  mountains,  the 
(how  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than  in  the  low  grounds.  On 
thofe  elevated  fummits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  drivyig 
the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountains,  where  it 
is  fo  confolidated,  as  not  to  be  eafily  diflblved  by  the  vernal  fun. 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  fouth  fides  of  the  mountains  as  late  as 
May,  and  on  the  highefl  till  July. 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September ;  in  06lober  they  are  more  fre- 
quent, and  by  the  end  of  that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall  collec- 
tions of  water,  but  the  weaher  is  mollly  fcrene.  November  is  a  va- 
riable month,  alternately  wet  and  dry ;  the  furface  of  the  ground  is 
frequently  frozen  and  thawed.  The  fame  weather  continnes  through 
a  part  of  December,  but  commonly,  in  the  cowrfe  of  this  pionth, 
the  rivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  frozen,  and  well  prepared  to 
receive  and  retain  the  fnow.  January  often  produces  a  thaw,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.  In  February,  the  deepeft  fnows  and 
the  coldeft  weather  prevails ;  but  the  loweft  depreflion  of  the  ther- 
mometer is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather.  March  is 
bluftering  and  cold,  with  frequent  flights  of  fnow ;  but  the  fun  is 
then  fo  high  as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.  In  April,  the  open 
country  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow,  but  it  commonly  lies  in  the 
woods  till  May.  This  is  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon,  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  the 
end  of  January  ;  in  1786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember. When  the  fnow  comes  early,  it  preferves  the  ground  from 
being  deeply  frozen,  otherwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth  of 
three  feet  or  more. 
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From'  the  middle  of  September,  the  mornings  and  evenings  oegin 
to  be  fo  chill;,  that  a  fmall  fire  becomes  a  defirable  companion.  In 
Oftober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  Vept  more  lleadily  j  from 
the  time  that,  the  autumnal  rains  come  on  in  November,  it  is  in- 
rariably  necelTary  to  the  end  of  March  ;  in  April  it  is  intermitted  at 
noon;  a  jftorm  is  always  expe6led  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  paft,  the 
chimney  is  not  clofed  ;  they  therefore  reckon  eight  months  of  cold 
weather  in  the  year. 

It  has  often  been  obferved,  that  thunder  clouds,  when  near  the> 
«arth,  feem  to  be  attra6led  by  large  colleftions  of  water.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  reverberated  from 
the  furrounding  mountains  in  a  grand  and  folemn  echo  of  long  conti^ 
nuance. 

A  fouth-weft  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompanied  with  a  ferene  iky, 
and  this  is  the  warmeft  of  their  winds.  The  N.  W.  A^ind  does  not 
blow  in  fummer,  but  after  a  thunder  fliower,  when  its  elaflicity  and 
coolnefs  are  as  refrefliing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  tedious. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefli  rivers  and  ponds,  a  whitifh  fog  in 
the  morning,  lying  over  the  water,  is  a  fure  indication  of  fair  wea- 
ther for  that  day,  and  when  no  fog  is  feen,  rain  is  expelled  before 
night.  In  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pours, and  their  forrqation  into  clouds,  is  a  curious  and  entertaining 
objedt.  The  vapours  are  feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoke 
from  chimneys  ;  when  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread,  meet, 
condenfe,  and  are,  attra6led  by  the  mountains,  where  they  either 
diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replentfli  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in  lliowers, 
accompanied  with  thunder.  After  llibrt  intermiiflions,  the  procefs 
is  repeated  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer  day,  affording  to 
travellers  a  lively  illuftration  of  what  is  obferved  in  the  book  of  Job, 
"  they  are  wet  with  the  fliowers  of  the  mountain."* 

The  aurora  horealis  was  firft  noticed  in.New-Hampfhire,  in  the 
year  i7i9.f     The  cider  people  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  now 

thaa 

*  Job.  xxiv.  8. 

f  The  following  account  of  this  appearance  is  taken  from  the  Bofton  News  Letter 
of  March  14,   1720. 

"  Tiie  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  December  11,  is  the  firft  of 
the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been  feen  in  New-England,  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
obferved  throughout  the  country.  Some  fay  it  was  feen  at  thi^ee  feveral  times,  viz.  at^ 
eight,  twelve,  and  again  toward  morning.     The  account  of  fome  is,  of  a  cloud  lying 
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than  formerly.  It  fometitties  appears  in  the  form  of  a  luminous 
arch,  extending  from  call:  to  weft,  but  mor?  commonly  rifes  from  a 
idark  convexity  In  the  north,  and  flaflies  upward  toward  the  zenith. 
In  n  calm  night,  and  in  the  intervals  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind, 
an  attentive  ear,  in  a  retired  (ituation,  may  perceive  it  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  found.*  This  luminous  appearance  has  been  obferved 
iji  all  feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  ail 
the  intermediate  degrees.  The  colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometimes 
variegated,  white,  blue,  yellow  and  red,  the  luflre  of  which, 
refleded  from  the  fnovv,  is  an  appearance  highly  pidturefque  and  en- 
tertaining. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-  COAST, 
MOUNTAINS,  kc. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  fouthern  boundary, 
to  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  i$  about  eighteen  miles.  The 
fliore  is.  moftly  a  fandy  beech,  within  which  are  fait  marflies,  inter- 
fered by  creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves  for  fiiliing  veflels,  but  the 
only  harbour  for  fliips,  and  the  only  fea  port  in  New-Hampfnire,  is 
Pafcataqua,  where  the  fliore  is  rocky  ;  its  latitude  is  43°  5'  N.  and 
its  longitude  70°  41'  W.  from  the  royal  obfervatory  at  Green- 
wich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies  Great-Ifland,  on  which 
the  town  of  Newcaftle  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  pointof  this  ifland  a 
light  houfe  was  erected  in  1771,  at  the  expence  of  the  provi^ice,  but 
it  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  diredions  for  entering  the 
harbour  are  thefe :  "Ships  coming  from  the  Eaft,  Ihould  keep  in 
twelve  fathom,  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W.  diflant 
jhree  miles,  to  avoid  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour^    then  bear  away  for  the  light,   keeping  the  weftern 

Icngthway,  toward  the  north-weft  ^nd  north-eaft ;  from  the  ends  of  which  -arore  two 
cloud?,  afcending  toward  the  middle  of  the  heavens,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoil 
meeting  each  other,  then  defcending  toward  the  place  whence  they  arofe.  The  air  wa^ 
Ij^ht  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun.fet,  or  before  fun  rife  ;  and  feme  faw  lights,, 
fomething  like  fhooting  ftars,  flreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  fcen  in  our 
towns  all  along  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts  may  in  part  proceed  from  this,  that 
fome  faw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances." 

*  If  any  perfon  would  have  a  precife  idea  of  the  found,  caufed  by  the  flafhing  of  the 
aurora  borealis,  let  him  hold  a  filk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  iti  one  hand,  and  with 
the  thumb  and  finger  of  the  other  hiyid,  make  a  quick  ftroke  along  its  edge. 
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£bore  on  board,  and  coming  no  nearer  that  fliore  than  the  depth  of 
nine  fathoms,  giving  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and  ftanding  over  to 
the  northern  iliore  of  the  river,  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fa- 
thoms, abreafl  of  Sparhawk's  point.  Ships  coming  from  the  fouth- 
-w^rd,  fhouid  obferve  the  fame  dire6iions  refpe^in-g  the  light,  and 
keep  in  nine  fathoms  on  the  vveftern  fliore.'^ 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Ifland  and  Kittery  fhoTc,  is  the 
Biajn  entrance,  jtbout  a  mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.  The 
anchorage  is  good  ;  the  fliore  is  lined  with  rocks ;  the  harbour  fs 
land-locked  on  all  fides,  and  perfectly  fafe.  The  tides  rife  from  ten 
to  fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Great-* 
Ifland  is  called  Little  Harbour ;  the  water  here  is  flioal,  and  the 
fxottom  fandy. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between  which  and  th© 
0iores  are  channels  for  fmall  veflels  and  boats.  Between  the  upper 
end  of  Great-Ifland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on  the  fouthcrrc 
fide  of  th£  river,  is  a  broad,  deep,  fl:ill  water,  called  the  Pool, 
where  the  largefl  fliips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely.  This 
vva3.the  ufual  flation  for  the  njaft  fliips,  of  which  {even  have  been 
loading  at  one  time. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Pierce's  iflaqd  and  Sc^vey's,  on 
each  of  which,  batteries  of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 
iiormed  in  177^.  Here  the  J[^rcam  is  contracted  to  a  very  narrow  paf- 
fage,  and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid,  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 
|)o.ld  rocky  fhore  on  each  fide.  The  rapidity  of  the  current  prevents 
the  river  from  freezing  in  the  feverefl:  winters. 

Tliree  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie  the  ifles  of 
Shoals,  which  are  feven  in  number.  On  Star-Ifland,  the  town 
of  Gofport  is  .built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfliire.  The 
dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the  northward, 
which  belongs  to  Maffachufetts  ;  here  is  a  good  road  with  moorings, 
and  an  artificial  dock  has  been  conftruCled,  with  great  labour  and  ex- 
pence,  by  Mr.  Haley,  for  fifliing  veflels.  Ships  fometimes  take 
fiielter  here  in  bad  weather,  but  it  is  not  then  fafe  for  thofe  of  large 
bulk.  Thefe  iflands  being  of  folid  rock,  with  but  little  earth,  are 
incapable  of  any  improvenient  by  tillage,  though  they  afford  fome 
pafturage  and  gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  carried  on 
the  cod  fifliery  to  great  advantage,  but  it  has  been  for  fome  years 
declining.      Salt-works  have  been  ereded  on   one  of  the  iflands, 
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which  have  yielded  fait  df  A  fuperior  quality,  excellently  adapted  ta 
the  curing  of  fifh. 

The  remarkable  mountain^  Ag^mentlcus,  lies  about  four  leagues 
north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fum- 
mits,  known  by  the  name  of  Froft's  Hills,  at  a  lefs  dillance  on  the 
N.  W.  Thefe  are  fituate  within  the  county  of  York,  formerly  called 
the  province  of  Maine ;  but  from  the  fea,  no  remarkable  high  lands 
appear,  which  are  within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfliire,  nearer  than 
twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  firfl  ridge  is  continued  through  the 
towns  of  Rochefter,  Barrington,  and  Nottingham,  and  the  feveral 
fummits  are  dillinguiflied  by  different  names,  as  TenerifFe,  Saddle- 
back, Tuckaway,  &c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Blue  Hills.  Beyond 
thefe  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  Major,  Moofe  Mountain, 
&c.  thefe  arc  not  in  a  continued  range,  but  detached  ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome  of  which  are,  and  others  are  not, 
diftin<5tly  named.  Farther  back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and 
among  the  third  range,  Chocorua,  Oflapy,  and  Kyarfarge,  claim 
the  pre-eminence.  Beyond  thefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feparates  the  branched  of 
xkiQ  river  Conne<^icut  from  thofe  of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  13 
the  Grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  river  Connec- 
tinit,  and  ten  miles  north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty 
miles  north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  Mountain,  and  forty-eight  miles 
farther  in  the  fame  diredtion  is  Moofhelock.  The  ridge  then  is  con- 
tinued north-eafterly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  river  Connedicut 
from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin.  Here  the  mountains  rile 
much  higher,  and  the  moft  elevated  fummits  in  this  range  are  the 
"White  Mountains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  exterior  furface,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diflance  of  the 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood,  the  fmaller  ones  wholly, 
the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
fnow  remains  ;  but  at  other  times  vary  their  colour  according  to  the 
diftance  of  the  obferver.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  of  the  grey 
colour  of  the  rock,  and  the  farther  he  recedes,  their  appearance  is 
^  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes  nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  &y.  The 
woody  parts  of  mountains,  when  vierved  at  a  fmall  diftance,  are 
green,  at  a  greater  diftance,  blue.  From  fome  favourable  fitua- 
tions,  all  thefe  varieties  may  be  feen  at  once  ;  mountains  of  different 

fliades 
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fiiades,  textures j  and  elevMbfis,  are  |>reftntcH-to  (he'eye  of -the  eu- 
ti6us  observer.      -      '—    "  '  .     .:.      '     .? 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains  is  of  various  kinds,  but  they  have 
ftllmore  or  lefs  of  the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock,  and 
iir,  intermixed  \^ith  Ihrubs  and  vines.  It  is  univerfally  obfei'v^d, 
tliat  trees  of  every  kind  diminifti  in  their  iize  toward  the  fiimmit ; 
many  of  them,  though  ihort,  appear  to  be  very  aged.  On  fome 
mountains  we  find  a  flirubbery  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  whofe 
branches  are  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable  ;  the  fnow  lodges 
on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is  formed  underneath  ;  thefe  are  called  by 
the  Indians,  Hakmantaks. 

On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  higheft  mountains,  are  fmall  collec- 
tions of  water,  and  on  others,  marfliy  fpots,  which  are  frequented  by 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  mountains  which  are  paflabie, 
are  frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below  are  dry. 
About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  furface  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firm 
earth,  called  the  pan,  which  is  impenetrable  by  water;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  formed  into  fprings 
luid  bfooks.  This  foil  is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and 
itrood,  the  grmvth  of  pail:  ages. 

Mouritainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  moH  fubj-e^t  to  Earth- 
quakes, and  the  nearer  any  lands  are  to  mountains,  it  may  be  ex- 
pe<^ed  that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  frequent.  New-England 
has  never  been^vifited  with  deftru6tive  earthquakes,  but  more  (hocks 
have  been  obferved  in  its  northern  than  in  its  fouthern  parts.  After 
the  great  fhocks  in  1727  and  1755,  which  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent,  fmailer  fhocks  were  more  frequent 
in  New-Hampfhire  than  at  Boflon.  From  17^5  to  1774,  fcarcely  a 
year  palTed  without  fome  repetition  ;  from  that  time  to  1783,  none 
u'ere  obferved,  and  there  have  been  but  two  or  three  fince. 

Several  phenomena  refpefting  the  larger  mountains,  afford  mat* 
ter  of  amufement^  and  fome  are  of'real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
them>  humouroufly  ftile  the  mountains  their  almanack,  becaufe  by 
the  afcent  and  attra6lion  of  vapours,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
weather.  If  a  cloud  is  attrafted  by  a  mountain,  and  hovers  on  its 
'top,  they  predift  rain ;  and  if,  after  rain,  the  mountain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expeft  a  repetition  of  fhowers.  A  ftbrm  is  preceded  for 
feveral  hours  by  a  roaringof  the  mountain,  which  may  be  lieard  tea 
or  twelve  miles.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by  people  who  live  near 
the  grand  Monadnock,    It  is  aUb  faid,  that  when  there  is  a  perfect 
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talm  Ort  He  fouth  (idc,  there  is  fometimeis  a  furioiis  wind  on  the 
north,  which  drives  the  fnow,  fo  that  it  is  feen  whirling  far  above 
the  trees.* 

The  town  of  Moultenboroiigh  lies  under  the  S,  W.  fide  of  the 
great  Oflapy  mountain,  and  it  is  there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  E.  ftorm> 
*'  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain  like  water  over  i  dam,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  as  frequently  to  unroof  the  houfes."f 

The. altitude  of  this  mountam  has  not  been  afcertained,  but  that 
x)f  the  grand  Monadnock  was  meafured  in  1780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
Efq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  correfponding 
heights,  in  Mznin's  Philofcphica  Britannica.X  At  the  bafe,  on  the 
north  fide,  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  elevation  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  feet.  At  the  upper  edge 
of  the  wood  it  was  at  27,0,  which  denoted  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
eighty-two  feet ;  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock  26,4,  which 
announced  an  elevation  of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bafe  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  about  three  from  eaft  to  weft.  Its  fummit  is  a 
bald  rock^  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of  broken  rocks,  and  on 
the  fides  are  fome  appearances  of  the  explofion  of  fubterraneoua 
fires. 

A  fimiJar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved  on  a  mountain,  in  the 
townfliip  of  Chefterfield,  adjoining  Conne6ticut  river,  called  Weft 
river  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  diftatit  four  miles,  was  alarmed  with  frequent  explofions,  and. 
with  columns  of  fire  and  fmoke  emitted  from  the  mountain.  The  like 
appearances  have  been  obferved  at  various  times  fince,  particularly 
one  in.  1752,  which  was  the  moll  violent  of  any.  There  are  two  places 
^vhere  the  rocks  bear  marks  of  having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A 
company  of  perfons  having  conceived  a  notion  of  precious  metals 
being  contained  in  this  mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  v;u-ious  di- 
redions,  and  have  found  further  evidences  of  internal  fire?,  parti- 
cularly a  large  quantity  of  fcoriae,  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  ad- 
hering to  the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  effect  of  their  induftry  is 
the  difcevery  of  a  fine,  foft,  yellow  earth,  which  when  burned,  is 
ttianged  into  a  brown  pigment,  and  another  of  the  colour  of  thC: 
|>each  bloflbm.    There  k  alfo  obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been 

^      *  Ainfworth's  MS.  Utt«r.        f  Shaw's  MS.  Utwr^--     %  Vol,  If  p.  13*. 

•"  V«t,JI,  K  throw? 
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thrown  out,  a  white  incruftatiou,  which  has  the  tafte  of  nitre.  The 
top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area  of  about  twenty  rods  fquarc,  which  is 
KbiloW,  and  in  a  wet  feafon  is  filled  with  water,  as  is  common  on  jbc 
tbps  of  mountains,  but  there  is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  pe- 
cuhar  to  volcanos.  Under  the  mountain  are  many  fragments  of  rock 
which  have  fallen  from  it,  but  whether  by  explofions,  or  any  other  con- 
vulfion?,  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be  afcert^ined.  An  account  of 
thefe  appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 
the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hinfdale.*  Since  which,  itisfaid, 
that  the  noife  has  been  again  heard ;  but  in  a  iate  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any  recent  explofion  could 
be  difcovered ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has 
written  on  the  fubjed:.f 

The  White  Mountains  are  by  far  the  mofl  fiupendous  of  any 
in  this  State,  or  in  New-England,  and  perhaps  are  the  moft  remark- 
able of  any  within  the  United  States ;  they  therefore  merit  particu- 
lar notice.     Mr.  Belknap  elegantly  defcribes  them  as  follows : 

Froni  the  earlieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  the  White  Moun- 
tains have  attracted  the  attention  of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  are 
undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  in  New-England,  and  in  clear  weather 
art  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by  velTels  coming  in  to  the 
eaftern  coaflj  but,  by  reafon  of  their  white  appearance,  are  fre- 
quently mi  (taken  for  clouds.  They  are  vifible  on  the  land  at  thr 
diftance  of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  fides ;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north-eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  they 
are  {Qtn  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Chambl^  and  Quebec.  The 
Indians  gave  them  the  name  of  Agiochook  :  they  have  a  very  ancient 
tradition  that  their  country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, except  one  Powavv  and  his  wife,  who,  forefeeing  the  flood, 
lied  to  thefe  mountains,  where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from 
them  the  country  was  re-peopied.J  They  had  a  fuperftitious  vene- 
ration for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  invifible  beings ;  they 
never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to  dilluade 
.«very  one  from  the  attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives,  whom 
they  fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  pafTes  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, many  fictions  have  been  propagated,  which  have  given  rife  to 
marvellous   and  incredible  itories';   particularly,   it  has  been  re-, 

'^  Memoirs,'  Vol.  I.  p.  312.  +  Gay's  MS.  Letter,  Oa.  29,  1790.. 

$  J<MRiyr.'6  Voyage  W  Ncw-Euglariii!,  p,  135. 
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ported,  thrit  at  immenfe  and  inacccflible  heights,  there  have  been 
feen  carbuncles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  account  of 
thefe  mountains,  have  afcribed  the  whitenefs  of  them  to  fliining 
rocks,  or  a  kind  of  white  mofs ;  and  the  higheft  fummit  has  been 
deemed  inacccflible,  on  account  of  tlie  extreme  cold,  which  threatens, 
to  freeze  the  traveller  in  the  midft  of  fummer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her  works  on  a  large 
fcale,  and  presented  to  view  many  objedls  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur,  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with  a  mountainous  countr)^, 
cannot,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment 
of  heights  and  diflances  ;  he  will  imagine  every  thing  to  be  nearer 
and  lefs  than  it  really  is,  until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correct 
his  apprehenfions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the  magnitude  and 
lituation  of  the  objeft  around  him.  When  amazement  is  excited  hy^^ 
the  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  ne- : 
ceffary  to  curb  the  imagination,  and  exercife  judgment  with  mathe* 
matical  precifion ;  or  the  temptation  to  romance  will  be  invincible.,, , 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  moft  elevated  part  of  a  ridge,  whi<9|f  ^ 
extends  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  to  an  immenfe  diftance.  The  area  of  the^i;, 
bafe  is  ah  irregular  figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which  is  not  lefs 
than  fixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this  area  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertaincd,  the  country  round  them  being  a  thick  w^^-':^ 
dernefs.  The  greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once  is  at  Darl;^ 
mouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where  feven  fummits  appear  at  one 
view,  of  which  four  are  bald ;  of  thefe,  the  three  higheft  are  the 
moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  cluftcr ;  one  of  thefe 
is  the  mountain  A*hich  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the 
ihore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  Malfachufetts ;  it  has  lately  been 
diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Mount  Wajhington* 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  continual  afcent 
of  twelve  miles  from  the  plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  tra* 
veller  to  the  height  of  land  between  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers. 
At  this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare,  part  of  which 
is  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam  at.  each  end  5 
here,  though  elevated  more  than  three  thoufand  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a  deep  valley.  On  the  eaft 
is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which  ifiiie  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which 
is  the  fountain  of  Ellis  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouthj 
aaptheri  J  of  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs 

K  %  north; 
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nprth :  from  this  meadow,  towards  the  weft,  there  is  an  uaintCPv 
Tupted  afcent  on  a  nd§e  heiween  two  deep  gullies  to  the  Imsftj©^-^ 
o)  Mount  Wafhiugton.'  •'^'''''^  -"^  ''■ "'  ^^s^^vo:. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  fhaded  by  a  thick  growth  of 
ipruce  and  fir.  The  furface  is  compofed  of  rocks,  covered  with 
very  long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  one  rock  to  another,  and 
is,  in  many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a  man's  weight*. 
This  immenfe  bed  of  mofs  ferves  as  a  fponge  to  retain  the  moifture 
bj'ought  by  ihe  clouds  and  vapours,  which  are  frequently  riling  and, 
gathering  round  the  mountains ;  the  thick  growth  of  wood  prevents 
the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrating  to  exhale  it,  fo  that  there  is  a 
ponftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  anci 
ifliiing  in  the  form  of  fprings  from  every  part  of  the  mountain* '  '      "- 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  mountain  are,  ini 
fome  parts,  flate,  in  others  flint;  fome  fpecimens  of  rock  chryftal 
have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value  :  no  lime-ftone  h?s  yet  been 
difcovered,  though  the  molt  Hkely  rocks  have  been  tried  with  aqua- 
3fortis.  There  is  one  precipice  on  the  eaftern  fide,  not  only  com-. 
pBS'eiy'  perpendicular,  but  compofed  of  fquare  flones,  as  regular  as 
a  piece  of  mafonry ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high,  and  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  in  length.  The  uppermoft  rocks  of  the  mountain  are  the 
(jommoh  quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour ;  when  broken,  they  fheii? 
\eTy  (mall  fliining  fpecks,  but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the 
fxterior  part.  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain  rifes  in  an  angle  of 
fbriy-five  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or  feven  hours  of  hard  labour  to 
afcend  it.  Many  of  the  precipices  are  fo  fteep  as  to  oblige  the  tra- 
veller to  u^e  his  hands  as  well  as  feet,  a^d  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which 
diminifli  in  fize  till  they  degenerate  into  fhrubs  and  buflies ;  above 
thefe  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing  red  and  others  blue  berries,  and 
the  uppermoft  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called  winter  grafs^ 
i;pi:^ed  wiih  the  mofs  of  the  rocks.* 

Having 

*  '  At  t^e  ba^c  of  tlie  fummit  of  Mount  Wafhington  the  limits  of  vegetation  may 
•with  '  propri:  t/  be  fi.eJ  ;  there  are,  indeed,  on  fonne  of  the  rocks,  even,  to  their 
apicea,  fcattcrci  fpecks  of  a  mofTy  appearance,  but  I  conceive  them  to  be  extraneous: 
fubftanrs  .vcid.-nf:.lljr  adhering  to  the  rocks,  for  I  could  not  difcover,  with  my  bo- 
tanical microfcoie,  any  part  of  that  plant  regularly  formed.  The  limits  of  vegeta- 
tion" at  the  bafe  of  this  fufnrait  are  as  well  defined  as  that  between  the  woods  and  fhc 
bald  or  m-fy  part.  So  ftriking  is  the  appearance,  that  at' a  confiderable  diffance  the 
inin4  i^  impreffed  with  afy  idea,  that  vegetation  extends  no  farther  than  aline,  as 
'^^'^^        ■      ■*    "    ■     ■ -•-■•■      ^.^ ■        ^^^^ 
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Having  fiirmounted  the  upper  and  fteepeft  precipice,  there  is  4 
l^rge  area,  called  the  plaio ;  it  is  a  dry  heath,  compoftd  of  rocks 
covered  with  mofs,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  ^  pafture  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter  feafon.  In  fome  openings,  between  the 
rocks,  there  are  fpring*  pf  water,  in  others,  dry  gravel ;  here  the 
grous,  or  heath  bird,  reforts,.and  is  generally  out  of  danger  ;  feveral 
of  thera  were  fliot  by  fome  travellers  in  0<5tober,  1774.  The  extent 
of  this  plain  is  uncertain ;  from  the  eaftern  fide  to  the  foot  of  the 
pinnacle,  or  fugar  loaf,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  m-ay  be  walked  qver 
jn  le(s  than  an  hour.  The  fugar  loaf  is  a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey 
rocks,  which,  in  fome  places,  are  formed  like  winding  fteps ;  this 
pinnacle  has  been  afcended  in  one  hour  and  a  half.  The  traveller 
having  gained  the  fummit,  is  recompenfed  for  his  toil,  if  the  Iky  be 
ferene,  with  a  moft  noble  and  extenfive  profpedt.  On  the  fouth-eaft 
fide  there  i?  a  view  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  neareft  part  of  which  is 
fixty-five  miles  in  a  dire<^t  line ;  on  the  weft  and  north  the  profpeft 
is  bounded  by  the  high  lands.,  which  feparate  the  waters  of  Con- 
necticut and  Am^rifcoggin  rivers,  from  thofe  of  lake  Champlain 
and  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  fouth,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 
mountains  of  New-Hampiliire,  comprehending  a  view  of  the  lake 
Winipifeogee.  On  every  fide  of  thefe  mountains  are  long  winding 
gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below  the  plain,  and  deepening  ia 
the  4efcent.    In  winter  the  fnow  lodges  in  thefe  gullies,  and  being 

well  defined   as  the  penumbra  and  fhadow  in  a  Junnr  eclipfc.     The  ftones  I  have  by 
pc,  from  the  fummit,  have  not  the  fmalieft  appearance  of  mofs  upon  them. 

*  There  is  evidently  the  apj>earance  of  thiee  zones — t,  the  woods — z,  the  bald 
moflfy  part — 3,  the  part  above  vegetation.  The  fame  appearance  has  been  obferved  oa 
the  Alps,  and  all  other  high  mountains. 

*  I  recolleft  no  grafs  on  the  plain.  The  fpaccs  between  tbc  rocks  in  the  f^cond  zone 
and  on  the  plain,  aic  filled  with  fpruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been  growing 
ever  fince  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater  height  than 
three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fpreading  tops  are  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport 
the  weight  of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  fmallefl:  degree ;  the  fnows  and  winds 
keeping  the  furfacceven  with  the  general  furface  of  the  rocks.  In  many  places,  on 
-the  fides,  we  could  get  glades  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by 
fitting  down,  Hide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of  the  growth  of  wood  were  fo  thick 
»nd  firm,  as  to  bear  us  currently  a  confiderable  diftance  before  wc  arrived  at  the  ut» 
moft  boundaries,  which  were  almoft  as  well  defined  as  the  water  on  the  fhore  of  a 
pond.  The  tops  of  the  wood  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  fhorn  off,  exhibiting  a 
fmooth  furface  from  their  upper  limit*  to  a  great  diftance  down  the  mountain.'    MS. 

drivcft 
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driven  by  the  north-wefl  and  north-eafl:  wind,  from  the  top,  is  dtCpift 
io  thofe  which  are  lituated  on  the  foutherly  fide.  It  is  obferved  ta' 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  jthe  fouth  thanbn  the'  north-weft  fid^J^ 
which  is  the  cafe  with  many  other  hills  in  New-Hampfhire. «  '  '^' 
A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  highcll  moimtab,  on  the 
K.  W.  part,  April  29th,  1725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  t"hat 
fide  ;  the  fummit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow,  though  covered  with ' 
-white  f  roll  aad  ice,  and  a  fmall  pond  of  water  near  the  top  was  hard 

In  1774,  fome  men  who  were  making  a  road  through  the  e^ern  . 
pafs  of  the  mountains,  afcended  the  mountain  to  the  fummit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  lide,  in  ane  of  the  deep  guUies,  found 
a  body  of  fnow  thirteen  feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them.    On 
the  19th  of  the  fam^  month  fome  of  the  party  afcended  again,  and  ' 
'in  the  iame  fpot  the  fnow  was  five  feet  deep.    In  the  firfl:  week 'of ' 
September,   1783,  two  men,  who  attempted  to  afcend  the  moun- 
tain, found  the  bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newly 
formed, ,  that  they  could  not  reach  the  fummit ;  but  this  does  not 
happen  every  year  fo  foon,  for  the 'mountain  has  been  afcended  as 
late  as  the  |irfl  week  in  October,  when  no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and 
though  the  mountains  begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnow, 
as  early   as  September,    yet  it   goes   off  again,    and  feldom  get^"' 
fixed  till  the  end  of  October,  or  the  beginning  of  November;  but 
from  that  time  it  remains  till  July.     In  the  year  1784,  fnow  was 
feen  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  largefl  mountain  till  the  12th  of  July;' 
in  1790,  it  lay  till  the  month  of  Auguih  ' '^ 

During  this  peiiod,  of  nine  or  ten  months,  the  mountains  exhibit 
more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  appearance  from  which  they  are  deno-'' 
minated  white.     In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  is  partly  diflblved, 
they  appear  of  a  pale  blue,  flreaked  with  white  ^  and  after  it  is 
wholly  gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are  altogether  oi^ : 
the  fame  pale  blue,  nearly  approaching  a  Iky  colour  ;  while,'  at  the 
fame  time,  viewed  at  the  diilance  of  eight  miles  or  lefs,  they  appear 
of  the  proper  colom'  of  the  rock.     Thefe  changes^ are  obferved  b^'*  '; 
people  who  live  within  conftant  view  of  them  ;   and''fi*6'm-thdfe  fa^§^" 
and  obfervations  it  m.ay  with  certainty  be  concluded,  that  the  whiie- 
nefs  of  them  is  wholly  caufed  b^  the  fnow^  and  not,by.,any  othej,^ 
white  iubflance,  for,  in  fa6l,  there  is  npne  ;  there  are,  indeed,  in:tlie>«:^ 
i'urnmer  moirths,    fome jCtreaks.  whjplv.appqir  brigl^^^  t)ther-T  •' ' 

parts ;    but  thefe,  when  viewed  attj^Atively  witk;  a  ■  tetlefcope,-  '-tfif^*' '^  - 


\^OF    K-EW-HAMPSHdRB.  7I 

plamly  obferved  to-be  the  edges  or  fides  of  the  long  deep  gullies 
enlightened  by  the  iun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  fliadcd  fides  of 
the  fame  -,  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  thefe  fpots  may  be  feen  to  vary- 
according  to  the  pofition  of  the  fun.  /  ''    ' ',  '; 
A  company  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountains  in  July,  I7«4, 
with  a  view  to  make  particular  obfervations  on  the feveral  phenomena 
which  might  occur ;  it  happened,  unfortunately,  that  thick  clouds 
covered  the  mountains  almofl  the  whole  time,  fo  that  fome  of  the 
milruments,  which  with  much  1  ibour  they  carried  up,  were  rendered 
iifelefs ;  thefe  were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for  afcer- 
taining  the  bearings  of  diftant  objcfts,  a  barometer,  a  thermometer^ 
and  feveral  others  for  different  purpofes.    In  the  barometer  the  mer- 
cury ranged  at  22,6,  and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrees.     It 
was  their  intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations ;  but  they 
were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  through  the 
rugged  roads  and  thick  woods ;    and  the  barometer,  which  was  car- 
ried to  the  fummit,  had  fuffered  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allowaride 
was  neceflary  to  be  made  in  calculating  the  height  of  the  mountain, 
which  was  computed,  in  round  numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  meadow  in  the  valley  below,  and  nearly  ten 
thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.*     They  intended  to  have 
made  a  geometrical  menfuration  of  the  altitude  ;  but  in  the  meadow 
they  could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of  fufficient  length,  nor  fee  the  fum- 
mit of  the  fugar  loaf ;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe  inconve- 
niences were  removed,  they  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  continual 
obfcuration  of  the  mountains  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife  in  afcending  the  mountain  was  fo  violent,  that  whea 
Dr.  Cutler,  who  carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bofom, 
the  mercury  flood  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell  to  44°,  and  by  the 
time  that  he  had  adjufted  his  barometer  and  thermometer,  the  cold 
had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  fingers.  On  the  upper- 
moft  rock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave  the  inflruments  to 

'  '•'•  This  computation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  Subfequent  obfervations  and 
calculations  have  induced  the  Mr.  Belknap  to  believe  the  computation  of  his  ingenious 
friend  too  moderate,  and  he  is  pcrfuaJed,  that  >fvhenever  the  mountain  can  be  niea- 
furcd  with  the  tcquifite  precifion,  h  will  be  found  to  exceed  ten  thoufand  fact  of  per- 
pendicular altitude  above  the  kvsi  of  the  ocean. 

CoL 
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C^ol.  Whipple,  who  finiflied  the  letters.    Under  a  ftone  they  left  I 

'  jjl^tfe  of  lead,  on  which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  fun  fhoric 
dear  while  they  were  pafling  over  the  plain,  but  immediately  after 

'  their  arrival  at  the  higheft  fummit,  they  had  the  mortification  to  be- 
envelofied  in  a  denfe  cloud,  which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
mountain :  this  unfortunate  circumftance  prevented  their  making 
stny  farther  ufe  pf  their  inftruments.  Being  thus  involV(id,  ai  the/ 
were  defcending  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  not 
being  able  to  fee  to  the  bottom,  on  a  fudden  their  pilot  flipped,  and 
"u^as  gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily  without  any  other  damage 
than  tearing  his  clothes.  This  accident  obliged  them  to  ftop.  When 
they  turned  their  eyes  upward,  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the  immenfe 
depth  and  fteepnefs  of  the  place,  which  they  had  defcended  by  fixibg 
their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock,  and  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  re-afcend  the  fame  way ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding 
giilly  of  a  more  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the  plain, 
5ind  then  came  down  on  the  eallern  fide;  this  deep  gully  was  on 
the  fouth-eaft.  From  thcfe  circumilances  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is 
more  praiflicable  and  fafe  to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges  than  in 
the  gullies  of  the  mountain.  • 

^  *  Thefe  vaft  and  irregular  heights,  being  copioufly  replem(hed  with 
water,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  cafcades,  fome  of  which 

'  fall  in  a  perpendicular  flieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and  Hoping, 
others  fpread  and  form  a  bafon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gufli  in  a  cata* 
raft  over  its  edge.  A  poetic /ancy  might  find  full  gratification  amidft 
thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  iF  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  approach ;  almoft  every  thing  in  nature  which  can  be 
fuppofcd  capable  of  infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is 
here  re^ifed ;  aged  mountains,  ftupendous  elevations,  rolling  clouds, 
impending  rocks,  verdant  woods,  chryftal  dreams,  the  gentle  rill, 
-and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to  amaze,  to  foothe,  and  to  en- 
rapture, ^    '  '*'''^     ?/.. 

On  the  wpflern  part  of  thefe  mountams  is  a  pafs,  commorily 
called  The  Notch,  which,  in  the  narrowed  part,  meafures  but 
twenty -two  feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks,  t^rom  the  height 
above  it  a  brook  defcends,  and  meanders  through  a  meadow,  for- 
merly a  beaver  pond.  It  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  which  on  one  fide 
^re  perpendicular,  and  on  the  others  rife  in  an  angle  of  forty-five 
degrees— a  ftrikingly  pifturefque  fcene !  This  defile  was  known  to 
the  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their  captives  through  it  to  Caftadi ; 

-:V  3  but 


.but  it  had  been  forgotten  or  negleded  till  the  year  1771,  when  two 
.iiujireis  pafTed  through  it,  and  trom  their  report  the  proprietors  of 
-  lands  on  the  northern  parts  of  Connefticut  river  formed  the  plan 
of  a  road  through  it  to  the  Upper  Cohos,  from  which  it  is  diftant 
twenty-five  miles.  Along  the  e,aftern  hde  of  the  meadow,  under 
the  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway  of  large  logs  funk  into  the , 
hiud  by  rocks  blown  \^ith  gunpowder  from  the  mountain.  On  this 
Foundation  is  conftruded  a  road,  which  pall'es  through  the  narrow 
defile  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  meadow^  leaving  a  pafiage  for  the  ri* 
Vulet  which  glides  along  the  wellern  fide.  This  rivulet  is  the  head 
of  the  river  Saco  ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  meadow^  at  a  little 
diftance,  is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head  of  Amonoofuck,  a 
large  branch  of  Connedicut  river.  The  latitude  of  this  place  is 
40^  12'  N. 

The  rivulet  which  gives  rife  to  Saco  defcends  towards  the  fouth, 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  defile  its  waters  are  augmented,  by 
two  ilreams  from  the  left,  one  of  which  defcends  in  atrench  of  two 
feet  wide,  and  is  called  the  Flume,  from  the  near  refemblance 
which  it  bears  to  an  artificial  flume;  over  thefe  are  thrown  ftrong 
bridges,  and  the  whole  c^^nftindion  of  this  road  is  firm  and  durable; 
much  bibour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the  nett  proceed*  of  a 
confifcated  eftate  were  applied  to  defray  the  expence.  In  the  defcent 
the  pifs  widens,  and  the  ftream  incrcafvS  ;  but  for  eight  or  ten  miles 
from  the  Notch,  the  mountains  on  each  fide  are  fo  near,  as  to  leave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales,  which  are  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defcent  feveral  curious  ob- 
jeers  prefent  thcm.fclves  to  view ;  on  the  fide  of  one  mountain  is  a 
projection  refenibling  a  ilielf,  on  which  Hand  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as  many  huge  folio  volumes.  In  twQ 
or  three  places,  at  immenfe  heights,  and  perfectly  inacceffible,  ap- 
pear rocks  of  a  vvhite  and  red  hue,  the  furface  of  which  is  polifhed, 
like  a  mirror,  by  the  conftant  trickling  of  water  over  them.  Thefe 
being  expofed  to  the  well  and  fouth,  arc  capable,  in  the  night,  of 
reflecling  the  moon  and  flar  beams  to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of  imagination,  are  fuf- 
jficient  to  give  rife  to  the  fi6Vion  of  carbuncles. 

To  cncompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads  are  laid  out^  through 

the  eaftern  ^ndvveftfrn  ppflfes,  and  round  the  northern  fide  of  the 

whole  cluiler,  it  is  necefiary  to  travel  more  than  feventy  miles,  and 

to  ford  eigl^t  coniiderable  rivers,  befide^  many  fmailer  ftreams.    The 

-pittance  between  the  Jjcads  of  rivers,  which  puffue  fuch  difQfrcnt 
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courfes. from  this  immenfe  elevation,  and  which  fall  into  the  fea  I'd 
many  hundred  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall^  that  a  traveller  may,  in  the 
Gourfe  of  one  day,  drink  the  waters  ot*  Saco,  Amarifcoggin,  anci 
Connefticut  rivers.  Thefe  waters  are  all  perfedly  liir.pid  and  fvveetj 
excepting  one  brook  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Mownt  Wafliirigton, 
which  has  a  faponaceons  taite,  and  is  covered  with  a  very  thick  and 
flrong  froth.  It  is  faid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where 
the  magnetic  needle  refufes  to  traverfe ;  this  is  probably  caufed  by  a 
body  of  iron  ore.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead, 
has  been  difcovered  near  the  eatlern  pafs,  but  that  fpot  cannot  now 
be  found.  What  {lores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  contain,  time 
jnuft  unfold  ;  all  fearches  for  fubterraneous  treafures  having  hitherto 
j)roved  fruitlefs.  The  mofl  certain  riches  which  they  yield  are  the 
frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil  to  the  intervales  below,  and  forrfi 
a  fme  mould,  producing,  by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and  herbage 
iu,the  moft  luxuriant  plenty. 

Nature  has  formed  fuch  a  connection  between  mountains  and 
jriyei's,  that  in  defcribing  one^  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  ipeak"  of  the 
other. 

^jNJew  ■'Ham  pill  ire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of  the  largeft  fivers  iri 
New-England,  either  take  their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  mucl\ 
<£-  their  water  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are  the  Connedicut,  - 
yiVmarifcGggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  and  Pafcataqua.  Thefe  have  been, 
before  noticed  in  our  general  view  of  New-England  ;  we  (hall,  there- 
fore, only  add  fiich  obfervations  to  what  has  been  already  faid  con-' 
cerning  them  as  immediately  refped  this  State. 

A  large  branch  of  the  Saco,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the  eallerti 
pafs  of  the  White  Mountains,  where  alfo  originates  Teabody  river, 
a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The  fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers 
are  fo'  near,  that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in  one  and  reach  with  his 
hand  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a  mile  fouthward  from  this 
fountain,  a  large  ftream  which  runs  down  the  highell:  of  the  White 
Mountains  falls  into  Ellis  river,  and  in  about  the  liime  dillance  from 
this  another  falls  from  the  fame  mountain ;  the  former  of  thbfe 
flrcams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  New  river.  The  New  river  firft 
made  its  appearance  during  a  long  rain  in  Oftober,  1775;  it  bore 
down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene  of  ruin  for  a  long 
courfe  :  it  has  ever  fincebeen  a  conflant  Hream,  and  where  it  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  prefcnts  to  view  a  noble  cafcade  of  about  one  hundred 
feet,  above  which  it  is  divided  into  three  ftreams,  whiclvilTue  out  of 
.  i^e  bowels  of  the  mountaiu.    Several  other  branches  of  Saco  river 
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fall  froip  difTsrent  parts  of  this  immenfe  clufler  of  mountains^  and 
ynite  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  fource,  at  the  plain  of 
Pigvvacket. 

\  VVinipifeogee  riVer  comee  from  the  lake  of  that  name,  and  unites 
Jts  waters  with  Pemigewaffet,  at  the  lower  end  of  Snnborntown* 
From  this  jiindion,  the  cojifluent  flream  bears  the  name  of  Merri- 
mack to  the  (ea/   ';'''^t' 

In  its  courfeth rough  M^'-Hampfliire,  it  pafies  over  fevernl  falls^ 
the  moft  beautiful  of  which  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet,  but  the 
grandefi:  is  Amufteag.  Hookfet  is  about  eicrht  miles  below  the  town 
of  Concord  J  the  defcent  of  the  water  is  not  more  than  fifteen  feet 
perpendicular  in  thirty  rods ;  a  high  rock  divides  the  flream,  and  9 
fmaller  rock  }ies  between  that  and  (he  weftern  (hore.  From  an  emi- 
nence on  the  wellern  fide  there  is  a  delightful  landfcape  ;  the  water 
^bove  and  below  the  fail,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated  fields,  and 
the  diflant  hills  in  the  back  ground,  form  a  pifturefque  fcene,  which 
felieves  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity  of  a  road 
through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet  lies  Amufkeag  fall ;  it  cnnfifts  of  three 
large  pitches  one  below  the  other,  and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  fill 
about  eighty  feet  in  the  courf^  of  half  a  mile.  The  river  here  is 
fo  crooked  that  the  whole  of  the  fall  cannot  be  viewed  at  once, 
though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may, be  feen  from  the  road,  on  the 
weftern  fide,  appears  truly  majeftic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky  ifland,  on  fome  part  of  which  arefeveral 
holes  of  various  depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of  fnall  ilones, 
jiupelled  by  the  force  of  the  delcending  water.* 

At  Walpole  are  thofe  remarkable  falls  in  Connecticut  river,  f 
which  we  have  before  noticed,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Great  Falls j  the  depth  of  the  water  is  not  known,  nor  have  the 

*  The  following  account  of  thcfc  cavities  was  formerly  fent  to  the  Royal  Society, 
and  printed  in  their  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  vol.  xxix.  p.  70. 

"  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  called  Aniuflteag,  is  a  huge 
rock  in  the  midit  of  the  fiream,  on  the  top  of  y^hich  are  a  great  number  of  pit;^,  made 
cxaftly  round,  like  barrels  or  boglheads  of  different  cJ^pacities,  fomc  of  wh^ch  arc  capable 
of  holding  fcveral  tuns.  The  natives  know  nothing  of  the  njaking  of  them  ;  but  the* 
neighbouring  Indians  ufed  to  hide  theirprovifions  here  in  the  wars  with  the  M:.quas, 
affirming,  th:it  God  had  cut  them  out  for  that  purpofc ;  bi^t  they  feem  plainly  to  be 
artificial." 

-f-  Thcfe  falls  have  been  Qefcribed  in  the  moft^  extravagant  terms  in  an  anonymous^ 
publication,  entitled,  '<  The  Hiftory  of  Connefticut  ;"  and  the  defcrjptiori  has  bcci\ 
ire<iucntly  retailed  in  newfpap^rs,  ai»l  other  periodical  w&rks, 

■   _     -^  ,  L  2  ]    '  |«r* 
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perpendicular  height  of  the  falls  been  afcertained ;  they  arc'^everat 
pitches,  one  above  another,  in  the  length  of  half*  a  itiile,  theiargeil)^ 
of  which  is  that  where  the  rock  divides  the  dream. 

la  the^  rocks  of  this  falfare  many  cavities  like  tHofe'at  Amulkea^^^* 
fome  of  which  are  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  feet 
deep.    On  the  fteep  fides  of  the  ifland  rock  hahg  feveral  arm-chairs, 
faftened  to  ladders,  and  fecured  by  a  counterpoil'e,  in  which  fifherrrieh 
fit  to  catch  falmon  and  fliad  with  dipping  nets.  "    '  "     '' "  '  ' 

Over  this  fall^  in  the  year  1785,  a  llrohg  6i-rdge  6f  tin^HSr  t^3^ 
conftruiSted by  Colonel  Enoch  Hale;  its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
lixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  middle  by  the  great  roC%^ 
The  expenfe  of  it  was  eight  hundred  pounds ;  and  by  a  law  of  tht 
State,  a  toll  is  collecled  from  paffengers.  This  is  the  only  bridge 
acrofs  Conneflicut  river;  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  ere£t  one 
thirty-fix  miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  White-river  fall,  where 
the  paflage  for  the  water,  between  the  rocks,  is  about  one  hundred 
feet  wide.  This  place  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  be- 
low Dartmouth  college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particularly,  the  numerous  falls, 
why?^,  in  the^  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
rariety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which  have  been  reprefented 
in  the  language  of  fidion  and  romance.  But  there  is  one  in  Salmon- 
/all  river  which,  mt  for  its  magnitude,  but  for  its  fingularity,  deferves 
notice ;  it  is  called  the  Flume,  and  is  fituated  between  the  townfhips 
cf  P^ochefter  and  Lebanon.  The  river  is  confined  between  two 
>oc;ks  about  twenty-five  feet  high  j  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  thb 
i)ank,  is  not  more  than  three  rods.  The  Flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various*;  not  more  in  any  part  than  two  feet 
and  a  half,  and  in  one  part  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here  the 
water  has  a  fubterraneous  palTige. 

.  Mr.  Belknap,  who  vifited  this  place  in  1782,  obferves,  that  in  the 
flat  rock  there  are  divers  cavities  like  thofe  above  mentioufd;  fome 
of  them  cylindrical,  and  others  globular ;  all  of  them  he  found  to 
contain  a  quantity  of  fmall  fiones  and  gravel,  and  in  one  of  them  wa 
a  large  turtle  and  feveral  frogs.  The  dimenfions  of  five  of  the(^ 
holes^were  as  follows :  i 


The 
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tf'hclarg^ft  of  thefe  cavities  is  confiderably  higher  than  whef  p  ^t 
water  now  flows,  unlefs  in  a  great  frelliet.  *  .^ " 

from  a  feries  of  obfervations  made  by  James  Winthrop,  Efq.'W^'  •. 
the  rivers  of  New-HampflHre  and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 
clufion,  '*  that  the  defcent  of  their  rivers  is  much  lefs  than  Euro* 
pean  theories  have  fuppofed  to  be  necefTary  to  give  a  current  t& 
water.  In  the  iait  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Connedicut  river,  it ' 
deicends  not  more  than  two  feet  in  a  mile.  Onion  river,  for  forty- 
three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in  a  mile,  and  is  exceed- 
ingly rapid  between  the  catarads.  \Vc  may.  reckon  the  Ihore  at 
Quebec  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  part  of  lake  Champiain,  where  the  current  begins.  The  dif- 
ference of  elevation  will  be  three  hundred  and  forty-^vro  feet,  QX 
twenty  inches  to  a  wile.  If  we  extend  our  comparifon  from  Quebec 
to  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  at  VVilliamllon,  the  elevation 
will  be  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  diftance 
about  three  bundled  and  twenty  miles ;  which  is  five  feet  two  inches 
and  a  half  to  a  mile."* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended  with  much  fatigue  to 
trace  rivers  up  to  their  foiirces,  and  obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings  and 
rivulets  to  form  thofe  flreams  which  are  dignified  by  majeftic  names; 
and  have  been  revered  as  deities  by  favage  and  fuperftjtious  pe<iple. 
Rivers  originate  in  mountains^  ,aik\  find  their  way  through  the  cre- 
vices of  rocks  to  the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through  naturaf 
peadows,  often  overflowing  them  with  their  frefliets,  bringing  dowft 
from  the  upper  grounds -fi  fat  flime,  and  depofiting  it  on  the  lower, 
which  renews  and  fertilizes  the  foil,  and  renders  thefeintervale lands 
extremely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  needed  on  theai  for  the- 
purpofes  of  agriculture. 

There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  the  rivers  of  this  part 
of  America;  and  that  is,  that  they  often  change  their  courfes,  and 
leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  feen  in  ths 
wildernefs  in  this  State,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for  ages,  and  where 
iloncs  are  worn  fmooth  as  on  the  fea  fhore,  v.diich  are  now  at  a  con- 
iiderable  diftance  from  the  prefent  beJs  of  the  rivers.  In  iomo 
places  thefe  ancient  channels  are  converted  into  ponds,  which,  from 
their  curved  form,  are  called  horfe-ihoe  ponds ;  in  others,  they  are 
overgrown  with  bullies  and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country.    Connedicut  river,  which 

*  MS.  kttcr  of  Jamc|  \Wi>throp,  Ef(j.    ■ 
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iiivides  two  States,  has  in  fotne  places  changed  its  cowfe.  Mat\y 
acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and  the  land  is  of  an  exc^* 
lent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  ftrata  of  intervale  lands  on  the  bordcFj 
of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other,  which  is 
feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from  the  water,  is  over- 
sowed only  in  very  high  frediets.  In  fome  places  a  third  is  found, 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and  lower  intervales  are 
often  parallel  to  each  other,  and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  fide, 
appearlike  the  terraces  of  an  artiHcial  garden. 

Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadths,  according  to  the 
near  or  remote  (ituation  of  the  hills.  On  Connecticut  river  they  ar? 
from  a  quarter  of  a  rrjile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  on  each  fide :  in  digging 
into  them  large  found  trnnks  oftiees  are  foiind  at  various  depths. 

The  frefhcts  are  not  equally  high  every  year.  Malls  have  lain  Ui 
the  river  above  Amulkeng  fall  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for  a 
fuiSciency  of  water  to  float  them  over:  they  fomctimes  fall  athwart 
the  flream  and  are  broken;  fometimcs,  in  a  narrow  paflage,  they  are 
lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  removed  only  by  cutting ;  and  fome« 
times  they  are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks  in  their  pafllige,  as  to  leflen  they: 
diameter,  and  confsquently  their  value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  iefs  of  a  frefliet,  caufed  by  tlip 
diflTolving  of  the  fnow  in  the  woods  and  mountains  j  if  it  be  gradual, 
83  k  always  is  when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain>  no  damage  ;s 
<|o<ne  by  the  riHng  of  the  water. 

.  Jmmenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are.  brought  down  by  thefe 
freftietS;,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns  contiguous 
t0  the  rivers,  arc  fupplicd  with  fuel,  and  they  have  learned  to  be  ex- 
tremely dextrous  in  towing  on  fliore  whole  trees  with  their  branches. 
Bus  not  with  {landing  their  a6t:ivit3^,,much  efcapes  them,  and  is  driven 
out  to  fca,  and  fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coaft. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet  in  a  great  tVefljet;  its  commOjii 
life  is  ten  htt.  Pemigewafiet  river  has  alio  been  known  to  rife 
twenty-five  feet.  Connedicut  river,  in  a  common  frefliet,  is  ten 
feet  higher  than  its  ufual  fummer  level:  its  greatell  elevation  does 
«.ot  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Vv^inipifeogee  lake  is  thfc  largeft  colleflion  of  water  in  New-Hamp-c 
fiiire  :  it  is  twenty-two  miles  in  length  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  and  of 
vcry^unequal  breadth,  but  no  where  more  than  eight  miles.  Sora^ 
very  long  necks  of  land  projed  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral  iflands, 
large  and  fiBril.    The  ing\i,ntains  which '  furround  it,   give  rife  to 

many 
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liiany  lireams  which  flow^  into  it,  land  between  it  and  the  imountains 
are  feveral  lelTer  ponds  which  communicate  with  it.  Contiguous  to 
this  lake  are  the  tovvnfhips  of  Moultonborough  on  the  N.  W.  j  Tuf- 
tonborough  and  Wolf  borough  on  the  N.  E, ;  Meredith  and  Gilman- 
fown  on  the  S.  W. ;  and  a  trad  of  land  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  Hi 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,  td 
the  N.  W.  part,  called  Senter-harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  ia^ 
the  fumm'er,  and  generally  a  good  road  in  the  winter;  the  lake  is 
frozen  about  three  months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from  the 
drcumjacerit  town^  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake  is  Umbagog,  in  the  northern  extremity  of. 
the  State  :  it  is  but  little  known,  and  no  Other  furvey  has  been  made 
of  it  than  was  neceffary /or  extending  thef  diviiional  line  between 
Kew-Hampfliire  and  Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squamj 
in  the  to^vnfliip  of  Holderneffe;  Sunnapee,  in  the  townfliips  of 
Wendel  and  Filhersfield;  and  Great  OlTapy,  in  the  ungranted  land, 
of  the  Mafonian  purchafe.  Smaller  ponds  are  very  numerous, 
fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or  more  ;  there  is  generally  a 
current  through  them,  but  fome  have  no  vifible  outlet ;  their  waters 
are  lim.pid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumflance  is  mentioned  refpefting  Mafcomy  pond, 
which  lies  partly  in  Lebanon  and  partly  in  Enfield,' and  vents  into 
Connet^icut  river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in  length  and  one  ii\ 
breadth,  its  depth  is  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms.  The  furrounding 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  the  furface  of  this  pond  was  once  thirty 
or  forty  feet  higher  than  its  prefent  level.  By  what  caufe  the  alt^^ra- 
tion  was  made,  and  at  what  time,  is  unknown  ;  but  appearances 
indicate  a  fudden  rupture,  there  being  no  lign  of  any  margin  between 
.its  former  and  prefent  height.  About  a  mile  diftant  from  its  outlet, 
there  is  a  declivity  of  rocks  forty  feet  higher  than  the  ftream  as  it 
now  runs:  by  the  iituation  of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were 
once  a  fall  over  which  the  water  flowed ;  but  it  has  now  made  for 
itfelf  a  very  deep  channel  through  folid  earth,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
where  it  feems  confined  for  futurity.* 

In  the  townfliip  of  Atkinfon,  "  in  a  large  meadow,  there  is  an 
ifland  containing  feven  or  eight  acres,  which  was  formerly  loaded 
with  valuable  pine  timber,  and  other  forell  wood.  When  the  meadow 
is  overflowed,  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  ifland  rifes  in  the 
fame  degree  as  the  water  rifes,  which  is  foaietimes  fix  feet.  Nesr 
'  the  middle  of  this  ifland  is  a  fmall  pond,  which  has  been  gradually 

lefTeiiirj^ 

*  MS.  Ictrer  of  the  Ilor.  Elidia  Pavne,  Efq. 
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IcfTening  ever  fincc  it  was  known,  and  is  now  almofl  covered  with 
verdnfe.  In  this  place  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has  difappcared  wirhouf 
finding  a  bottom :  in  the  water  of  that  pond  there  have  been  fifh/ 
in  'plenty,  which,  when  the  meadow  hath  been  flowed,  have  appeared 
tliere,  and  when  the  water  liath  been  drawn  off,  have  been  lelt  on  t^e 
meadow,  at  «riiich  time  the  illand  fettles  to  its  ufual  ftate."* 

In  the  town  of  Rye  there  was  formerly  a  frelK  pond,  covering 
kbout  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  fifteen  rodi  ' 
of  the  fea,  being  feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of  fand,     A  commti- 
nicationwas  opened  between  this  pond  and  the  fqg,  in  the  year  17 19, 
by  which  means  tlie  frelli  xVater  was  drawn  off,  and  the  place  is  re*^    < 
giilarly  Overflowed  Hy  the  tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.-p^ 

Within  this  prefent  year,  1791,  a  canal  has  been  cut  through  xht 
hiarilies,  which  opens  an  inland  navigation  from  Hampton,  tiiroiigH 
Ssilifoury,  into  Merrimack  rivtrr,  for  about  eight  nrliles.  By  this  paf- 
fagc   loaded  boats  may  be  conduced  with   the   utmofl  eafe  arid 

Another  object  on  the  hct  of  this  country  worthy  of  obfervation^ 
U  the  aged  and  majeilic  appearance  of  the  foreft  trees,  of  which  thrf" 
moil  noble  is  the  mad  pine.  This  tree  often  grows  to  the  height 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  feet;  it  is 
ftrai^ht  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches  but  Very  near  the  top  ;  it 
is  from  tU'cnty  to  forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe^  and  appeari 
like  a  {lately  pillar  adorned  with  a  verdant  capital  in  form  of  a  cone, 
liitcrfperied  among  thefe  are  the  common  foreft  trees  of  various 
iifids.;  whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet.  Iff 
Iwamps,  and  neilr  rivers,  there  is  a  thickgrowth  of  underwood,  which 
l-endtrs  travelling  diilicuU :  on  high  land  it  is  not  fo  troublefomej 
iand  on  d:y  plairis  it  is  quite  inconfiderable. 

Amidil  thefe  n'ild  and  rugged  fcencs,  it  is  plenfing  t-oobferve  the 
luxuriant  {|:ort:ings  ol  nature :  trees  are  fecn  growing  ou  a  naked 
rock ;  their  roots  either  penetrate  fomc  of  its  crevices,  or  run  ovef 
its  furface  and  ilioot  into  the  ground.  When  a  tree  is  Contiguous  to 
a  fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently  incloie  and  cover  it.  Branches 
of  different  trees,  but  of  the  fame  fpecies,  fometimes  intertwine  and 
even  ingraft  themfelves  fo  as  to  grow  together  in  one.  On  fome  trees 
are  found  large  protuberant  w'art?,  capable  of  beitJg  formed  int(> 
bowl?,  which  arev^ry  tough  and  durable.  On  rocks,  as  well  as  on 
trees,  we  find  varieties  of  mofs  j  it  fometimes  aflumcs  a  grotefcjuff 

appcarjuice, 
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appenrance,  hanging  in  tufts  l,ike  long  hair  from  the  branches,  or 
'kiclofing  the  trunks,  or  fpreading  over  rocks  like  a  carpet,  and  ex-- 
tending  from  one  rock  to  another.  It  is  obferved  that  mofs  is  thickeft 
on  the  north  fides  of  trees.  By  this  mark  the'  favages  "know  their 
courfe  in  cloudy  weather,  and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned'  of ^ 
thena  to  travel  withofut  a  compafs. 

*:^ir>y,r^%/:-  S^QlL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
-^  T^re^s  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New-Harapfhire :  the  intervale 
lands  orr'  the  larg^*rivers  are  accounted  the  moft  valuable,  becaufe 
fhey  arc  overflown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the, 
ii|flahds,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or  fediment  of  the  confidence 
of  foap.~~Thefe  lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  utmoft 
perfedion,"  but  are  not  fo  good  for  pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a. 
prdper quality.  The  wide-fpreading  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation,^ 
are  genferaily  much  efteemed  as  warm  and  rich ;  rocky  morft  land 
is  accounted  good  for  pafture ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep  mel- 
•Jbw  foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are  generally  very  produftive, 
-''' In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil  is  diflinguiflied  'by  the 
VariOHS  kinds  of  woods  which  grow  upon  it ;  thus  :  white  oak  l^nd 
is  hardahd  flony,  the  undergrowth  confifting  of  brakes  and  fern ; 
tliiskind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and  hoed ; 
but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  mufl:  be  fubdued  by  planting  be- 
fore it  can  be  converted  into  mowing  or  pallure.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  chefnut  land. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  diy  and  fan dy ;  it  will  bear  corn  and  rye  with, 
ploughing,  but  is  foon  worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

.,  White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a  deeper  foil,  and  is 
of  courfe  better;  both  thefe  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fernj  and 
wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it  is  an  indication  that 
ploughing  is  neceflary  to  prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  eaflern  parts  of  the  State,  denote  a 
thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after  much  labour  in  the  clearing,  will,  indeed, 
bear  grafs  without  ploughing,  but  the  crops  are  fmall,  and  there  is  a 
natural  tough  fward,  commonly  called  a  rug,  which  muft  either  rot 
or  be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made.  But  in  the  weflera 
parts,  the  fpruce  and  hemlock,  with  a  mixture  of  birch^  denote  a 
moift  foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

Vol.  XL  M  .When 
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When  die  white  pine  &ttd  the  oil-iiut  ^af6  fouAdln  the  fame  land, 
It  is  commonl/  a  deep  moift  loam,  afld  is  accounted  very  ricS' arid 

jirofitable.  ■-"'     '     ■  '      ■    ■'  '■''"  ^^■"'    ''^'    '"'   "•^'  "^' 

Beech  and  maple  land  fe  generally  eftcemed  tlSe  mbft  eafy^'and  "ad- 
vantageous tbr  Cultivation,  as  it  is  a  warmV  rJcli^^foamy'foil,  which 
eafily  takes  gfafs,  corn,  and  grain  without  plougtiihgjan'd  not  only 
bears  good  crops  the  iirfi:  year,  but  turns  immediately  t(>  mowing  and 
pafture;  that  foil  which  is  deepeft  ahd  df  the'darkeft  colour,  is 
efteemed  the  beft.  >'  ,^  ■  ^  ^ 

-  Black  and  yellow  birch,  White  afli,  elm,^  and' a^^er^  ^afe  md^i'6atidhs 
af'gobd  foil,  deep,  rich,  and  moift,  Which'  Will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
i^ithout  ploughing,  /  v.    ■ ,     .  ^ 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  ftrong  laWd,  and  generally 
th(^  ftrength  of  land  is  judged  of  by  the  lai'genefs  of  the  trees  which 
it  produces. 

"  iThcire  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth  on  thi'  tAvti^ 
foil  in  a  courfe  of  time,  for  which  no  caufes  can  be  affigned.  In 
foriir  places,  the  old  Handing  trees,  and  the  fallen  decayed  irees,  ap- 
flekv  to  be  the  fame,  whilft  the  moft  thriving  trees  are  of  a  different 
llindV'fdf  inflance,  the  old  growth  in  fome  places  is  red  oak,  dr' 
whrr^'afh,  whilfl:  the  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without  any* 
young  oak  or  afli  among  them.  It  is  probable  that  the  growth  is 
&iii¥  changed  in  many  places  j  the  only  condufion  which  can  be 
drawn  from  this  circumilance,  is,  that  the  fame  foil  is  capable  of 
bearing  divers  kinds  of  trees ;  but  ftill  there  is  a  difference  fafficierlt 
to  denominate  the  foil  from  the  growth.  '   'V^^'^  ^^''' 

'  Several  ways  of  railing  a  crop  on  new  land  have  been  pra^ifed.' 
The  eafiefi:  and  cheapeft  method  was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians, 
who  never  looked  very  far  forward  in  their  improvements.  The 
method  is  that  of  girdling  the  trees  ;  which  is  done  by  making  a  cir-' 
cuhr  inci lion  through  the  bark,  and  leaving  them  to  die  ftanding.-— 
This  operation  is  performed  in  the  fummer,  and  the  ground  is  fowed 
in  Aifgufl.with  winter-rye,  irltefniixed  with  grafs;  the  next  year 
the  trees  do  not  put  forth  leaves,  and  the  land  having  yielded  a  crop, 
becomes  fit  for  pafture.  This  method  helps  poor  fettlers  a  little 
the  firfl  year  J  but  the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees  are  left 
landing,  they  are  continually  breaking  and  falling  With  the  wiiid,^ 
which  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being  conltanlly^^ 
encumbered  by  the  falling  trees,'  is  lefs'fit  for  mowing;  fo  that  if  th^^ 
-      '  -  - -~''  ^■■^  —  -':-;r  ■'-'--  ■  ■-'  ■  '  iabdur 
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labour  be  not  efFe(StualIy  done  at  once,  it  muft  be  done  in  a  fucceflioa 
of  time. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Conne<^icut  river,  wheat  often  yields 
forty,  and  fometimes  fifty  buihels  to  the  acre  ;  but  in  common  up* 
Jand,  if  it  produce  twenty  bufhels,  it  is  reckoned  profitable,  though 
it  often  falls  (hort  of  that.  Indian  corn  will  fometimes  average  thirty 
or  forty,  but  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  this  latter  grain  does  not  pro*. 
duce  fo  largely,  nor  is  the  grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  landg 
well  cultivated.  This,  however,  is  owing  much  to  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted  ;  if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly- 
burnt  land  as  on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all  grains, 
%\'inter  rye  thrives  beft  on  new  lands,  and  Indian  corn  or  barley  on  the 
old.  Barley  does  not  fuccecd  well  in  the  new  land,  nor  is  flax  raifed 
with  any  advantage,  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated  for  fome 
years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas,  but  all  kinds  of 
efculent  roots  are  much  larger  and  fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil  than  in 
any  other. 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands  has  been  much 
improved  within  the  lafl  thirty  years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoflible  to  raife  Indian  corn  without  the  plough  and  the 
hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs,  was  pra6ti- 
fed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown,  about  the  year  1762,  and  this 
cafy  method  of  cultivating  foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for  a  young  man  to  go 
iipon  new,  than  to  remain  on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of 
life,  every  day's  labour  employed  in  fubduing  the  wildernefs,  laya 
a  foundation  for  future  profit :  befides  the  mode  of  fubduing  new 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  made  in  the  art  of  hufbandry. 
The  feafop  of  vegetation  is  fliort,  and  is  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting,  and  tilling  the  land,  in  cutting  and  houfing 
fodder,  and  gathering  in  the  crops.  Thefe  labours  fucceed  invariably, 
and  muft  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  feafor>j  fo  that  little  time 
can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  the  people  in  general  were  difpo- 
{td  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the  fucceffion  of  labours, 
that  upon  any  irregularity  in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another, 
and,  if  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  completed  before  the  other 
fuffers  for  want  of  being  done.  Thus  hay  is  often  fpoiled  for  want 
of  being  cut  in  feafon,  when  the  harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly 
from  this  caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  equality  with 
which  the  minds  of  hulbandmen  are  early  imprefled,   and  partly 
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from  a  want  of  edncati(»ii^'thdt' no  {p\t\%  of  improvement' >U  iteti 
among  them,  but  every  one  purfues  the  bufinefs  of  fowing,  plant. 
Ing,  mo-wing,  and  railing  tattle,  With- unremitting  labour  aftdfUOtie- 
viatiog  imiformity'4''''''f?^#^>i?tli?I^I/^^^^^^^^  i-w'^'  .imti;.k>  ^i?irfoi 

Very  little  ufc!  is  made  of  any  manurd  except  barn  dung, '  thrtugh 
marl  may  ibe  had  in  many  places,  with  or  without  digging*  The 
misiing.  of  different' ftrata  isy  never  attended; to,  though v  nature 
often  gives  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
On  a -clay  bottom,  and  the  grafs  growing  there  in  greater  beauty 
and  luxuriance  than  elfe  where.  Dung  is  feldomfu  fife  red  to  re- 
main  in  heap  over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken  every  fpri ng  froin  the 
barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  corn  and  potatoes-  are  planted. 

Gardens  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  management 
of  women,  the  men  contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  antl  dig- 
ging them  ;  and  it  mull  be  faid,  to  the  honour  of  the  female  fex, 
that  the  fcanty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their  care,  is  often  made 
produdive  of'no  fmall  benefit  to  their' families. 
'  .  As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire  came  chiefly  from  the 
-fouth^wtftern  counties  of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  were  made 
in  great  quantities,  they  took  care  to  flock  their  plantations  with 
apple  trees  and  pear  trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
iize. '  rThe  firft  growtli  is  now  decayed  or  periflied,  but  a  fuccelfion 
has  been  preferved,  and  ho  good  hufbandman  thinks  his  farm  com- 
plete without  an  orchard.  Perry  is  ilill  made  in  the  old  towns,  bor- 
dering on  Pafcataqua  river,  but  in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree 
is  chiefly  cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townfhips  which  have  been' 
fettled  fince  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear  well^  .and 
cyder  is  yearly  becoming  more  plentiful.        •»<-.,     1     -  i^irnwja^) 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated ;  but  from  the  fpecimens 
which  fome  gardens  produce,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  cherry, 
the  mulberry,  the  plum,  and  the  quince,  might  be  multiplied  to  any 
degree.  The  peach  does  not  thrive  well,  the  trees  being  very  fliort^ 
lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The  white  and  red  currant 
grow  luxuriantly,  if  properly-fituated  and  cultivated.  The  barberry, 
though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturalized,  and  grows  fpontaneoufly 
in  hedges  or  paftures. 

It  has  often  been  in  this  State  a  fubjeft  of  complaint,  that  grain, 
flax  and  efculent  vegetables,  degenerate.  This  imy  be  alcribed  to 
the  feed  not  being  changed,  but  fown  fucceffively  on  the  fame  foil, 

or 
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^r  ill  the- fame  ndghbourhood>  for  too  long  a  time.  "  Tha  Siberian 
wheat  for  feveral  years  produced  gt)od  crops ;  but  becoming  at 
length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fliared  the  fate  of  the  comnv^a 
kind  of  wheat,  and  difappointed  the  expedatious  of  the,  fanner, 
"Were  the  feed  renewed  every  five  or  fix  ytects,  by  importations  from 
Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage.'*  It  muft  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was  fown  in  New-Hampfliire, 
about  twelve  years  ago,  was  carried  from  England,  where  i^  had 
been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years.  Whether  an  intermediate 
ft-agC' is  favmu'able  to  the  tranfplantation  ot  feed  from  north, t» 
fouth,  and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry. 
With  refpe^St  to  plants,  which  require  the  whole  feafon  to  grow  in,  it 
is  obferved,  that  "  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to  north,  ought 
to  bc/  by  (liort  ftages  ;  in  which  cafe  they  accommodate  themfelves 
by  infenlible  degrees  to  the  temperature  and  length  of  the  vegeta- 
ting  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as  good  a  degree  of  perfeftion^a 
foreign  climes  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  are  the  refources  of  na- 
ture !"  ,; 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the  people 
of  New-Hampfliire,  if  they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree 
which  is  cut  down  in  the  forelV,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth, 
which,  with  cultivation,  will  produce  food  for  man  and  beaft.  It  is 
impoffible  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultry,  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  market.  Flax  and  hemp 
may  alfo  be  cultivated  to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale 
lands  -of  the  large  rivers.  The  barley  of  New-England  is  much  ef- 
teemed  in  the  middle  States,  and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to 
encourage  its  cultivation  ;  it  is,  befides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not 
liable  to  blatl.  Hops  will  grow  on  almoft  any  foil,  and  the  labour 
attending  them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be  no  excufe  for 
neglecting  the  univcrfal  cultivation  of  them.  The  confumption  of 
them,  and  confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce, is  continually  increaiing. 
/  ;  -  The  firft  ncai  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into  New-Hampfhire, 
were  lent  by  Captain  John  Mafon  and  his  aflbciates,  about  the  year 
1633,  to  flock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  employed  in  drawing  lum- 
ber.- Thefe  catde  were  of  a  large  breeds  and  a  yellow  colour,  procu- 
red from  Denmark,    Whilft  the  bufineis  of  getting  lumber. was  the 

chief 
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chief  emploj'ment  of  the  people,  the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was  more 
attended  to  than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allowed  to  run  with  the 
i:ows,  and  fuck  at  their  pleafiJTre.  Men  were  ambitious  to  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  fize  and  llreqgth  of  their  oxen.  Bets  were  frequently 
Jaid  on.  the  exertions  of  tb|Mr  Ilrength,  and  the  prize  was  contended  for 
as  earneftly  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games.  This  ardour  is  not  yet, 
wholly  extinguiflied  in  fonie  places;  but  as  hufbandry  hath  gained 
ground,  iefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  ftrength,  and  more  to  the  fatnefs 
cf  cattle  for  the  market,  and  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  their  na- 
tural food,  for  the  adv^antage  of  niaking  butter  and  cheefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more  cleared,  pafture  for 
«ittle  increafes,  and  the  number  is  continually  multiplied.  From 
the  upper  parts  ofNew-Hampfliire,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven 
to  the  Bofton  market,  whence  the  beef  is  exported  frefli  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  falted  to  the  Weft  and  Eaft-Indies. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  horfe  was  firfi-  imported,  docs?  not 
appear.  No  particular  care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general  to  im* 
prove  the  breed  of  this  majeftic  and  ufeful  animal,  and  bring  it  to 
that  perfedion  of  which  it  is  capable.  The  raifing  of  colts  is 
not  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  hulbandry,  as  the  horfe  is  but 
little  ufed  for  draught,  and  his  flefli  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion 
of  horfes  to  neat  cattle  is  not  more  than  one  to  twenty.  Few  live 
and  die  on  the  plantations  where  they  are  bred ;  fome  are  exported  to ' 
the  Weft-India  iilands,  but  the  moft  are  continually  fliifted  from  one 
owner  to  another^  by  means  of  a  fet  of  contemptible  wretches  called 
horfe-jockies. 

Aftes  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the  country.  The  raifing 
of  mules  deferves  encouragement,  as  the  exportation  of  them  to  the 
Weft-Indies  is  more  profitable  than  that  of  horfes,  and  they  may  be 
tifcd  to  advantage  in  travelling  or  carrying  burthens  in  the  rough 
and  mountainous  parts  of  the  wildernefs. 

Sheep,  goats,  and  fvyine,  were  at  firft  fent  over  from  England,  by  ., 
the  aftbciates  of  Laconia.    Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  are  ac- 
counted the  moll  profitable  ftock  which  can  be  railed  on  a  farm.  The 
breed  might  be  renewed  and  improved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  mufflon,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  parent  .ftogk  of  the  European, 
and  confequently  of  the  American  flieep.     Goats  are  uQt  much  pro-,, 
pagated,  chiefly  becaufe  it  is  difticult  to  confine  tlipip,  in ^pafture^,.^ 
Swine  are^  very  prolific^  and  fcarcely  a  fan>ily  is  without -Uiem.    Du-^^ 
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ring  the  fiimmer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the  wafte  of  the  dairy  and 
kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned  into  fields  of  clover,  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  in  the  woods,  where  they  pick  up  nuts  and  acorns,  or 
grub  the  roots  of  fern  ;  but  after  harveft  they  are  fliut  up,  and  fatted 
on  Indian  com.  The  pork  of  New-England  is  not  inferior  to  any  in 
the  world. 

^  t)omeMc  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifcd  in  great  plenty  and  per- 
fedibn  in  New-Hariipfliire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were  exported  from  England 
about  twenty  years  paft ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
thie  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.   The 

ock  of  all  domeftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  it  i» 
t^e  wifli  to  preferve  them  unimpaired,  or  reflore  them  to  their  ori- 
ginal perfedion. 

^^'  CAVERNS,   STONES,   FOSSILS,   AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipices,  fome  openings 
appear,  which  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle-fnakes,  and  are  rather  objefls  of  dread  than  of  curiofity.  A  par- 
ticular defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townftiipof  Chefter, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gentleman,  deceafed,  fliali  be 
given  in  his  own  words. 

"^'^"At^about  five  miles  diflance  from  Chefter  meeting-houfe,  and 
very  near  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  Rattle- 
fnake  Hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and  about  half  a  mile  in 
diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  efpecially  on  the  fouthern  fide,  where 
it  is  almoft  perpendicular,  and  its  fummit  frowns  tremendous,  about 
four  hundred  feet  high.  In  this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is 
an  aperture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches 
broad,  which  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Den,  con- 
.  cerning  which,  many  frightfil  ftories  are  told,  to  increafe  the  ter-* 
rors  of  the  evening,  among  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  obfervcd  the  eyes  of  men  affume  a  pecu- 
liar brightnefs,  while  recounting  the  imaginary  dangers  which  they 
had  there  fortunately  efcaped. 

*^  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long,  it  then  contracts  its  height 

to  two  feet  and  a  half,    and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 

the  right,  fifteen  feet,  where  it  is  irregularly  loft  among  the  cOntigu- 

«ttt  rocks.    This  form  of  the  carity  continues  about  tcu  feet,  when 

3  i' 
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it  fivddeilly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high,  and  three  vvi'de^  th<i 
fi<ies  nearly  perpendicular,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In  th«f 
midway  of  which,  on  the  fame  plane,  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
on  the  left,  is  an  apeVture  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  which  con^ 
tinues  ten  or  twelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  irregularly  among  the 
rocks.  Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paral- 
lel to  the  faid  plane,  elevated  about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
icjuare,  and  about  three  feet  high,  floored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 
xock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  dependent  many  ex- 
crefcences,  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than 
an  inch  long ;  but  there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  every  poflible 
inferior  fize  ;  thefe  are  eafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  feveral 
of  them  are  depofited  in  the  mufeum  at  Cambridge,  where  they 
are  fhewn  for  petrified  water.  Their  colour  iand  confiftence  are 
thofe  of  a  common  flone,  but  when  approached  in  the  cave  vyith 
a  flambeaip,  they  throw  about' a  fparkling  lufire  of  almoft  every  hue* 
This  appearance  is  caufcd  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which  hangs 
about  the  end  of  each,  and  when  the  echo  of  its  fall  has  reverberated 
round  the  vault,  another  begins  to  kindle  in  fucceffion, 

"At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  is  a  perpendicular 
defcept  of  about  four  feet ;  where  the  paflage  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  leaft  fifteen  feet  high,  and  ftill 
nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently  to  the  right  in  an  arch  of  a  very 
large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet,  where  eight  oi'  nine  feet  of  the 
height  falls  into  breadth,  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet  more  is  loft 
among  the  rocks,  in  inconfiderable  chinksr 

"  The  general  direction  of  this  cave  is  nearly  north,  and  upon  an 
afcent  of  aboi^t  three  degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks 
on  all  ficjes,  fave  that  the  above-mentioned  thirty  feet  has  a  gra- 
velly bottom,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  rifes  a  fmall  rivulet, 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.  This  rivulet  increafes  imper- 
ceptibly in  its  defcent  along,  the  thirty  feet ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly 
into  a  tranfverfe  chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives  it 
perpendicularly  about  ten  feet,  when  the  little  fubterraneous  cafcade 
is  intercepted  by  fome  thin  lip  of  a  rock,  and  thrown  about  in  quite 
a  merry  ftrain  for  fiicha  folitarymanfion, 

■■  "  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  pafiage,  are  cafed  with  a  fiiell 
of  a  reddifh  colour,  about  half  an  inch  thick,  which  is  eafily  fepa- 
rable from  the  rack^  Ia  flakes  as  large  a«  a  man's  hand.  Thefc. 
:i  *  flakes 
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fl'akes  ^mit  a  flrong,  ib^nt^Qf.fulphur,  \yhen ,thrpwn  ioto  the ^fi^;?^;;  ?'^^ 
this  ciqcuiDflance  has  given  nle  to  a  conje^^ure  that  fiibterraneous  firea 
have.fofiii^rly  raged  here ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may  be, ;n  this 
opifiipfir^jj^ie  qa^ye  is, now  exceedingly  cold,  and  a  more  gloomj .Situa- 
tion is  fcarcely  imaginable." 

,Jd  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock,  which  is  computed  to 
w^ightfixty  or  f^veaty  tons.  It  lies  fo  ^xadly  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  fmger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  ii  hiii, 
and  its  fituation  appears  to  be  natural.  Many  oiher  fingular  ap- 
pearances among  the  rocks  and  mountains  attract  the  attentipn  of  the 
curious,,  and  ferve  as  objects  of  amazement  to  the  uninformed. 

Of , the  different  kinds  of  earths  ap.d  clays  which  are  found  in 
Njew-Hkimpfliire,  it  would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account.  The 
tDWOiS.! of,  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and  Dover,  abound  in 
c}t>ys.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  ieveral  towns  on  Connecfliciit  riv-:r. 
In  Jiiany;  of;  the  new  townftiips,  clay  does  not  appear  till  after  tr.e 
earth; has  ,been  opened  and  cultivated.  Maries,  thoilgh  found  in 
great. plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed  :  immenfu  treafure^.jof 
this  precious  manure  will  be  reierved  for  future  geijeraiions.     1  ,,,,. 

Ked.aud  yellow  ochres  are  found  in  Sommerfwortn,  Cheflcr- 
field»  R,\ndge  and  Jiiffrcy.  It  is  obierveible  that  in  fevcral  places,  ^ 
ftrfiitui-p  of  y^ejlow  is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without  any  in- 
tervening fubHance  :  thefe  have  bt^en  purified  and  ufc:d  with  fuccefs 
in  painting. 

At  Orford,  on  Connetfticut  river,  is  found  the  foip-rock,  Steatites^ 
It  has  the  property  of  fuller's  earth  in  cieaufing  cloths  ;  it  is  of  a  con- 
fiftence  between  earth  and  ftone  ;  it  may  be  f:iwn  or  cut  with  carpen- 
ter's tools  into  any  form  whatever.  To  deer.'iiine  its  capacity  of  en- 
during hear,  Mr.  Belknap  carefully  meafured  and  wei^l  ed  a  piece 
of  it;  and  having  kept  it  for  one  hour  in  a  glo\j'ing  tire  of  coals, 
and  cooled  it  gradually,  he  found  iti  lize  w-as  not  in  the  leall  dimi- 
nifhed;  it  loft  a  fixty-fihh  put  of  its  weight;  It  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  ealily  broken  by  the  hand ;  it  was  equally  fofc  as  before, 
and  as  capiible  of  being,cutprfcraped;  its  qolour  was  changed  from 
^Jjght  grey  to  a  mi^:i^^pus  yf Uovv. ,  The  piece  on  which  this  experi- 
ment was  made,  weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

Xn  vitrious  parts  of  the  cpu-L.tryjs  found  that  nanfparerit  fubiiance 
■Wi|i^hyis  commonly  called^;ij&j^gng^<d'5>  t.apis  fje.jdaris,  ■  It  is  a 
fpecips  of  talc,  antlis  ;f(:^wi4,5%y"iering  tq-  rocks  of  ^yhjle  ,ar:  yellow 
quartz,    and  lying  in  la?7uni€y    hke   flieets  of   paper ;    mcft   of   it 
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is  white,  fome  is  yellow,  and  fome  has  a  purple  hue.  The  largef! 
leaves  of  this  curious  fubflance  are  found  in  a  mountain,  in  the 
townfliip  of  Grafton,  about  twenty  miles  eaflward  of  Dartmouth 
college.  It  was  firft  difcovered  in  the  following  manner :  a  hun- 
tec  took  flielter  for  the  night  in  a  cavern  of  the  mountain,  and  in  the 
morning  found  himfelf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fub- 
flance ;  a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faftened  to  the  branch  of  a  tree 
near  the  cave,  as  a  marl^  by  which  he  might  again  find  the  place* 
This  happened  during  the  late  war,  when  window-glafs  could  not 
be  imported.  The  fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the 
talc  into  repute.  Many  perfons  employed  their  time  in  blowing 
the  rocks,  feparating  the  lamincE,  cutting  them  into  fquares,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.  This  fubflance  is  particularly 
valuable  for  the  windows  of  fliips,  as  it  is  not  brittle,  but  elaflic,  and 
will  Hand  the  explofion  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  cover  miniature 
paintings,  and  to  preferve  minute  objects  for  the  microfcope.  The 
difadvantage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  contrails  dull,  and  is  not 
ealily  cleaned;  but  for  lanterns  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chryflals  and  chryftalline  fpars  have  been  found  at  Northwood, 
Rindge  and  Conway.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  generally  hexago- 
nal, and  terminating  in  a  point.  The  largell:  which  has  fallen  under 
our  knowledge  was  found  at  Conway ;  it  was  fix  inches  in  length, 
eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thirty-two  ounces,  but  it  wai 
not  throughout  pellucid. 

Allum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barrington,  Orford  and  Jaffrey 
vitriol  at  Jaffrey,  >  Brentwood  and  Rindge  :  it  is  generally  combined  in 
the  fame  flone  v. ith  fulphur.  Thofe  ilones  which  hive  been  feen  are' 
flielly,  and  the  vitriol  exudes  at  the  fifTures.  Mr.  Belknap  has  one 
Vvhich  has  been  kept  perfedly  dry  for  above  twelve  years,  and  it 
produces  the  white  efflorcfcence  as  plendtuliy  as  ever.  It  was 
taken  from  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York,  where  there  was  aa 
immenfe  quantity. 

Free-ftone  has  been  difcovered  at  Kanover  and  Piermont.  At  Or- 
ford are  many  (late  rocks,  and  a  grey  flone,  which  may  be  wroughfe 
to  great  perfedion,  either  for  building  or  for  mill-flones ;  it  is  faid  to 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  flones,  and  is  in  great  de- 
mand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  many  places,  mofl  commonly  in  fwaniips*^ 
It  generally  difcovers  itfelf  by  the  colour  and  tafle  of  the  water^ 
which  runs  through  it ;  and  there  are  many  fprings  in  almofl  every 

%  part 
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part  of  the  country  which  are  impregnated  in  diiTerent  degrees 
with  it.  Black  lead,  plumhago,  is  found  in  large  quantities  aboi;t 
the  grand  Monadnock,  in  the  townfliip  of  Jaffrey.  In  the  fame' 
neighbourhood,  fome  fmall  fpecimens  of  copper  and  lead  have 
been  feen.  There  is  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome  rocks 
at  Orford  ^  but  no  metal  except  iron,  has  been-  wrought  to  any  ad- 
vantage. 

Foffil  fhells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  river  in  Newmarket, 
at  the  depth  of  feventeen  feet,  and  in  fuch  a  fitution-  as  that  the  bed 
of  the  river  could  never  have  been  there.  The  fliel'.s  were  of 
oyflers,  mufcles  and  clams,  intermixed.  Clam  fliells  have  alfq 
been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dartmouth  college. 

Foffil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the  intervale  lands,  adjoining 
the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is  but  little  cultivated. 
Men  of  genius  and  fcience  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  purfue  objects 
from  which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn.  The  difappointments 
which  have  attended  fome  cxpenfive  attempts  ;  the  air  of  myflery 
thrown  over  the  fubjeft  by  ignorant  pretenders  ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  every  mineral  may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  like- 
wife  difcouragrd  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens  which  have  ap- 
peared, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  exiftcnce  of  mineral  and  fof- 
fd  treafures,  in  the  fearch  of  which,  future  generations  will  find  em- 
ployment. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS^  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

^his  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Rockingham,  Straf- 
ford, Cheftiire,  Hillfborough  and  Grafton  ;  thefe  are  fub-divided 
into  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  townfliips,  and  thirteen  locations, 
mod  of  which  are  about  fix  miles  fquare.  In  all  ,4rbefe  townfiiips 
a  (hare  hns  been  referved  equal  to  that  of  any  other  grantee  for 
the  firft  fettled  minifter,  as  his  own  right,  befides  the  parfonage  lot. 
This  has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  fettlement  of  mmifters 
in  the  new  towns ;  and  where  the  choice  has  been  prudent,  many 
advantages  have  been  derived  from  it. 

The  chief  towns  in  this  State  are  Porlfmouth,  Exeter  and  Con- 
cord, in  Rockingham  county ;  Dover  and  Durham,  in  Strafford  ; 
Keen  and  Charlefton,  in  Chefhire  ;  Amheril,  in  Hillfborough  -,  and 
Haverhall  and  Plymouth,  in  Grafton. 

N  2  PORTSMOUTH. 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

This  is  the  largeft  town  in  the  State,  its  longitude  is  70°  40'  from 
the  obfcrvatory  at  Greenwich  ;  it  is  about  two  miles  fioni  the  fea,  on 
the  iouth  fide  of  Pafcataqua  river  ;  it  contains  about  fix  hundred  and 
lorry  dwelling  houfes,  and  nearly  as  many  other  buildings,  befides 
thofc  for  public  ufes,  which  are  three  congregational  churches,  one 
epifcopal,  and  one  univerfalill ;  a  (late  houfe,  market  houfe,  four 
f:hool  houfes,  and  a  work  houfe. 

Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  fined  on  the  continent,  having  a  fnfficient 
depth  of  water  for  vellels  of  any  burthen.  It  is  defended  againft 
ilorms  by  the  adjacent  land,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  fliips  may 
fecurely  ride  there  in  any  feafon  of  the  year.  Eefides,  the  harbour 
is  fo  well  fortified  by  nature,  that  very  little  art  will  be  neceflary  to 
render  it  impregnable.  Its  vicinity  to  the  fea  renders  it  very  conve- 
nient for  naval  trade.  A  light  houfe,  with  a  fingle  light,  ibnds  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  Ships  of  uar  have  been  built  here  ; 
among  others,  the  America,  of  feventy-four  guns^  launched  No- 
vember, 1782,  and  prefented  to  Jhe  King  of  France  by  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States. 

IXETER. 

Exeter  is  fifteen  miles  S.  W.  from  rortfrnouih,  fituated  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation  upon  Swamfcot,  or  Exeter  river.  The  tide  rifes 
here  eleven  feet;  it  is  well  fituated  for  a  manufacturing  town,  and  has 
aheady  a  duck  manufadfory,  in  its  infancy — fix  faw  mills,  a  fulling 
mill,  Hitting  mil!,  paper  mill,  inuft'mill,  two  chocolate  and  ten  grill 
m.ills,  iron  works,  and  a  printing  office.  The  public  buildings  are 
two  congregational  churches,  an  academy,  a  nev/  and  handfofne 
court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  The  public  offices  of  State  are  kept  here. 
Formerly  this  town  was  famous  for  fliip  building,  but  this  bufinefs 
has  not  fiourillied  fince  its  interruption  by  the  war. 

CONCORD. 

This  is  a  pleafant,  flourifliing,  inland  town,  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank  of  Merrin^ack  river,  fifty-four  miles  W.  N.  W.  from  Portf- 
mouth.  The  general  court,  of  late,  have  commonly  held  their  fef- 
fions  here  ;  and  from  its  central  fituation,  and  a  thriving  back 
country,  it  will  probably  foon  become  the  permanent  feat  of  go- 
vcrtiment.  Much  of  the  trade  of  the  upper  country  centers  in  this 
town. 

Dover, 
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Dover,  Durham,  Amherft,  Keen,  Charlefton,  Plymouth  and 
Haverhill,  are  the  other  moft  confiderable  towns  in  this  State, 
Haverhill  is  a  new,  thriving  town,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Conne6licut 
river,  in  Lower  Coos.  It  is  the  moft  confiderable  town  in  the  county 
of  Grafton,  and  has  a  well-conftrii^led  court-houfe  and  a  congrega- 
tional church.  In  it  is  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  which  has  yielded  fomc 
profit  to  the  proprietor — alfo  a  quarry  of  free  ftone,  from  which  the 
people  are  fupplied  with  chimney  pieces,  hearth  ftones,  &c.  It 
has  alfo  a  fulling  mill  and  an  oil  mill,  and  many  other  excellent 
mill  feats. 

POPULATION. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times  to  afcertain  the  number 
ef  people  in  New-Hampfliire.  The  late  Governor  Wcntworth  was 
ordered  by  the  Britifli  miniftry  to  take  an  exaft  furvey  ;  but  '*  hav- 
ing no  fund  to  pay  the  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  compel  obedience'* 
to  the  order,  he  was  fubje6led  to  the  inconvenience  of  delay  and 
difappointment.  The  number  of  the  people,  however,  In  1767, 
was  eflimated  at  fifty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred.  Another  cfli- 
mate  was  made  in  1774,  of  which  we  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count, but  have  been  informed  that  it  was  eighty-five  thoufand. 
This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates 
of  New-Hampfliire,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  was 
ftill  more  extravagant.  A  furvey  taken  in  1775,  partly  by  enume- 
ration, and  partly  by  eftimation,  for  the  purpoie  of  eflabhfliing  an 
adequate  reprefentation  of  the  people,  made  the  whole  number 
eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1790,  is  the  moft  cor- 
rect account  which  has  ever  been  made,  according  to  this,  the  num- 
bers were  as  follows ; 
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TOWNS. 
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STRATFORD    COUNTY, 
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Moultonborou 
Sandwich, 
Offipee,    . 
•Wakefield, 
Tuftonboroiigl 
Tamworth, 
Barnftead, 
Eaton, 
Effingham, 
Conway, 
Durham, 
Barrington, 
Madbury, 
Lee,     .    . 
New-Durham  Gore. 
Sanborntown, 
New-Hanipton, 
Meridith,     .    . 
Gilmantown, 
Stark^sand  Sterling's 
Lccatioiis, 


h, 


:•) 


549 

248 

730 
^39 

1 10 

133 
216 

86 

158 

29 

67 

192 

60 

42 

149 

33<^ 
605 

167 

277 
108 

415 
171 
247 

614 
12 


601 1 


419 

211 

740 
140 
162 

120 

148 

243 
82 

193 

20 

72 
214 

72 

43 
146 

272 
646 
126 
224 
118 
423 
173 
211 

682 


1004 

478 
1386 

^75 
304 
217 
283 
446 
171 
295 
60 
126 
400 

121 

68 
279 

634 
1217 
295 
526 
212 

749 

306 

419 

1294 

26 


5913   1^591 


1998 

943 

2857 

554 
617 

447 
565 
905 

339 
646 
109 
266 

807 

^53 

154 

574 

1247 

2470 

592 

1029 

445 
1587 

6f;2 

881 

2613 

51 


6323^  23601 
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Cheshire  county. 


\0 

-0 

<*H           . 

c 

G 

TOWNS. 

^1 

3     . 

a  0 

s 

4J 

:h  c 

IS  t 

'2, 

0 

>■  « 

^  s 

5: 

•£; 

. 

• 

II 

1^^ 

0 
< 

00 

73 

Charlefton,      .    .    .    . 

307 

254 

530 

I 

J 

1093 

Keene,      .    .    , 

318 

318 

671 

5 

2 

I3H 

Ackworth,  .    . 

i59 

197 

348 

704 

Alftead,    .    .    . 

i268 

285 

558 

nil 

Chefterfield,     , 

441 

53^ 

930 

2 

1905 

Claremont,      .    , 

34S 

391 

692 

2 

2 

M35 

Cornifli,      .    . 

238 

258 

484 

I 

I 

982 

Croydon,     .    . 

121 

151 

262 

,3 

537 

Dublin,    .    .    . 

227 

223 

446 

5 

901 

Fitzwilliam, 

'  ^55 

278 

505 

1038 

Gilfom,    .    .    . 

70 

64 

164 

298 

Hinfdale,     .    . 

127 

142 

251 

2 

522 

Jaffrey,     .    .    . 

285 

336 

603 

1 1 

1235 

Langdon,     .    . 

58 

76 

•      io'8 

2 

244 

Lempfter,    .    . 

no 

95 

207 

3 

415 

Marlborough, 

175 

210 

39^ 

786 

Marlow,       .    . 

73 

80 

160 

3^3 

Newport,     .    . 

187 

198 

390 

4 

1 

780 

Packersfield,    . 

167 

208 

^43 

3 

721 

Richmond, 

332 

368 

680 

1380 

Rindge,    .    .    . 

276 

326 

554 

7 

1143 

Stoddart,     .    . 

162 

194 

344 

I 

701 

Surry,      .    .    . 

117 

III 

220 

448- 

Sullivan,       .    . 

48 

68 

103 

I 

220 

Swanzey,     .    . 

293 

287 

57' 

6 

^157 

Unity,      .    .    . 

133 

^39 

26^ 

I 

538 

Walpole,      .    . 

327 

335 

580 

I 

2 

1245 

Waniin2,ton,    . 

J37 

^^5 

273 

545 

Wendell,      .    . 

70 

64 

133 

267 

Weftmoreland, 

472 

543 

998 

4 

I 

2018 

Winchefter,      . 

298 

311 

595 

4 

I 

1209 

Nevv-Grantham, 

90 

88 

iv3 

I 

I 

333 

PlainficKI,    .    . 

259 

277 

486 

2 

1024 

Proteftworth, 

56 

49 

104 

I 

210 

7004 

7680 

14103 

69 

76 

28872 
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HILLSBOROUGH    COUNTY* 


TOWNS. 


-c  .'2 


<    e;5 


AmherfV, 

Duxbiiry  Mile-flip, 
Bedford,      .    . 
Derrylield  Gore, 
Wilton,    .    .    . 
Dunftable,   .    . 
Nottingham  Weft 
Nevv-lpfwich, 
Merrimack, 
Hillfborough, 
Goffstown, 
Litchfield,    . 
New-Bofton, 
Antrim,    .    , 
Heniker, 
Peterborough, 
Fifherfield, 
Lyndboroiigh, 
Lyndborough  Gore, 
Bradford,     ,    . 
Sutton,    .    ,    , 
New- London, 
Warner,       .    . 
Kiarferge  Gore, 
Andover,      .    . 
Bofcawen,    .    • 
Society,    .    ,    , 
Hancock,     .    ,    , 
Sharon,    .    .    , 
Campbell's  Gore 
Saiifbury,     ,    . 
Temple,      .    , 
Mafon,     .    .    .    , 
Raby,       .    .    .    , 
Weare,     .    . 
Hop^inton, 
Franceftovvn, 
Dunbarton, 
Bearing, 


571 
39 

210 
10 

179 
267 

338 
209 

193 

324 

97 

313 
138 
269 
220 
68 

313 
II 

56 

132 

69 

220 

27 

166 

282 

84- 

1^6 

68 

28 

345 
177 

215 

86 

491 

445 
232 

209 
213 


„b 

1204 

18 

45 

85 

240 

440 

8 

4 

.6 

278 

,6z 

12 

.46 

306 

I 

246 

544 

7 

S85 

614 

4 

207 

393 

10 

211 

393 

I 

303 

614 

34 

83 

160 

17 

303 

576 

lO 

146 

244 

3^5 

5^5 

8 

214 

423 

4 

105 

158 

349 

618 

19 

60 

lOI 

122 

266 

90 

1-52 

J95 

448 

27 

49 

167 

312 

274 

551 

I 

89 

146 

160 

315 

3 

63 

128 

3; 

57 

38? 

640 

2 

196 

368 

6 

242 

462 

3 

89 

160 

3 

500 

931 

2 

417 

852 

I 

233 

517 

244 

444 

20 

254 

459 

2 

2369 

169 

898 
30 

1105 
632 

1064 
I24I 

819 

798 
1275 

357 
120^ 

II27 
861 

331 
I28Q 

38 
217 
520 

311 
863 
163 

64s 

IIO8 
319 

634 
259 

120 
137* 

747 
922 

338 
1924 

^715 

982 

917 
928 
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HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY,   CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


Hollis,    . 
Derryfield, 


C     Oh 


92 


8155 


95 


8389 


7^3 

175 


16250    177 


1441 
36Z 


3^S7 


GRAFTON    COUNTY, 


:} 


Haverhill, 

Plymouth^   .    .    .    ,    . 

Alexandria,     .    .    .    , 

Bartlett,  ...,,. 

Bath, 

Bridgewater,    .    .    .    . 

Burton,    ...... 

Cambridge,  not  inhab 

Campton,    .    .    .    .    . 

C:;ixaan;   ...... 

Chatham,    .    .    .    .    . 

Cockburnp,     ,    .    .    . 

CockemiQuth,     .   .   , 

Colburpe,    .... 

Concord,  alias  Gun 
thwaite,   .... 

Coventry,    .  „    .    . 

Dalton, 

Dartmouth,     ,    .    , 

DorcheHer,      .    ,    , 

Dummer,  qot  inhab. 

Enfield,  alias  Relhan, 

Errol,  not  inhabited, 

Franconia,   ,    .    .    , 

Grafton,      .... 

Hanover,  including 
152  fludents  at 
Dart.  College,     . 

Kilkenny,not  inhabited, 

Lancafter, 

Landaff,   

Lebanon,     ..... 

Lincoln,      ,.,..( 


163 

118 

266 

I 

4 

55^ 

182 

14a 

297 

4 

79 

87 

132 

298 

55 

57 

^35 

I 

248 

117 

136 

^39 

I 

493 

84 

62 

134 

I 

281 

34 

45 

62 

141 

"3 

79 

202 

I 

395 

^37 

123 

22J 

483 

^7 

13 

28 

5« 

9 

5 

ja 

26 

94 

104 

175 

373 

10 

6 

13 

29 

91 

75 

H7 

313 

21 

20 

47 

88 

3 

4 

7 

14 

34 

»5 

52 

III 

48 

45 

82 

175 

188 

J73 

361 

2 

,7H 

22 

18 

3? 

72 

99 

110 

194 

403 

476 

298 

596 

8 

2 

1380 

45 

45 

7^ 

161 

75 

80 

^37- 

292 

375 

282 

5^5 

«  1 

1 180 

8 

5 

9 

! 

22 
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GRAFTON  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


o    ^ 
fa    ^ 


I- 

fa      M 


Littleton, 

Lyman, 

Lyme, 

Milfield,  not  inhabited, 
Nevv-Cbefter,  .  .  . 
New-Holdernefs,  .  . 
Northumberland,    .    , 

Orange, 

Orford, 

Peeling,  not  inhabited, 

Percy,      

Piermont, 


Rumney, 

Shelburne, 

Stratford, 

Succefs,  not  inhabited, 

Thornton, 

Trecothick,  not  inhab 

Warren,       

Went  worth,    .    .    .    . 
fHales's,   .    .    .    . 

Dames's,      .    .    . 

Hart's,     .    .    .    i 
c  -^  Senter*s    .    .    .    . 

Stark's,    ,    .    .    . 

Sterling's,   .    .    . 

Wales's,      .    .    . 


28 

57 
231 

70 
96 

34 

3^ 
140 

14 
103 

97 
12 

44 
96 

56 
3 
4 
3 

5 
8 

3 

I 


26 

42 

' 

39 

106 

189 

392 

4 

103 

139 

73 

160 

^7 

56 

37 

61 

1 

125 

272 

3 

II 

113 
^13 

38 
98 

64 

73 
2 
8 
4 

5 
2 


3768  I    3315 


23 
206 

201 

18 

64 

191 

86 
112 
4 
9 
5 
3 

16 

4 
2 


1    3 


6340  i  28 


21 


1347^ 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 


Rockingham  County, 
Strafford  do.  .  .  .  ■ 
Cheftiire  do.  ...  , 
Hilhborough  do.  .  . 
Grafton  do.     ... 


11148 
6011 
7004 
815s 
37^8 

36086 


9654 

5913 
7680 

8389 

331$ 

34851 


21976 
11591 

14103 
16150 

6340 

70160 


293 

69 

177 
21 


98 

^3 
16 

28 


43169 
23601 
28872 
32871 
1347^ 
141985 


Oz 


166  G-ENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

If  this  number  is  compared  with  the  number  in  1775,  2nd  th<J 

difference  divided  by  the  number  of  intervening  years,  without  any 

reference  to  the  lofs  fuHained  by  the  war,  the  average  of  increafe' 

will  be  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eight-five  per  annum  for  the 

laft  fifteen  years. 

This  rapid  increafe  of  population  is  partly  natural  and  partly  ad-* 
ventitioiK.  The  diflin£tion  between  thefe  two  caufes  is  evident ; 
but  to  afcertain  the  precife  limits  of  their  refpeftive  operations  is 
jitipra£licable,  without  a  more  minute  furvey  than  has  ever  yet  been 
taken.  Large  emigrations  have  been  made  lince  the  peace  of  1 763  from 
the  neighbouring  States,  into  the  nev/  tovv'nfliips  of  New-Hampfliire* 
Thofe  from  the  old  towns  to  the  new  have  been  alfo  very  conlidera-' 
ble  ;  and  though  at  firfl  view  thefe  latter  may  not  feem  to  have  aug- 
mented the  number  of  the  people  j  yet,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention 
of  the  fubjeft,  it  will  be  found,  that  even  in  them  there  is  a  pro- 
dudive  caufe  of  increafe.  Where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  means  of 
fubfiflence  may  be  acquired  in  fuch  plenty,  and  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  a^- 
is  evidently  the  cafe  in  the  new  plantations,  encouragement  is  given 
to  early  marriage.  A  young  man  who  has  cleared  a  piece  of  land, 
and  built  a  hut  for  his  prefent  accommodation,  foon  begins  to  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  that  old  adage,  //  Is  not  good  for  man  to  he  alone. 
Having  a  profpedl  of  increafing  his  fubllance  by  labour,  which  he 
knows  himfelf  able  to  perform,  he  attaches  himfelf  to  a  female 
earlier  than  prudence  would  diftate  if  he  had  not  fuch  a  profpedt. 
Nor  are  the  young  females  of  the  country  averfe  to  a  fettlement  in 
the  new  plantations,  where,  after  the  fecond  year's  labour,  by  which 
the  land  is  brought  into  pallure,  there  is  a  neceffity  for  beginning 
the  work  of  a  dairy,  an  employment  which  always  falls  to  their 
lot,  and  is  an  object  of  their  ambition  as  well  as  interefl. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  GENIUS,  &c, 

,  The  principal  denominations  of  Chriilians  in  this  Stat€  are  Con-' 
gregationalifls,  BaptiUs,  Prefbyterians,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers  -,  of 
thefe  the  Congregatiopialills  are  the  moil  numerous,  as  they  are  in 
mofl  of  the  New-England  States  ;  there  is,  likewife,  a  fmall  fociety 
of  Sandemonians  and  another  of  Univeifalifls  in  Portfrtiouth,  but  of 
no  great  extent. 

In  the  character  of  the  people  of  this  State,  like  th€  inhabitant* 
of  Vermont,  there  are  various  fliades ;  the  revolution,  which  called 
the  democratic  power  into  action,  has  reprefled  the  arifiocratic  fpirit. 
The  people  enjoy  more  equal  privileges,  and,  after  a  long  difTenfion, 
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*re  better  united.  Government  is  a  fdence^  and  requires  education 
and  information  as  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.  Indeed  there 
are  fome  who  have  flruggled  through  all  the  difadvantages  arifing 
from  the  want  of  early  education,'  and,  by  force  of  native  genius 
and  induftry,  have  acquired  thofe  qualifications  which  have  enabled 
them  to  render  eminent  fervice  to  the  community ;  and  there  arc 
others  who  have  been  favoured  with  early  education,  and  have  im- 
proved their  opportunity  to  good  purpole  ;  notwithHanding  which,- 
the  deficiency  of  perfons  qualified  for  the  various  departments  in 
government  has  been  much  regretted,  and  by  none  more  than  by 
thofe  few,  who  know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be  conduiftedj 
this  deficiency  is  daily  decreafing ;  the  means  of  knowledge  are  ex- 
pending ;  prejudices  are  wearing  away,  and  the  political  charader  of 
the  people  is  manifellly  improving. 

But  hoivever  late  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire  may  be  in 
political  improvement,  yet  they  have  long  pofiefied  other  valuable 
qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  important  branch  of  the' 
American  union  ;  firmnefs,  patience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger, and  alertnefs  in  action,  are  to  be  numbered  among  their  native 
jind  efTential  chara6lcri{lics. 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelling,  hunting,  cutting  timber* 
making  roads,  and  other  employments  in  the  forell,  are  inured  to 
hardfliips.  They  frequently  lie  out  in  the  woods  fevcral  days  or 
weeks  together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  A  hut  compoied  of  poles 
»nd  bark  fufficcs  them  for  flielter,  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it  a  large 
fire  fecures  thehi  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Wrapt  in  a 
blanket  v^^ith  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  pafs  the  longefl  and  col  deft 
nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for  labour  the  fucceeding  day.  Their 
food,  when  thus  employed,  is  falted  pork  or  beef,  with  potatoes  and 
bread  of  Indian  corn,  and  their  bed  drink  is, water  mixed  with  gin- 
ger, though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diftilled  fpirits,  which,  how- 
ever, are  lefs  noxious  in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.  Thofe 
who .  begin  a  new  fcttlement  live,  at  firfl,  in  a  ftyle  not  lefs  fimple  ; 
theycrea  a  fquare  building  of  poles  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them 
faft  together;  the  crevices  are  plaiftered  with  clay,  or  the  fliffeft 
earth  which  can  be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  flraw ;  the  roof  is 
either  bark  or  fplit  boards ;  the  chimney  a  pile  of  flones,  withia 
which  a  fire  is  made  on  the  ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof 
fof  the  fmoke  to  pafs  out  j  another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of  th« 
)SiQ\\i'^  for  a  wind'jw,  which  is  cccalionaljy  clofed  with  a  wooSert 

iliutter. 
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fliutter.  In  winter  a  conftant  fire  is  kept  by  night  as  well  as  by  day, 
and  in  fummer  it  is  necelTary  to  have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account 
tjf  the  mufquetos  and  other  infefts  with  which  the  woods  abound. 
The  fame  diefence  is  ufed  for  the  cattle  ;  fmokes  of  leaves  and  brufli 
are  made  in  the  p^ftures  where  they  feed  by  day,  and  in  the  pens 
where  they  are  folded  by  night.  Ovens  are  built  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  houfes  of  the  bell  floftes  which  can  be  found,  cemented 
and  plaiflercd  with  clay  or  fliff  earths  Many  of  thefe  lirft  elFays  ia 
houfekeeping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  riew  plantations,  which  fervc 
to  lodge  whole  families,  till  their  induftry  can  furnifh  them  with 
materials  for  a  more  regular  and  comfortable  houfe,  and  till  their 
land  is  fo  well  cleared,  as  that  a  proper  fituation  for  it  can  be  chofen. 
By  thefe  methods  of  living  the  people  are  familiarifed  to  hardfhips  j 
their  children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard  lodging  ;  and 
to  be  without  (lioes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  is  fcarcely  accounted  a 
want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  which  accompanies  it, 
many  young  men  have  raifed  up  families,  and  in  a  few  years  have 
acquired  property  fufficient  to  render  themfelves  independent  free- 
holders; and  they  feel  all  the  pride  and  importance,  which  arifes  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  having  w'ell  earned  their  eftates. 
^  They  have  alfo  been  accuftorned  to  hear  their  parents  relate  the 
dangers  and  hardfliips,  the  fcenes  of  blood  and  defolation,  through 
which  they  and  their  anceflors  have  pafled;  and  they  have  an  ambi- 
tion to  emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  New-Hampfliire  may  therefore 
be  confidered  as  a  nurfery  of  flern  heroifm,  producing  men  of 
firmnefs  and  valour,  who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfhips,  and  face  an  enemy  without  terror.  Their  martial 
fpirit  needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it  into  a£tion  ;  and  when  pro-* 
perly  trained  to  regular  military  duty,  and  commanded  by  officers 
in  whom  they  can  place  confidence,  they  form  a  militia  fully  equal  to 
the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  arc  alfo  very  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  edge  tools,  and  in 
applying  mechanical  powers  to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  lieavy 
bodies.  In  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled  by  none* 
Mofl  of  their  labour  is  performed  by  the  help  of  oxen  ;  horfes  arc 
feldom  employed  in  the  team,^  but  are  ufed  chiefly  in  the  faddle,  or 
in  the  winter  feafon  in  fleighs.     . 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of  every  kind  being  fami* 
liar,  there  is  gvjeat  ei3^)\itagement  to  population,  A  good  hufband* 
man,  with  the  favings  of  a  few  years,  can  purchafe  new  land  enough 
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to  give  his  elder  fons  a  fettlement,  and  affift  them  in  clearing  a  lot 
and  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  foon  learn  to  fupport  them^ 
felves.  The  homeftead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents  when  age  or  infirmity  incapacitates  them  for 
labouc.  An  unmarried  man  of  thirty  years  years  old  is  rarely,  to  be 
found  in  the  country  towns.  The  women  are  grandn>others  at 
forty,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  breaft  at  the  fame  time ;  nor  for  a  father,  fon, 
and  grandfon,  to  be  at  work  together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  po- 
pulation and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of 
inhabitants  grows  up,  on  a  foil  which  labour  vies  with  nature  to  ren- 
der produftive. 

Thofe  perfons  who  attend  chiefly  to  hufbandry  are  the  mod; 
thriving  and  fubftantial ;  thofe  who  make  the  getting  of  lumber 
their  principal  bufinefs  generally  work  hard  for  little  profit ;  this  kind 
of  employment  interferes  too  much  with  hulbandry.  The  beft  fea- 
fon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when  the  rivers  are  high  ;  this  is 
alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in  the  faw- 
mill  at  that  time  mufl  buy  his  bread  and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for 
his  cattle,  with  his  lumber ;  and  he  generally  anticipates  the  profit 
of  his  labor,  hong  credit  is  a  difadvantage  to  him ;  and  the  too  free 
indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors,  to  which  this  clafs  of  people  are 
rnucli  addicted,  hurts  their  health,  their  morals,  and  their  interclt. 
They  are  always  in  debt,  and  frequently  at  law.  Their  familiei 
are  ill  provided  with  necefTaries,  and  their  children  are  without  edu- 
cation or  morals.  When  a  man  makes  hufbandry  his  principal  em-^ 
ployment,  and  attends  to  lumber  only  at  feafons  of  leifure,  and -can 
afford  to  keep  it  for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  fa6lor,  then  it  be- 
comes profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  generally  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  trader,  who  fupplies  him  with  necefTaries  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  ftate  of  dependance- 

Where  hufbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men,  domeftic  manu- 
fa6tures  are  carried  on  by  the  women ;  they  fpin  and  weave  their 
pwn  flax  and  wool,  and  their  families  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
own  making.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which 
^re  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the  manufadurc 
of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make  great  quantities  for  fale.  Thefe 
people  are  induflrious,  frugal,  and  hofpitable  ;  the  men  are  fanguinc 
and  robufl^  the  women  are  of  lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native 
white  and  red  complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  lofl  in  New-Haropfhire. 
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«*  The  town  is  i,nuch  indebted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and  confe-* 
quence."* 

The  people  of  New-Hampfliire,  in  general,  are  induflrious,  ^ni\ 
allow  themfelves  very  littlfc  time  for  diverfion  :  one  who  indulge* 
himfelf  in  idlenefs  and  play,  is  fligmatifed  according  to  his  demerit. 
At  militaiy  miifters,  at  judicial  courts,  at  the  raifing  of  houfes,  at 
the  launching  of  fhips,  and  at  the  ordination  of  miniflers,  which 
are  feafons  of  public  concourfe,  the  young  people  amufe  themfelves 
with  dancing.  In  fome  towns  they  have  a  pradice  at  Chriflmas  of 
fiiooting  geefe  for  wagers  j  and  on  many  other  occalions  the  diver^ 
fion  of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  excellent  effedt 
in  forming  young  men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arras.  The  time  of  ga- 
thering the  Indian  corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  fcllivity  ;  the  ears  are 
gathered  and  brought  home  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  company 
!0<f  neighbours  join  in  huflving  them,  and  conclude  their  labour  with 
a  fupper  and  a  dance.  In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  af- 
femblies  for  dancing ;  and  fometimes  theatrical  entertainments  have 
l&een  given  by  the  young  gentlemen  and  ladies.  In  Fortfmouth 
tliere  is  as  much  elegance  and  politenefs  of  manners  as  in  any  of  the 
capital  towns  of  New-England.  It  is  often  vifited  by  Grangers,  who 
always  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  reception. 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquo's  has  be^n,  and  is  now, 
one  of  the  greateil  faults  of  many  of  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire, 
cfpecially  in  the  neighbourbjod  of  the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bufinefs  of  getting  lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  people. 

In  travelling  up  the  countr)^  it  affords  pleafure  to  obferve  the 
various  articles  of  produce  and  manufafture,  coming  to  market ; 
but  in  travelling  down  the  country,  it  is  equally  difgullful  to  meet 
the  fam.e  teams  returning,  loaded  with  calks  of  rum,  along  with 
fifli,  fait  and  other  neceffary 'articles. 

Among  hufbandmen  cyder  is  their  principal  drink;  malt  liquor  is 
not  fo  common  as  its  wholefomenefs  deferves,  and  as  the  facility 
with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed  feems  to  require.  In 
fome  of  the  new  towns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpruce  twigs  boiled  in 
maple  fap.  But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons  more  robuft  and 
healthy,  than  thofe  whofe  only  or  principal  drink  is  the  fimpleele- 

^*  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  William  Monifon  of  Londonderry. 
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ment  with  which-  Nature  has  univerfally  and  bountifully  fupplied 
t,his  happy  land. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  war  the  partial  impofts  and 
impolitic  reftritilions  of  their  own  government,  prevented  foreig^n, 
yeflels  irom  loading  in  their  port,  and  a  want  of  capital  or  of.enter- 
prife  in  the  merchants  of  Pafcataqua  has  hitherto  kept  them  from 
exploring  the  new  fources  of  commerce,  which  are  opened  to  Ame- 
rica by  her  independence,  and  which  the  merchants  of  other  Ame- 
rican ports  are  feekmg  with  avidity.  Since  the  operation  of  the 
general  government,  an  equal  fyfl-em  of  impoil  has  been  introduced, 
and  trade  is  regulated  fo  as  to  ferve  the  general  inter.efl  of  the  Union. 
The  officer?  of  the  cuftoms  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  trade  and  navigation  is 
applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  falutary,  may  be  evident 
from  confidering  the  fituation  of  New-Hampfliire,  as  well  as  of 
fome  other  States  in  the  Union. 

New-Hampfhire  is  fcated  in  the  bofom  of  Maflachufetts,  with  a 
narrow  ftrip  of  fea  coaft,  and  one  only  port.     Her  inland  country  - 
extends  fo  widely  as  to  cover  a  great  part  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  render  a  commercial  connexion  with  thfem  abfolutely  neceffary. 
All  the  towns- which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern;,  and  many  of  thole 
on  the  weftern  borders  of  New-Hampfliire,  find  it  more  co.nvenient 
to  carry  their  produce  to  market,  either  at  Nevvbury-port,  S.alcm, 
Bofton  or  Hartford.     The  towns  on  Saco  and  the  no'rthern  parts  of 
Connefticut  river  will  neceflarily  communicate  with  the  ports,  in  , 
the  eaflern  divifion  of  Maflachufetts.     The  lumber  Vv-hich  is  cut  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  Merrimack  is  rafted  down  that  river,  and  is 
exported  from  Newbury-port^  whilft  that  which  is  cut  on  Connedi- 
cut  river  is  carried  dpwn  to  Hartford.     The  greater  part  of  Ncw- 
Hampfliire"  is  by  nature  eut  off  from  any  commercial  intercourfc 
with  the  only  port  in   the  State.     Lumber  being  a  bu^ky  article, 
muft  be  tranfported  to  the  moll  convenient  landing.     Waggons,  or 
fleighs,  carrying  pot  or  pearl  aflies^  pork,  beef^  butter,  cheefe,  flax, 
and^ other  lefs  bulky  commodities,  and  droves  of  cattle, .  flieep  and 
fvvine,  will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  vender  can 
find  the  moll  advantageous  market. 
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too  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

For  thefe  reafons  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the  government  of 
New-Hampfhire,  either  before  or  fince  the  revolution,  to  reap  the 
proper  advantage,  or  even  afcertain  the  value  of  its  own  produdions, 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  number  and  value  of  ar- 
ticles of  commerce  produced  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  exported  fron^ 
the  various  ports  of  Maflachufetts  and  Conne<5licut,  is  impra£ticar 
bk.  To  confine  the  detail  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone,  gives 
but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole  State ;  befides, 
a  part  of  what  is  exported  thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Yorlc,  which  belongs  to  Maflachufetts.  Such  accounts, 
however,  as  have  been  obtained  froni  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  front 
the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  here  exhibited,  and  alfo  the  cur- 
rent prices  of  the  mofl  material  articles,  as  they  ftood  at  the  time, 
together  with  tables  of  the  value  of  gold  and  filver,  according  tq 
the  cuiTency  of  this  State. 
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Exports  from  the  port  of  pascataqua, 

from  OHoher  i,  1789,  to  OBoher  i,  1791. 


ARTICLES  EXPORTED 

to  Europe. 

• 

W.  Ind. 

N.Sco. 

Africa. 

Total. 

looa  feet  of  pine  boards   . 

6247 

11,622 

96 

69 

18,034 

Do.  feet  of  oak  plank 

378 

26 

404 

Ditto  ftaves  and  heading  » 

13^7 

1608 

44 

2969 

Do,  clapboards         ♦         . 

t 

19 

21 

Do.  (hingles 

2689 

2689 

Do.  hoops           .               ♦ 

79l 

7 

86i 

I^eet  of  oar  rafters 

47,000 

950 

47>9So^ 

Tons  of  pine  timber 

88| 

86 

mi 

Do.  oak  timber 

2CI 

20 

271 

Frames  of  houfes 

J 

12 

12 

Pine  mafts           .               4 

41 

4 

^5 

Spruce  fpars         .             » 

13 

•  72 

85 

Shook  hogflieads 

2079 

2079 

Waggons 

z 

2 

Pairs  of  cart  wheels 

14 

H 

Sets  of  yokes  and  bows     -, 

28 

28 

Boats             .          .          ♦ 

30 

30 

Handfpikes 

80 

80 

Quintals  of  dry  fiQi 

250 

46,207 

26,457 

Barrels  of  pickled  fi(h 

501 

501 

Do.  whale  oil          ,          ♦ 

120 

120 

Do.  tar          .           k 

1613 

60 

1673 

Cafks  of  flax  feed 

1798 

1798 

Barrels  of  beef        * 

277s 

2 

^777 

Do.  pork 

9 

1 

10 

Do.  rice 

2 

2 

Bufliels  of  Indian  corn      « 

39^: 

2000 

2391 

Oxen  and  Cows        ,          • 

577 

33 

010 

Horfes 

207 

2 

209 

Sheep             i          ♦ 

261 

229 

490 

Gallons  of  N.  Eng,  rum    • 

150 

1449 

1599 

Do.  Madeira  wine            , 

845 

845 

Thoufaftds  of  bricks 

129 

129 

Tons  of  pot  alh      .         ♦ 

88i 

a 

Do.  pearl  a(h 

30I 

Boxes  of  candles 

28 

28 

Total  value  of 


i7ttlT^^^'°^}^96,839^^^^^^ 
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GENERAL    BESCRIPTl6l^ 


IMPORTS    INTO    THE    PORT   OF    PASCATAQUA, 

OSloher  i,  1789,  loOBohcr  i,  1791. 


'   ARTICLES  IMPORTED 

,      from 
Europe. 

W.  ladies. 

Nova  Scotia 

Total. 

Gallons  of  rum 

138,911 

138,911 

i)o,^gin          .           -K^-  . 

22-1 

22i 

Dp.  mplaiTes         ,  .  i   '  . . 

: 

2170,785 

■  270,785 

Do.,  wine  from  Madeira    . 

4721 

Do.  porter 

457 

4S7 

lbs.  of  linrefined  fugar  ,     . 

546,648 

546,648 

D^o.  loaf  fugar 

' 

77 

77 

Do.  coffee      .  j       .  j    .     ,■ 
Do.  cotton        !    .       '^    . 

68,633 

68,633 

17064 

17*564 

,Do.  cocoa 

27,944 

#7,944 

po.  cheefe 

1056 

ioi;6 

bo.  tea 

2696 

86 

2782 

Do.  twine      .          .      ■    . 

2204 

2204 

po.  nails 

16,890 

16,890 

Hundreds  of  cordage 

17,107 

17,107 

Do.  hemp 

94,000 

94,000 

Bulliels  of  fait 

(part) 

(part) 

•98,336 

Do.  fea  coal              .          . 

3^31 

3^3^ 

lbs.  of  fleel  un  wrought 

16,527 

16,527 

po.  bar  and  flieet  lead 

433^ 

4336 

Gxindilones             . 

fc7  fciv  not 

nfcertaincd)  '                         1 

N.B.*^  What  comes  coaft  ways  from  any  of  the  United  States 
•cannot  be  afcertained,  as  no  regular  entries  are  made  where  only  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  is  on  board,  except  accompanied  with 
mQre  than  two  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.  The  value 
of 'imported  articles  is  generally  governed  by  the  Bofton  market." 
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ENTRIES  AND  CLEARANCES,    from  O<^ohr  i,  1789,    to 


Odloher 


1 791, 


5 

1 

0 

2 

ENTRIES  FROM 

-T3         c 

11 

1   ^ 

> 

0 

0 

c  0 

*-3 

[4J 

11 

CD    eq 

CO     to 

H 

732 

t^ 

aq 

H  2  ■ 

73^ 

France 

I    3 

4 

Fiench  Weft-Indies 

12:42 

13    5 

72 

9402 

264 

9666 

St.  Peter's  and  Miquelon 

j 

5 

5 

192 

34 

226 

England 

12  15 

27 

4II9 

570 

4689 

Scotland 

4 

■  4 

464 

464 

Ireland 

^    4 

5 

859 

85.9 

Britifti  Weft-Indies 

6!  2 

I    I 

10 

ioo5 

2005 

Nova  Scotia 

I 

14 

15 

856 

856 

Portugal 

I 

I 

293 

^93 

Portiiguefe  Iflands 

I    I 

I 

3 

341 

341 

Holland  &  Plantations     . 

^5 

9    I 

25 

2996 

2996 

Denmark  &  Iliands 

1    I 

2 

^55 

^SS 

Africa 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fifliery 
Total 

1^  i" 
3487 

^0  10 
^4  18 

50 

1 
223 

ii66 
20719 

298 

ii66 

34.'?i 

24448 

g 

1 

£ 

£ 

0 

-3 

c/> 

s 

> 

<ii 

CLEARANCES  TO 

^ 

■  c 

1 

.0 

.S  8) 

"'3 

'3 

1 

■^  % 

S- 

.^ 

0 

§-   "^ 

G   2 
c  0 

c 

3 

3S 

15 

m 

en      5 

^    g 

4^ 

M- 

1 

0   c 
H  S 

France 

French  Weft-Indies 

^7 

70 

39  ^ 

0136 

16616 

264 

16880 

St.  Peter's  &  Miquelon 

8 

1      9 

-428 

34 

"462 

England 

16 

25 

I 

42 

6725 

44 

I 

7^66 

Scoxland         • 

4 

4 

6x6 

616 

Ireland 

1 

3 

4 

666 

666 

Britifti  Weft-Indies 

8 

3 

4 

I    16 

313^ 

% 

3^34 

Nova  Scotia 

12 

12 

50i 

I 

502 

Portugal 

Portuguefe  Iftands  . 

I 

I 

162 

162 

Holland  &  Plantations 

2 

2 

^33 

^33 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

x^frica 

I 

I 

no 

no 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fiftiery 

401 

0    50 

■I  166 

1 166 

Total        . 

i 

107 

lO^'l 

2277 

26£;6o 

298 

407 

7  i62i3i097| 
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PRICES  CURRENT  AT  PASCATAQIJA,  A.D.  1791. 


PINE  MASTS,  hewD. 

SPRUCE  and  PINE  YAJaDS,  hewn  P-INE  BOWSPRITS, 

irt  8  fquare.                              hewn  in  8  fquare. 

Inches,                  Price. 

Inches.                      Price. 

Inches.            Price. 

3^          ;f-i47 

'H           £'3\ 

38            £M 

35               1^7 

43                27 

3J         ^0 

34                9^ 

2Z                   ^3 

36         48 

33                75 

W 

21                        20 

35                44 

32                60 

1^ 

20                        16 

34                4a 

3^                47 

P-t 

19                        22 

33                3^ 

30                3« 

18                          9-10 

3^                31 

29                30 

17                  8 

31                 27 

28                25 

_i6                  6 

30                 2i 

27                20 

"i;    '              1-10 

29                 16 

26                 17 

14                  I-  8 

28                   9 

25                H 

MX 
U 

13                  1-6 

27                   7 

24                12 

g^ 

12                  1-  4 

26                 6 

23                10 

22                         Q 

a, 

II                   1-  2 

^5 

CO 

10                  I- 

^W2//  /3t//  helonxj 

4.                  8 

l    9                   .18 

at  3fpcr  i7ich» 

20                 6 

rt»^  ^//  ^f /<7W  20  at 

hf  per  inch. 

LUMBER* 

TiMBE 

R. 

N.  B.  The  price  of  thefe  articles 

Oak  from  1 5  to  50 

feet  in  length 

is  frequently  varying. 

and    from    10 

to    20  inches 

Oak  plank,  per  ton        .       £,% 

fquare,  each  40  c 

ubic  feet 

Sundry  Lumber. 

r  white 

2Q,f  to  24/" 

Oak^  red 

12/ 

Clapboardsj  per  thoufand        48/ 

[black 

i6/toi8y'^ 

Shingles,  ditto            .              10/ 

Maple            * 

%of 

Hoops,  ditto            '  i             ;f  .4 

Beech 

16/ 

White  oak  pipe  flavcs,  per 

Black  birch 

16/to  18/ 

thoufand              .              £'3^ 

White  pine          * 

12/ to  13/ 

Ditto  hogfhead,  ditto            £*  4- 

Oak  fliip  timber  me 

ifured  1  if  per 
I            J  inch* 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto                  £.  2 

at  end  of  the  arir 

Red  oak  hogfhead,  ditto        £>  2 

Afll  timber,  per  cor 

d          .       ^4/" 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto            /.i  10/ 

Lath  wood,  per  cor 

d          .        24/ 

Anchor-ftocks  per  inch  at 

diameter  of  the  nut                 if 

Boards,  Plank 

:W  Joist, 

Handfpikes  in  the  rough            1/ 

Each  fuperficial  fqi 

jare  foot,  one 

cu     1  uu^     r  white  oak            6/ 
Shook  hhds.j^^^^i^,^              3/ 

inch  in  thicknel 

fSj  is  called  a 

foot 

Spruce  fpars,  per  inch               4^ 

Pine,  per  1000  feet 

3^ 

/t0  42/ 

Oar  rafters,  per  looo  feet    £>  4 

Hemlock  generally  2/  kfs 
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PRICES  CURRENT   CONTINUED, 


lit 


Sundry  Articles* 


c-n  f  Merch. 

rilli,  per       ^ 

•  \\      <  Jamaica 

Pork,  per  barrel 
Beei^,  ditto 
Corn,  per  bufliel 
Rye,  ditto  • 

Barley,  ditto 
Flax  feed,  ditto 
Oxen,  each 


'/ 


i8 
13  to  14/ 

10/ 
12/ 

^/ 
3/ 

3/to  4/ 
^4  10/ 


£-3 


Cows  .  ;^«2  8/ 

Horfes  .  £.6  to  30 

Sheep  .  6/"to  gj 

Bricks,  per  thoufand  aoy 

Cyder,  per  barrel  .  ^j 

Seamen's  wages,  per  month 

7  dollars 
Chartering  of  veflels  per  ton, 
per  month  i  dollar 


Table  of  the  Value  of  Silver  in  the  Currency  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  from  1709  to  1750. 


Silver  per  oz. 


vears.         value. 


1700 
1704 
1705 
171O 
1711 
1712 

i7?3 

1716 

1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 

I72l| 

1722  I 

1723  I 
1 724 1 

1726 

1727 


s.   d, 
JO  o 

7 
10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 
II 
12 

12 
12 

13 

H 
14 
14 
i^ 
16 
]6 
16 

16 
16 


Silver  per  oz. 


Silver  per  oz. 


years 


vahie. 


years.         value. 


733' 


1734" 


739- 


1740 


1 741 


1742 


1743 


17^ 


Silver  per  oz. 


years. 


value. 


1747 


1748^ 


1749- 


^l^ 
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VALUE  OF  DOLLARS,  from  1750  to  1776. 


years. 

value. 

years. 

value. 

years.          value. 

S.   ^.' 

.  J.  ^. 

s,   J. 

1751 

51  6 

1 

100   0 

120  0 

1752 

55  0 

1757-^ 

to 

I76I 

td 

^7  53 

57  0 

^  no  0 

I762J 

130  0 

17C4 

■  60  0 

1758 

120    0 

■  1763 

*& 

^755, 

70  0 

1759 

lao  0 

L 140  0 

80  0 

1760 

120   0    . 

1764     120  0 

1756- 

90  0 

100  0 

1765' 

to    ^     6  0 

I776J 

SCALE  OF  DEPRECL^TION  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
during  the  War, 


ycnrs. 


equal  to.      years.      mon.       equal  to,  . 


years.      raon.       equal  to. 


777<! 


f  Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
Apni 
M^y 
June 
July 
Auguft 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


I  GO 
104 
106 
I  10 
114 
120 
125 
150 

^75 
^75 
300 
310 


77S^ 


Jnn. 

C!2^ 

Feb. 

3^0 

March 

37  5 

April 

400 

May 

400 

June 

400 

July 

425 

Aiignfl 

450 

Sepr. 

47  5 

oa. 

t;oo 

Nov, 

545 

Dec.     : 

634 

'779< 


1780 


rjan. 

Feb. 

Marcii 
I  April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

Sept. 

oa, 

Nov. 
.Dec. 

fTan. 
I  teb. 

March 

April 

xMay 
J  June 
1  [uly 
'  Aug. 

^ept. 

06t. 

Nov. 

Dfc. 


742 
868 
1 000 
1 1C4 
1211; 
Z342 

1477 
1,630 
1800 
2030 
2308 

2393 

2934 
3322 

373^ 
4000 
4800 
5700 
6000 
6300 
6500 
6700 
7000 
7300 


1781 


^|an. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June 


7500 
7500 
-  75:00 
7500 
7500 

I2,O0O 


Value  to  the  pre- 
fent  time. 

dol.  value. 

1781V 

to     I    I  6/ 

r/94j 


In  American  national 
currency,  one  dol- 
lar ^is  equal  to  100 
cents. 
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Table  of  the  Weight  and  Value  of  Gold  and  Silver  as  eftabliflied 
by  Law  in  1785. 


COINS. 


S°r}crow„ 

Spanifli  Dollar 
Bnglifh  Guinea 
French  ditto 
Johannes 
Half  ditto 
Moidore 
Doubloon 
Piftole       . 


Weight. 
dwt.gr. 

Value. 

£.  s.  d. 

,. 

Q    6  8 

060 

S    6 

r     8  Q 

5    6 
18    0 

I     7  4 
4  16  0 

9    0 

z     8  0 

6  18 

I  16  0 

16  12 

480 

4    3 

I     2  0 

Gold,  per  ounce 
Silver,  per  ounce 


Cop- 
per. 


£.sJ, 
S  6  8 
068 

001 


Statement  of  the  Fishery  at  Pafcataqua  and  its  neighbourhood. 


Schooners 
Boats 
Tonnage 
Seamen 


oj 


20  I  employed  In  the  Cod  and 
630  [      Scale  Fifhery  annually.  ^ 
450. 


Product  of  the  Fishery  in  the  year  i79i.t 

r  Merchantable  fifti  5»  1 7° 

Quintals  made  ■!  Jamaica  ditto  »  ?4>*'^7 

[^  Scale  ditto  *  6,463 


Total        25,850 


Eftimate  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampiliire  in  i79i.§ 


In  foreign  trade 
Coalling  ditto 
Fifliery 


500 
250 


*  The  fchooners,  boats,  and  feamen,  belonging  to  the  Jfles  of  Shoals  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  eftimation. 

•j-  The  fifh  made  at  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  are  included  in  this  ftatement.  The  fuccefs 
of  the  fifhery  in  this  feafon  hqs  been  uncommonly  good. 

§  Some  of  the  feamen  who  in  fummer  are  employed  in  the  filhcjy,  are  in  the  winter 
employed  in  the  coafting  bufinefs,  or  in  foreign  voyages. 

VoL.n.  CL  The 
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The  ftaple  commodities  of  New-Hampdiire  may  be  reduced  to 
the  following  articles,  viz.  fliips,  lumber,  proviflons,  fifli,  horfes,  pot 
and  pearl  allies,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to  the  river  Pafcataqiia, 
aa.d  its  branches.  They  are  generally  fet  up  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  fometimes  vefTels  of  an  hundred  tons  and  upwards  have 
been  built  at  the  diftance  of  one  or  two  miles  from  the  water,  and 
drawn  on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber  on  the  fnow  by  teams  of  two 
hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the  ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  tlic 
fpring.  They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
miles,  then  taken  to  pieces  an^  conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to 
the  fea.  Fifliing  fchooners  ai>d  whale  boats  are  often  built  at  the 
diftarjce  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  water. 

There  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of  confl:ru(!^ling  good  fliips 
than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hampfliire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a  fliip 
ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  materials,  the  nature 
and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  confl:ant  attention  of  the  perfon 
whofe  intereil  it  is  that  the  fliip  fliould  be  good. 

The  number  of  fliips  built  in  the  river  in  1790,  was  eight;  in 
1791,  twenty.  The  price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the  carpenter's  work,  and  lefs  than  one 
third  more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  fliips  and  other  yefl'els  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Pafcataqua  in  1791  was  eighty-three,  of  thefe  there  were  of  above 
one  hundred  tons,  thirty-three,  and  under  one  hundred  tons,  fifty. 

The  white  pine  of  the  foreft  is  the  ftiong6ft  and  moft  durable  tim- 
ber which  America  affords  for  mafts.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Euro- 
peanj5,  that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of  America  in  ftrength. 
This  is  acknowledged  to  be  true  whilfi:  the  Norway  wood  retains  its 
natural  juices ;  but  thefe  being  foon  exhaufted  by  the  heat  and  dry- 
nefs  of  the  air,  leave  the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences 
much  fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  America.  The  Norway  pine 
begins  to  decay  in  five  or  fix  years;  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  maft-head  from  moiflure,  will  lafl:  unimpaired  for 
twenty  years. 

When  proper  perfons  are  employed,  and  fufficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fuitable  materials,  the  forefls  of  America  can  fupply  any  de- 
ii;ands  which  may  be  made  of  timber,  either  for  building,  for  naval 
flores  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared  in  an  injudicious, 
hafly,  or  fraudulent  manner,  may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  Ameri- 
can 
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fekh  timbei*  iti  foreign  nrtarlcets,  and  prejudice  whole  nations  againll 
it. 

Contrafts  for  tiniber  fliduld  always  be  made  fo  as  to  give  time  to 
look  for  the  requifite  flicks,  arid  cut  them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the 
year.  If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die  ftanding,  the  timber 
would  be  miich  fuperior  to  any  which  is  cut  whilll  alive.  Trees  cut 
in  the  fap  fliould  be  flripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as  polfible,  or  they 
will  be  damaged  by  the  worm  ,-  but  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  beflowed  on  them,  many  trees  which  are  intended  for 
mafls,  on  the  ftrift  examination  which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  fometimes  the  labour  of  a  whole  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  get  the  fmaller  fpecies 
of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  do  not  interfere  with  hufban- 
dry,  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the  lumber  bufinefs,  both 
in  point  of  gain,  contentment,  and  morals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  fa6t  and  experiment.  During 
the  late  war  the  trade  in  lumber  was  fufpended,  and  the  people  were 
obliged  to  attend  to  hulbandry  ;  they  were  then  able  to  export  large 
quantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral  years  before  the  war,  it  was 
imported  for  neceflTary  confumption. 

The  following  ftatement,  obtained  from  the  naval-office,  will  place 
this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 


Corn  imported  into  the 
river  Pafcataqua. 

Corn  exported  from  the 
river  Pafcataqua. 

Bujheh. 

In    1765  6498 

—  1769  4097 

—  1770  —  16587 

—  177^  —     4096 

4)31278 
p.  ann.     J       /°  9a 

Bujheh. 

In   1776  2510 

—  1777  191; 

—  1778  ■ 5306 

—  1779  ■ 3097 

—  1780  ■ 6711 

—  1781  —  5587 

6)25126 
Average  per  anti.        4187!         [ 

To  the  above  account  of  exports,  the  following  note  Is  added  by  a 
ftaval  officer :  "  It  is  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been  fmuggled* 

'-  The  fmuggled  corn  during  the  ^Sx  went  chiefly  to  ^ova-Scotia ,  the  country 
v,hich,  by  l,orci  Sheffield's  calculation,  was  tofupply  the  Weft  Indies  vrithprovifions! 

Q^%  <ru6 
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©ut  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for.'*  It  muft  alfo  be  remeift-t 
ijered,  that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftern 
countries  of  Maflachufetts.  If  thefe  be  added  to  the  lift  of  exports, 
the  average  will  come  very  little  fhort  of  the  average  of  corn  im- 
ported before  the  war ;  and  thus  it  is  dcmonftrable  that  even  thofe 
towns  adjoining  the  river,  in  which  lumbering  was  formerly  the 
chief  employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was  imported,  are  fully 
capable  of  railing,  not  only  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  for  their  owa 
fupport,  but,  a  furplus  for  exportation  equal  to  what  they  formerly 
imported,  and  paid  for  in  the  hard,  dangerous,  and  unprofitable  la- 
bour which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber  induced  many 
people  to  refume  their  old  employments;  but  there  has  been  lb 
much  fluctuation  in  the  demand  for  that  article  of  late,  that  no  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  others, 
hufbandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A  careful  infpe<5tion  of 
provifions  falted  for  exportation  would  tend  to  eftablifli  the  charader 
of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  encourage  the  labours  of  the 
hulbandnian. 

The  cod  fifhery  is  earned  on  eitlier  by  boats  orfchooners.  The 
boats,  in  the  winter  i'ealbn,  go  out  in  the  morning  and  return  at 
night;  in  the  fp ring  and  fummer,  they  do  not  return  till  they  ars 
filled.  The  fchooners  make  three  trips  to  the  Banks  in  a  feafon.  The 
iirft,  or  fpring  fare,  produces  large  thick  fifh,  which,  after  being 
properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground, 
till  it  becomes  fo  mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifli.  This 
iifli,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten,  generally  on  Saturdays,  at  the 
bell  tables  in  New-England. 

The  fifli  of  the  fummer  and  fall  fares  is  divided  into  two  forts, 
the  one  called  merchantable,  and  the  other  Jamaica  filli.  Thefe  forts 
»re  white,  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifli  is  the  fmallefl:, 
thinneft,  and  moft  broken.  The  forrher  is  exported  to  Europe,  the 
latter  to  the  Weft  India  Iflahds; 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifliery  is  chiefly  attended  to  arc  the  iflea 
of  Shoals,  Newcaftle,  Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  adjoin- 
ing the  river  arc  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it.  The  boats  employed 
in  this  fifliery  are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale-boats; 
they  are  rowed  either  with  two  or  four  oars,  and  fleered  with  another, 
and  being  equally  fliarp  at  each  end,  move  with  the  utmoft  celerity 
op^e  furface  of  the  ocean. 

Schooners 
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Schooners  are  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons,  and  carry  fix  or 
feven  men,  and  one  or  two  boys*  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals  of  fifli,  fplit,  falted,  and 
flowed  in  bulk.  At  their  arrival  the  fi(h  is  rinfcd  in  fait  water^ 
and  fpread  on  hurdles  compofed  of  brufh,  and  raifed  on  flakes  about 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground  j  thefe  are  called  flakes.  Here 
the  fifli  is  dried  in  clear  weathef ,  and  in  foul  weather  it  is  put  under 
eover.  It  ought  never  to  be  wet  from  the  time  that  it  is  firll  fpread 
till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table.  , 

Befides  the  flefliy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  preferved  in  calks 
and  boiled  down  to  oil,  which  is  ufed  by  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fmail  kegs,  and  make  a  luxurious, 
vifcid  food.  The  heads  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  moft  of  thofe  which 
are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  away ;  of  thofe  which  are  caught  nea^ 
home,  the  greater  part  become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  fifliery  has  not  of  late  years  been  profecuted  with  the  fame 
fpirit  as  formerly  :  fifty  or  fixty  years  ago  the  fliores  of  the  rivers, 
creeks,  and  iflands  were  covered  with  fifli-flakes ;  and  feven  or  eight 
fliips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal,  befides  what  was 
carried  to  the  Wefl:  Indies ;  afterwards  they  found  it  more  convenient 
to  make  the  fifli  at  Canfeau,  which  is  nearer  to  the  Btinks ;  it  was 
continued  there  to  great  advantage  till  i744>  when  it  was  broken  up 
by  the  French  war.  After  the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  great 
a  degree  as  before.  Fifh  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer  on 
the  eaflern  fliores  and  iflands,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fall  at  home, 
Previoufly  to  the  late  revolution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to 
Europe  was  made  by  the  fiflieries ;  but  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  fliock  which  it  received  by  the  war  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  pov.'er  of  the  Americans  to  make  more  ad- 
vantage of  the  cod  fifliery  than  any  of  the  European  nations:  they 
can  fit  out  veflels  at  lefs  expence,  and  by  reafon  of  the  wefterly  winds, 
which  prevail  on  their  coafls  in  February  and  March,  they  can  go 
to  the  Banks  earlier  in  the  feafon  than  the  Europeans,  and  take  the 
beft  fifli ;  they  can  dry  it  in  a  clearer  air  than  the  foggy  fliores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia ;  they  can  fupply.  every  neceflTary 
from  among  themfelves,  vclTels,  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines, 
hooks,  and  provifions ;  fait  can  be  imported  from  abroad  cheaper  than 
they  can  make  it  at  home,  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties ; 
men  can  always  be  had  to  go  on  fliares,  which  is  by  far  the  mofl: 
pjiofuable  method  both  to  the  employers  and  the  fifliermen.     The 

fifliing^ 
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fifliing  banks  are  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  ;  and  the  filliing 
oulinefs  is  a  moft  excellent  nurfeiy  for  feamen  ;  it  therefore  deferves 
every  encouragement  and  indulgence  from  an  enlightened  national 
legiflature. 

The  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  afhes  affords  a  valuable  article 
of  exportation.  In  the  new  townfhips,  where  vaft  quantities  of 
wood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the  afhes  are  coUcfted  and  boiled,  and 
the  falts  are  conveyed  to  certain  places,  where  works  are  ere6ted,  and 
the  manufadure  is  perfected.  This,  like  many  other  of  their  articles 
of  exportation,  has  fuifered  much  in  its  reputation,  from  an  injudi- 
cious or  fraudulent  furvey.  It  is  a  leflbn  vv'hich  ought  to  be  deeply 
engraven  on  the  minds  of  legiflators  as  well  as  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  that  honefty  at  home  is  the  only  foundation  for  credit 
abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufacture  fail-cloth ;  and  the; 
proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  re- 
ceived lome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  legiflature  of  the  State.; 
Such  a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  Maflachufetts  would  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bulinefs,  and  encourage  the  ereCtion  of  other  works  of  the  fame 
kind* 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  both  in  forges  and  furnaces,  might  be' 
rendered  vaftly  more  profitable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  This  ncce^ 
fary  metal,  inftead  of  being  imported,  might  become  an  article  of  ex- 
portation. 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  quantities  j  fome  of  it  is  manufac- 
tured into  oil,  and  fome  is  exported. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  flioes  is  not  fo  extenfive  as  to 
produce  articles  of  exportation,  but  may  be  confidered  among  the 
domeftic  manufactures. 

In  moft  of  the  country  towns  confiderable  quantities  of  tow-cloth 
are  made,  fome  of  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern  States  to  clotke 
the  negroes  who  labour  on  the  plantations. 

The  manufacture  of  bricks  and  potter's  ware  may  be  extended  to 
any  degree,  feveral  fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  towns  at  the  heads  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Paf- 
cataqua,  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for  water  carriage* 
Bricks  might  be  carried  as  ballaft  in  every  veifel  which  goes  to  the 
ports  where  they  are  faleable.  In  this  article,  however,  as  well  as 
many  others,  a  regulation  is  needed  j  moft  of  the  bricks  which  are 
fiiade  are  deficient  in  fize,  and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  in 

making 
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niaking  them  is  not  fufficientl^  mellowed  by  i\iG  froft  of  winter,  or  by 
the  labour  of  the  artificer, 

BANK. 

By  3(9:  of  aflembly  of  January,  1792,  a  bank,  by  the  name  of 
*'  The  Bank  of  New-Hamplliire,"  was  eftabliflied,  to  continue  fifty 
years,  under  the  management  of  3  prefident  and  feven  direftors. — 
The  capital  (lock  is  fixty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  the  ftockholders 
have  liberty  to  increafe  it  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie, 
and  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  any  other  ilate.  This  inftitu- 
tion  will  prove  a  great  aid  to  the  commerce  and  manufa6tures  of  this 
State, 

EDUCATION  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  old  laws  of  New-Hampfhire  required  every  town  of  one 
hundred  families  to  keep  a  grammar  fchool ;  by  which  was  meant 
a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages  fliould  be  taught,  and  youth 
might  be  prepared  for  admifiion  to  a  univerfity.  The  fame  pre- 
ceptor was  obliged  to  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  unlefs 
the  town  was  of  fufficient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more  fchools,  one  of 
>vhich  was  called  a  grammar  fchool  by  way  of  diftindion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1722,  juft  at  the  beginning  of  an  Indian  war,  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  afiembly  for  a  fpecial  a6t  to  exempt  them  from  the 
obligation  to  maintain  a  grammar  fchool  during  the  war.  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this  condition,  "  that  they 
ihould  keep  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic ;"  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later  times  the  conduct 
of  the  fame  towns  has  been  very  different.  During  the  late  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  towns,  large  and  opulent 
and  far  removed  from  any  danger  by  the  enemy,  were  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  deftitute  of  any  public  fchools,  not  only  without 
applying  to  the  legiflature  for  permiffion,  but  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
requirements  of  law,  and  notvvithftanding  courts  of  juflice  were  fre- 
quently holden,  and  grand  jurors  folemnly  fworn  and  charged  to 
prefent  all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  in  particular. 
This  negligence  was  one  among  many  evidences  of  a  moft  unhappy 
proftration  of  morals  during  that  period ;  it  afforded  a  melancholy 
profpeit  to  the  friends  of  fcience  and  of  virtue,  and  excited  fome 

generous 
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generous  and  philanthropic  perfons  to  devife  other  methods  of  edu^ 
cation. 

Among  thefe  John  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diflinr 
giiifh  himfelf,  by  founding  aud  endowing  a  feminary  of  learning  m 
that  town  ;  which,  in  the  year  1781,  was  by  an  ad  of  affembly  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  «  Phillips's  Exeter  Academy."  It  is 
placed  under  the  infpe6lion  of  a  board  of  truftees,  and  is  governed  by 
a  preceptor  and  an  affiftant.  In  this  academy  are  taught  the  learned 
languages,  the  principles  of  geography,  agronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic,  befides  writing,  mufk,  compofition,  oratory,  and  virtue. 
The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitution  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds.  About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  is 
at  prefent  unprodudive,  but  the  aftual  income  amounts  to  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds  per  annum. 

Since  the  eftablifhment  of  this  academy  feveral  others  have  been 
ereded ;  one  of  which  is  at  New-Ipfwich ;  it  was  incorporated  in 
1789;  its  fund  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds  j  the  number  of  ftu- 
dents  is  generally  between  forty  and  fifty ;  thjS  price  of  tuition  is  one 
fliiliing  per  week,  and  of  boarding  five  ihillings. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkinfon,  founded  by  Nathaniel  Pea- 
body,  Efq.  and  incorporated  by  the  general  court  in  the  year  1 790, 
The  preceptor  has  been  chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody ;  and  he 
has  endowed  the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one  thoufand  acres  of 
land. 

Similar  inflitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherft,  at  Charleftowni, 
and  at  Concord  ;  which  though  at  prefent  in  a  Hate  of  infancy,  yet 
afford  a  pleafing  pVofpeft  of  the  increafe  of  literature  in  various  parts 
of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  .made,  which  enforces  the  maintenance  of 
fchools  by  a  peculiar  fandtion;  the  {eled:  men  of  the  feveral  towns 
are  liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diftrained  out  of  their  eflates,  which 
would  be  fufficient  to  fupport  a  fchool  during  the  whole  time  in  which 
they  negleft  to  make  that  provifion.  This  law  is  fo  recent  that  no 
judgment  can  as  yet  be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  fiiews,  however, 
that  the  legiflature  are  attentive  to  this  moft  important  branch  of 
their  duty,  the  education  of  the  rifing  generation. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrefs  of  fcience,  focial  libra- 
ries are  eflablifhed  in  feveral  towns  in  this  State ;  and  in  the  year 
1791a  medical  fociety  was  incorporated  by  an  ad  of  Alfembly.  The 
f  '  prefident 
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pi-efident  of  the  State  being  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  is  at  the  head 
of  this  fociety. 

By  .an  article  in  the  conftitution  of  the  State,  it  is  declared  to  be 
**  the  duty  of  legiflators  and  magiftrates  to  cherifh  the  interefl:  of 
literature  and  the  fciences,  and  all  feminaries  and  public  fchools; 
to  encourage  private  and  public  inftitutions,  rewards,  and  immuni- 
ties for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufactures,  and  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country;  to 
countenance  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general 
t^enevolence,  public  and  private  charity,  induflry  and  economy, 
honefty  and  punduahty,  fmcerity,  fobriety,  and  all  fecial  affedions 
and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people."  As  far  as  public  rulers 
conform  to  this  article,  they  promote,  in  the  raoft  effectual  manner, 
the  true  intereftand  profperity  of  their  country. 

The  eftablifliment  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the  weftern  border 
of  the  State,  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  fettiements,  and 
to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont.  During  the  late  war,  like  all 
other  feminaries  of  literature,  it  lay  under  difcouragement ;  but  fincc 
the  peace  it  is  in  a  more  flourifiiing  fituation. 

Its  landed  intereft  amounts  to  about  eighty  thoufand  acres,  of 
■which  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous,  and  are  capable  of  the  belt 
improvement.  Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  lituate  in  Vermont.  A 
trajTt  of  eight  miles  fquare  beyond  the  northern  line  of  Stuart  town 
was  granted  by  the  Aflembly  of  New-Hampfliire  in  1789,  and  in  the 
a6l  by  which  this  grant  was  made,  "  the  prefident  and  council  of 
the  State  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated  with  the  truftees  of  the 
college,  fo  far  as  to  a£l  with  them  ia -regard  to  the  expenditures 
and  application  of  this  grant,  and  of  all  others  which  have  been  or 
may  be  hereafter  made  by  New-Hampfiiire." 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifing  from  the  lands,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum.  By  contrads  already  made  it 
u'ill  amount  in  four  years  to  four  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  in  twelve 
years  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  The  income  arifing  from 
tuition  money  is  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  more. 

The  firfl  building  eredted  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudents 
was  a  few  years  finre  burned.  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the 
State  for  raifmg  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds,  which  has  been 
applied  to  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  much  more  convenient 
than  the  former  ;  it  was  conflruftcd  of  wood,  and  flands  in  an  eleva- 
ted fituation,  about  hsdf  a  mile  caftvvard  of  Conne<5ticut  river  in  the 
^  Vol.  II,  R  townfhip 
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townfliip  of  Hanover,  commanding  an  extenfive  and  pleafanf  prof- 
pe6t  to  the  weft.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fifty  feef 
wide,  and  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  contains  thirty-fix  chambers  -  for 
iludents.  The  number  of  fkudents  who  were  graduated  in  the  firfl 
nineteen  years,  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fifty -two,  among  whom 
were  two  Indians.  In  the  year  1790,  the  number  of  undergraduates 
ti'as  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  fi:udents  are  divided  into  four  clafles.  The  frefli  men  ftudy 
the  learned  languages,  the  rules  of  fpeaking  and  writing,  and  the 
elements  of  mathematics. 

The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geography,  logic  and 
mathematics. 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages,  enter  on  natural  and 
moral  philofOphy  and  compofition. 

The  fenior  clafs  compofe  in  Englifli  and  Latin  ;  ftudy  metaphy* 
fics,  the  elements  of  natural  and  political  law. 

The  principal  books  ufed  by  the  ftudents  arc  Lowth's  Engliih 
Grammar,  Perry's  Didionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Guthrie's  Geogra- 
phy, Ward's  Mathematics,  Atkinfon*s  Epitome,  Hammond's  Algebra, 
Martin's  and  Enfield's  Natural  Philofophy,  Fergufon's  Aftronomy, 
Locke's  Effay,  Montefquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Burlemaqui's  Na- 
tural and  Political  Law. 

Befides  thefe  ftudies,  ledures  are  read  to  the  fcholars  in  theology 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once  in  the  year,  and  thofe 
>who  are  not  found  qualified  for  their  {landing  are  put  into  a  lower 
clafs. 

The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the  fourth  Wednefday  in 
Augufl.  There  are  two  vacadons,  one  following  commencement 
and  continuing  fix  weeks  and  two  days ;  the  other  beginning  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  Febrliary,  and  continuing  five  weeks  and  five 
days.  ■    ' : 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  of  the  State  which  was  adopted  in  1784,  is  taken, 
almoft  verbatim,  from  that  of  Maflachufetts.  The  principal  dif- 
ferences, except  fuch  as  arife  from  local  circumftances,  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  the  fi:iles  of  the  conftituticns,  and  of  the  fupreme  magif- 
trates  in  each  State,  are  different.  In  one  it  is  "  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Mafllichufetts,"  in  the  other,  «' Prefidcnt  of  the 

State 


OF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  I23 

State  of  New-Hamplhire.'*    In  each  State,  the  fupreme  magiftratc 
has  the  title  of  "  His  Excellency." 

The  Prefident  of  New-Harnpfliire,  like  the  Governor  of  Maf« 
fachufetts,  has  not  the  power  of  negativing  all  bills  and  refolves  pf 
the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentntives,  and  of  preventing  their 
palling  into  laws,  unlefs  approved  of  by  two-thirds  of  the  membert 
prefent.  In  New-Hampfhire  *'  the  Piefident  of  State  prefides  in  tht 
fenate,"  in  Maflachufetts  the  fenate  choofe  their  own  Prefident. 

There  are  no  other  differences  worth  mentioning,  except  it  be  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  militia  officers,  in  whi^h  New^Hampfliire  ha* 
greatly  the  advantage  of  Maflachufetts. 

To  preferve  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
to  make  fuch  alterations  as  experience  rnight  point  out,  and  render 
neceflar}'-,  provifion  was  made,  that  at  the  end  of  feven  years  a  con- 
vention fliould  be  called  to  revife  the  form  of  government,  agreeably 
to  which,  in  1791,  a  convention  was  called,  who  fettled  the  confti* 
tytion  on  the  fame  general  plan  ;  for  vi\\kh,^/ir  MfiJ/achi^ftfu 
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,        STATE    OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

±Vi.AssACHUSETTS,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  parent  State! 
of  New-England,  is  lituated  between  41°  30'  and  43°  north  latitude, 
and  1°  30'  and  5°  40' longitude,  eaft  of  Philadelphia:  its  length  is 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fifty; 
it  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New- 
Hampfhire,  on  the  eall  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Atlantic,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Connedicut,  and  on  the  weft  by  New- 
York  ;  its  air  and  climate  the  fame  as  already  defcribed  in  the  gene- 
ral account  of  New-England.* 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  like  the  other  States  of  New-England,  is  hi^h  and 
billy :  Wackhurft  mountain,  in  Frince-Town,  is  at  its  top  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fea, 
and  the  town  itfelf  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet. 
The  whole  flate  is  well  watered  with  numerous  rivers  and  fprings ; 
many  of  the  former  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  ready  and  eafy  carriage  they  afford  far  thei^,' different  articles 
of  produce. 

Houfatonick  river  rifes  from  feveral  fources  in  the  vveflern  parts  of 
this  State,  and  flows  foutherly  through  Connedicut  into  Long  Ifland 
found.  Deerfield  river  falls  into  Connedicut  river,  from  the  wefl, 
between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield,  A  mofl  excellent  and  beautiful 
trad  of  meadow  lies  on  its  banks.  Weflfield  river  empties  into  the 
Gonnedicut  at  Wefl- Springfield.  Connedicut  river  paffes  through 
this  State,  and  interfeds  the  county  of  Hampfliire :  in  its  courfe  it 
runs  over  the  falls  above  Deerfield,  and  between  Northampton  and 
Springfield.     A  company,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Propdetors  of  the 

•*  See  pages  z  and  3. 
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Locks  and  Canals  on  Connecticut  river,"  was  incorporated  by  the 
general  court  in  1792,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  Connetfticut 
river  pafTable  for  boats  and  other  things,  from  Chicapee  river  north- 
ward to  New-Hampfliire.  Miller's  and  Chicapee  rivers  fall  into 
Connecticut  on  the  eaft  fide ;  the  former  at  Northfield,  the  latter  at 
Springfield. 

In  the  eaflern  part  of  the  State  is  the  Merrimjick,  which  we  have . 
already  in  part  defcribed.  It  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  burden  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  it  is  obftrufted  by  the  firfl  falls, 
or  rapids,  called  Mitchell'^  Eddy,  between  Bradford  and  Haverhill. 
Vafl  quantities  of  iliip  timber,  ranging  timber,  plank,  deals,  clap- 
boards, fliingles,  ftaves,  and  other  lumber,  are  brought  down  in 
rafts,  fo  conftruCted  as  to  pafs  all  the  falls  in  the  river  except  thofe 
of  Amulkaeg  and  Pantucket.  In  the  fpring  and  fummer  confidera- 
ble  quantities  of  falmon,  fliad,  and  alewives  are  caught,  which  are 
either  ufed  as  bait  in  the  cod  fiiliery,  or  pickled  and  fliipped  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  There  are  twelve  ferries  acrofs  this  river  in  the  county 
of  Eflex.  The  bar  acrofs  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  a  very  great 
incumbrance  to  the  navigation,  and  is  efpecially  terrible  to  ftrangers. 
There  arefixteen  feet  water  upon  it  at  copamon  tides.  In  1787  the 
general  court  granted  a  fum  of  money  for  the  ereCtion  of  two  fuffi- 
cient  light-houfes,  and  made  the  maintenance  of  them  a  public 
charge.  The  boufes  are  of  wood,  and  contrived  to  be  removed  at 
pleafure,  fo  as  to  be  always  conformed  to  the  fliifting  of  the  bar  ; 
and  thus  the  fingle  rule  of  bringing  them  in  a  line  will  be  the  only 
neceifary  direftion  for  veflels  approaching  the  harbour,  and  by  this 
direction  they  may  fail  with  fafety  until  they  are  abreafl  of  the  lights, 
where  is  a  bold  fliore  and  good  anchoring  ground.  The  bridges  over 
this  river  will  be  mentioned  under  that  head. 

Nafliua,  Concord,  and  Shawflieen  rivers  rife  in  this  State,  and  run 
a  north-eafterly  courfe  into  the  Merrimack.  Parker's  river  takes  its 
rife  in  Rowley,  and  after  a  courfe  of  a  few  miles,  pafles  into  the 
found  which  feparates  Plum  Ifland  frora  the  main  land.  It  iS  navi- 
gable  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth.  Ipfwich  and  Chebacco 
rivers  pafs  through  the  town  of  Ipfwich  into  Ipfwich  bay.  Miflick 
river  falls  into  Bofton  harbour,  eaft  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleflown : 
it  is  navigable  three  miles  to  Medford. 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  ftream,  the  principal  branch  of 
which  rifes  from  a  pond  bordering  on  Hopkinton  :  it  pafles  through 
Hollilton  and  Bellingham,    and   divides  Medway  from  Medfield, 

Wrentham, 
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Wrentham  and  Franklin,  and  thence  into  Dedhana,  where,  by  a 
curious  bend,  it  forms  a  peninfula  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  land ; 
and  what  is  very  fingular,  a  ftream  called  Mother  Brook,  runs  out  of 
this  river,  in  this  town,  and  falls  into  Neponfet  river,  which  anfwert 
to  a  canal  uniting  the  two  rivers,  and  affords  a  number  of  excellent 
mill  feats.  From  Dedham  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  northerly  through 
Newton,  paffing  over  romantic  falls — it  then  bends  to  the  north-eaft 
itnd  eaft,  through  Watertown  and  Cambridge,  and  pafTes  into  Boflon 
harbour,  between  Charleftown  and  Boflon  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats 
to  Watertown  feven  miles. 

Neponfet  river  originates  chiefly  from  Muddy  and  Punkapog 
Ponds  in  Stoughton,  and  Mafhapog  Pond  in  Sharon,  and  after  paffing 
over  falls  fufficient  to  carry  mills,  unites  with  other  fmall  flreams, 
a'nd  forms  a  very  conftant  fupply  of  water  for  the  many  mills  fituated 
on  the  river  below,  until  it  meets  the  tide  in  Milton,  from  whence  it 
is  navigable  for  veflels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  to  the 
bay,  dillant  about  four  miles.  Neponfet  river,  from  Milton  to  the 
Bay,  forms  a  regular  and  beautiful  ferpentine,  interfperfed  with  hil- 
locks of  wood  fo  regularly  placed,  that  from  Milton  Hill  it  affords 
one  of  the  finefl  profpefts  in  the  world.  Paffing  Fore  and  Back  rivers 
in  Weymouth,  you  come  to  North  river,  which  rifes  in  Indian-Head 
pond,  in  Pembroke,  and  running  in  a  ferpentine  courfe  between  Sci- 
tuate  and  Marfiifield,  palTes  to  the  fea.  This  river  for  its  lize  15 
remarkable  for  its  great  depth  of  water,  It  being  in  fome  places  not 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  feet  wide,  and  yet  veflels  of  three  hundred 
tons  are  built  at  Pembroke,  eighteen  miles,  as  the  river  runs,  from 
its  mouth.  This  river  is  navigable  for  boats  to  the  firft  fall,  five 
miles  from  its  fource  in  Indian-Head  pond ;  thence  to  the  ueareft 
waters  which  run  into  Taunton  river  is  only  three  miles.  A  canal 
to  conneft  the  waters  of  thefe  two  rivers,  which  communicate  with 
Narraganfet  and  Maffachufetts  bays,  would  be  of  great  utility,  as  io 
would  fave  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  round  Cape  Cod. 

Taunton  river  is  made  up  of  feveral  flreams  which  unite  in  or^ 
near  the  town  of  Bridgwater.  Its  courfe  is  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  till 
it  falls  into  Narraganfet  bay  at  Tiverton,  oppofite  the  north  end  of 
Rhode Ifland.  It  receives  a  confiderable  tributary  flream  at  Taunton 
from  the  north- wed.  The  head  waters  of  Pantucket  and  Providence 
rivers  in  Rhode  Ifland,  and  ofQuinnabaug  and  Shetucket  rivers  in 
Connedicut,  and  feveral  other  inferior  flreams,  which  run  in  va- 
rious directions  and  anfwer  various  purpofes,  are  in  this  State, 
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The  only  capes  of  note  on  the  coaft  of  this  State,  are  Cape  Ann 
on  the  north  fide  of  MafTachufetts  bay,  and  Cfjpe  Cod  on  the  fouth. 
Cape  Cod,  fo  called  from  the  quant iy  of  cod  fifli  which  are 
found  on  its  coaft,  is  the  fouth-eafterly  part  of  the  commonwealth 
of  MafTachufetts :  in  fhnpe  it  refembles  a  man's  arm  .ji- hen  bended* 
with  the  hand  turned  inward  towards  the  body.  The  Cape  com- 
prehends the  county  of  Barnftable,  and  is  between  feventy  and  eighty 
miles  in  length. 

Province-town  is  the  hook  of  the  Cape,  and  is  generally  narrow, 
the  widefl  place  not  being  more  than  three  miles  in  extent.  The 
harbour,  w^hich  is  one  of  the  beft  in  the  State,  opens  to  the  fouthward, 
and  has  depth  of  water  for  any  fliips.  This  place  has  often  been 
in  a  (late  of  rapid  improvement,  and  as  often  gone  to  decay ;  it  i* 
now  rifing.  It  contains  about  ninety  families,  whofe  whole  depen- 
dence is  upon  the  fea  for  their  fupport :  they  employ  about  twenty 
fail  of  vefTels,  great  and  fmall>  m  the  cod  fifhery  :  they  have  been  re- 
markably fuccefsful  of  lafe.  Ten  of  their  vefTels  employed  in  1790 
upon  the  grand  Bank,  took  eleven  thoufand  quintals  of  cod  fifli. 
They  have  fcarce  loft  a  veflel  or  a  man  in  the  bufinefs  fince  the  war. 

The  houfes  ftand  upon  the  inner  fide  of  the  hook  of  the  Cape, 
fronting  fouth-eaft,  and  looking  into  the  harbour :  they  are  fmall, 
one  ftory  high,  and  fet  up  on  blocks  or  piles,  that  the  driving  fands' 
jTiay  pafs  under  them,  otherwife  they  would  be  buried  in  fand.  The- 
houfes  fi:and  in  one  range  upon  the  beach  ;  the  flakes  on  which  they 
dry  their  filh  are  round  them ;  the  veiTels  run  in  upon  the  fliore, 
which  is  a  foft  fand,  throw  their  fifii  over,  where  they  are  w^aflied 
from  the  fait,  and  carried  up  to  the  flakes  on  hand-barrows. 

They  raife  nothing  from  their  lands,  but  arc  wholly  dependent' 
upon  Bofton  market  and  other  places  for  every  kind  of  vegetable  pro- 
duction. 

There  are  but  two  horfes  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  kept  in  the  town  i 
ihey  have  about  fifty  cows,  which  feed  in  the  fpring  upon  beach 
grafs,  which  grows  here  and  there  upon  the  fliore  j  and  in  fummer; 
they  feed  in  the  funken  ponds  and  marfliy  places,  that  are  found  be- 
tween the  fand  hills.  Here  the  cows  are  feen  wading,  and  even 
fwimming,  plunging  their  heads  into  the  water  up  to  their  horns, 
picking  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  from  the  roota  and  herbs  produced 
in  the  water.    They  are  fed  in  the  winter  on  fedgp  cut  upon  the 
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Except  a  border  of  loofe  land,  which  runs  round  the  whole  place, 
it  is  very  broken  and  hilly.  Thefe  hills  are  white  fand,  and  their 
^turodiice  is  whortleberry  bu flies,  and  fmall  pitch  pine  flirubs.  The 
pines  next  the  village  have  been  much  cut  off  for  fire-wood.  Cut- 
ting away  the  wood  expofes  the  hills  to  be  torn  away  by  the  violence 
of  the  winds,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  perfons  have  been  obliged  to 
remove  their  houfes  to  prevent  being  covered  up.  Thefe  hills  and 
fand  henps  are  conftantly  fliifting ;  and  when  torn  away  in  one 
place,  are  piled  up  on  another :  it  is  not  unfrequent  for  the  inhabi- 
tants to  have  their  fifn-flakes  covered  with  banks  of  fand  like  fnow. 
Immediately  in  llepping  from  any  houfe,  the  foot  (inks  in  fand  to 
the  depth  of  the  fnoe.  The  moft  foutherly  point  of  this  place, 
called  Wood- End,  is  live  miles  fouth-weft  from  the  village.  What 
fs  called  Race-Point,  known  to  all  feamen,  is  the  north-weflerly  ex- 
tremity  of  the  Cape,  and  lies  north-weft  from  the  village,  diftant 
three  miles. 

A  traveller  in  palling  from  the  village  o^er  to  Race  Point,  about 
mia-way,  travels  fome  diftance  through  a  pine  wood,  the  trees  about 
twenty  feet  in  height,  at  length  he  finds  the  path  obflrufted  with  a 
mound  of  fand,  almoft  perpendicular,  riling  among  the  trees  to  their 
tops :  his  horle  with  difficulty  mounts  this  precipice,  his  feet  linking 
Almoft  to  the  knees  in  the  fand.  This  volume  of  fand  is  gradually 
rolling  into  the  woods  with  the  winds,  and  as  it  covers  the  trees  to  the 
tops  they  die.  As  foon  as  a  traveller  mounts  this  bank,  a  curious 
fpeflacle  prefcnts  to  view,  a  defart  of  white  fand  five  miles  in  length, 
parallel  vvith  the  fea,  and  one  mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  The 
,  tops  of  the  trees  appear  above  the  fand,  but  they  are  all  dead  ;  where 
they  have  been  lately  covered,  the  bark  and  twigs  are  flill  remain- 
ing, from  others  they  are  fallen  otfj  fome  have  been  fo  long  whipped 
and  worn  out  vvith  the  fands  and  winds,  that  there  is  nothing  remain- 
ing but  the  hearts  and  knots  of  the  trees.  But  over  the  greater  part 
of  this  delert,  the  trees  have  long  fince  difappeared. 

After  croiiing  this  wildernefs,  v»'here  the  horfe  finks  to  his  fetlocks 
at  every  ftep,  you  arrive  at  Race-Point.  Here  are  a  number  of  huts, 
erefted  by  the  perfons  who  come  over  from  the  village  to  fifh  in 
bqp.ts  ;  here  they  keep  their  fifliing  apparatus  and  lodge.  At  th« 
"i^iiiance  of  fifteen  rods  from  the  Point  the  water  is  thirty  fathoms  in 
^der)tb,  and  cod,  hadtlock,  and  other  kinds  of  fi(h,  are  taken  in  plenty, 
.whenever  the  weather  will  permit.  They  take  many  kinds  of  fifli 
with  fe.i"?5  ^^ich  as  pollock,  mackarel,  and  herrings :  the  two  latter 
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Ifft  often  taken  in  that  harbour  in  great  abundariCe*  At  this 
J)lace  are  feen,  at  fome  times,  hundreds  of  fliarks  lying  oil  the 
fliore,  which  have  been  caiight  by  the  boats  when  fiftiing  for  cod : 
they  weigh  from  three  to  fix  hundred  weight  j  their  livers^  which 
produce  oil,  are  the  only  parts  of  them  of  which  any  ufc  is  made. 
They  are  taken  by  a  large  hook  baited  with  a  cod  fifti,  and  faftened 
to  an  iron  chain  with  a  fwivel^  to  prevent  them  from  biting  or  twitt- 
ing it  off.  When  the  fliark  has  feized  the  hook,  they  drag  him  lip 
to  the  ftern  of  the  boat,  and  being  too  large  to  take  on  board  the 
boats  there  made  ufe  of,  they  row  alhore  with  him,  drag  hiai  up  on 
the  beach,  rip  him  open,  take  out  his  liver,  and  the  carcafs  is  left 
to  perifll.  Filhing,  either  at  fea  in  vellels,  or  round  the  fliore  in 
boats,  is  the  whole  employment  of  all  the  inhabitants.  There  is 
ho  other  befides,  to  which  they  can  turh  their  attention :  and  the 
boys,  as  foon  as  they  have  ftrength  td  pull  a  codfifii)  are  put  on  board 
a  boat  or  a  veflel. 

As  this  harbour  is  of  fo  much  confequencej  often  affording  a  flielter 
from  florms  to  veflelsj  both  inward  and  outward  bound,  it.  is  of 
importance  that  there  fliould  always  be  a  fettlement  there*  The 
Province  formerly  afforded  thtm  fome  encouragement^  befides  ex- 
empting them  from  taxation.  That  encouragement  is  now  with* 
holderij  and  a  poll-tax  has  been  required,  whether  with  good  policy^ 
has  been  doubted  by  many:  the  inhabitants  complain  of  it,  as  an 
uhreafonable  burthen.  Their  employment  is  a  great  public  benefit, 
and  what  they  acquire  is  through  many  perils  and  the  handeft 
labour. 

The  extent  6f  Cape  Cod,  on  the  oufer  fliorcj  beginning  at  "Wood 
End,  round  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  or  to  the  line  between  Sandwich  and 
Waveham,  is  abdut  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  The  inner  lliore 
bn  MalTathufetts  bay  is  about  feverity-five  miles.  The  road  that 
h  commonly  travelled  on  to  the  Cape  i»  on  the  inner  fidcj  and  mea- 
fured  by  this;  the  extent  of  the  Cape  will  be  as  firft  mentioned. — • 
Cape  Cod,  in  general,  is  a  thin,  barren  foil,  by  far  the  moft  fo  of  any 
jpait  of  New-Ehgland':  but  the  fea'  air  impregnates  all  vegetables 
with  a  quality  which  renders  them  far  more  nutritive  to  cattle  thaa 
the  fame  quantity  far  inland ;  it  being  &n  undoubted  fa6V)  that  cattle. 
Will  do  well  on  the  fea  coaft  in  fUch  paftures,  which^  if  far  up  in.  th# 
country,  would  ftarve  them  at  dnce.  Their  fait  hay,  which  is  almoft 
their  only  forage,  affords  a  manure  which  is  alfo  far  fuperior  lo  that 
Vhich  is  made  at  a  diftaate  from  the  fea ;  this  greatly  afllfts  theif 
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crops  of  Gorjri  and  rye,  beyond  what  the  land  promifes  in  iw 
appearance.  But  after  all  that  has  been  or  that  can  be  done, 
the  lands  of  Cape  Cod  can  never  fupport  its  inhabitants,  which 
are  nearly  feventeen  thoufand.  A  great  part  of  the  men  and 
boys  are  conftantly  employed  at  fea.  In  this  buiinefs  they  fupport 
themfclves  and  families  j  and  it  is  obferved,  that  the  young  people 
form  family  connexions  earlier  in  life  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country;  which,  perhaps,  is  one  evidence  that  the  means  of  fub- 
iiftence  are  eafily  obtainable.  Cape  Cod  is  a  nurfery  for  feamen, 
and,  in  this  view,  one  of  the  moft  important  places  in  this  State,  or 
in  America.  If  the  fupporting  of  a  navy,  extending  foreign  com- 
merce, or  bringing  forth  from  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  the  riches  it 
contains,  are  bleffings  to  any  nation,  the  Americans  may  confider  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  as  the  moft  valuable  among  their  countrymen. 
The  Cape  abounds  with  clear  frefli  ponds,  generally  ftocked  with 
fifli :  there  is  little  funken  land  ;  the  wood  on  the  Cape  is  generally 
pitch  pine  :  th^e  are  few  or  no  ftones  below  Barnftable  :  the  cellars 
are  walled  with  brick,  in  a  circular  form,  to  prevent  the  loof«  fand 
from  caving  in  :  the  wells  are  fecured  in  the  fame  manner,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  keep  them  covered  to  prevent  the  fand  from  blow- 
ing in  and  fpoiling  the  water.  Formerly,  the  inhabitants  took  many 
whales  round  the  Cape,  chiefly  in  MafTachufetts  Bay;  but  that 
bufinefs  is  almofl  at  an  end.  The  manner  of  taking  black  fifh  is 
fomcwhat  fingular  ;  they  arc  a  fifli  of  the  whale  kind,  of  about  five 
tons  weight,  and  produce  oil  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  whale.  When 
a  (hoal  of  them  is  difcovered,  which  fometimes  conlifls  of  feveral 
hundreds,  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  boats,  get  without  them,  and 
drive  them  like  fo  many  cattle  on  to  the  fhore  and  flats,  where  they 
are  left  by  the  tide  and  fall  an  eafy  prey.  The  fliore  of  the  Cape  is 
in  many  places  covered  with  the  huge  bones  of  thefe  fifli  and  of 
whales,  which  remain  unconfumed  for  many  years.  Many  perfons 
conjecture,  that  the  Cape  is  gradually  wearing  awayj  and  that  it  Will 
'  finally  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  ravages  of  the  winds  and  the  feas,  and 
many  circumflances  favour  fuch  an  opinion.  At  Province-Town 
Harbour,  flumps  of  trees  are  feen,  which  the  fea  now  covers  in  com- 
mon tides.-  When  the  Englifli  firft  fettled  upon  the  Cape,  there 
was  an  ifland  off  Chatham,  at  three  leagues  difl:ance,  called  Webb's 
Ifland,  containing  twenty  acres,  covered  with  red  cedar  or  favin : 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  ufed  to  fetch  wood  from  it.  This 
ifland  has  been  wholly  worn  away  for  almoft  a  century.    A  large 
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rocTc  that  was  upon  the  ifland,  and  ivhich  fettled  as  the  earth  wallied 
rfway,  now  marks  the  place ;  it  rifes  as  much  above  the  bottom  of 
the  fea,  as  it  ufed  to  rife  above  the  furface  of  the  ground :  the  water 
is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fpot :  and  in  many  places  on  the  Cape 
the  fea  is  evidently  encroaching  on  the  land. 

The  Cape  is  fo  cxpofed  to  winds  in  every  dire(5lion,  that  fruit  trees 
do  not  thrive  :  there  are  few  orchards  of  any  confequence  below 
Bamftable  :  there  is  not  a  cyder  mill  in  the  country.  In  many 
places,  their  foreft  trees  have  more  the  appearance  of  a  prim  hedge 
than  of  timber. 

The  Cape,  however,  is  an  healthy  fituation,  except  for  thofecondi- 
tutions  which  are  too  delicate  for  the  piercing  winds  that  come  from 
the  fea,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  live  as  long  as  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  northern  States. 

The  winds,  in  every  dire6lion,  come  from  the  fea  ;  and  invalids, 
by  vifiting  the  Cape,  fometimes  experience  the  fame  benefit  as  from- 
going  to  fea.* 

The  principal  bays  on  the  coaft  of  MafTachufetts  are,  Ipfwich, 
Bofton,  Plymouth,  Bamftable,  and  Buzzard's  bays.  Many  iflands  are 
fcattered  along  the  coaft,  and  the  moft  noted  of  which  is  Plum 
Ifland,  which  is  about  nine  miles  in  length,  extending  from  Merri- 
mack river  on  the  north,  to  the  entrance  of  Ipfwich  river  on  the 
fouth,  and  is  feparated  from  the  main  land  by  a  narrow  found,  called 
Plum  Ifland  river,  fordable  in  feveral  places  at  low  water.  It  con- 
fifls  principally  of  fand,  blown  into  curious  heaps,  and  crowned  with 
bufhes  bearing  the  beach  plum.  There  is,  however,  a  valuable 
property  of  fait  marlh,  and  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland  are  two  or 
three  good  farms :  on  the  north  end  are  the  light-houfes  before 
mentioned :  on  the  fea  fhore  of  this  ifland,  and  on  Salifbury  beach, 
the  Marine  Society,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Newbury  Port,  h»ve 
humanely  ereded  feveral  fmall  houfes,  furniflied  with  fuel  and  other 
conveniencies,  for  the  relief  of  the  mariners  who  may  be  fliipwrecked 
on  this  coaft. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  dependent  on  this  State,  the  principal  of 

which  is  Nantucket  Ifland :  it  lies  fouth  of  Cape  Cod,  and  contains 

twenty-three  thoufand  acres,  including  the  beach.     As  the  ifland  is 

low  and  fandy,  it  is  calculated  only  for  thofe  people  who  are  willing 

»Pifc  *  See  Maflachuietts  M^azinc  for  March,  1791. 
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to  depend  almoft  entirely  on  the  watery  clement  for  Cv^fiftence, 
The  ifiand  of  itfelf  conftitutes  one  county  by  the  name  of  Nantucket. 
It  has  but  one  town,  called  Sherborne,  and  fends  one  reprefentative  to 
^he  General  AlTembly :  Sherborne  confifts  of  about  five  hundred  anci 
thirty  houies,  that  have  been  framed  on  the  main ;  they  are  lathed 
and  plaflercd  within,  handfomely  painted  and  boarded  without ;  each 
has  a  cellar  underneath,  built  with  ftones  fetched  alfo  from  the 
main  ;  they  are  all  of  a  fimilar  conflrudtion  and  appearance  ;  plaia 
and  entirely  devoid  of  exterior  or  interior  ornament.  It  flands  on  a 
-riling  fand-bank,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour,  which  is  very  fafe 
from  all  winds,  and  regularly  afcends  toward  the  country,  and  in 
its  vicinage  there  are  feveral  fmall  fields  and  gardens,  (yearly  manured 
■with  the  dung  of  the  cows  and  the  foil  of  the  ftreets)  in  which  there 
'lare  a  good  many  cherry  and  peach  trees  planted,  as  well  as  in  many 

•  other  places ;  the  apple-tree  does   not  thrive  well,    and  therefore 
^"but  few  are  planted.     The  iiland  contains  no  mountains,  yet  is  very 

uneven  ;  and  the  many  rifmg  grounds  and  eminences,  with  which  it 
'  is  filled,  have  formed  in  the  feveral  valhes  a  great  variety  of  fwamps, 
'  -where  the  Indian-grafs  and  the  blue-bent,  peculiar  to  fuch  foils,  grow 

•  with  tolerable  luxuriancy.     Some  of  the  fvvamps  abound  with  peat, 
■   which  ferves  the  poor  inftead  of  fire-wood.     There  are   fourteen 

ponds  on  this  ifland,  all  extremely  ufeful,  fome  lying  tranfverfely 
almoft  acrofs  it,  which  greatly  help  to  divide  it  into  partitions  for  the 
ufe  of  the  cattle  ;  others  abound  with  peculiar  fifli  and  fea  fowl: — 
The  Itreets  are  not  paved,  but  this  is  attended  with  little  inconve- 
nience, as  it  is  never  crowded  with  country  carriages ;  and  thofe  they 
have  in  the  town  are  feldom  made  ufe  of  but  in  the  time  of  coming 
in,  and  before  the  failing,  of  their  fleets. 

The  inhabitants  formerly  carried  on  the  moft  confiderable  whale 
fifhery  on  the  coail,  but  the  war  almoft  ruined  thi?  bufinefs.  They 
have  fince,  however,  revived  it  again,  and  purfue  the  whales  eVen 
'•    into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean. 

There  are  near  the  wharfs  a  great  many  florehoufes,  where  the 
£laple  commodity  is  depofited,  as  well  as  the  innumerable  materials 
which  are  always  wanted  to  repair  and  fit  out  fo  many  whalemen* 
They  have  three  docks,  each  three  hundred  feet  long,  and  extremely 
convenient;  at  the  head  of  which  there  are  ten  feet  of  water. — 
Thcfe  docks  are  built,  like  thofe  in  Boflon,  with  logs  fetched  from  the 
continent,  filled  with  ftones,  and  covered  with  fand.  Between  thefe 
clocks  and  the  town  there  is  room  fufiicient  for  the  landing  of  goods, 

and 
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and  for -the  paiTi^ge  of  thek-  numerous  carts;  for  al^noft  ev«xf  maa 
here  has  one  ;  the  wharfs^  ,to  the  north  and  fouth  of  the  docks,,  are 
built  of  the  fame  materiaJs,  and  give  a  ftranger^  at  his  fii-ft  landing, 
a   high    idea    of   the  profperity   of    thefe  people:   there  is  roofli 
around  thefe  three  docks  for  three  hundred  fail  of  vefleU.     VVhca 
their  fleets  have  been  fuccefsful,  the  buflle  and  hurry  of  bufmels  on  thi» 
fpot  for  fome  days  after  their  arrival,  would  make  a  ftranger  imagine 
that  Sherborne  was  the  capital  of  a  very  opulent  and  large  province. 
On  that  point  of  land,  which  forms  the  well  lide  of  the  harbour, 
flands  a  very  neat  light-houfe ;  the  oppofite  peninfiila,  called  Coitoii, 
fecures    it  from  the  moft  dangerous  winds.      There  are  but  few 
arable    fields    in    the    neighbourhood  of    the  town,    for  nothing 
can  be  more  fterile  and  fandy  than  this  part  of  the  ifland ;  the, 
inhabitants  have,  however,  with  unwearied  perieverance,  by  bringing 
a  variety  of  manure,  and  by  cow-penning,   enriched  leveral  ipots, 
where  they  raife  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  pompions,  turnips,  &c.     On 
the  higheft  part  of  this  fandy  eminence  four  windmills  grind  the 
grain  they  raife  and  import ;  and  contiguous  to  them  a  rope-walk  is 
to  be  feen,  where  full  half  of  |:he  cordage  ufed  in  their  filhing  is 
manufactured.     Between  the  fliores  of  the  harbour,  the  docks,  and 
the  town,  there  is  a  moft  excellent  piece  of  meadow,  inclofed  and 
manured  with  fuch  coft  and  pains  as  fliew  how  neceflary  and  pre- 
cious grafs   is  at  Nantucket.     Towaids  the  point  of  Shemah  the 
ffland  is  more  level  and  the  foil  better ;  and  there  the  inhabitants 
have  confiderable  lots  well  fenced  and  richly  manured.    There  arc 
but  very  few  farms  on  this  ifland,  becaufe  there  are  but  very  few 
fpots  that  will  admit  of  cultivation  without  the  affiftance  of  dung  ani 
other  manure,  which  is  very  expenfive  to  fetch  from  the  main. 
This  ifland  was  patented  in  the  year  1671    by  twenty-feven  pro- 
prietors, under  the  province  of  New-York,  which  then  claimed  alj 
the  iflands  from  the  Neway  Sink  to  Cape  Cod.    They  found  it  fo 
univerfally  barren,    and  fo  unfit  for  cultivation,  that  they  mutually 
agreed  not  to  divide  it,  as  each  could  neither  live  on,  nor  improve 
that  lot  which  might  fall  to  his  fliare :  they  then  call  their  eyes  on 
the  fea,  and  finding  thenifelves  obliged  to  become  filhermen,  they 
looked  for  a  harbour,  and  having  found  one,  they  determined  to 
build  a  town  in  its  neighbourhood  and  to  dwell  together  ;  for  that 
purpofe  they  furveyed  as  much  ground  as  would  afford  to  each,  what 
is  generally  c^ed   here,    a  home-lot.      Forty  acres  were  thought 
iufficient  to  anfwer  this  purpofe ;    for  to  what  end  fhould  they 

covet 
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fC^vet  .jncre  land  than  they  couM  improve,  or  even  inclofe?  not 
bfingpo0efed„oif  AiiJig^.trec  in  the  whole  extent  of  theirnew  do. 

.  This  ifltnd  fumifhes  the  naturalifls  with  few  or  no  obje£ls  w&rthy 
Qbfervation  :  it  appears  to  be  the  uneven  fummit  of  a  fandy  fubma- 
rine  nwuntain,  covered  here  and  there  with  forrel,  grafs,  a  few  cedar 
byfhes,    and  fcrubby  oaks  jthe  fwamps  are  much  more  valuable 
fdr  the  peat  they  contain  than  foj-  the  trifling  pafture  of  their  furface  ; 
thofe   declining  grounds  which  lead  to  the  fea  fliores  abound  with; 
beach  grafs,  a  light  fodder  when  cut  and  cured,,  but  very  good  when 
fed  green.    On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  there  are  feveral  tracks. 
of  fait  grajffes,  which  being  carefully  fenced,  yield  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  that  wholcfome  •  fodder.    Among  the  many  ponds  or 
lakes  with  which  this  ifland  abounds,  there  are  lome  which  have  been 
made  by  the  intruflon  of  the  fea,  fuch  as  Wiwidiah,  the  Long,  the 
Narrow,  and  feveral  others,  confequently  thofe  are  fait ;  at  peculiar 
brgh  tides  a  great  number  of  fifli  enter  into  them,  where  they  feed 
and  grow  Inrge,    and  at  fome  feafons  of   the  year,    the  inhabi- 
tants alTemble  and  cut  down  the  fmall  bars  which  the  waves  always 
throw  up.     By  thefe  cafy  means  the  waters  of  the  pond   are   let 
out,  and  as  the  fifh  follow  their  native  element,  the  inhabitants  with 
pro>p€r  nets  catch  as  many  as  they  want  in  their  way  out  without 
any  other  trouble.     Thofe  which  are  moft  common  are  the  ftreaked 
bafs,  the  blue-fifh,  the  torn-cod,   the  mackarel,    the  tew-tag,   the 
berrmg,  the  flounder,  eel,  &c.    Fifhing  is  one  of  the  greateft  diver-  . 
fions  the  ifland  affords.     At  the  wefl  end  lies  the  harbour  of  Mar-  * 
diket,  formed  .by  Smith  Point  on  the  fouth-wefl,  by  Eel  Point  oq 
the  north,  and  Tuckanut  Ifland  on  the  north-weft;  but  it  is  neither 
fo  fafe  nor  fo  good  anchoring  ground  as  that  near  which  the  town 
fiands :  three  fmall  creeks  run   into  it,  which  yield  eels  of  a  bitter 
h&c   Not  far  from  Shemah  Point  there  is  a  conliderable  track~of  even 
ground,  being  the  leafl  fandy  on  the  ifland.     It  is  divided  into  feven 
field's,  one  of  which  is  planted  by  that  part  of  the  community  which 
are  entitled  to  it.    This  is  called  the  common  plantation,  a  Ample 
but  ufefnl  expedient  j  for  were  each  holder  of  this  track  to  fence  his 
property,  it  would  require  a  prodigious  quantity  of  pofb  and  rails, 
whjcharetobe  purchafed  and  fetched  from  the  main.    Inflead  of 
thofe  private  fubdivifions,  each  man's  allotment  of  land  is  thrown 
into  the  general  field,  which  is  fenced  at  the  expenfe  of  the  parties; 
vitlib>-it  every  one  does  with  his  own  portion  of  the- ground  what-    . 
'  i; '  ever 
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ever  he  pleafes.  This  apparent  community  faves  a  very  m^tcriki 
expenfe,  a  great  deal  of  kbour,  and,  perhaps,  raifes  a  fort  of  emula- 
tion among  them  which  urges  every  one  to  fertilize  his  (hare  with 
the  greateft  care  and  attention.  Thus  every  feven  years  the  whole 
of  this  track  is  under  cultivation,  and  enriched  by  manure  and 
ploughing,  yields  afterwards  excellent  pafture ;  to  which  the  town" 
cows,  amounting  to  five-hundred  or  more,  are  daily  led  by  thtf 
town  lliepherd,  andas  regularly  dri\4en  back  in  the  evening.  The 
beft  land  on  the  illand  is  at  Palpus,  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a 
houfe  of  entertainment.  Quayes  is  a  fmall  but  valuable  track,  long 
iince  purchafed  by  a  Mr.  Coffin,  who  has  ere6led  the  beft  houfe 
on  the  ifland.  By  long  attention,  proximity  of  the  fea,  &c.  thiis 
fertile  fpot  has  been. well  manured,  and  is  now  the  garden  of  Naiw 
tucket.  Adjoining  to  it,  on  the  weft  lide,  there  is  a  fmall  ftream, 
on  which  there  is  ereded  a  fulling-mill ;  on  the  eaft  fide  is  the  lot, 
known  by  the  name  of  Squam,  watered  likewife  by  a  fmall  rivulet, ' 
on  which  ftands  another  fulling-mill.  Here  is  a  fine  loomy  foil, 
producing  excellent  clover,  which  is  mowed  twice  a  year.  Thefc 
mills  prepare  all  the  cloth  which  is  made  here :  having  fo  large  a. 
flock  of  ftieep  the  inhabitants  abound  in  wool ;  part  of  this  they 
export,  and  the  reft  is  fpun  by  their  induftrious  wives,  and  converted 
into  fubftantial  garments.  To  the  fouth-eaft  is  a  great  divifion'of 
the  illand  fenced  by  itfelf,  known  by  the  name  of  Siafconcet  Jot :  it 
is  a  very  uneven  track  of  ground  abounding  with  fwamps ;  here  the 
inhabitants  turn  in  their  fat  cattle,  or  fuch  as  they  intend  to  ftall- 
feed  for  their  winter  provifionsg  It  is  on  the  iliores  of  this  part  of 
the  ifland,  near  Pochick  Rip,  where  they  catch  tlieir  beft  fifli,  fuch  as 
lea  bafs,  tew-tag,  or  black  fifli,  cod,  finelt,  perch,  fliadine,  pike,  Sec. 
They  have  erefted  a  few  fifliing-houfes  on  this  ftiore,  as  well  a* 
at  Sankate*s  Head  and  Suflakatche  Beach,  where  the  fifliermei! 
dwell  in  the  fiftiing  feafon.  Many  red  cedar  buflies  and  beach  grafs 
grow  on  the  peninfula  of  Coitou ;  the  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  and 
lerves  as  a  receptacle  for  rabbits.  It  is  here  that  their  flieep  find 
Ihelter  in  the  fnow  ftorms  of  thewinter.  At  the  north  end  of  Nan- 
tucket, there  is  a  long  point  of  land  projefting  far  into  the  fea, 
called  Sandy  Point ;  nothing  grows  on  it  but  plain  grafs ;  and  this 
is  the  place  where  the  inhabitants  often  catch  porpoifes  and  ftiarkj, 
On  this  point  they  commonly  drive  their  horfes  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year,  in  order  to  feed  on  the  grafs  it  bears,  which  is  ufelefs  when 
arrived  at  maturity.    Between  this  point  and  the  maio  ifland  there 
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ii  a  valuable  fait  meadow,  called  Crofkaty,  with  a  pond  of  the  ftntts 
*3me,  famous  for  black  ducks.  Squam  abounds  in  clover  and  herds* 
grafs ;  thofe  who  poflefs  it  follow  no  maritime  occupation,  and 
therefore  negle6l  nothing  that  can  render  it  fertile  and  profitable* 
The  reft  of  the  undefcribed  part  of  the  ifland  is  open,  and  ferves  as 
a  common  pafture  for  their  Iheep.  Td  the  Weft  of  the  ifland  is 
Tackanuck,  where,  in  the  fpring,  their  yourig  cattle  are  driven  to 
feed ;  it  has  a  few  oak  buflies,  and  two  frefli  water  ponds^  abounding 
irith  teals,  brandts^  and  many  other  fea  fowls,  brought  to  this  ifland 
hy  the  proximity  of  their  fand  banks  and  fiialloW's ;  where  thou- 
fands  are  feen  feeding  at  low  water.  Here  they  have  neither  wolves 
nor  foxes;  thofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  who  live  out  of  town,  raife, 
with  all  fecnrity,  as  much  poultry  as  they  want*  In  fummer  this 
•dimate  is  extremely  pleafant,  the  heats  being  tempered  by  the  fea 
breezes,  with  which  it  is  perpetually  refreflied.  In  the  winter,  how- 
ever, the  inhabitants  pay  feverely  for  thofe  advantages ;  it  is  ex- 
tremely cold ;  the  north- weft  wind,  after  having  efcaped  from  the} 
nr.ountains  and  forefts,  free  from  all  impediment  in  its  fliort  paflagc^ 
blows  with  redoubled  force^  and  renders  this  ifland  bleak  and  un- 
romfoftable.  On  the  other  hand,  the  goodnefs  of  the  houfes,  the 
fecial  hofpitality  of  their  inhabitants,  and  their  good  cheer,  make 
am.ple  amends  for  ^le  feverity  of  the  feafon. 

This  ifland,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  appears  to  be  the  fiimmit 
t)f  fome  huge  fandy  mountain,  affording  fome  acres  of  dry  lana 
JFor  the  habitation  of  man ;  other  fubmarine  ones  lie  to  the  fouthward 
ef  this,  at  different  depths  and  different  diftances.  This  dangerouS 
region  is  well  known  to  the  mariners  by  the  name  oi  Nantucket 
Shoals :  thefeare  the  bulwarks  which  lb  powerfully  defend  this  ifland 
from  the  impulfe  of  the  mighty  oce^n,  and  repel  the  force  of  its 
^•aves,  which,  but  for  thefe  accutTiUlated  barriers,  would  ere  now  have 
tliflblvcd  its  foimdntions,  and  torn  it  in  pieces.  Thefe  are  the  banks 
Vi'hich  afforded  to  the  firfl  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  their  daily  fub- 
iiflcnce  ;  it  Was  from  thefe  flioals  that  they  drew  the  origin  6f  that 
Vealth  which  they  how  pofi"efs ;  and  it  Was  the  fchool  where  they 
firfl  learned  how  to  venture  farther,  as  the  fifli  of  their  coaft  receded. 
The  ftioreS  of  this  ifland  abound  with  the  foft-flielled,  thfe  hard- 
(lielled,  ;;nd  the  great  fea  clams,  a  moft  nutritious  fliell-fifli :  their 
f.;nds,  their  fliallows,  are  covered  with  them ;  they  multiply  fo  faft 
that  they  are  a  never-failing  refourcc.  Thefe,  and  the  great  variety 
of  fifli  they  catch,  conllitute  tli^  principal  food  of  the  inhabitants^ 

It 
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tt  \^'as  liicewife  that  of  the  aborigines,  whom  the  firft  fettlers  found 
jhere  ;  the  pofteiiiy  of  whom  ilill  live  together  in  decent  houfes  ajon^ 
the  fliores  of  Miacomet  pond,  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  illand  :  they 
fire  an  induftrious,  harmlefs  race,  as  expert  and  as  fond  of  a  feafarirfg 
life  as  their  fellow  inhabitants,  the  whites.  ^ 

This  ifland  is  become  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  known  by 
the  name  of  Nantucket.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  here  the  fame  mi- 
nicipal  edablifliment  in  common  with  the  reft  ;  and,  therefore,  every 
requifite  officer,  Aich  as  ilierifF,  jullice  of  the  peace,  fupervifors, 
aflefTors,  conftables,  overfeers  of  the  poor,  &c.  The  taxes  are  pro- 
portioned to  thofe  of  the-metropolis ;  they  are  levied  by  valuations, 
agreed  on  and  fixed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  by 
alTeffiiients  formed  by  the  aiTeflbrs,  who  are  yearly  chofen  by  the 
people,  and  whofe  office  obliges  them  to  take  either  an  oath  or  an 
affirmation*  Two^thirds  of  the  magiftrates  they  have  here,.  ar«j^o(^the 
fociety  of  Friends.  ,      *,     ^,^ 

The  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  females,  are  fondly  attached  to 
the  iiland,  and  few  wifh  to  migrate  to  a  more  defirable  fituation. 

They  are  principally  Quakers  ;  but  there  is  one  fociety  of  CqiI- 
gregationalifts.  Forty  years  ago  there  were  three  congregations  of 
Indians,  each  of  which  had  a  houfe  for  wdrfhip  and  a  teacher :  th^ir 
laft  Indian  pallor  died  ten  years  (ince,  and  was  a  worthy,  refpeftable 
character* 

Ifland  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  weflward  of 
Nantucket,  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length  and  from  feven  to 
eight  miles  in  breadth :  it  lies  nine  miles  from  the  continent,  and, 
with  the  Elizabeth  Iflands,  forms  one  of  the  counties  of  MafTachufetts 
bay,  known  by  the  name  of  Duke's  County.  Thofe  latter^  which 
are  fix  in  number,  are  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  the  Vineyard, 
and  are  all  famous  for  excellent  dairies,  A  good  ferry  is  eflablifhed 
between  Edgar-Town  and  Falmouth  on  the  main,  the  diflance  be- 
ing nine  miles.  Martha's  Vineyard  is  divided  into  three  towrifhips; 
viz.  Edgar,  Chilmark,  and  Tilbury.  Edgar  is  the  beft  fea-port,  and 
the  iliirc  town  ;  and  as  its  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  many  of  its 
inhabitants  follow  the  example  of  the  people  of  Nantucket.  The 
town  of  Chilmark  has  no  good  harbour,  but  the  land  is  excellent, 
and  no  way  inferior  to  any  on  the  continent!  it  contains  excellent 
pafture^,  convenient  brooks  for  mills,  ftone  for  fencing,  &c.  Tlie 
•town  of  Tifbury  is  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  timber,  and 
ba^a  harbour  where  the  water  is  deep  enough  for  ihips  of  the  line. 
Vol.  II.  T  The 
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The  ftbck  uf  the  ifland  is  more  than  twenty  thoufand  fheep,  twd 
thoufand  neat  cattle,  belides  horfes  and  goats  ;  they  have  alio  fome 
deer,  and  abundance  of  fea-^fowls.  This  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  is  to  this  day  the  principal  feminary  of  the  Indians  ;  they 
live  on  tiiat  part  of  the  ifland  which  is  called  Chapoquidick,  and 
were  very  early  chViftianifed  by  the  refpedable  family  of  the  Mahews, 
the  firft  proprietors  of  it.  The  firft  fettler  of  that  name  conveyed 
by  will  to  a  favourite  daughter  a  certain  part  of  it,  on  which  there 
grew  many  wild  vines  j  thence  it  was  called  Martha's  Vineyard,  after 
her  name,  which  in  procefs  of  time  extended  to  the  whole  ifliind. 
The  poflerity  of  the  ancient  Aborigines,  remain  here  on  lands  which 
their  forefathers  referved  for  themfelves,  and  which  are  religioufly 
kept  from  any  incroachments.  The  Indians  here  appear  by  th« 
decency  of  their  manners,  their  induilry,  and  neatnefs,  to  be  no  way 
inferior  to  many  of,  the  inhabitants  : — like  them,  they  are  labo- 
rious and  religious,  which  are  the  principal  chara^terillics  of  the 
four  New-England  provinces ;  they  often  go,  like  the  young  m.en  of 
the  Vineyard,  to  Nantucket,  and  hire  themfelves  for  whalemen  or 
iifliermen ;  and,  indeed,  their  lliill  and  dexterity  in  all  fea  affairs  is 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the  whites.  The  latter  are  divided  into 
two  clafles ;  the  firft  occupy  the  land,  which  they  till  with  admirable 
care  and  knowledge  j  the  fecond,  who  are  pofleifed  of  none,  apply 
themfelves  to  the  fea,  the  general  refource  of  mankind  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  This  ifland,  therefore,  like  Nantucket,  is  become  a 
great  nurfery,  which  fupplies  with  pilots  and  feamen,  the  numerous 
coafters  v\'ith  which  this  extended  part  of  America  abounds.  Go' 
where  you  will,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  MifTiffippi,  you  will  find 
almoft  every  where  fome  natives  of  thefe  tvvo  iflands  employed  in 
.leafaring  occupations.  Their  climate  is  fo  favourable  to  population^ 
that  marriage  is  the  objedt  of  every  man's  earlieft  wifh  ;  and  it  is  a 
bieffing  fo  eafily  obtained,  that  great  numbers  are  obliged  to  quit 
their  native  land  and  go  to  fome  other  countries  in  quell  of  fub- 
iiftence. 

Here  are  to  be  found  the  moft  expert  pilots  either  for  the  great 
bay,  their  found,  Nantucket  ilioals,  or  the  different  ports  in  their 
neighbourhood.  In  ilormy  weather  they  are  always  at  fea  looking; 
out  for  velTels,  \vhich  they  board  with  fingular  dexterity,  and  hardly 
ever  fall  to  bring  fjfe  to  their  intended  harbour. 

Gayhead,  the  weilermoft  part  of  the  ifland,  containing  about  twcr 
thoufand  four  hundred  acres,  is  very  good  tillage  land,  and  is  wholly 

occupied 
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occupied  by  Indlnns,  but  not  well  cultivated.  One-third  of  this  trad 
is  the  property  of  the  Englifli  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
^ew-England.  The  principal  produ6lions  of  the  iiland  are  corn, 
J-ye',  and  oats.  They  raife  flieep  and  cattle  in  confiderable  numbers. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  county  fend  three  reprefentatives,  and, 
in  conjunftion  with  Nantucket,  onefenator  to  the  General  Court. 

The  other  iflands  of  confideration  are  in  MafTachufetts  Bay,  which 
is  agreeably  diverfified  by  about  forty  of  various  fizes :  feven  of  them 
only  are  within  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  town  of  Boflon,  and  taxed 
with  it.  Caftle  Iiland  is  about  three  miles  from  Bpfton,  and  contains 
about  eighteen  acres  of  land.  The  buildings  are  the  Governor's 
houfe,  a  magazine,  gaol,  barracks,  and  workfliops.  In  June,  1792, 
there  were  confined  on  this  ifland  feventy-feven  convicts,  who  were 
employed  in  the  manufa61:ure  of  nails,  and  guarded  by  a  company  of 
between  fixty  and  feventy  foldiers.  The  fort  on  this  ifland  com- 
mands the  entrance  of  the  harbour :  here  were  mounted  in  1792  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty-four  others  difmounted;  iince  that  period 
the  fortifications  have  been  much  improved. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS, 

In  MafTachufetts  are  to  be  found  all  the  varieties  of  foil,  from  very 
good  to  very  bad,  capable  of  yielding  all  the  different  produdions 
common  to  the  climate,  fuch  as  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
hemp,  flax,  hops,  potatoes,  field  beans  and  peas — apples,  pears, 
peaches,  plums,  cherries,  &c.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  effc6ls 
of  the  eaft  winds  extend  farther  inland  than  formerly,  arid  injure  the 
tender  fruits,  particularly  the  peach,  and  even  the  more  hardy  apple. 
The  average  produce  of  the  good  lands,  well  cultivated,  has  been 
cftimated  as  follows:  forty  bufliels  of  corn  on  an  acre — thirty  of 
barley — twenty  of  wheat — thirty  of  rye — one  hundred  of  potatoes. 
The  ftaple  commodities  of  this  State  are  fifli,  beef,  and  lumber. 

Iron  ore  in  immenfe  quantities  is  found  in  various  parts  of  this 
State,  particularly  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth. 

Copper  ore  is  found  at  Leverett,  in  the  county  of  Hampfliire,  and 
at  Attleborough,  in  the  county  of  Briftoi.  Several  mines  of  blaek 
lead  have  been  difcovered  in  Brimfield,  in  Hampfliire  county ;  and 
white  pipe-clay,  and  yellow  and  red  ochre,  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 
Allum  llate,  or  flone,  has  been  found  in  fome  parts ;  and  alfo  rud- 
dle, or  a  red  earth,  which  has  been  ufed  as  a  ground  colour  for  prim- 
ing, inflead  of  Spanifh-brovvn.     In  a  quarry  of  lime-ftone,  in  the 
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parifli  of  Byefield,  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  is  found,  the  JfoeJIoi,  or 
incombuftible  cotton,  as  it  has  been  called.  Marble  has  been  found 
in  the  fame  vicinity,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  there  are  confiderabie 
beds  of  it.  The  fpecimens  of  it  already  exhibited  have  been  beauti? 
fully  variegated  in  colour,  and  admit  an  admirable  polifli,  A  niarble 
quarry  at  Lanelborough  affords  very  good  marble. 

Several  mineral  fpnngs  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  particularly  at  Lynn,  Wrentham,  Menotomy  Farilli  in  Cam- 
bridge, &c.  but  none  are  celebrated  as  places  of  refort  for  invalids. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 
This  State  is  divided  into  eleven  counties;  viz.  Suffolk,  Effex, 
Middlefex,  Hampfnire,  Plymouth,  Briftol,  Barnflabie,  Worceffer, 
and  Berkfnire,  on  the  continent,  and  Duke's  and  Nantucket  counties 
in  the  iflands  of  Nantucket,  Martha's  Vineyard,  &c.  Thefe  counties 
contain  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  towns,  the  principal  of  which  are 
as  follow : 

BOSTON. 

This  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  capital 
not  only  of  Maffachufetts,  but  af  New-England,  and  lies  in  latitude 
4^"^  23'  N.  It  is  built  on  a  peninfula  of  an  irregular  form,  at  the 
bottom  pf  Maffachufetts  Bay.  The  neck  or  ifthmus  which  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent,  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  tovyn,  and  lead? 
to  Roxbury ;  the  length  of  the  town  itfelf  is  not  quite  two  miles, 
its  breadth  is  various ;  at  the  entrance  from  Roxbury  it  is  narrow  ; 
tl^e  gi'eateft  breadth  is  one  mile  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
yards;  the  buildings  in  the  town  cover  about  one  thoufand  acres. 

In  this  town  there  are  feventy-nine  ftreets,  thirty-eight  lanes,  and 
twentjr-one  alleys,  exclufive  of  fquares  and  courts ;  and  about  eighty 
•wharfs  and  quays  very  convenient  for  veffeis ;  the  principal  wharf 
extends  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea,  and  is  covered  on  the  north 
fide  with  large  and  convenient  ffores ;  it  far  exceeds  any  other  wharf 
in  the  United  States. 

In  B^fton  are  feventeen  houfes  for  public  worfliip ;  of  which  nioc 
are  for  Congregationalifts,  three  fpr  Epifcopalians,  two  for  Bjiptifis, 
one  for  the  Friends,  one  for  Univerfaliffs,  and  one  for  Rornan  Catho- 
lics :  there  are  alfo  feveral  public  fchools,  ftate  banks,  &c.  which  we 
fliall  notice  under  their  refjpe6tive  heads.  The  other  public  build- 
ings are  the  Hate  houfie,  court  hpnfe,  goal,  Faneuil  hall,  an  alms 
houfe,   a  workhoufe,   a  bridewell,    and  powd^jr  magaziiie,  pec.  &c. 
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That  building  which  was  formerly  the  governor's  bonfe,  is  now  oc- 
cupied in  its  feveral  apartments,  by  the  council,  the  treafurer,  and 
the  fecretary ;  the  two  latter  hold  their  offices  in  it.  Moft  of  the 
public  buildings  are  handfome,  and  fome  of  them  are  elegant.  The 
town  is  irregularly  built,  but,  as  it  lies  in  a  circular  form  around  the 
harbour,  it  exhibits  a  very  hapdfome  view  as  you  approach  it  froq^ 
the  fea.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  is  the  mall,  a  very  beautifu< 
public  walk,  adorned  with  rows  of  trees,  and  in  view  of  the  com«f 
mon,  which  is  always  open  to  refrelhing  breezes.  Beacon  hill,  oa 
which  a  handfome  monument,  commemorative  of  fome  lof  the 
moft  important  events  of  the  late  war,  has  lately  been  erexfled, 
overlooks  the  town  from  the  weft,  and  affords  a  fine  variegate4 
profped. 

The  harbour  of  Bofton  is  fafe,  and  large  enough  to  contain  five 
hundred  fliips  at  anchor,  in  a  good  depth  of  water ;  while  the  en- 
trance is  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  fliips  abreaft.  It  is  di- 
yerfificd,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  with  forty  iflandS|  which  af-. 
ford  rich  pafturage,  hay,  and  grain.  About  three  miles  from  the 
town  is  the  caftle,  which  commands  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

The  market  in  this  town  isfupplied  with  abundance  of  beef,  pork, 
jnutton,  lamb,  veal,  and  poultry,  and  of  a  quality  equal  to  any  in  the 
world,  and  alfo  with  meal,  butter,  cheefe,  roots,  vegetables,  and  fruits 
of  various  kinds,  in  great  plenty.  The  fifh  market  is  alfo  excellent, , 
and  not  only  furniflies  the  tables  of  the  rich  with  fome  of  the  greatefl: 
dainties,  but  is  alfo  a  lingular  blefling  to  the  poor. 

At  an  annual  meeting  in  March,  feven  fele6t  men  are  chofen  for 
the  more  immediate  government  of  the  town  j  at  the  fame  time  are 
elqcfled  a  town  clerk,  a  town  treafurer,  twelve  overfeers  of  the  poor, 
twelve  firewards,  tv/elve  clerks  of  the  market,  twelve  fc^vengers, 
and  twelve  conftables,  befides  a  number  of  other  officers.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  change  the  government  of  the  town  from  its  pre- 
fent  form  to  that  of  a  city,  but  the  propofed  form  not  being  confo- 
nant  to  the  democratic  fpirit  of  the  body  of  the  people,  it  has  beea 
rejefted. 

Bofton  was  fettled  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  from  tf  harlefton. 
The  peninfula  was  called,  by  the  natives,  Shawmut ;  but  the  inha- 
bitants of  Charlefton,  from  the  view  they  had  of  three  hills,  called  it 
Trimountain.  The  new  inhabitants,  however,  named  it  Bofton^ 
out  of  refped  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  formerly  a  minifter  of  Bofton, 
in  England,  who  was  expeded  to  come  over  to  New-England.  He  was 
afterwards  minifter  of  the  fi>;/i  churchy 
^  ^      ^  It 
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It  ha«  been  computed,  that  during  the  fiege  in  1775,  ^^  many 
boufes  were  deftroyed  in  Bofton  by  the  Britifh  troops,  as  were  burnt 
in  Charleflon.  Since  the  peace  a  fpirit  of  repairs  and  improvement 
kas  difFufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants.  The  ftreets  of  late  have 
been  lighted  with  lamps,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  town  ;  and  fome  fmall 
jbeginnings  have  been  made  towards  improving  the  ftreets  by  new- 
paving  them,  which  it  is  hoped  will  flimulate  to  like  improvements 
through  the  town.  The  principal  manufactures  here,  are,  rum, 
beer,  paper  hangings,  of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  are  ann 
uimlly  made,  loaf  fugar,  cordage,  cards,  fail  cloth,  fpermaceti  and 
tallow  candles,  glafs  j — there  are  thirty  diftilleries,  two  breweries, 
eight  fugar  houfcs,  and  eleven  rope  walks.  A  few  years  may  render 
the  metropolis  of  Maffachufetts  as  famed  for  arts,  manufactures  and 
fommerce,  as  any  city  in  the  United  States. 

'  SALEM. 

This  IS  the  fecond  town  for  fize  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
capital  of  the  county  of  ElTex,  containing  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  houfes,  and  except  Plymouth,  the  oldeft ;  it  was  fettled  in 
1628,  by  Governor  Endicot,  and  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Naum- 
keag.  Here  are  a  meeting  of  Quakers,  an  epifcopal  church  and  five 
congregational  focieties.  The  town  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula, 
farmed  by  two  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea,  called  North  and  South  ri- 
vers. The  former  of  thefe  pafTes  into  Beverly  Harbour,  and  has  a 
draw-bridge  acrofs  it,  built  many  years  ago  at  private  expenfe.— At 
this  place  fome  part  of  the  fliippingof  the  town  is  fitted  out ;  but  the 
principal  harbour  and  place  for  biifinefs  is  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
town,  at  South  river,  if  that  may  be  properly  called  a  river,  which 
depends  on  the  flowing  of  the  fea  for  the  water  it  contains.  So 
llioal  is  this  harbour,  that  vefTels  which  draw  rhore  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water,  muft  be  laden  and  unladen  at  a  diftance  from  the  wrharfs 
by  the  affiftance  of  lighters.  Notwithftanding  this  inconvenience, 
more  navigation  is  owned,  and  more  trade  carried  on  in  Salem  than 
in  any  port  in  the  Commonwealth,  Bofton  excepted.  The  fifliery, 
the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  Europe,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  and  the  freighting  buiinefs  from  the  fouthern  States, 
are  here  all  purfued  with  energy  and  fpirit.  The  enterprize  of 
the  merchants  of  this  place  is  equalled  by  nothing  but  their  indefati- 
gable induftry  and  fevere  economy.  This  latter  virtue  ^orms  a  djf- 
linguifliing  feature  in  the  charader  of  the  people  of  this  town.  Some 
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jperfons  of  rank,  in  former  times,  having  carried  it  to  an  unbe-* 
coming  length,  gave  a  chara6ter  to  the  people  in  general  of  a  diC* 
graceful  parfimony.  But,  whether  this  reproach  was  ever  juftly 
applied  in  io  extenfive  a  meafure  or  not,  nothing  can  be  more  inju- 
rious than  to  continue  it  at  the.  prefect  time;  for  it  may  juftly  be 
faid  of  the  inha^itants  of  Salem  at  this  day,  that,  with  a  laudable  at- 
tention to  the  acquifition  of  property,  they  exhibit  a  public  fpirit 
and  hofpitality,  alike  honourable  to  themfelves  and  their  country.  A 
general  plainnefs  and  neatnefs  in  drefs,  buildings  and  equipage,  and 
a  certain  itillnefs  and  gravity  of  manner,  perhaps  in  fome  degree 
peculiar  to  commercial  people,  dillinguifli  them  from  the  citizens 
of  the  metropolis.  It  is  indeed  to  be  willied  that  the  fober  induilry 
iiere  fo  univerfally  pradlifed,  may  become  more  extenfive  through 
^e  Union,  and  form  the  national  character  of  the  federal  Ame* 
ricans. 

A  court  houfe,  built  in  1786,  at  the  joint  expenfe  of  the  county 
and  town,  forms  a  principal  ornament,  and  is  executed  in  a  ityle  of 
architecture  that  would  add  to  the  elegance  of  any  city  in  the  Union* 
The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  a  term  here  the  fecond  Tuelday 
of  November,  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Seffions,  the  fe* 
cond  Tuefday  of  March  and  September, 

A  manufadory  of  duck  and  fail  cloth  has  been  lately  inftitutcd 
iiere,  and  is  profccuted  with  much  fpirit. 

MARBLEHEAD, 

South-eaft  from  Salem,  and  four  miles  diflance  from  it,  in  the 
fame  county,  lies  INlarblehead,  containing  one  epifcopal,  and  two 
congregational  churches,  beiides  a  fmall  fociety  of  feparatifls.  The 
chief  attention  of  this  town  is  devoted  to  the  bank  lifhery,  and  more 
is  done  in  that  line  than  in  any  port  in  the  government.  The  late 
war  putting  a  total  flop  to  this  bulinefs,  and  valt  numbers  of  the 
men  before  employed  in  it  being  loft  by  land  and  water,  the  peace 
found  thofe  who  furvived  in  circumftances  of  great  diftrefs.  Great 
exertions  were  made  to  revive  the  former  courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  it  is 
lamented  by  every  friend  to  induilry  and  the  profperity  of  the 
country,  that  thefe  exertions  have  not  been  crowned  with  more  fuc- 
cefs  ;  every  thing  here  has  more  and  more  the  fymptoms  of  decay. 
The  great  number  of  widows  and  orphans  caufed  by  the  war,  and 
left  at  the  clofe  of  it  to  the  charge  of  the  town,  are  a  melancholy 
burthen  which  nothing  lefs  than  governmental  aid  can  relieve.    A 
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lottery  has  been  granted  by  the  legiflatiire  for  the  double  pui:pofe  of 
Icfleiiing  the  weight  of  this  burthen,  and  repairing  the  fea  wall,  which 
protcds  the  harbour,  and  which  was  in  imminent  danger  of  giving 
way,  to  the  great  detriment,  if  not  utter  ruin  of  the  port. 

A  pecuharity  obfervable  in  this,  as  well  as  other  fifliing  towns^ 
may  be  worthy  mentioning*  The  Ipring,  fummer,  and  autumn, 
being  entirely  occupied  in  the  laborious  purfuit  of  their  employment, 
leaves  no  time  for  amufement.  In  winter,  every  thing  is  different. 
There  are  few  calls  to  labour,  and  all  are  devoted  to  mirth  and  jol* 
lity,  A  continual  round  of  gaiety  and  diffipation  occupies  the  fiflief- 
man's  time,  until  returning  fpring  calls  him  to  returning  labour'^ 
which  he  then  purfues  as  eagerly  as  he  did  jufl  before  his  aniufe* 
xnents, 

NEWBURY    PORT. 

Newbuiy  Port,  in  ElTex,  originally  part  of  Newbury,  from  which 
its  incorporation  detached  it  in  1 764,  arid  by  v;hich,  and  Merri- 
mack river,  it  is  wholly  encircled,  is  perhaps  the  moft  limited  in  its 
extent  of  land,  of  any  townflsip  in  the  Commonwealth,  containing 
but  about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Here  are  four  houfes  for  pub- 
lic worfliip,  viz.  one  Epifcopalian,  one  Presbyterian,  and  two  Con- 
gregational. It  was  formerly  remarkable  for  the  number  of  veflels 
annually  built  h^re  ;  but  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
this  bulinefs  has  in  a  great  degree  failed,  and  no  manufadure  of  con- 
fequence  has  yet  fupplied  its  place.  The  continental  frigates,  the 
Boston  and  Hancock,  were  built  here,  befides  many  large  privote 
armed  fiiips,  during  the  war.  The  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  is  carried 
on  here  with  much  Ipirit  and  to  great  amount.  Large  quantities  oj^  rum 
^re  diflilledi  which  is  principally  exported  to  the  fouthern  States^ 
^ome  veitelsare  employed  in  the  freighting  bufinefs,  and  a  few  in  the 
fifhery.  In  November,  i790>  there  were  owned  in  this  port  fix 
Ihips,  forty-five  brigantines,  thirty-nine  fchooners,  and  twenty-eight 
floops,  in  the  whole  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy  tons. 
A  term  of  the  courts  of  Comition  Pleas  and  General  Seffions  is  held 
here  on  the  laft  Tuefday  in  September.  ' 

IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich,  by  the  Indians  called  Agawam,  in  the  county  of  EfTex, 
is  thirty-two  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Bofton,  is  divided  into  five  pa-« 
rifixes.  An  excellent  flone  bridge,  acrofs  Ipfwich  river,  compofed 
«f  two  arches,  with  one  folid  pier  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  connects 
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the  two  parts- of  the  town,  and  was  executed  under  the  dlredion  of 
the  late  Honourable  Judge  Choate,  in  a  %Ie  of  ftrength  and  neat- 
nefs  hitherto  unequalled  in  this  country.  This  was  heretofore  a 
place  of  much  more  confideration  than  at  prefent.  Its  decline  is  at- 
tributed to  a  barred  harbour  and  Ihoal  rivers.  Its  natural  fituatioa 
is  very  pleafant,  and  on  all  accounts  excellently  well  calculated  to  be 
a  large  manufadluring  town.  The  fupreme  judicial  court,  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Seffions,  are  held  here  once  in  a  year ; 
and  from  its  central  lituatlon,  appears  to  be  the  moll  convenient 
place,  for  all  the  courts  and  public  offices  of  the  county. 

CHARLESTON. 

Charlefton,  called  by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  Mifhawum,  lies 
north  of  Bofton,  with  which  it  is  connefted  by  Charles  river  bridge, 
and  is  the  principal  town  in  Middlefex  county.  The  town,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  Myftic  river,  on 
the  eaft,  and  a  bay,  fetting  up  from  Charles  river  on  the  weft.  It  is 
very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  health,*  navigation,  trade,  and  ma- 
nufactures of  almoft  all  the  various  kinds.  A  dam  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  which  fets  up  from  Charles  river,  weft  of  the  town, 
would  afford  a  great  number  of  mill  fears  for  manufacturers.  Bunker, 
Breed's,  and  Cobble,  now  Barrel's,  hills,  are  celebrated  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  American  Revolution ;  and  no  lefs  fo  for  the  elegant  and 
delightful  profpefts  which  they  afford  of  Bofton,  and  its  charmingl}/ 
variegated  harbour — of  Cambridge  and  its  colleges,  and  of  an  ex- 
tenlive  trad  of  highly  cultivated  country. 

The  deftrudion  of  this  town  by  the  Britlfli,  in  1775,  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  hiftorical  Iketch  we  have  given  of  the  war.  Before 
its  deftrudtion,  feveral  branches  of  manufactures  were  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  fome  of  which  have  been  fince  revived  ;' particu- 
larly the  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  afli,  rum,  fliips,  leather  in  all 
its  branches,  filver,  tin,  brafs  and  pewter. 

CAMBRIDGE   AND    CONCORD. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  conliderable  inland  towns  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  former  is  four  miles  from  Bofton,  and  is  a  pleafant 
town,  and  the  feat  of  the  uniyerfity.     The  latter  is  nineteen  miles 

*  In  three  years,  ending  1791,  eighty  perfons  died,  nineteen  of  whom  were  upwards 
of  fixty  years  old  j  ten  were  upwards  of  feventy  ;  four  upwards  ©f  eighty,  and  one 
ninety. 
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N.  W.  of  Bofton,  and  is  alfo  a  pleafant,  healthy,  thriving  town. 
The  Provincial  Con grefs  fat  in  Concord  in  1774.,  and  the  general 
court  have  frequently  held  their  feffions  here  when  contagious  difeafe^ 
have  prevailed  in  the  capital.  This  town  is  rendered  famous  in  hif» 
tory  by  its  being  the  place  where  the  firfl  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
,  Britifli  troops,  on  the  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775.  The  public 
buildings  are,  a  congregational  church,  a  fpacious  flone  gaol,  the 
beft  in  New-England,  and  a  county  court  houfe.  The  town  is  ac- 
commodated with  three  handfome  bridges,  one  of  which  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  feet  long,  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  fupported  by  twelve 
piers,  built  after  the  manner  of  Charles  river  bridge  ;  in  1791,  there 
were  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety  inhabitants  in  this  town, 
eighty  of  whom  Were  upwards  of  feventy  years  old.  For  thirteen 
years  paft,  the  average  number  of  deaths  has  been  feventeen,  one  ia 
fourofwhoni  were  feventy  years  old  and  upwardsr  '..    /. 

Plymouth. 

Plymouth,  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  and 
the  capital  of  the  old  colony,  fo  called,  is  forty-two  miles  S.  E.  of 
Bofton^  and  contains  about  three  hundred  hoiifes.  Before  the  war,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  employed  ninety  fail  of  veffels,  chiefly  in  the 
fifliine  bulinefs.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  they  were  moftly 
taken  or  deflroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  their  feameia  captured,  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  indigence.  They  have  fince, 
in  a  great  meafure,  emerged  from  their  diflrelfed  ftate.  The  har. 
bour  is  fpacious,  but  the  water  is  not  deep.  The  town  is  famous 
for  being  the  firil  place  fettled  by  the  pious  anceftors  of  the  New- 
Enghnders,  in  1620. 

WORCESTER. 

Worceffer,  the  fliire  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  is  the 
largeft  inland  town  in  New-England,  and  is  fitu-ated  about  forty* 
,  feven  miles  weftward  of  Boflon.  The  public  buildings  in  this  town, 
are  two  congregatronal  churches,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  ftrong  Hone 
gaol.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  large  inland  trade,  and  manu- 
faxSlure  pot  and  pearl  aili,  qotton  and  linen  goods^  befides  fome 
other  articles. 

Printing,  in  its  various  branches,  *is  carried  on  very  extenfively  in 

this  town,   by  Ifaiah  Thomas,   who,    in  the  year  1791,   carried 

through  his  preffes  two  editions  of  the  Bible,  the  one  the  large  royal 

quarto,  the  firfl:  of  that  kind  publiflled  in  America,  the  other  a  large 

.  3  >  folio. 
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folio,  with  fifty  copper  plates,  befides  feveral  other  books  of  confe- 
quence.  His  printing  apparatus  conlifls  of  ten  printing  prefles, 
with  types  in  proportion  ;  and  he  is  now  making  prepa  ations  for  the 
printing  of  bibles  of  various  fmaller  kinds,  which  will  caule  him  to 
make  a  great  addition  to  his  works,  of  both  prefles  and  types.  This 
printing  apparatus  is  now  the  largell  in  America. 

On  Connecticut  river  in  the  county  of  Hampfliire,  there  are  a 
number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  among  which  are  Springfield  and 
Hadley,  on  the  eafl:  fide  of  the  river ;  Northampton,  Hatfield  and 
Peerfield  on  the  weft.  Courts  are  held  in  all  thefe  places  in  their 
turn,  except  H?itfield.  Springfield  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe  towns, 
having  be,en  fettled  as  early  as  1636.  Its  public  buildings  are  a  con- 
gregational church,  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  military  ftores  of  the  Commonwealth  are  lodged  here,  A  clear 
ineandring  brook  runs  through  the  town  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
adds  much  to  its  beauty  and  pleafantnefs. 

Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  and  Lenox,  are  the  principal 
towns  in  Berkfhire  county,  and  lie  from  forty-five  to  fifty ^miles 
W,  N.  W.  from  Springfield,  Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  other  towns 
in  Maflachufetts  that  are  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  hnprovement,  to  enume- 
rate the  particulars  of  which  would  extend  this  work  far  beyond  th$ 
bounds  propofed^  A  pretty  correft  idea  of  their  raagnitudcTand  im- 
portance will,  however,  be  formed  by  the  following  apcpupt  of 
their  populi^tiDn,  trade,  &c^ 

(POPULATION, 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  &c.  in  this  State,  according  to  the 
f^nftjs  taken  in  1790,  was  a?  follow? ; 
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749 

;    646 
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54 
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Middleborougb, 
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1166 

1050 

2286 

24 

4526 

Pembroke,      .    . 

341 

480 

i    433 

998 

43 

1954 

Carver,       .    .    . 

150 

214 

214 

407 

12 

847 

Plympton,      .    . 

163 

233 

220 

499 

4 

956 

Halifax,     .    .    . 

124 

178 

155 

329 

•  2 

664 

Dux  bo  rough,     . 

258 

378 

322 

744 

10 

1457 

Wareham,      .    . 

135 

202 

.  208 

434 

10 

854 

Hanover,    .    .    . 

184 

268 

^3S 

546 

35 

1084 

Abington,  ,    .    . 

S^^' 

359 

339 

740 

^5 

1454 

Bridgewater, 

830 

125c; 

1123 

2470 

129 

4975 

Scituate,     .    .    . 

521 

i      692 

554 

1545 

65 

2856 

Marlhfield,     .    . 

225 

1      38^ 

j      210 

645 

28 

1269 

Roche  fter,       ,    . 

442 

681 

1     •605 

1304 

54 

2644 

Kingfton,   .    ,    . 

166 

1      261 

j          220 

505 

18 

1004 

4244 

^'73 

■    750c 

1'      6534 

14998 

5<^3 

29535! 
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90 

3804 
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55 
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Barnftaple,     .    . 

481 

631 

623 

1301 

55 

2610 

Falmouth, 

217 

418 

3^5 

816 

38 

1637 

Sandwich, 

263 

460 

469 

1015 

47 

1 99 1 

Yarmouth, 

450 

651 

667 

1327 

33 

2678 

Harwich,    . 

420 

545 

503 

1243 

1 1 

2392 

Eaftham,    . 

311 

426 

431 

974 

3 

1834 

Wellfleet,  . 

210 

301 

252 

02 

2 

1117 

Chatham,  . 

196 

267 

292 

578 

3 

1 140 

Truro,  .    . 

22  1 

324 

279 

586 

4 

1193 

Province  Tov\ 

'n 

95 

142 

99 

211 

2 

454 

Plantation  of 
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n 

^5 

35 

^7 

72 

174 

308 

■ 

1343 

2889 

4200 

4097 

8685 

37^ 

17354 
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DUKES  AND  NANTUCKET  COUNTIES. 
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Edgarton,  .    .    . 
Tiibuiy,     .    .    . 

221 

336 

318 

682 

16 

133=^ 

204 

287 

239 

609 

7 

II42 

Chilmark,       .    . 

^33 

199 

157 

405 

10 

771 

Nantucket 

County,  or 
Town  of          f 

872 

1193 

IOI6 

2301 

110 

4620 

Sherburne,     J 

1 

1013I 

1430 

2015 

1730' 

3997 

H3 

7885 

W^ 

ORC 

:est 

ER    COUNTY. 

Worceiler,      .  ^ 

322 

601 

494 

949 

51 

2095 

Ward,     .    .    . 

74 

128 

118 

227 

■     473 

Gerry,    .    .    . 

120 

178 

182 

379 

I 

740 

Paxton,      ,    . 

108 

140 

139 

271 

8 

^58 

Eoylitone, 

III 

226 

^83 

415 

15 

839 

Shrewlbury,  . 

•156 

269 

209 

473 

12 

96:? 

Achol,     ,    ,    . 

133 

219 

205 

419 

5 

848 

New-Braintree 

124 

254 

188 

483 

14 

939 

Rutland,     .    . 

►  2978 

186 

295 

243 

526 

8 

1072 

Leiceiler,    .    . 

179 

286 

24s 

537 

8 

1076 

Barre,     .    .    . 

^97 

426 

401 

748 

38 

1613 

Peterfliara,     , 

302 

397 

377 

781 

5 

1560 

Holden,      .    . 

204 

278 

267 

532 

1077 

Sutton,   .    .    . 

624 

671 

662 

1297 

12 

2642 

Oakham,    .    . 

112 

191 

197 

383 

1 

772 

Grafton,     .    .  J 

162 

241 

210 

421 

872 

Berhn,    .    .    . 

.      81 

93 

129 

138 

245. 

512 

Hard  wick, 

.    245 

282 

460 

394 

858 

13 

1725 

Dudley,      .    . 

•    159 

183 

267 

278 

557 

12 

1114 

Douglafs,   .    . 

.    165 

200 

267 

264 

548 

1079 

Sturbridge,    . 

.    228 

263 

445 

400 

855 

4 

1704 

Weftern,    .    . 

.    124 

142 

247 

227 

414 

II 

899 

Brookfieid,     . 

.    438 

!     504 

784 

762 

1547 

7 

3100 

Charlton,  .    . 

.    298 

344 

502 

490 

97' 

2 

1965 

Spencer,     .    . 

.    192 

220 

338 

316 

662 

6 

1322 

Oxford,      .    . 

.    148 

165 

272 

236 

487 

5 

1000 

Ux  bridge, 

•    179 

218 

344 

311 

636 

17 

1308 

Mendon,    ,    . 

.    222 

265 

388 

369 

795 

3 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 
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Upton,   .    .    .    . 

126 

155 

211 

199 

394 

29 

833 

Northbridgfi,     . 

«3 

96 

137 

140 

287 

5 

569 

Milford,     .    .    . 

135 

164 

225 

175 

427 

12 

839 

Gardner,    .    .    . 

85 

90 

121 
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33 

39 

S3 

61 

123 

237 
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10 

10 

15 

20 

29 

64 

bridge, 

Lancafter,       .    . 

214 

257 

387 

313 

737 

^3 

1460 

Sterling,     .    .    . 

209 

248 

377 

3^^ 

687 

14 

1428 

Harvard,     .    .    . 

198 

249 

362 

298 

716 

11 

^387 

Lunenbiirgh, 

192 

229 

302 

310 

663 

2 

1277 

Leominfter,    .    . 

166 

190 

3H 

254 

613 

8 

1 189 

Fitchburgh,   .    . 

166 

181 

265 

300 

585 

I 

1151 

Weftminfter, 

177 

^95 

310 

^77 

585 

4 

1176 

Royalfton,      .    . 

166 

192 

275 

282 

571 

2 

1130 

Princeton,      .    . 

144 

159 

258 

251 

504 

3 

1016 

Aftiburnham,     . 

146 

161 

212 

261 

469 

9 

95^ 

Winchendon,     . 

149 

158 

239 

25c 

455 

2 

946 

Templeton,    .    . 

134 

152 

232 

226 

492 

950 

Hubbarfton,  .    . 

138 

1 54 

221 

2^7 

440 

15 

934 

Bolton,   .    .    .    . 

125 

148 

238 

442 

I 

861 
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118 

144 

240 

2:;8 

432 

4 

933 

Southborough,  . 

124 

J54 

205 
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449 

I 
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No  rthbo  rough, 

88 

101 

161 

H^ 

302 

4 
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J2 
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In  the  gore  ad-1 

adjoining          > 

4 

4 

5 

6 

15 

26 

Princetovvn,   J 

8613 
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409 

56807 
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BERKSHIRE  COUNTY,   CONTINUED. 
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158  GENERAL    DESCRlPTfbN 

From  the  foregoing  account  of  the  population  of  this  State,  it  ap^ 
pears  to  its  honour,  that  it  does  not  contain  a  finglc  flave. 

The  population  of  this  State  is  rapidly  on  the  increafe,  and  we 
have  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  were  a  frefh  cenfiis  to  be  taken,  the 
total  amount  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  to  be  near  three 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufand. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

From  a  view  of  the  foregoing  number  of  inhabitants,  it  is  evident 
that  in  cafes  of  emergency,  this  State  can  bring  a  very  large  military 
force  into  adion,  more  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  that  their 
aftive  militia  is  compofed  of  all  the  able-bodied,  white  male  citizens 
from  iTxteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  excepting  officers  of  government, 
and  thofc  who  have  held  commiflions,  &c.  The  whole  is  com- 
pletely armed  and  organized,  and  is  formed  into  nine  divifions,  each 
commanded  by  a  major-general;  nineteen  brigades,  confilling  of  fe- 
venty-nine  regiments  of  infantry  ;  eleven  battalions  of  cavalry,  and 
eight  battalions  of  artillery  ;  together  forming  a  well-regulated  body  of 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  infantry,  two  thoufand  cavalry,  and  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  artillery  men,  with  fixty  pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery. This  active  military  corps  is  afTembled  by  companies  for  dif- 
cipline,  in  their  refpe(5tive  diihi6ts,  four  times  a  year ;  and  once  a 
5-ear  by  regiments  or  brigades ;  at  which  time  they  are  reviewed  and 
infpefted. 

Belides  the  military  flrength  above  mentioned,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  adive  militia  of  the  State,  there  are  enrolled  about 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  from  forty  to  fixty  years  of  age,  who  arc 
obliged  always  to  keep  themfelves  completely  armed  j  and  they  arc 
required,  under  penalty  by  law,  to  exhibit  their  arms  once  a  year  to 
their  rei'pedive  captains,  who  make  returns  thereof.  This  laft  corps 
is  called  the  alarm  lifl:,  and  may  be  properly  diftinguiftied  as  the 
Corps  de  Rcfer-ve  of  the  Commonwealth. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  AND  MANNERS. 
The  religion  of  this  State  or  Commonwealth  is  eftablifhed,  by 
their  excellent  conflitution,  on  a  mofl  liberal  and  tolerant  plan.  All 
perfons  of  whatever  religious  profefHon  or  fentiments,  may  worfliip 
God  agreeably  to  the  didates  of  their  own  confciences,  unmolefled, 
provided  they  do  not  didurb  the  peace. 

The-^ 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  I59 

The  following  ftatement  fhevvs  what  are  the  feveral  religious  de- 
nominations in  this  State,  and  their  proportional  numbers,  agreeable 
to  the  foregoing  cenlus. 


Denomiaations. 

Number  of 

Suppofed  number  of 

Congregations. 

each  denomination. 

Congregationalifts, 

.     •      400 

287,600 

Baptias, 

.            .            84          . 

63,296 

Epifcopalians, 

16 

14,104 

Friends  or  Quakers, 

10 

7.940 

Prelbyterians, 

4 

3>1^i 

I^niverfalifts, 

2 

1,388 

Roman  Catholics, 

1 

694 

Total  517  378,787 

In  this  flatement,  it  Is  fuppofed  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  State 
confider  themfelves  as  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  religious 
denominations  mentioned. 

Although  this  may  not  be  an  exaSk  apportionment  of  the  different 
fefts,  yet  it  is  perhaps  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  fubje6t  will 
allow,  and  fiifficient  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  proportion  whicij 
the  feveral  denominations  bear  to  each  other. 

The  number  of  congregational  churches  in  1749)  was  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

In  1760,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State  was  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  kcts  was  then  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

Seifls.  Congregations.        Suppofed  number  of 

foulsof  each  fc6l. 

Congregationalifts,          ,          .  306  .  225,426 

Friends  meetings,         .          ,  22  .  16,192 

Baptifts,        ....  20  .  ?4>723 

Epifcopalians,         ...  13  .  9>568 

Prclbyterians,         ...  4  •  *j944 


Total  365  268,8:;o 

The  character  and  manners  of  the  people  of  this  State  are,   as  has 
been  dtfcribed  in  the  general  account  of  New-England.* 


*  See  p:\5cs  13  to  17. 
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l6o  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

C^OMMEl^CE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  follovylng  abftraft  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  cx« 
ported  from  this  State,  from  the  firft  of  Odober,  1790,  to  the  31ft 
of  September,  1791,  will  give  the  belt  idea  of  the  articles  of  export 
from  this  State, 


EXPORTS  /r<?;«  Massachusetts,  from  t 

OHclcr  I,  1 

790,  to  Se^ 

temher  31,   1791. 

Alh,  Pot 

7S3 

tons 

,  Pearl 

^»i59 

do. 

Apples                 .              '   • 

I5131 

brrls. 

Bricks 

33o>2So 

Smith's  bellows 

2 

pairs 

Boats 

75 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter, 

15^532 

gal. 

Boots 

339 

pairs 

Brimflone 

3,280 

lbs. 

Blacking  or  Lampblack, 

158 

kegs 

Cider                . 

292 

brrls. 

310 

doz. 

Chalk 

10 

tons 

Cotton            .                 . 

13^371 

lbs. 

Coffee 

68,044. 

do. 

Cocoa 

2,804 

do. 

Chocolate 

331 

boxes 

CVa!«^/£j— Myrtle 

348 

do. 

Wax 

169 

do. 

,  -^^ Tallow 

1,106 

do. 

.Cables  and  cordage 

.    3^ 

tons 

18 

cwt. 

coils 

Copper-'-QXQ ' 

cwt. 

Manufaflured           .             • 

■     do. 

Coals             . 

i,S43 

bufhels 

Cranberries                .                -    • 

688 

do. 

^-.-Canes  and  walking-fticks 

96 

Cards,  cotton  and  wool 

25 

.    dox. 

(^ches,  chaifes,  phaetons,                * 

^    : 

Cards 
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Carts  and  waggons 

4 

Bucli,  Ainjerican 

«              -i 

a88 

bolts 

l)ru£s — Glauber  Salts 

•              • 

1,120 

lbs. 

Saflafras  root 

•              • 

J.     ^7 

tons 

Eartben-v^are-^Y tWovfy  or 

•  queen's 

92 

crates 

Stone 

•                 • 

25 

doz. 

Plaxfeed 

•             • 

6,0^6 

hhds/ 

Flax 

« 

fti70o 

lbs. 

Feathers                * 

• 

100 

dok 

Flints                 . 

, 

40,000 

Frames  ^/^Boats 

*              • 

10 

k 

v.     ^1 

•  ' 

« 

36  • 

HoufehoU  furniture — 

< 

Tables 

•                      • 

37 

Defks 

• 

*3 

:, 

Bureaus 

*             .       .  » 

'^ 

J-"' 

Sophas 

* 

5 

^ 

Chefts 

• 

:k)S 

1 

Windfor  and  rulh  chairs             ♦ 

54 

i^i/^mVj— Fifh  dried 

. 

326,560 

cwt. 

Ditto  pickled 

• 

20,177 

brrls» 

Oil,  Whale 

# 

270,810 

gah 

Oil,  Spermaceti 

* 

70,266 

do. 

Spermaceti  Candles 

• 

2,927 

boxei 

Whalebone            ■, 

« 

85,161 

lbs. 

Genfing 

*                      * 

.3><39^ 

do. 

Grindftones 

i 

104 

Glafs—^zxt 

k                       i. 

21 

ci-atei 

Window 

, 

i3 

boxei 

Gr^rmVj— GafTia  and  cinnamon 

4,178 

lbs. 

Pimento 

• 

5»55i 

do. 

Pepper                ♦ 

« 

92 

do. 

Brown  fugar            * 

• 

3*904 

da. 

Raifins                » 

P                • 

xoo 

do. 

Grain  and  pulfe-^ 

.  .  '  V/h«at 

*                       • 

5* 

hufli* 

Rye 

• 

2,350 

dg. 

Barley            , 

*                       • 

32 

do. 

,:V©L.n. 

Y 

Exports 

v6^ 
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l^x^fjoKTs  from  Massachusetts^ 
Griiiifi  tf«<r^«^— Indian  com  • 

,.-.-,  Oats.  •  • 

^  Peas  and  beans  •  * 

Horns  and  horntips  *  * 

Sats        ^  :f; -^.^  *  * 

K&gr        -!  •  "  * 

Irot^-'wrou^ht'-^h'^ti  •  • 

■    Scythes  •  « 

Locks  and  bolts  •  * 

Shovels  *  • 

Skimmers  and  ladles  • 

Anchors  #  • 

Mirfk^fs  ^  «  • 

Cutlaifes 

Knives  and  forks  •  « 

Chcfts  of  carpenter's  tooh 

Jrtf«<tf;?^Fots,  kctths,  &cr  r 

CanAGir  .  • 

Shot  for  cannon'  •  • 

frm  the  /^«— Pi^  ft  • 

Bar  * 

',   Nail^rods  •  *  ' 

Hoops  .  »'  • 

Indigo  r  •  • 

Leather,  tanned  and  drefled 


Lime         ^  «^ 
Shot  ^  5 

Live  Jock. 

Jforned  cattle 
r. ,    Horfes    * 
J    Sheep^v 

;,j^    Poultry-.    ,      . 
irferchandize,  foreign 
^{olaifes  • 

Bklillftones 
Muilard  * 


ION 

continued. 

69,064 

liurti. 

447 

do.' 

3»74^ 

do. 

7i,28t 

37^     ' 

650 

ll>3. 

63 

tons^ 

66z 

48 

a, 000 

247 

15 

pr. 

66 

60 

7* 

240 

4 

702; 

2^ 

1,000 

'734 

toi^ 

36.11 

5  do. 

r 

do.i 

I 

do. 

I,23« 

lbs. 

1,240 

do. 

19 

fides 

^^ 

buffi. 

aV553 

lbs. 

■'..,;^5«: 

• 

3*^ 

^m^.< 

^^%r. 

i 

>  ..:^. 

daz. 

^79 

packages 

•    ri,42i 

gat. 

^'^40' 

7»o 

lbs. 

£xp«KTi 
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Exports /row  Massachusetts,  contmufd. 
Madder     ^        ,  •  . 

Nails      ".    ''•  •  '•■  , 

Na^keeas  ,  •  • 

Nuts  •  , 

Na'valfiores — ^Pitch  •        »     . 

Tar  •  .  • 

Turpentine  » 

Roiin  •  •  • 

Oil,  Linfeed  •  • 

Powder,  G»n  • 

•^ Hair  .  » 

Pomatum  •  »  i 

Paints  •  .  *i 

Flour  •  . 

Ship  ftufF  , 

Indian  meal  •  • 

Rye  ditto  •  , 

Breajd  • 

Beef 
Pork 

Crackers  • 

Hams  and  bacon        # 
Venifon  and  mutton  hams        « 
Cheefe  •  • 

J^ard  •  •  , 

Butter  ,  p 

Saufages  •  • 

Frcihbeef  p  • 

—  pork  ,  p^ 

Carcafes  of  mutton  p 

Neats  tongues  •  f 

Oyfters,  pickled  «  % 

Potatoes  •  • 

Onions  •  • 

<^/nVj-<-Rum,  America^  • 

,  WcftlncUgA 

Brandy  •  •  , 
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J^  a;  .. 


y  a 


1^3^ 

lbs. 

ftoioofij 

;^'^ 

3>594 

'    pieces 

692 

bulh. 

5P 

brrJU. 

2,824 

do. 

4,a66 

do. 

US 

do. 

90 

gal. 

I3,«I4 

lbs. 

166 

do. 

AS 

do. 

840 

do. 

810 

ticrcca 

ar,ft36 

lbs. 

214 

do. 

7,000 

bibs. 

'  25* 

^   do. 

£,285 

do. 

30,499 

do. 

3»i74 

do. 

1,812 

kegs 

36,946 

lbs. 

200 

do. 

a3»iSS 

do. 

4,860 

do. 

3»873 

firkins 

250 

bibs. 

92,269 

do. 

?9»334 

do» 

561 

154 

lbs. 

fti4 

^CgB 

3»8o8 

buftj. 

S»497 

do. 

»98»3S7 

gal. 

«»734 

do^ 

288 

do. 

*»^^3 

cafes 

BxrosLTt 
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Exports /nj/«  Massacjhusettj,  continued. 


Spirits — Cordials               .             '     ,     • 

69        caftf 

hadlery — Saddles  and  bridles           '  , 

70 

Carriage  harnefs            .              , 

14        fcts 

Shoe§ 

3,400        pairs 

^"^^^            "v.f 

479        boxes 

SnufF 

1,939        lbs. 

Steel 

27    _    bundles 

Spruce,  ElTence  of             ' .    '      ,    . 

31     '    cafes 

Salt                .                 , 

3,647         bufti. 

Seeds,  Hay    •* 

60        lbs. 

^kins  andfuri^-*. 

Morocco                 .                   , 

i3» 

Calf  i^  hair            .                 , 

290 

Deer  and  moofe        •             . 

962 

Bears,  &c. 

H 

Deer  anji  o|her  Ikins  unknown 

r  hhds.  cafks, 
^            S^  \  packages 

Tobacco                ,                  . 

1,190        hhds. 

Ditto,  manufedured            ,             ; 

71,108        lbs, 

Tallow            ,             ,               , 

275,641         do. 

T(\nne             .               .                 . 

1,900        cwt. 

Tow  cloth            ,             ,                , 

4,548        yards 

Toys  for  children            ,             • 

i2{      doz. 

Tin  manufa6lured            .           '      ^' 

• '■    ■       14        do. 

Tr^j—Bohea 

6f      chefls 

Souchong                . 

io8|      do. 

Green                .                  .    ^  * 

178        do. 

Hyfon     '       ,     '       i         ♦   # 

6»8f        do. 

Vinegar            .                 , 

9^,t>^        gaU 

^Tincs — Madeira                ,             , 

4,622        do;           , 

'         Other  wines          -<  '■■■■■  '  ■  :^" '\ 

'y'^'^q^i:  ^6^:^' 

■■         Bottled                .  ^    -  :  ^  :i.^  .- 

V-  vH^'  i'^d'^j  vdo2«''i.>^> 

^' Wax,  Bee?            '    ^     :   ..rV-rA^     i?" 

y-^-^9^)f-^-^2':''in 

■  ^.^— -Myrtle        ■.;:;■,■  i:/r^vt  hni  \ 

':M^^t^9^^'.d40,^r^-^ 

^  '-^hips^' ■ '        ,            .     ■  ■■'>'   ;  !i  ^ 

r:u  jh-k^-'oi  ^-7n;-;-:. 

fTooJ — Staves  and  headings        *     '   " 

5,456,0415^2^  m-K^uft4 

irq:^^  ioshiiigles  ^  ■.     .  ■    .        ■-.  V'^ri'i- 

12,525,60057^!:^  ^id^' 

ri^;>n}  Shboks  and  caflis       '  .>\':^-^.,^- 

29,895 

■"'  "       Laths               1                i^ 

^S^S^o 

■^    '• 

fiX?p^T§ 

OF    MASSACHUSETTS,    r  1 65 

Exports /ro^  Massachusetts, ^co;f//«i«•/.  t 


WooJ^Hoops  and  hop-poles 

S^h7(>^ 

■  -  V^  --':. 

Mafts                  .                    V-- 

219 

•  ^t,'^. 

Bowfprits 

4Z 

Booms                 .  \ 

74. 

'    -.'crfS- 

Spars 

3»243 

■:Lr?. 

Handfpikes 

13,126 

:■.     ..^ 

Pumps 

23 

Boxes  and  brakes            .             • 

5^ 

Blocks 

5,l6» 

Gars  and  rafters 

33,920     . 

Trunnels 

35^905 

Cedar  and  oak  knees            • 

1,051 

Carvings             ,              ,              , 

'3 

^">, 

Anchor-ilocks                 , 

37S 

Oak  boards  and  planks 

568,s6i; 

feet 

Pine  boards  and  planks,                21,136,101 

<ia. 

Other  do. 

3»448,369 

do. 

Scantling 

516,681 

, ,.  .^;,-v7 

Oak  and  pine  timber              , 

68,238 

Oak  and  pine  do. 

13^3^6 

tons 

Oak  pine 

6,436 

pieces 

Oak,  pifie,  and  hickory 

494 

cords 

Oak  bark 

13 

do. 

Oak  ditto  groimd            .             , 

6 

hhds. 

Maft  hoops 

no 

doz. 

Yokes  for  oxen 

96 

Pefides  a  variety  of  fmaller  articles. 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  ]       Dolls. 

Ct 

exported  in  the  above-mentioned  year 

JM45>975-   S3 

It  muft  be  noted,  that  the  foregoing  abftraft  comprehends  thofe  ar- 
ticles only  which  were-  exported  to  foreign  ports  ;  the  domeftic  trade 
is  not  taken  into  the  account.  Shoes,  cards,  hats,  faddlery,  and  va- 
rious other  manufadtures,  and  feveral  articles  of  produce  of  the 
country,  to  a  great  amount,  were  the  fame  year  exported  to  the 
fouthern  States. 

This  State  owns  more  than  three  times  as  many  tons  of  lliipping 
as  any  other  of  the  States,  and  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  whole 

thai: 
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that  belongs  to  the  United  States.*  At  this  period  upwards  of  thirty- 
five  thoufand  tons  are  employed  in  carrying  on  the  fiflieries ;  fifty-fix 
thoufand  in  the  coafting  bufinefs,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fixty  in  trading  with  almoft  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Pot  and  pearl  afhes,  ftaves,  fiax-feed,  bees-wax,  &c.  arc 
carried  chiefly  to  Great-Britain,  in  remittance  for  their  manufactures; 
jnafts  and  provifions  to  the  Eaft-Indies ;  fifh,  oil,  beef,  pork,  lumber, 
candles,  &c.  are  carried  to  the  Well-Indies,  for  their  produce  j  and 
the  two  firft  articles,  filli  and  oil,  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  ; 
roots,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  fmall  meats,  to  Nova-Scotia  and  New- 
BrunfwicU ;  hats,  -  faddlery,  cabinet-work,  men's  and  woraen^g 
flioes,  nails,  tow-cloth,  barley,  hops,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  to  the 
fouthern' States,  The  Negro  trade  was  prohibited  by  law  in  1778, 
and  there  is  not,  as  before  obferved,  a  {mgU JIave  belonging  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

With  regard  to  manufactures,  if  we  except  printing  types,  flond 
wares,  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine,  and  wine,  moft,  if  not  all  the  other 
articles  enumerated  in  the  preceding  pages,  are  manufactured  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  in  this  State,  There  is  a  duck  manufactory  at 
Eofton,  from  which  more  than  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  bolts,  of 
forty  yirds  each,  faid  to  be  the  belt  duck  ever  before  feen  in  Ame- 
rica, have  been  fold  in  one  year.  Manufactories  of  this  kind  have 
been  begun  in  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  Springfield,  and  are  in  a  pro- 
mifing  way.  Manufactories  of  cotton  goods  have  been  eftablifhed  at 
Beverley  and  Worcefter ;  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  patriotic  cha- 
racters who  began  them ;  although  by  their  perfevering  exertions, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  furmount  the  various  obltacles  in  the  way 
of  fuccefs.  At  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  Middlcborough,  and  fome 
other  places,  nails  have  been  made  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  prevent, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  importation^ them  from  Britain.  In  this  State 
there  are  thirteen  paper  mills,  five  on  Neponfet  river,  five  on  Charles 
^iver,"  one  at  Andover,  on  Shawiheen  river,  one  at  Springfield,  and 
the  other  at  Sutton,  in  Worcefter  county.  Ten  of  tliefe  mills  have 
two  vats  each,  and  when  in  aCtion,  employ  ten  men,  and  as  many 
girls  and  boys,  and  produce  at  the  rate  of  fixty  thoufand  reams  of 
writing,' printing,  and  wrapping,  paper,  annually.  It  is  eftimated 
that  twenty  thoufand  pounds  worth  'of  paper  is  yearly  made  by 
thcffe  milh  ;  ^ftd  the  quantity  and  quality  is  annually  and  rapidly  in- 

U^--'    ^    ...:^ui  :'iu:i!H.    ■*■  Sec-page:^;*),  v©1.  V^:-  ^^2:5  ^:    .-vcoi.:-'' 
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The  principal  card  manufactory  is  in  Bofton,  and  belongs  to  Mr, 
Giles  Richards,  and  Co.  in  which  are  made  yearly  about  feven  thou- 
(and  dozen  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  of  the  various  kinds  or  num- 
bers, which  confume  about  a  hundred  caflcs  of  wire,  averaged  at 
thirty  pounds  a  cafk,  and  about  twenty  thoufand  tanned  calf,  fliecp, 
and  Jamb  Ikins,  at  two  fliillings  each.  The  fticking  of  thefe  cards 
employs  not  lefs  than  one  thoufand  people,  chiefly  children,  and 
about  fixty  men  are  fully  occupied  in  manufafturing  card  boards,  card 
tacks,  and  finifhing  the  cards.  It  is  eftimated  that  about  two 
thoufand  dozen  cards  arc  made  at  the  other  manufadories  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State. 

There  is  a  flioe  manufa<51:ory  at  Lynn,  eight  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  B«fton,  in  the  county  of  Eflex.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
number  of  flioes  annually  made  by  the  induftrious  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  but  it  has  been  eftimated  by  thofe  moll  competent  to  form 
an  accurate  judgment,  that,  befides  the  home  confumption,  and  the 
large  numbers  fent  every  week  to  Boflon  and  other  places,  feveral 
hundred  thoufand  pair  are  fliipped  to  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States.  One  man,  Mr.  B.  Johnfon,  from  his  own  Workfliop,  ia 
the  courfe  of  feven  months,  fhipped  twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pair  of  fhoes,  valued  at  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy^ 
nine  pounds  fix  fhillings,  exclufive  of  large  numbers  fold  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

Silk  and  thread  lace,  of  an  elegant  texture^  are  manufa<ftured  by 
u^omen  and  children,  in  large  quantities,  in  the  town  of  Ipfwich,  in 
EfTex  count}-,  and  fold  for  home  confumption  and  exportation  in 
Boflon,  and  other  mercantile  towns.  This  m^nufaClor)',  if  properly 
regulated  and  encouraged,  might  be  produiSlive  of  great  and  cxten- 
five  advantages.  In  the  year  1790,  no  lefs  than  forty-one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-nine  yards  were  made  in  this  town  ; 
and  the  quantity^  it  is  fuppofed,  has  iince  been  confiderably  increafed. 

A  wire  manufactory  has  lately  been  eredled  at  a  confiderable  cx- 
pence  in  Dedham,  in  Suffolk  county,  for  the  piirpofe  of  drawing 
wire  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifli-hook  and  card  manufacturers  in  Bofton- 
Tbe  elTays  which  have  already  been  made  promife  fuccefs. 

There  are  feveral  fnufl^  oil,  chocolate,  and  powder  mills  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State ;  and  a  number  of  iron  works  and  flitting 
mills.  Thofe  in  the  towns  of  Middleborough,  Bridgwater,  Taun- 
ton, Attleborough,  Stoughton,  and  that  neighbourhood,  which,  in 
confequenee  of  the  great  quantity  of  iron  ore  found  in  that  diflriCt, 

are 
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are  become  the  feat  of, the  iron^manufficSures,  are  faid  to  flit  annually 
fi^  hun4j'e4^on3  i  .ai;idcu3e,cpippaQ^^  lately  been  formed  which 
will  annually  manufadure  into  nails  of  a  quality  equal  to  thofe  e^r 
ported  froi>t  E^urppc,.-iiYp  hundred  ;tons— The  number  of  fpikes  and 
naiUi.p\a^e.  ij^  thi^.  State  is  alitioft  treble  the -quantity  madp, 
in  1788,  and  is.fdll  increafing  ;  and  from  the  great  abundance  of  th^ 
raw  materials,  will, probably  foon  precluc'e  all  foreign  fupply,  if  not 
becom^e  an  article  of  ex|x>rt.  Befi-des  thefe  there  are  other  mills,  in 
comraon  ufe,  in  great  abundance,  for  favring  lumber,  grinding  grain, 
fulling  cloth,  &c,  ,      ; 

There  are  fixty-two  diftillerles  in  this  State,  employed  in  difiilling 
Com  foreign  materials,  in  thefe  diftiUeries  are  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  llills,  which  together  contain  one  hundred  and  two  thou*, 
fand  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  gallons.  Befides  thefe,  there  are 
twelve  cqpntry  itiils  employed  in  diftilling  domeilic  materials;  but 
thefe  are  fiDall,  and  tl>e,  moft  of  them  very  lately  erected.  One  mij^ 
lion  nine  hundred  thoufand  gallons  have  been  diftilled  in  one  year, 
which,  at  a  duty  of  eleven  cents  a  gallon,  yields  a  revenue  to  the 
government  of  two  hundred  nine  thoufand  dollars.      ,         , 

A  brick  pyramidical  glafs-houfe  was  ereded  in  Bofton  by  a  com* 
pany  of  gentlemen  in  1789;  but  for  want  of  workmen  fkilltidin  the 
bufmels,  their  works  were  not  put  in  operation  efFedually  till  No* 
vember  1792;  and  although  feveral  of  the  firft  effays  or  meltings 
proved  unfuccelsful,  later  elfays  give  the  fuUeft  ground  tQ^  believe 
that  thi^4V(2ry^  in^portant  manufacture  may  be  profecuted  to.  thf  ^d*. 
vantage  of  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
public.  From  the .  fpecimens  of  glafs  exhibited,  it. appears  to  be  of 
the  bed  quality  for  clearnefs  and  goodnefs ;  and  as  there,  is  an  abun-. 
dance  of  the  materials  for  this  manufadure  at  command,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  of  its  being  carried  to  fuch  an  extent,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  as  to  preclude  foreign  importations,  which  will,  make  a 
vaft  faving  to  America  hi  general,  and  to  this  State  in  pai'ticular. 
Every  friend  tothe*Uaiced  States  mufl  wifli  that  the  patrioticcorapany 
which  havcveilablillied  this  maqufadure,  may  meet^witKfuch  fuccefs 
as  to  have  their  expenfes  reimburfed,  whi^h  have  already  exceeded 
the  fum  of  fixteen  tlioufand  dollars, .  c^  ,11^? 

Gonn^fted .  with  -the . commerce  and  manufadures,  .are  thji  banks 
eftabliflied  in  oliis  .State ;.  we  have  ahready  noticed  the  utility  of  thefe  ^ 
^^W^iments,  we  fliall  therefore  only  briefly  mention  them  heye. 

3  :  '      There- 
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There  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  Cdmmonweahh,  of 
which  the  Branch  Bank  in  Bofton,  which  is  a  part  of  the  National 
Bank,  is  one. 

The  Maffachufetts  Bank  in  Bofton  was  incorporated  in  1784.  It 
was  defigned  as  a  public  benefit,  and  more  particularly  to  accommo- 
date the  mercantile  intercl'U  Its  prefent  capital  confifts  of  eight  hun- 
red  ftiares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  making  in  all  four  hnn» 
dred  thoufand  dollars.  It  is  kept  open  every  day  in  the  year,  except 
public  days.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  nine  directors 
is  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  January. 

EfTex  Bank,  at  Salem,  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  is  under  the 
management  of  a  prefident  and  fix  directors. 

Union  Bank,  in  Bofton,  was  alfo  incorporated  in  1792,  and  has  a 
prefident  and  eleven  diredors.  Its  capital  confifts  of  one  hundred 
Thoufand  fliares,  of  eight  dollars  each,  fo  that  when  the  payment  of  the 
fliares  ftiall  be  completed,  the  whole  ftock  will  amount  to  eight  hun- 
<Jred  thoufand  dollars. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 
'^  Among  the  foremoft  of  thefe,  we  muft  confider  thofc  that  refped 
navigation ;  in  this  clafs  we  muft  reckon  the  ereftion  of 

]{'  CiCHT   HOUSES. 

Thefe  within  this  State  are  as  follow :  on  Plum-Ifland,  near 
Newbury,  are  two,  which  we  have  already  mentioned :  on  Thatcher's- 
Ifland,  off  Cape  Ann,  two  lights  of  equal  height ;  another  ftands 
on  a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Bofton  harbour,  with 
one  fingle  light :  on  the  north  point  of  Plymouth  harbour  are  two 
lights :  on  a  point  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  on  the  illand  of 
Nantucket,  is  one  with  a  fingle  light ;  this  light  may  be  feen  as  far 
as  Nantucket  flioals  extend  j  the  ifland  being  low,  the  light  appears 

N<?xt  td  thefe  we  muft  rank  thofe  which  add  to  the  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  operate  to  jhi^  advantage  of  <^mmerce ;  fuch 

BRIDGES   AlJDf  CANALS. 

;  The  bridges  that  merit  notice  in  this  State  are  the  following,  viz. 
Charles  river  bridge,  built  in  1786-7,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
three  feet  Ipng,  and  conne<Sling  Bofton  and  Charlefton.  It  is  built  on 
feventy-five  piers,  with  a  coavenient  draw  in  the  npidcSe^  for  the 
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palTage  of  vefTels.  Each  pier  is  compofed  of  feven  flicks  of  oak 
timber,  united  by  a  cap  piece,  flrotig  braces  and  girts,  and  after- 
wards driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  firmly  fecured  by  a  fingle 
prle  on  each  fide,  di*iven  obliquely  to  a  folid  bottom.  The  piers  are 
connected  to  each  other  by  large  ftring  pieces,  which  are  covered 
with  four  inch  plank.  The  bridge  is  forty-three  feet  in  width,  and 
on  each  fide  is  accommodated  with  a  pafiage  fix  feet  wide,  railed  in  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people  on  foot.  The  bridge  has  a  gradual  rife  from 
each  end,  fo  as  to  be  two  feet  higher  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ex- 
tremities. Forty  elegant  lamps  are  ere£led,  at  a  fuitable  diftance 
from  each  other,  to  illuminate  it  when  necefl^ary.  There  are  four 
llrong  ftone  wharfs  connefted  with  it,  and  fupported  by  three  piers 
each,  funk  in  the  river.  The  machinery  of  the  draw  is  fimple,  and 
requires  but  two  men  to  raife  it.  At  the  highefl:  tides  the  water  rifes 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet ;  the  floor  of  the  bridge  is  then  about  four 
feet  above  the  water.  The  depth  of  the  water  in  the  channel  at  low- 
tide  is  twenty -feven  feet.  This  bridge  was  completed  in  thirteen 
months ;  and  while  it  exhibits  the  greateft  effect  of  private  enter- 
prize  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  the  firft  bridge  of 
confidera:ble  magnitude  that  has  been  ere6ted,  prefents  a  mofl 
plealing  proof,  how  certainly  objeds  of  magnitude  may  be  attained' 
by  fpirited  exertions. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  experinient  led  others  to  engage  in 
fimilar  works  of  enterprize.  Maiden  bridge  acrofs  Myftic  river,  con- 
nefting  Charlefton  with  Maiden,  was  begun  in  April  1787,  and  was 
opened  for  pafl^engers  the  September  following.  This  bridge,  in- 
cluding the  abutments,  is  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
Ibng,  and  thirty-two  feet  wide,'  it  has  a  draw  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
deepeft  water  at  full  tide  is  twenty-three  feet.  The  expenfe  of  this 
bridge  was  eftimated  at  five  thoufand  three  hundred  poimds. 

ElFex  bridge,  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  in  length, 
with  a  well-contrived  draw,  was  erected  in  1789,  and  conne<5ts  Sa- 
lem with  Beverley.  The  expenfe  of  this  bridge  is  faid  not  to  have 
exceeded  one  third  part  of  thsk  of  Charles  river  bridge,  yet  it  is  ef- 
teemed  quite  equal  in  flrength,  and  is  thought  by  travellers  to  be^ 
fnperior  in  point  of  beauty.        '■'  ^  ■;•.•-' 

In  Rowky,  on  the  pofl:  road'feetwetfn'Bollon^and  i^e\Sfeufyp6rf^  is 
a:  bridge  acrofs  Parker's  river,  cigHt  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long, 
and  twenty-fix  feet  wide,  confifting  of  nine  folid  piers,  and  eight 
wooden  arches.'    This  bridge  was  built  in  the  year  1758. 

A  bridge 
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A  bridge  over  Merrimack  river,  in  the  county  of  ElTex,  about  two 
miles  above  Nevburyport^  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  completed.  At 
the  place  where  this  bridge  is  ere<^ed,  an  iiland  divides  the  river  into 
two  branches.  An  arch  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  diameter,  and 
forty  feet  above  the  level  o^  high  water,  conneds  this  ifland  with  the 
main  on  one  fide ;  the  chani^l  on  the  other  fide  is  wider,  but  the 
center  arch  is  but  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  diameter.  Greater  in- 
genuity is  difcovered  in  the  conftru6llon  of  this  bridge,  than  in  any 
that  have  hitrierto  been  built;  and  it  is  one  among  the  vail  number 
of  flupendous  and  ufeful  works  which  owe  their  origin  to  that  confi- 
dence between  man  and  man,  which  has  been  created  or  rellored  by 
the  meafures  of  the  general  government. 

Another  ingenioufly  conftru^ted  bridge  has  lately  been  completed 
over  this  river  at  Pautucket  Falls,  be  ween  Chelmsford  and  Dracut, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Thefe  bridges  are  all  fupported  by  a 
toll. 

Several  other  bridges  are  contemplated  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  and  one  is  actually  begun,  and  coaiiderable  progrefs  made  in 
it,  which,  when  completed,  will  corfUed:  the  weft  part  of  Boflon 
with  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  and  will  be  more  than  twice  as 
long,  and  attended  with  nearly  twice  ihe  expenfe  of  any  other  that  has 
yet  been  biiilt  in  this  or  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

The  legiflature,  in  February  1792,  were  petitioned  by  a  company 
for  liberty  to  build  a  bridge  over  Connecticut  river,  at  Montague; 
which  was  granted. 

The  only  canals  of  importance  which  have  been  contemplated  in 
this  Commonwealth,  are  one  between  Barnftable  and  Buzzard's  Bay, 
and  thofe  necefTary  to  render  Connecticut  river  navigable,  both  of 
which  we  have  mentioned,  and  one  which  fhall  open  a  communica- 
tion between  the  town  of  Boilon  and  fome  part  of  Conncdicut 
river,  for  which  purpofe  General  Knox  and  others  were  incorpo- 
rated in  1792,  by  the  name  of  "  The  proprietors  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  canal. 

.^  Great  improvements  have  alfo  of  late  been  made  in  feveral  manu- 
faduring  machines,  by  which  thofe  fpecies  of  manufacture  in  which 
they  are  employed  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the  execution,  and 
fewer  hands  required.  But  the  moft  ingenious  improvement  or  in- 
vention^ and  which  moft  deferves  notice,  is  a  complete  and  elegant 
.Planetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  conftruCted  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Pope, 
X)i  Bofton,  ^This  is  entirely  a  work  of  original  genius  and  afliduous 
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■  §ppli<jation,  as  Mr.  Pope  never  faw  a  machine  of  the  kind  tilMiij 
•  Qjviiri^^  cQuspleted.  It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  flrength  of  mind^ 
ia§wi;r©3iUy  does-  hiili  much  honour,  both  a»  a  philofopher  and  a  me*i 
.eliai;ii<Jr  Thismachihe  has  been  purchafed  for  the  Univerfity  at 
Cambridgej  and  is  a  very  ufeful  ai^d  ornfamental  addition  tot^the" 
philoibplucal  apparatus.  .^^ -^    'Jo»--:K!d    vi.-^:^-^    ■■iV 

jUi f^ 3  toi  -iti'^htH'!*  ?:,     '  .  ^  :'.)'''t   ^c^ct  Jiio.:..:.  1- 

10)  .41. -t  ^S}   ■  NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 

In  the  north  part  of  the  townfliip  of  Adams,  in  Bcrkfliir e  county, 
i|K5tJ  Wf  ra*4nile  from  Stamford,  in  Vermont,  is  a  natural  curiofity 
which  merits  a  defcription.     A  mill  ftream,  called  Hudfon's  Brook, 
jivhichrifes  in  Vermont,  and  falls  into  the  north  branch  of  Hoofuck 
iTwer*  has,  for  thirty  or  forty  rods,    formed  a  very  deep,  channel 
through  a  quarry  of  white  marble.     The  hill,  gradually  defcending 
towai'dsthe  fouth,  terminates  .in  a  fteep  precipice,  down  which  pro- 
bably the  water  once  tumbled.     But  finding  in  fome  places  a  natural 
chafm  in  the  rocks,  and  in  others  wearing  them  away,  as  is  evident 
,fr<xm  their  appearance,  it  has  formed  a  channel  which  in  fome  places 
i9;roorc  than  lixty  feet  deep.     Over  this  channel,    where  deepefl:, 
fome  of  the  rocks  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.     From  the  top 
apf^this.  bridge  to  the  water  it  is  fixty-two  f^et ;  its  length  is  about 
twelve  or  fifteen,  and  its  breadth  about  tens,: '  Partly   under  this 
bridge,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  it,  is  another,  which  is 
^i/fcr,  but  not  fo  long  ;  for  at  the  eaft  end  they  form  one  body  of 
rocj^  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  and  under  this  the  water  flows. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  the  rocks,  that  the  water  ir^ 
fome  places  formerly  flowed  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  its  prefent  be^d. 
Many  cavities,  of  different  figures  and  dimenfions,    but  generally 
circular,  are  worn  out  in  the  rocks.    One  of  thefe,  in  the  folid  roc  , 
is  about  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep;  the  rock  iji 
on  one  fide  worn  through  at   the    bottom.      A  little   above  the 
bridge,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  chafm,  is  a  cave  or  little  room,  .whieh 
has  a  convenient  entrance  at  the  north,    and  a  paflTagcout  at  the 
eafl:.     From  the  wefi:  fide  of  this  cave  a  chafm  extends  into  the  hill, 
but  foon  becomes  too  narrow  to  pa-fs.    The  rocks  here  which  are 
wtnoflly  white,  though  in  fome  places  clouded  or  llreaked  with  other 
'?  colours,    appear    to  be  of  that  fpecies  of   coarfe   white    marble 
i 'Which. te'icommon  at  Laneiborough,  and  in  other  townsin  ^erkfliire 
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.  In  the  town,  of  Wrcntham,  about  two  miles  S.E.of  the  meeting 
houfe,  is  a  curious  cayern  called  PFampom^s.Rock^  from  an  Indian  fa- 
roily  of  that  name  who  reiided  in  it  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  (ituated 
pn  the  fouth  fide  of  a  hill,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  broken 
rocks.  It  is  nearly  fquare,  each  fide  raeafuring  about  nine  feet. 
The  height  is  about  eight  feet  in  front,  but  from  the  center  it  leflens 
to^bout  four  feet.  At  prefent  it  ferves  only  as  a  flielter  for  cattle 
.9nd  flieep,  as  do  one  or  two  other  rocks  or  caves  in  the  town,  for* 
merly  inhabited  by  Indians.  ri  {- 

Under  this  article  we  mention  the  falls  of  Po wow  river,  which 
rife  in  New-Hampftiire,  and  fall  into  the  Merrimack  between  Sa- 
lifbury  and  Amelbury,  in  the  county  of  EfTex.  At  thefe  falls,  the 
defcent  of  the  water,  in  the  diftance  of  fifty  rods,  is  one  hundred 
feet,  and  in  its  paffage  carries  one  bloomery,  five  faw  mills,  feven 
grifl:  mills,  two  linfeed  oil  mills,  one  fulling  mil],  and  one  fnuifmill, 
befides  feverai  wheels,  auxiliary  to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fall 
of  the  water— the  dams  at  very  fliort  diftances  crofling  the  river — the 
various  wheels  and  mills  arifing  almoft  immediately  one  over  ano- 
,thfirw»*^nd  the  very  irregular  and  grotefque  fituation  of  the  houfes  and 
other  buildings  on  the  adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  romantic 
af^earance,  and  afford  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  finguiar  view» 
•tajbefound  in  thi$  country.  :n.'i;  ;;:^.    t     ;  .       > '  ?  - 

..<  :Lynn  beach  may  be  reckoned  a  curiofity.   It  is  one  mile  in  length, 
-^4  conneds  the  peninfula,  c^ed  Nahant^    with  the  main  land. 
!Fhi$  tt  a.  place  of  much  refort  for  parties  of  pleafure  from  Bollon, 
.  Charlefi:i>n,  Salem,  and  Marblehead,  in  the  fummer  feafon.    The 
heach  is  ufed  as  a  race  groui>d,  for  which  it  is  well  calculated,  being 
level,  fp^oQth,  and  hard.  >     •; 

^;>i:    r  v'j  -.    ;  ,J?UpLIC    SOCIETIES.  ./,,;, 

r):  'J'hc  focietie3  formed  in  MaflTachufetts  with  a  view  to  promc>te  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  exhibit  a  fair  trait  in  the  charader  of  its  inhflbi- 

4anlis.  J  iAmQng^the.  firft literary  inilitutions  in  this  State,  is  the  > 

,  ^  ,,  .^  ^,m;ib^i,can  academy  of  arts  and  sciences. 
ijirrTbis'foeiety  was  incorporated  May  the  4th,  1780.  It  b  declared 
)»»3ibe  a<5t,  that  the  end  and  defign  of  the  inftitution  is  to  promote 
.and:i€«J-Courage  the  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  America,  and  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  and  to  determine  the  ufes  to  which 
the  various  natural  prpdudions  of  the  country  may  be  applied  j  alfo 

to 
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•to  promote  and  encoumge  medical  difcoveries,  mathematical difqui- 
•fitions,  philofbphical  inquiries  and  experiments  ;  aflronomical,  me- 
teorological, and  geographical  obfervations  ;  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, arts,  manufacture,  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  every 
Ibience  that  may  tend  to  advance  a  free,  independent,  and  virtuous 
people.  There  are  never  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  members,  nor 
iefs  than  forty.     This  fociety  has  four  Hated  annual  meetings.    .-  -t 

MASSACHUSETTS    CHARITABLE    SOCIETY.^ 

.  Tiirs  iociety,  incorporated  December  i6th,  ^1779,  is  intended  for 
.  the  mutual  aid  of  themfelves  and  families,  who  may  be  difVrefTed  by 
■any  of  the  adverfe  accidents  of  life,-  and  for  the  comforting  and  re- 
lieving of  widows  and  orphans  of  their  deceafed  members.  The 
roembers  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  ^e  not  to  exceed  an 
hundred  in  number. 

BOSTON    EPISCOPAL    CHARITABLE    SOCIETY, 

Firft  inflituted  in  1724,  and  incorporated  February  12,  17B4,  has 
for  its objec!!-,  charity  t6  fuch  as  are  of  the  epifcopal  church,  and  to 
foch  f>thers  as  the  fociety  fliall  think  fit ;  but  more  efpecially  the  re^ 
^M  of  thofe  who  are  members  of,  and  bencfa£tors  to,  the  fociety^ 
snd  afterwards  become  fuitable  objeds  of  its  charity.  The  mem- 
bers o^  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred in  nwm'ber. 

-i    -    ~      MiASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  November  ift,  1781.  Tlie  dcdgh 
of  it  is,  to  promote  medical  and  furgical  knowledge,,  inquiries  into 
the  animal  economy,  and  the  properties  and  effeds  of  medicine,  by 
^encouraging  a  free  intercourfe  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
throughout  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a.  friendly  con-eipon- 
deace  with  the  eaiinent  in  thofe  profeiEons  throughout  tjie  world. 
The  number  of  fellows  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  State,  cannot  ex- 
ceed fe\  f  niy.  The  prefent  number  is  fixty-one,  and  thirteen  have 
died  fince  its  eftabliiln-nent.  The  powers  vefted  iff  the-fociety  are — 
To  choofe  their  officers,  and  enaft  any  laws  for-their  ■owngovern- 
Hrer-t  which  is  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  CommonweaUh — 
To  life  a  common  feal — ^To  fue  and  be  fued — To  hold  real  eflate  of 
the  ahiitial  income  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  perfonal  eflate  of  the 
annitul  income  of  fix  hundred  pounds*— To  e!e<^,  fufpend,  expel  or 
^^.^^  ^  'diisfraiV' 


Ot    MASSACHUSETTS*  175 

dlsffanchlfe  any  fellows  of  the  fociety—To  defcribe  atid.  poiflt  out;: 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  a  mode  of  medical  inftrudion  or  education 
as  they  fliall  judge  requifite  for  candidates  for  the  praftice  of  phyiic 
and  furgery — ^To  examine  all  candidates  who  lliall  oifer  themfelves 
for  examination,  refpeding  their  fkill  m  the  profellion — And  to  give 
letters  teftimonial  of  their  approbation  to  all  fuch  as  may  be  duly  qua-^ 
lified  to  pradife.* 

Committees  are  appointed  in  each  county  to  receive  communica- 
tions from,  and  to  correfpond  with,  their  medical  brethren  who  are 
not  fellows  of  this  fociety ;  and  this  has  led  to  the  formation  of  fe- 
veral  medical  aflbciations,  whofe  views  are  to  aid  the  laudable  defigns 
of  this  important  inliitution. 

HUMANE    SOCIETY. 

To  evidence  their  humanity  and  benevolence,  a  number  of  th* 
medical  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  1785, 
formed  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society,  for  the 
purpofe-of  recovering  perfons  apparently  dead,  from  drowning,  fuf- 
tbcation,  ftrangling,  and  other  accidents.  This  fociety,  which  was 
incorporated  in  1 79 1,  have  erefted  feven  huts,  furniflied  with  wood, 
ftraw,  cabbins,  tinder  boxes,  blankets,  &c.  two  on  Level's  ifland, 
ne  on  Calf  ifland  in  Bofton  harbour,  two  onNantafket  beach,  and 
another  on  Scituate  beach  near  Marflifield,  for  the  comfort  of  fliip- 
wrccked  feamen.  Huts  of  the  fame  kind  are  erected  on  Plum- 
Ifland,  near  Newbury,  by  the  marine  fociety  of  that  place,  already 
mentioned ;  and  there  are  alfo  fome  contiguous  to  Hampton  and  Sa- 
lifbury  Beach. 

At  their  femi-annual  meetings,  a  public  difcourfe  is  delivered  by 
fome  perfon  appointed  by  the  tru flees  for  that  purpofe,  on  fome  me- 
dical fiibje^l  conne6l:ed  with  the  principal  objeft  of  the  fociety;  and 
as  a  ftimulus  to  invefligatiou,  and  a  reward  of  merit,  a  medal  is  ad- 
judged annually  by  the  prelident  and  truftees  to  the  perfon  who  ex- 
hibits the  mofl  approved  dilTertation.  '■■    ■    - 

SOCIETY    FOR    PROPAGATING    THE   GOSPEL.  f  ;!j'jii> 

This  fociety,  formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  propagating  th* 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  and  others  in  North- America,  was  iocor* 

*  The  qualifications,  retji^red  of  candidates  for  examination,  and  the  books*  re- 
commended   by    the,  focietyi     are    publifhod    in    Fleet's    Maffachufett's    Rej^ifter, 

A.D.  1791.     ^  "  y"  :        ^        '       ' 

i<^  ,  porated 
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porated  November  19,  1787.  They  are  enabled  to  receive  fiibfcnp- 
tions  of  charitably  difpofed  perfons,  and  may  take  any  perfonal  eftate 
in  fucceflion.  All  donations  to  the  fociety,  either  by  fubfcriptions^ 
legacy,  or  otherwife,  excepting  fiich  as  may  be  differently  appro-, 
priated  by  the  donors,  to  make  a  part  of,  or  be  put  into  the  ca- 
pital ftock  of  the  fociety,  which  is  to  be  put  out  on  intereft  on  good 
fecurity,  or  otherwife  improved  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  the  in- 
come and  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  fociety  fliall  judge  moft  conducive  to  anfwer  the  defign 
of  their  inftitution.  For  feveral  years  paft  miflionaries  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  fupported  by  the  fociety  to  vifit  the  eaftern  parts  of  the 
diftri6t  of  Maine,  where  the  people  are  generally  deftitute  of  the 
means  of  religious  inftru6tion,  and  to  fpend  the  fummer  months 
with  them.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  miflions  have  been  highly  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  lociiety.  Several  thoufand  books  of  different  kinds, 
fuited  to  the  ftate  of  the  people,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  fociety's 
funds,  and  diftributed  among  them  and  the  Oneida  Indians. 

A  part  of  this  lociety  are  a  board  of  commiflioners  from  the 
Scot's  fociety  for  promoting  Chrillian  knowledge  among  the  Indians 
in  America. 

MASSACHUSETTS    SOCIETY   FOR   PROMOTING    AGRICULTURE. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  in  1792,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  agricultural  committee  of  the  academy  is  difTolved.  At  a  late 
meeting  of  this  fociety,  in  Boflon,  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  fubfcribed  for  eflablifliing  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenfe  of 
premiums  and  bounties,  which  may  be  voted  by  the  fociety. 

HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

A  fociety  was  eflablifhed  in  this  State  in  1791,  called  the  Histo- 
rical Society,  the  profelTed  defign  of  which  is  to  collect,  pre- 
ferve,  and  comm.unicate  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of  this  country 
from  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement. 

Next  to  Pennfylvania,  this  State  has  the  greatefl  number  of  fo- 
cieties  for  the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  human  happinefs ; 
and  as  they  are  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  benevolence,  pa- 
triotism, and  charity,  they  cannot  fail  to  profper.  Thefe  in- 
ftitutions,  which  are  faft  increafing  in  almoft  every  State  in  the 
Union,  are  fo  many  evidences  of  the  advanced  and  advancing  ilate  of 
civilization  ^nd  improvement  in  this  country,  and  of  the  excellence 
.;^-■.    :  '  2     '  *>^ 
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of  our  national  government.     Theyiprove  likewifc^.that  a  fpf^^^fPHfe 
lican  government^  liiie  that  qf  Ame)[i<^^  is,  |^p,pnpijJiappily^,caJ,cp 
latecl  to  promote -a,  general  tJiffnfiofl,  of  ufcfnf.kip^vvledg^^-,  an^jthe 
moft  favourabk  to  t^  benevolent  aJ?;4;;^i^aii^,(e^J^^s^th§J^ 
man  heart;    n<  i  su  lo  ^i.    iv.ki  b  rAi^:-n  oi  ,.'-t(..7t);j  31(4    <fl  boiurt^ 

,   .    LITERATUHS,    COLLEGES,    ACADEMIES,   «^C.  * 

According  to  the  laws  of  this  Gommoiiweahh,  .every^tovYa,B^yjps; 
fifty  ho^feholders  or  upwards,  is  to  be  provided,  with  one  or  mpre 
fc^pl-iiiafters,  to  teach  children  and  youth,  to  read  and -vy,pl;e4  >aqd 
inftrndthem  in  the,  EngliQi  language,  arithmetic,  orthography,,  and 
decent  behaviour  J  and  where  any  town  has  two  hundred  families, 
there,  is  ,alfo  to  be  a  grajiimar  fchool  fet  up  therein,  and  fome  dif- 
crcet  perfon,  well  inftrut^ed  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  EngliQi  lan- 
guages, procured  to  keep  the  fame,  and  be  fuitably  paid  by  the  inha.- 
bilaats.  The  penalty  for  negleiSl  of  fchools  in  towns  of  fifty  fatpi- 
lies  is  ten  pounds, — thofe  of  one  hundred  families  twenty- pouncls^r-7 
ef  one  hundred  and  fifty,  thirty  pounds.      -  ,   ..^  ^.    ^ 

Thefe  laws  refpe«5ting  fchools  are  not  fo  well  regarded,  in  -j^T^j 
parts  of  the  State,  as  the  wife  purpofes  which  they  were  intended  to 
anfwer,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people  require. 

In  Bofton  there  are  fcven  public  fchools,  fupported  wholly  at-  the 
expenfe  of  the  town,  and  in  which  the  children  oi  every  clafs  of  citi- 
zens freely  aflociate.     In  the  Latin  grammar  fchool  the  rudiments  ,©f 
the  Latir^  and  Greek  languages  are  taught,  and  boys  ):jualified  for 
the  univerfities  j  into  this  fchool  none  are  admitted-  till  ten  ,years  of 
age,  having  been  previoullyvvell  inii:ru6led  in  Englifli  gramrbar*    In 
the  three  Englifli  grammar  fchools,  the  children  of  both  fexes,  from 
feven  to  fourteen  years  of  age^  are  inftrudted  in  fpelling,  accenting 
and  reading  the  Englifli  language,  both  profe  and  verfe,  with  ipvo- 
prietyyjalfo  in  Englifli  grammar  and  compolition,  together,  with  Xhe 
rudiments  of  geography  ;  in  i;he  other  three  the  fame  child  pen..,  are 
taught  writing  and  arithmetic.  .  Thefe- fchools  are  attended  alter- 
natclyi-aad>each:<>f  themis?fu4-nifl,ied  with  an  uflier  or  affillant^  The 
maftejc^  .of  tl^e^e.  iihqols-JtiaYe  eac.h  a  fal^ry  of  fix, hundred  and  iixty- 
fcand^jWQ-thirdsdeillArs  .per  annum,  payable  quarterly*  ,.,ij  -.^  ij^^^ 
-  ':iTb^llre.^ll,pnd«r,:t<i^iftia>ediat€  care  9f  a  cqmiiutteepf  tw^ei^jjf^f 
gentlcnifn,-  foij.th^  t^Ti^t ' being jf,  cbx?i"en  ann^all^s,  wl>of^  dutjrtifT.i? 
"  tQJ^ifit  ;th&.'fe'bdt^  &t  leaft  oncfc  in  three  mpnths,-  to  examine- )L-hc 
fcholt3:5>j$Hjlihe.vai'iQiis  branobcs  in  which.the,y  ,^6,ta.ught|ot«i:d^vife 
'ioVoL.IL  Aa        .  the 
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{he  beft  methods  for  the  inftruftion  And  government  of  the  fchools^ 
to  give  fuch  advice  to  the  matters  as  they  fliail  think  expedient,  and 
by  all  proper  methods  to  excite  in  children  a  laudable  ambition  to 
excel  in  a  virtuous,  amiable  deportment,  and  in  every  branch  of 
ufeful  knowledge."  At  the  annual  vifitation  in  July  1 793,  there  were 
prefent  four  hundred  and  feventy  girls,  and  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  boys.  BefideS  thefe  there  are  feveral  private  fchools,  for 
inftru6lion  in  the  Englifli,  Latin,  and  French  languages — in  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathematics — and  alfo  in 
mufic  and  dancing.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  town  in  the  world, 
the  youth  of  which  more  fully  enjoy  the  benefits  of  fchool  educa- 
tion, than  at  Boflon.  And  when  we  conlider  how  infeparably  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  America,  and  the  exliknce  of  its 
prefent  happy  government,  are  connected  with  the  education  of 
children,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  enlightened  ci- 
tizens of  this  town,  for  the  attention  they  have  paid  to  this  impor- 
tant bufmefs,  and  the  worthy  example  they  have  exhibited  for  the 
imitation  of  others. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  granimar  fchools  are  the  academies,  in 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  grammar  fchools,  young  gentlemen  are  fitted 
for  admiffion  to  the  univerfity. 

DUMMF.R    ACADEMY, 

Dummer  academy,  at  Newbury,  was  founded  as  early  as  1756,  by 
means  of  a  hberal  donation  from  the  Honourable  William  Dummer, 
formerly  Lieutenant-governor,  and  a  worthy  man,  \vhofe  name  it  has 
ever  fmce  retained.  It  was  oj)ened  in  1763,  and  incorporated  by  an 
a6t  of  the  general  court,  in  1782.  By  the  a£l  the  number  oftruf- 
tees  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen,  who  are  to  manage  the  funds  for  the 
fupport  of  the  inftrudors.  This  academiy  is  at  prefent  in  a  flourifliing- 
Hate. 

PHILLIPS    ACADEMY. 

This  inflitution,  fituated  in  Andover,  was  founded  and'handfomely 
endowed,  April  21,  1778,  by  the  Honourable  Samuel  Phillips, 
Efq.  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Effex^  and  Commonwealth  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  lately  deceafed,  and  his  brother,  the  Honourable  John 
Phillips,  L.  L.  D.  of  Exeter,  in  the  State  of  Nevv-'Hampfliire.  It 
was  incorporated  06tober  4,  1780.  It  is  under  the  diredion  of 
thirteen  truftees  of  refpc6lable  characters,  and  the  immediate  care  of 
a  principal,  who  is  one  of  the  truilees  ex  ofida^  an  affiflant,  and  a 
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writing  mafter.  They  are  accommodated  with  a  large  and  elegant 
building,  erected  at  the  expenfe  of  the  founders,  and  their  brother, 
the  Honourable  William  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Bofton.  It  is  lituatedon  a 
delightful  eminence,  near  the  manfion  houfe  of  the  Honourable  Sa* 
muei  Phillips,  Elq.  its  diftinguifhed  patron,  and  fon  of  the  deceafed 
founder — is  encompaffed  with  a  falubrious  air,  and  commands  ai^ 
cxtenlive  prolpe6l.  The  lower  (lory  contains  a  large  fchool-room, 
with  ample  accommodations  for  an  hundred  ftudents,  and  two  other 
apartments  for  a  library,  and  other  purpofcs  :  the  upper  flory  con* 
Ms  of  a  fpacious  hall,  fixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-three  feet 
in  breadth,  defigncd  for  exhibitions  and  other  public  occafions. 

The  defign  of  th's  foundation,  according  to  its  conftitution,  is, 
"The  promotion  o:  true  piety  and  virtue,  the  inftruftion  of  youth 
in  the  i^iiglifh,  Latin,  and  Greek  languages  ;  together  with  writing, 
arithmetic,  pra6tical  geometry,  mufic  and  oratory,  logic  and  geo? 
graphy ;  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  or  lan- 
guages, as  opp  irtunity  and  ability  may  hereafter  admit,  and  the 
truflees  fliall  direft." 

LEICESTER    ACADEMY. 

This  academy,  in  the  townfliip  of  Leicefter,  and  county  of  Wor- 
cefler,  was  incorporated  in  1784.  For  the  encouragement  of  this 
inflitution,  Ebenezer  Crafts  and  Jacob  Davis,  Efquires,  generoufly 
gave  a  large  and  commodious  manfion  houfe,  lands  and  appurte? 
nances,  in  Leiceft^M-. 

In  Williamftown,  in  Berkfliire  county,  is  another  academy.  Col. 
Ephraim  Williams  laid  the  foundation  of  it  by  a  handfome  donation 
inlands.  In  1790,  partly  by  lottery,  and  partly  by  the  liberal  do- 
nation of  gentlemen  in  the  town,  a  brick  edifice  was  erected,  eighty- 
two  feet  by  forty-two,  and  four  fiories  high,  containing  tweiity-four 
rooms  for  ftudents,  a  large  fchool-room,  a  dining-hall,  and  a  room 
for  public  fpeaking.  It  has  a  preceptor,  an  ii{her,  and  a  mafter  of 
the  Englifh  fchool.  The  number  of  ftudents  is  at  prefent  between 
fifty  and  lixty,  befides  the  fcholars  of  the  free  fchool.  The  lan- 
guages and  fciences  ufually  taught  in  the  American  colleges  arc 
taught  here.  Board,  tuition,  and  other  expenfes  of  education  are 
very  low  ;  and  from  its  fituation,  and  other  circumftances,  it  is 
likely,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  become  an  inftitution  of  confiderable  uti- 
lity and  importance. 

An  academy  at  Taunton  was  incorporated  in  1792. 

A  a  2  At 
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At  Hingham.is  a  well-endowed  fchool,  which,  in  honour  of  its 
principal  donor  and  founder,  is  called  Derby  School. 

Thefe  academies  are  defigncd  to  dilTeminite  virtue  and  true  pietj^, 
to  promote  the  education  of  youth  in  the  Englifli,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
French  lariguages,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  oratory,  geography, 
pra6lical  geometry,  logic,  philofophy,  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences,  or  languages,  as  may  be  thought  expedient. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

This  inftitution  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638.  Two  years 
before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  which  has  iincc  been  called  Cam- 
'bridge.  This  year  (1638)  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Harvard,  a  worthy 
ir.inifter  refiding  in  Charlefton,  died,  and  left  a  donation  of  feven 
liundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forementione4 
'public  fchool.  In  honour  to  the  memory  of  fo  liberal  a  benefador, 
the  general  court,  the  f^me  year,  ordered  that  the  fchool  fho^ld  tak^ 
the  name  of  Harvard  College. 

}n  1642',  the  college  was  put  upon  a  more  refpeftable  footing,  and 

the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  magifrrates,  and  the  miniders 

of  the  lix  next  adjacent  towns,  v/ith  the  prcfident,  were  erefted  into 

a  corporation-  for  the  ordering  and  managing  its  concerns.    It  re- 

'ccived  its  fril  charter  in  1650. 

Cambridge,  in  which  the  univerfity  is  fituated,  is  a  pleafant  vil- 
Ir.ge,  four  miles  weflvvard  from  Bofton,  containing  a  number  ofgen- 
'tlemen's  feats,  which  are  neat  and  well-buik.  The  univerfity  con- 
fiTts  of  four  elegnnt  brick  edifices,  handfomely  enclofed.  They  {land 
on  a  beautiful  green,  which  fpreads  to  the  noi'th-wefl,  and  e;chibit  a 
pleafing  view.  1 

The  names  of  the  feveral  buildings  are,  Harvard  Hall,  Mafllichu- 
fetts  Hall,  HoHis  Hall  and  Holden  Chnpel.  Harvard  Hall  is  divideid 
into  fix  spartments ;  oneofv/hich  is  approp'iated  for  the  library, 
"one  for  the  miifeum,  two  for  the  philofophical  apparatus  •  one  is 
ufecffor  a  chapel,  and  the  other  for  a  dining  hall.  The  library,  in 
1 791,  confifted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  volumes  j  and  1^ 
continually  increafing  from  the  intcreft  of  permanent  funds,  as 
well  as  from  cafual  benefailions.  The  philofophical  apparatus  be- 
longing to  tins  univerfity,  cofl  between  one  thoufand  four  hundred, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  flerling,  and  is  the  molt 
elegant  and  complete  of  any  in  America. 

Agreeable 
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Agreeable  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  MafTachufetts,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  Lieutenant-governor,  the  Council  and  Senate, 
the  Piefident  of  the  imiverfity,  and  the  minifters  of  the  congrega- 
tional churches  in  the  towns  of  Bofton,  Charlefton,  Cambridge,  Wa- 
tertovvn,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchefler,  are,  ex  offidis,  overfoers  of  the 
univerfity. 

The  corporation  is  a  diftin6l  body,  confining  of  feven  members,  in 
whom  is  vefted  the  property  of  the  univerfity. 

Harvard  univerfity  has  a  Prefident,  Emeritus  Profeflbr  of  Divi- 
nity— Hollifian  Profeflbr  of  Divinity — Hancock  Profeflbr  of  Hebrew 
and  other  Oriental  languages — Hollis  Profeflbr  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philofophy — Herfey  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery-— 
Herfey  Profeflbr  of  the  theory  and  praftice  of  Phyflc — Erving  Pro- 
feflbr of  Chymiftry  and  Materia  Medica — four  tutors,  who  teach 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  logic,  metaphyflcs,  and  ethics, 
geography,  and  the  elements  of  geometry,  natural  philofophy,  aftro* 
jiomy,  and  hiftory  ;  and  a  preceptor  of  the  French  language. 

This  univerfity,  as  to  its  library,  philofophical  apparatus  and 
profeflbrfliips,  is  at  prefent  the  firfl:  literary  inftitution  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  Since  its  firfl  efl:abliflim en t,  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  ftudents  have  received  honorary  degrees  from  its  fuc- 
ceflive  officers ;  about  one  third  of  whom  have  been  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gofpel  miniflry.  It  has  generally  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  fludents. 

This  univerfity  is  liberally  endowed,  and  is  frequently  receiving 
donations  for  the  eflablifliment  of  new  profeflbrfliips.  Formerly 
there  was  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  legiflature  to  the  pretident 
?ind  profeflbrs,  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds,  which  for 
feveral  years  pafl:  has  been  difcontinued. 

REVENUE    AND    TAXES. 

The  principal  fources  of  revenue  are  land  and  poll  taxes,  and 
the  fales' of  new  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  males  between 
Sixteen  and  fifty,  except  fuch  as  are  exempted  by  law — alfo  on  the 
number  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimproved  land — on  dwelling- 
houfes  and  barns,  warehoufes,  fl:ores,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  valued, 
and  upon  this  valuation  taxes  are  laid,  io  many  pounds  for  every 
one  thoufand  pounds. 

CONSTI. 


l^Z  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  agreed  upon  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  th<j 
State  of  MafTichufetts  Bay,  in  convention,  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  firft  of  September,  1779,  and  continued  by  adjourn-. , 
ments  to  the  fecond  of  March,  1 780. 

PREAMBLE, 

The  end  of  the  inftitution,  maintenance  and  adminiftration  of  go? 
Vernment,  is  to  fecure  the  exiftence  of  the  body  politic,  to  prote6t 
it,,  and  to  furnifli  the  individuals  who  compofe  it  with  the  power  of 
enjoying,  in  fafety  and  tranquillity,  their  natural  rights  and  the 
bleffings  of  life ;  and  whenever  thefe  great  objefts  are  not  attained,  the 
people  have  a  right  to  alter  the  government,  and  to  take  meafures 
DccefiTary  for  their  fafety,  profperity  and  happinefs. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  aflbciation  of  indivi- 
duals ;  it  is  a  focial  compad,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenants 
with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  that  all 
fliall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  common  good.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  framing  a  conftitution  of  govern- 
inenr,  to  provide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as 
for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a  faithful  execution  of  them,  that 
every  man  may  at  all  times  find  his  fecurity  in  them. 

V/e,  therefore,  the  people  of  MaflachufeLts,  acknowledging  with 
■grateful  hearts  the  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Legiflature  of  the  univerfe, 
in  affording  us,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  an  opportunity, 
deliberately  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence  or  furprize,  of 
entering  into  an  original,  explicit,  and  folemn  compad  with  each 
other;  and  of  forming  a  new  conftitution  of  civil  government  for 
ouvlelves  and  poflerity  ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  fo 
interefting  a  defign,  DO  agree  upon,  ordain  and  eftablifli  the  fol- 
lowing Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

declaration  of  rights. 
I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natural,  ef- 
fential  and  unalienable  rights ;  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties  j  that  of  ac- 
quiring, 
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qxilring,  pofTeffing  and  proteding  property  j  in  fine,  that  of  feeking 
aad  obtaining  their  lafety  and  happinefs. 

II.  It  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  men  in  fociety,  publicly, 
and  at  ftated  feafons,  to  worfhip  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Great  Crea- 
tor and  Preferver  of  the  univerfe.  And  no  fubjeft  fliail  be  hurt, 
molefted,  or  reftrained  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate,  for  wor- 
(liipping  God  in  the  manner  and  feafon  moft  agreeable  to  the  didatefi 
of  his  own  confcience,  or  for  his  religious  profeffion  or  fentiments, 
provided  he  doth  not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obftrud  others  ia 
their  religious  worfliip. 

III.  As  the  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order  and  prefer- 
vation  of  civil  government,  eflentially  depend  upon  piety,  religion, 
and  morality;  and  as  thefe  cannot  be  generally  diffufed  through  a 
community,  but  by  the  inflitution  of  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and 
of  public  inftru6lions  in  piety,  religion,  and  morality ;  therefore, 
to  promote  their  happinefs,  and  to  fecure  the  good  order  and  pre- 
fervation  of  their  government,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have 
a  right  to  inveft  their  legiflature  with  power  to  authorife  and  require, 
and  the  legiflature  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  authorife  and  require 
the  feveral  towns,  parifties,  precin6ls,  and  other  bodies  politic,  of 
religious  focieties,  to  make  fuitable  provifion,  at  their  own  expenfe, 
for  the  inftitution  of  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  and  for  the  fupport 
and  maintenance  of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and 
morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifion  fliall  not  be  made  volun- 
tarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  alfo  a  right  to,  and  do 
invefl  their  legiflature  with  authority  to  enjoin  upon  all  the  fubje6ls, 
an  attendance  upon  the  inflruftions  of  the  public  teachers  as  afore- 
faid,  at  flated  times  and  feafons,  if  there  be  any  on  whofe  inflrudions 
they  can  confcientioufly  and  conveniently  attend. 

Provided  notwithflanding,  that  the  feveral  towns,  parifhes,  pre- 
cini5ls,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  focieties,  (liall,  at  all 
times,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  elefting  their  public  teachers,  and 
of  contracting  with  them  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance. 

And  all  monies  paid  by  the  fubjeft  to  the  fupport  of  public  wor- 
fliip, and  of  the  public  teachers  aforefaid,  fliall,  if  he  require  it,  be 
uniformly  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  of 
his  own  religious  fc6t  or  denomination,  provided  there  be  any  on 
whofe  inflrudions  he  attends,  otherwife  k  may  be  paid  towards  the 
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iupport  of  the  teacher  or  teachers  of  the  parifli  or  prdciri6t  in  which 
the  faid  monies  are  raifed. 

And  every  denomination  of  Chriftiaris  demeaning  themfelves 
peaceably,  and  as  good  fubje^ts  of  the  Commonwealth,  (liall  be 
equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law:  and  no  fubordination 
of  any  one  fe6l  or  denominatioti  to  another  fliall  ever  be  eftabliflicd 
by  law; 

IV.  The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  the  fole  and  exclufive 
j-ight  of  governing  themfelves  as  a  free,  fovercign,  and  independent 
State;  and  do,  and  for  ever  hereafter  (liall,  exercife  and  enjoy  every 
.power,  jurifdidion,  and  rights  which  is  not,  or  may  not  hereafter  be 
by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congrefs  affembled. 

V.  All  power  refidlng  originally  in  the  people,  and  being  de- 
jived  from  them,  the  feveral  magiflrates  and  officers  of  govern* 
ment,  veiled  with  authority,  whether  legifiative,  executive,  or  judi^ 
cial,  are  their -fubftitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  accountable 
to  them. 

VJ.  No  man,  or  corporation,  or  afibciation  of  men,  have  any  other 
title  to  obtain  advantages,  or  particular  and  excluiive  privileges^ 
diftinc^  from  thofe  of  the  community,  than  what  arifes  from  the 
confideration  of  fervices  rendered  to  the  public ;  and  this  title  being  in 
nature  neither  hereditary  nor  tranfmiffible  to  children,  or  defcendants, 
or  relations  by  blood,  the  idea  of  a  man  born  a  magillrate,  lawgiver, 
or  judge,  is  abfurd  and  unnatural. 

VII.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  good ;  for  the 
protection,  fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  and 
not  for  the  profit,  honour,  or  private  intereft  of  any  one  man,  fa- 
mily, or  clafs  of  men :  therefore,  the  people  alone  have  an  incontes- 
table, unalienable,  and  indefeafible  right  to  inflitute  government;  and 
to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the  fame,  when  their  prote6lion, 
fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  require  it. 

VIII.  In  order  to  prevent  thofe  who  are  veiled  with  authority  from 
becoming  opprefTors,  the  people  have  a  right,  at  fuch  periods,  and 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  fliall  eilabiifh  by  their  frame  of  govern- 
ment, to  caufe  their  pubhc  officers  to  return  to  private  life,  and 
to  fill  up  vacant  places  by  certain  and  regular  eledions  and  appoint- 
ments. 

IX.  All  eledions  ought  to  be  free,  and  aH  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth    having  fuch  qualifications  as  they  iliall  eftablilh  by 

their 
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their  frame  of  government,  have  an  equal  right  to  elcA  officers,  and 
to  be  eleded  for  public  employments. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  fociety  has  a  right  to  be  protefted  by  it,, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property,  according  to  Hand- 
ing laws.  He  is  obliged,  confequently,  to  contribute  his  fliare  to 
the  expenfe  of  this  protedlion  ;  to  give  his  perfonal  fervice,  or  an. 
equivalent,  when  neceflary :  but  no  part  of  the  property  of  any 
individual  can,  withjuftice,  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  public 
ufes,  without  his  own  confent  or  that  of  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  people :  in  fine,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  con- 
troulable  by  any  other  laws  than  thofe  to  which  their  conflitutional 
reprefentative  body  have  given  their  confent.  AikI  whenever  the 
public  exigencies  require  that  the  property  of  any  individual  fliould 
be  appropriated  to  public  ufes,  he  Ihall  receive  a  reafonable  compen- 
fation  therefor. 

XL  Every  fubjciSl  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  certain 
remedy,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  laws  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs 
which  he  may  receive  in  his  perfon,  property,  or  character.  Hs 
ought  to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
purchafe  it,  completely  and  without  any  denial,  promptly  and  with- 
out delay,  conformably  to  the  laws. 

XII.  No  fubjed  fhall  be  held  to  anfwer  for  any  crime  or  offence, 
until  the  fame  is  fully  and  plainly,  fubftantially  and  formally,  defcribed 
to  him  ;  or  be  compelled  to  accufe,  or  furnifii  evidence  againft  him- 
felf.  And  every  fubjcd  fliall  have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs  that 
may  be  favourable  to  him  ;  to  meet  the  vvitnelfes  agauifl  him  face  to 
face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himfelf  or  his  coyn- 
fel,  at  his  election.  And  no  fubje(5t  fliall  be  arrefted,  imprifoned, 
defpoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privileges,  put 
out  of  the  protedion  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  li- 
berty, or  ellate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land. 

And  the  legiflature  fliall  not  make  any  law  that  fliall  fubjeft  any  per- 
fon to  a  capital  or  infamous  punifhment,  excepting  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by  jury. 

XIII.  In  criminal  profccutions,  the  verification  of  fa*51s  in  the  vici- 
nity where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greateil  fecurities  of  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

XIV.  Every  fubjeft  has  a  right  to  be  fecure  from  all  unreafonable 
fearchgs,  andfcizupss  of  his  perfon,  his  houfes,  hi-,  papers,  and  all  his 

Vol.  II.  B  b  pof- 
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polTcilions.  All  warrants,  therefore,  are  contrary  to  th\i  right,  it 
the  caufe  or  foundation  of  them  be  not  previoufly  fupported  by  oath 
or  affirmatiofi ;  and  if  the  order  in  a  warrant  to  a  civil  officer,  to 
noake  fearch  in  all  fufpeded  places,  or  to  arreft  one  or  more  fuf- 
jie£ted  perfons,  or  to  feize  their  property,  be  not  accompanied  with 
a  fpecial  defignation  of  the  perlons  or  objefts  of  fearch,  arreft,  or  fei- 
zure  ;  and  no  warrant  ought  to  be  iflued,  but  in  cafes  and  with  the 
formalities  prefcribed  by  the  laws. 

XV.  In  all  controverlies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  fuits  be- 
tween two  or  more  perfons,  except  in  cafes  in  which  it  has  heretofore 
been  otherways  ufed  and  pradifed,  the  parties  have  a  right  to  a  trial 
by  a  jury;  and  this  method  of  procedure  fliall  be  held  facred,  un- 
l^fs,  in  caufes  arifing  on  the  high  feas,  and  fuch  as  relate  to  ma- 
riners wages,  the  legiflature  (liall  hereafter  find  it  neceflary  to 
alter  it. 

'  XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  prcfs  is  effential  to  the  fecurity  of  freedom 
m  a  State ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  reflrained  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

XVII.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  the 
common  defence.  And  as  in  time  of  peace  armies  are  dangerous  to 
liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the  confent  of  the 
Iipgiflature  ;  and  the  military  power  fhall  a-lways  be  held  in  exa6t  fub- 
ordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it-.        — 

XVIII.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conftittition,  and  a  conflant  adherence  to  tlw)fe  of  piety,  juftice,  mode- 
ration, temperance,  induflry,  and  frugality,  are  abfblutely  necefl^ry 
to  preferve  the  adv^wtages  of  liberty,  and  to  maintain  a  free  govern- 
ment. The  people  ought,  confequently,  to  have  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  all  thofe  principles  in  the  choice  of  their  officers  and  repre- 
fentatives :  and  they  htrve  a  right  to  require  of  their  lawgivers  and 
magiftrates  an  exact  and  conftant  obfervance  of  them,  in  the  format 
tionand  execution  of  all  laws  neceirary  for  the  good  adminiftration  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

XIX.  The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner, 
to  aiTemble  to  confult  upon  the  common  good  ;  give  inftrudlions  to 
tliek-  reprefentatives,  and  to  requell  of  the  legiflative  body^  by  the 
way  of  addrelTcs,  petitions  or  remonftrances,  redrefs  of  the  wrongs 
done  them,  and  of  the  grievances  they  fuflfer. 

XX.Tlie  power  of  fulpending  tlie  laws,  or  the  execution  of  the 
hwsy  ought  never  to  be  .cxercifed  but  by  the  legiflature,  or  by  au-s 
'  4  ^    •  thority 
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Xhority  derived  from  it,  to  be  exercifed  in  fuch  particular  cafes  only 
as  the  legiflature  fliall  exprefsly  provide  for. 

.  XXI.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  fpeecli,  and  debate,  in  either 
Houfe  of  the  Legiflature,  is  {o  eflential  to  the  rights  of  the  pea- 
pie,  that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  ai;y  accufation  or  pro- 
fecution,  aftion  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatfo- 
ever. 

XXII.  The  legiflature  ought  frequently  to  aflemble  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  for  correcting,  ftrengthening,  and  confirming 
the  laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  re- 
quire. 

XXIII.  No  fubfidy,  charge,  tax,  impoft,  or  duties,  ought  to 
be  efl:abliflied,  fixed,,  laid,  or  levied,  under  anv  pretext  whatfoever, 
without  the  confent  of  the  people,  or  their  reprefentatives  in  the 
Icgiflnture. 

XXIV.  Laws  made  to  punifli  for  acStions  done  before  the  exiftence 
of  fuch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by  pre- 
ceding laws,  are  unjuft,  opprelfive,  and  inconfillent  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  a  free  government. 

XXV.  No  fubjeft  ought,  in  any  cafe,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  de-  - 
clared  guilty  of  treafon  or  felony  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVI.  No  magiftrate  or  court  of  law  Ihall  demand  exceffive 
bail  or  fureties,  impofe  exceffive  fines,  or  inflidl  cruel  or  unufual  pu- 
nifliments. 

XXVII.  In  time  of  peace,  no  foldier  oiight  to  be  quartered  in  any 
houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner  ;  and  in  time  of  war,  fuch 
quarters  ought  not  to  be  made  but  by  the  civii  magiftrate,  in  a  man- 
ner ordained  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVIII.  No  perfon  can  in  any  cafe  be  fubje6ted  to  law  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  thofe  em- 
ployed in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  adual  fervice^ 
but  by  authority  of  the  legiflature, 

XXIX.  It  is  efTential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  every  in- 
dividual, his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  character,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice.  Jc 
is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial, 
«nnd  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  the  beft  policy,  but  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  judicial 
coyrt  fliould  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave  themfelves  well; 
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and  that  they  fliould  have  honourable  falaries,  afcertained  and  eftab- 
liflied  b}-  Handing  laws. 

XXX.  In  the  government  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  legiflative 
department  fhall  never  exercife  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
either  of  them  j  the  executive  fliall  never  exercife  the  legiflative  and 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  the  judicial  fhall  never  exercife 
the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  end 
it  may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 

THE    GENERAL    COURT. 

I.  The  department  of  legiflation  fliall  be  forcned  by  two  branches, 
a  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  each  of  which  fliall 
have  a  negative  on  the  other. 

The  legiflative  body  fliall  aflemble  every  year  on  the  laft  Wednef- 
dayin  May,  and  at  fiich  other  times  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflary;  and 
fhall  diflblve  and  be  diflblved  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  faid  laft 
Wednefday  in  May,  and  fliall  be  lliled  The  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts, 

II.  No  bill  or  refolve  of  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall 
become  a  law,  and  have  force  as  fuch,  until  it  fliall  have  been  laid 
before  the  governor  for  his  revifal ;  and  if  he,  upon  fuch  revilion, 
approve  thereof,  he  fliall  lignify  his  approbation  by  figning  the  fame. 
But  if  he  have  any  objedHon  to  the  pafling  of  fuch  bill  or  refolve,  he 
fliall  return  the  fame,  together  with  his  obje6Vions  thereto,  in  writing, 
to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Repreft^ntatives,  in  which  foever  the  fame 
iliall  have  originated ;  who  fliall  enter  the  objections  fent  down  by 
the  governor  at  large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  re-confider 
the  faid  bill  or  refolve.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  two-thirds 
of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fl.iail,  notwithilanding 
the  faid  obje6lions,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objections,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legifliture,  where  it 
fliall  alfo  be  re-confidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers prefent,  it  fliall  have  the  force  of  a  law.  But  in  all  fuch 
cafes,  the  votes  of  both  Houfes  fliall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
jiays;  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  or  ag;:iinft  the  faid 
bill  or  refolve,  fliall  be  entered  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com* 
mon  wealth. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  unnecefl^ary  delays,  if  any  bill  or  refolve 

ll;all  not  be   returned   by  the  governor  within  five  days  after  it 
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•fhall  have  been  prefented,  the  fame  fliall  have  the  force  of  a 
hw. 

III.  The  general  court  lliall  for  ever  have  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  ered  and  conllitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  record,  or  other 
courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
hearing,  trying,  and  determining  all  manner  of  crimes,   offences, 

,  pleas,  proceffes,  plaints,  anions,  matters,  taufes,  and  things  what- 
foever,  arifing  or  happening  within  the  Commonwealth,  or  be- 
tween or  concerning  perfons  inhabiting,  or  refiding,  or  brought 
within  the  fame,  whether  the  fame  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the 
faid  crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  faid  pleas  be 
real,  perfonal,  or  mixed ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of 
execution  thereupon;  to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby 
given  and  granted  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  ad- 
iTjinifter  oaths  or  affirmations,  for  the  better  difcovery  of  truth  in  any 
matter  in  controverfy  or  depending  before  them. 

IV.  And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
granted  to  the  faid  General  Court  from  time  to  timetb  make,  ordain, 
and  eftabliQi  all  manner  of  wholefome  and  reafonable  orders,  laws, 
ilatutes  and  ordinances,  directions  and  inftrudions,  either  with  pe- 
nalties or  without,  fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
this  conftitution,  as  they  fliall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  thereotj 
and  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  fame,  and  for  the  neceflary  fupport  and 
defence  of  the  government  thereof  j  and  to  name  and  fettle  an- 
nually, or  provide  by  fixed  laws,  for  the  naming  and  fettling  all  civil 
officers  within  the  faid  Commonwealth,  the  election  and  conflitutioa 
of  whom  are  not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwife  pro- 
vided for ;  and  to  fet  forth  the  feveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits, 
of  the  feveral  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  forms  of  fuch  oaths  or  affirmations  as  fhall  be  rcfpedively  admi* 
niflered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  feveral  offices  and  places, 
fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  conflirution ;  and 
to  impofe  and  levy  proportional  and  reafonable  affefTments,  rates, 
and  taxes,  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  perfons  refident,  and 
efbtes  lying  within  the  faid  Commonwealth;  and  alfo  to  impofd  and 
levy  reafonable  duties  and  excifes  upon  any  produce,  goods, 
wares,  merchandizes,  and  commodities  whatfoever,  brought  into, 
produced,  manufaftured.  Or  being  within  the  fame,  to  be  iffued  and 
tHfpofcd  of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  governor  of  this  Com- 
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monwealth  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  th» 
council,  for  the  public  fervice,  in  the  necelTary  defence  and  fupport 
of  the  government  of  the  faid  Commonwealth,  and  the  protedion  and 
prefervation  of  the  fubjeds  thereof,  according  to  fuch  a£ts  as  are  or 
fhall  be  in  force  within  the  fame. 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  thereof, 
Ihall  be  afleffed  on  polls  and  eftates,  in  the  manner  that  has  hitherto 
been  pra6tifed ;  in  order  that  fuch  affefrments  may  be  made  with 
equality,  there  ftiall  be  a  valuation  of  eflates  within  the  Common- 
wealth taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  years  at  the  leaft,  and  as 
much  oftener  as  the  general  court  fhall  order. 

SENATE. 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elected  by  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habitants of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this  conflitution  is  pro- 
vided, forty  perfons  to  be  counfellors  and  fenators  for  the  year  enfu- 
mg  their  ele<^ion,  to  be  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrids 
into  which  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided  by 
the  general  court  for  that  purpofe.  And  the  general  court,  in 
affigning  the  numbers  to  be  elci!ited  by  the  refpeftive  diftrids,  lliall 
govern  themfelves  by  the  proportion  of  the  public  taxes  paid  by  the 
faid  diftrids,  and  timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  limits  of  each  diftrid,  and  the  number  of  counfellors 
and  fenators  to  be  chofen  therein,  provided  that  the  number  of  fuch 
tliitrids  fliall  be  never  lefs  than  thirteen,  and  that  no  diftri6t  be  ^o 
large  as  to  entitle  the  fame  to  chufe  more  than  fix  fenators. 

And  the  feveral  counties  in  this  Commonwealth  fhall,  until  the 
general  court  fliall  determine  it  necefTary  to  alter  the  faid  diflri^ts, 
be  diflri£ls  for  the  choice  of  counfellors  and  fenators  (except  that  the 
counties  of  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket,  fliall  form  one  diflri(ft  for 
that  purpofe)  and  fliall  ekCt  the  following  number  for  caunfellor^ 
and  fenators,  viz. 


Suffolk 6 

EfTcx ,   .    .   ,  6 

Mjddlefex 5 

Hampfhire 4 

Plymouth     .,.«.,,.  3 

Earnflablt    ........  i 

PrlfloJ 3 


York » 

Dukes  county  and  Nantucket  .  i 

Worceller     .....,.<  5 

Cumberland      . i 

Lincoln     . i 

Berkfliire .  ..  » 

II.  Thp 
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II.  The  fenate  (hall  be  the  firft  branch  of  the  legiflaturd ;  and  the 
fenators  fhall  be  chofen  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  there  fliall  be  a 
meeting  on  the  firfl  Monday  in  April  annually,  for  ever,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  town  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this  Comnwnwealth,  to 
be  called  by  the  k\td  men,  and  warned  in  due  courfe  of  law,  at  leaft 
feven  days  before  the  firft  Monday  in  April,  for  the  purpofe  of  elect- 
ing perfons  to  be  fenators  and  counfellors  :  and  at  fuch  meetings 
every  male  inhabitant  of  twenty- one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having 
a  freehold  ellate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  annual  income  of 
three  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value  of  fixty  pounds,  fliall  have 
a  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fenators  for  the  diftrid  of  which  he  is 
an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "  inhabitant,"  in  this  conftitution,  every  perfon  fliall  be 
confidered  as  an  inhabitant,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State,  in  that  town,  diftri£^, 
or  plantation,  where  he' dwclleth,  or  hath  his  home.       '   '^  * 

The  fele^  men  of  the  feveral  towns  fliall  prefide  at  fuch  meetings 
impartially,  and  fliall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
towns  prefent,  and  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators,  and  fhall  fort  and 
count  them  in  open  town  meeting,  andia  prefence  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  fhall  make  a  fair  record,  in  prefence  of  the  feleft  men,  and  in 
©peri  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  perfon  voted  for,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  againfl  his  name ;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this  record 
fhall  be  attel^ed  by  the  fele^t  men  and  the  town  clerk,  and  fhall  be 
fealcd  up,  dR4£ted  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  tht 
time  being,  with  a  fuperfcription  expreffing  the  purport  of  the  con- 
tents thereof,  and  delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  fuch  towns  to  the 
flierifF  of  the  county  in  which  fuch  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  leafl  be- 
fore the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually  ;  or  it  fliall  be  delivered  into 
the  fecretary*s  office  feventeen  days  at  leafl  before  the  faid  lafl  Wed- 
nefday  in  May  ;  and  the  flierifF  of  each  county  fliall  deliver  all  fuch 
certificates  by  him  received  into  the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days 
before  the  faid  lafl  Wednefday  in  Mat. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  qualified  as  thi^ 
conftitution  provides,  who  are  or  fliall  be  impowered  or  required  to 
affefs  taxes  upon  themfelves  towards  the  fupport  of  government, 
fliall  have  the  fame  privilege  of  voting  for  counfellors  and  fenators  in 
the  plantations  where  they  refide,  as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their  re- 
fpe6tive  towns ;  and  the  plantation  meetings  for  that  purpofe  fhajl  bt 
held  annually  on  the  fame  firfl  Monday  in  April,  at  fuch  place  in  the 

plaptations 
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Plantations  refpe6lively  as  the  afleflbrs  thereof  (hall  direfi" ;  which 
affeflbrs  fliall  have  like  authority  for  notifying  the  cle6lors,  colleding 
and  returning  the  votes,  as  the  feledt  men  and  town  clerks  have  in  their 
feverai  towns  by  this  conftitution.  And  all  other  perfons  living  in 
places  unincorporated  (qualified  as  aforefaid)  who  fliall  be  aflefled  ta 
the  fupport  of  government  by  the  afleflbrs  of  an  adjacent  town,  fliali 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counfellors  and  fenators, 
in  the  town  where  they  fliall  be  afl'elfed,  and  be  notified  of  the  place  of 
meeting  by  the  feled:  men  of  the  town  where  they  fliall  be  aflefled^ 
for  that  purpofe  accordingly,  . 

Ill, And  that  there  may  be  a  due  convention  of  fenators  on  the  lafl: 
Wednefday  in  May,  annually,  the  governor  and  five  of  the  council^ 
for  the  time  being  fliall,  as  foon  as  may  be,  examine  the  returned 
copies  of  fuch  records  ;  and  fourteen  days  before  the  faid  day  he  fliall 
ifliie  his  fummons  to  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  appear  to  be  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  voters,  to  attend  on  that  day  and  take  their  leats  accor- 
dingly; provided  neverthelefs,  that  for  the  firft  year  the  faid  returned 
copies  fliall  be  examined  by  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the 
former  cotiftitution  of  governnient ;  and  the  faid  prefident  fliall,  ia 
like  manner,  iflue  his  fummons  to  the  perfons  fo  ele(9ted,  that  they 
iway  take  their  feats  as  aforefaid. 

IV.  The  Senate  fliall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  elections,  returns^ 
and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  the  conflitu^ 
tion,  and  fliall,  on  the  faid  lail  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  deter- 
mine and  declare  who  are  elected  by  each  diftrid  to  be  fenators  by  a 
majority  of  votes :  and  in  cafe  there  fliall  not  appear  to  be  the  full 
number  of  fenators  eleded  by  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  diftrid, 
the  deficiency  fliall  be  fupplied  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  fuch  fenators  as  fliall 
be  declared  ele<5^ed,  fliall  take  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be 
found  to  have  the  highefl:  number  of  votes  in  fuch  diftri(5t:,  and  not 
cle(51:ed,  amounting  to  twice  the  number  of  fenators  wanting,  if 
there  be  fo  many  voted  for  ;  and  out  of  thefe  fliall  eled  by  ballot  a 
number  of  fenators  fuflficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  fuch  diftri6t 
and  in  this  manner  all  fuch  vacancies  fliall  be  filled  in  every  diflri<Sl 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  in  like  manner  all  vacancies,  in  thq 
Senate,  arifing  by  death,  removal  out  of  the  State,  or  other* 
wife,  fliall  be  fupplied  as  foon  as  may  be,  after  fuch  vacancies  fliali 
happen. 

V.  Provided 
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V.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that  no  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  being 
tlefted  as  a  fenator,  who  is  not  feifed  in  his  own  right  of  a  freehold 
within  this  Commonv%'ealth  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  at 
eall,    or  pofleffed  of  perfonal  eftate  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred 

pounds  at  leaft,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  fame  fum,  and  who 
has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  of 
live  years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  ele6li(jn  he  fliall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  diftrid  for  which  he  ftiall 
be  chofen. 

VI.  The  Senate  fliall  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves,  provided 
fuch  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

VII.  The  Senate  fliall  chufe  its  own  prefident,  appoint  its  own  of- 
ficers, and  determine  its  own  rules  of  proceedings. 

VIIL  The  Senate  fliall  be  a  court  with  full  authority  to  hear  and  de^ 
termlne  all  impeachments  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefeptatlves 
againft  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  mifcon- 
du6t  and  maUadminiflration  in  their  offices.  But  previous  to  the  trial 
©f  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  refpe6tively 
be  fworn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in 
queftion  according  to  evidence.  Their  judgment,  however,  fliall 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difc^ualification  to 
hold  or  enjoy  any  place  or  honour^  truft,  or  profit,  under  this  Com- 
monwealth :  but  the  party  fo  convided  fliall  be,  neverthelefs,  liable 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifliment,  accordij;ig  to  the 
laws  of  the  land* 

.  IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixteen  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  conftitute 
a  quorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

tlOUSE    OF    kEPRESENTATlVES. 

I.  There  fliall  be  in  the  legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth  a  fepre- 
fentation  of  the  people  annually  elected,  and  founded  upon  the  prin* 
ciple  of  equality. 

,  II.  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a  reprefentation  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  founded  on  the  principle  of  equality,  every' 
corporate  town  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may 
fdeft  one  reprefentative :  every  corporate  town  containing  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-five  rateable  polls,  may  ele6t  two  repref<;ntatives : 
every  corporate  town  containing  fix  hundred  rateable  polls,  may 
«le<5t  three  reprefentatives ;  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-five  rateable  polls,  the  mean  increafing 
number  for  every  additional  reprefentative. 

Provided  nevcrthelefs,  that  each  town  now  incorporated,  not  hav- 
fng  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may  eleO:  one  reprefentative: 
but  no  place  fliall  hereafter  be  incorporated  with  the  privilege  of 
electing  a  reprefentative,  unlefs  there  are  within  the  fame  one  hun- 
dr€d  and  fifty  rateable  polls. 

'  And  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  have  power  from  time 
to  time  to  impofe  fines  upon  fuch  towns  as  fliall  negled  to  chufe 
and  return  members  to  the  fame,  agreeably  to  this  conflitution. 

The  expences  of  travelling  to  the  general  aflembly,  and  returning 
home  once  in  every  feffion  and  no  more,  fliall  be  paid  by  the  go- 
vernment out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  every  member  who  fliall  at- 
tend as  feafonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  does 
tJot  depart  without  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  chofen 
by  written  votes ;  and  for  one  year  at  leafl;  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion (hall  have  been  an  inhabitant  o?,  and  have  been  feifed  in  his 
own  right  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within 
the  town  he  fliall  be  chofen  to  reprefent,  or  any  rateable  eftate  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds  j  and  he  fhall  ceafe  to  reprefent 
the  faid  town,  immediately  on  his  ceafing  to  be  qualified  as  afore- 
faid. 

IV.  Evei-y  male  perfon,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  refi- 
dent  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  ot 
one  year  next  preceding,  having  a  freehold  eftate  within  the  fame 
town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  vaJufe 
of  fixty  pounds,  fliall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  reprefen- 
tative or  reprefentatives  for  the  faid  town. 

V.  The  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  chofen 
annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  d^s  at  leaft  before  the  lafl:  Wed* 
nefday  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  the  grand  inquefl:  of  thi« 
Gommdnwealth  j  and  all  impeachment?  made  by  them  fliall  be  heard 
and  tded  by  the  Senate. 

VIL  All  money-bills  fliall  originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfenta* 
tives,  but  the  Seflate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments  as  ott 
other  bills. 

vni.  the 
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VIII.  The  Houfc  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  have  power  to  adjourn 
themfelves,  providecifuch  adjournment  fliall  not  exceed  two  days  at 
a  time. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprelentatives 
fliail  conftitute  a  quorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

X.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fiiall  be  the  judge  of  the  re^ 
turns,  eledions,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  conllitution  ;  fhall  chufe  their  own  fpeaker,  appoint  their 
own  officers,  and  fettle  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  in  their 
own  Houfe.  They  fliall  have  authority  to  puniili  by  iraprifonment 
every  perfon,  not  a  member,  who  fhall  be  guilty  oi  difrefpe.dl  to  the 
Houfe,  by  any  diforderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour  in  its  pre- 
fence ;  or  who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is  fitting,  and 
during  the  time  of  its  fitting,  fliall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or 
eflate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  faid  or  done  in  the  Houfe; 
or  who  fliall  afliault  any  of  them  therefor,  or  who  fliall  afTault  cr 
arreft  any  witnefs  or  other  perfon  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  in  his~ 
way  in  going  or  returning,  or  who  fliall  refcue  any  perlbn  arrefied 
by  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

And  no  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  arrefled  or 
held  to  bail  on  mefne  procefs,  during  his  going  unto,  returning  fron>> 
or  his  attending  the  general  aflTembly. 

XL  The  Senate  fliall  have  the  fame  powers  in  the  likec^fes ;  and 
the  governor  and  council  fliall  have  the  fame  authority  to  punifh  i 
like  cafes.  Provided,  that  no  imprifonment  on  the  warrant  or 
order  of  the  Governor,  Council,  Senate,  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
for  either  of  the  above  defcribed  offences,  be  for  a  term  exceeding 
thirty  days. 

And  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may  try  and  deter^ 
jnine  all  cafes  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned,  and 
which  by  the  conftitution  they  have  authority  to  try  and  determine 
by  committees  of  their  own  members,  or  in  fiich  other  way  as  they 
(nay  refpe6tively  think  befjt, 

GOVERNOR* 

I.  There  fhall  be  a  fupreme  executive  magiflrate,  who  fliall  be 
fliled  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MassachU' 
SETTS,  and  whofe  title  (ball  be,  His  Excellency. 

II.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  annually ;  and  no  perfon  Ihall  be 
j^Jigible  to  this  office,  unlefs  at  the  time  of  his  ele^iioa  he  lliall  have 
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been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  feven  yearis  n^xt  pre- 
ceding; and  unlefs  he  fhall  at  the  fame  time  be  feifed  in  his,  own 
right  of  a  freehold  within  the  Comnionueaith  of  the  value  of  on? 
thoufand  pounds  ;  and  unlefs  he  fhall  declare  himfflf  to  be  of  th9 
Chriftian  religion. 

III.  Thofe  perfons  who  fhall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators  and 
repr^fentatives   within   the  feveral  towns  of    this  Commonwealth, 
lliali,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpofe  on  the  firft  Monday 
of  April  annually,  give  in  their  votes  for  a  governor,   to  the  fe- 
le6t  men  who  fliall  preiide  at  fuch  meetings ;  and  the  town-clerk,  in 
theprefence,  and  with  theaffillance  of  the  fele(ft  men,  fhall,  in  open 
town  meeting,  fort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a  lift  of  the  per- 
sons voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  perfon  againfi:  his 
name;  and  fhaU  make  a  fair  record  of  the  fame  in  the  town  books, 
and  a  public  declaiation  thereof  in  the  faid  meeting ;  and  ihall, 
in  the  prefence^of  the  inhabitants,  feal  up  copies  of  the  faid  lift,  at- 
tefted  by  him  and  thefele<^t  men,  and  tranfmitthe  fame  to  the  fheriif 
of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  leaft  before  the  laft  VVednefday  in  May,.. 
and  the  flieriff  fliall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  fecretary'-s  office,  fQvcti- 
teen  days  at  leaft  before  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May  ;  or  the  fe- 
le6l  men  may  j:aufe  returns  of  the  fame  to  be  made  to  the  office  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  feventeen  days  at  leaft  before 
the  laid  day ;  and  the  fecretary  ftiali  la/ the  fame  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May, 
to  be  by  them  examined  ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  eledion  by  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice  fliall  be  by  them  declared  and 
publiflied  ;  but  if  no  perfon  fliall  have  a   majoriLy  of  votes,  the 
Houfe  of  Repi  efentatives  fliall,  by  ballot,  cle(5t  two  out  of  four  per- 
fons  who  had  the  higheft  number  of  votes,  if  fo  many  fliall  have  beeni 
voted   for ;  but  if  otherwife,  out   of  the  number  voted   for^    and 
make  return  to  the  Senate  of  the  two  perfons  lb  elected,  on  which  the 
Senate  fliall  proceed  by  ballot,  to  ele6t  one,  who  Iball  be  decrlaned 
governor, 

IV.  The  governor  fliall  have  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
difcretiopj  to  afliemble  and  call  together  the  counfellors  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  time  being;  and  the  governor,  with  the  fai4 
,  counfellors,  or  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fliall  and  may^  from  time  to* 
time,  hold  and  keep  a  council  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  conftiti^tion  and  th^ 

i|iws  of  the  land,  -    ,--...:   ,;^ ,,'—•-  k--        -      ■ 
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V.  The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  (liall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  during  the  (ellion  of  the  general  court,  to  adjourn  or 
prorogue  the  fame,  to  any  time  the  two  Houfes  fliali  defire;;  and  to 
diflblve  the  fame,  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  laft  Wednefday  in 
M^y;  and,  in  the  recefs  of  the  faid  court,  to  prorogue  the  fame,  , 
from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recefs :  and  to 
call  it  together  fooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or 
prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealrh  fliall  require  the 
iame.  And  in  cafe  of  any  infectious  diftcmper  prevailing  in  the  place 
where  the  faid  court  is  next  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other 
caufe  happening  whereby  danger  may  arife  to  the  health  or  lives  of 
the  members  from  their  attendance,  he  may  direft  the  feffion  to  be 
held  at  fome  other  the  moft  convenient  place  within  the  btate.. 

And  the  governor  (hall  dilToIve  the  faid  general  court  on  the  day 
next  preceding  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May. 

VI.  In  cafes  of  difagreement  between  the  two  Houfes,  wi  h  regard 
to  the  necellity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjournment  or  prorogation, 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  iliail  have  a  right  to 
adjourn  or  prorogue  the  general  court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  as 
he  fiiall  determine  the  public  good  (liall  require. 

Vil.  The  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being 
fliall  be  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  all 
the  military' forces  of  the  State  by  fea  and  land  ;  and  fhall  have  full 
power  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officers, 
from  time  to  time  to  train,  inftru6l,  exercife  and  govern  the  militia  and 
navy,  and  for  the  fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
affemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  pofture,  the  inhabitants 
thereo^ ;  and  to  lead  and  condudl  them,  and  with  them  to  encounter, 
repel,  refift,  expel,  and  purfue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as 
by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
alfo  to  kill,  (lay,  and  deftroy,  if  neceifary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fit- 
ting  ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fucli 
perfon  and  perfons  as  fliall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  in  a  hoftile  man- 
ner attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftru6tion,  invafion,  detriment,  or 
annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  to  ufe  and  exercife,  over 
the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia  in  a<!:tual  fervice,  the  law- 
jnartial,  in  time  of  war  or  invafion,  and  alfo  in  time  of  rebellion, 
declared  by  the  legiilature  to  exift,  as  occafion  flia^l  neceflarily  re- 
quire  ;  and  to  take  and  furprife  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever, 
^\\  anc)  every  fugh  perfoa  or  perfons,  "with  their  fliips,  arms,  am, 
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munition,  and  other  goods,  as  fhall  in  a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or 
attennpt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  Commonwealth; 
and  that  the  governor  be  entrufted  with  all  thefe  and  other  powers 
incident  to  the  offices  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief, 
and  admiral,  to  be  exercifed  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  conftitution^  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  otherwife. 
,  Provided,  that  the  faid  governor  fhall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  conflitution  granted,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted  to  him  by  the  legiflature,  tranfport  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Commonwealth,  ^or  oblige  them  to  march  out  of  the 
l!niits  of  the  fame,  without  their  free  and  voluntary  confent,  or  the 
confent  of  the  general  court ;  except  fo  far  as  rpay  be  necelTary  to 
march  or  tranfport  them  by  land,  or  water,  for  the  defence  of  mch 
part  of  the  State  to  which  they  cannot  otherwife  conveniently  have 
accefs, 

VIII.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  fuch  as  perfons 
inay  be  convicted  of  before  the  Senate  by  an  impeachment  of  the 
Houfe,  fliall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council :  but  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  council,  before  convi6tion,  fhall  avail  the  party 
pleading  the  fame,  notwithftanding  any  general  or  particular  expref- 
fions  contained  therein  defcriptive  of  the  offence  or  offences  intended 
to  be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney -general,  folicitor-general, 
all  flieriffs,  coroners,  and  regiffers  of  probate,  fliall  be,  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council ;  and  every  fuch  nomination  fliall  be  made  by  the  go» 
vernor,  and  made  at  leaft  feven  days  prior  to  fuch  appointment. 

X.  The  captains  and  fubalterns  of  the  militia  fliall  be  ele6t6d  by 
the  written  votes  of  the  train-band  and  alarm-hfl  of  their  refpife6liVe 
companies  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards:  the  iieid  offi* 
cers  of  regiments  fhall  be  eledled  by  the  written  x'otes  of 'the  capfainsr 
find  fubalterns  of  their  refpeftive  regiments :  the  brigadiers  ilial  be 
(Elefted  in  like  manner  by  the  field  officers  of  their  refpeftive  bt'u 
gades :  and  fuch  officers  fo  elected  fhall  be  coromi|Eo'ji©d  by  the  go-, 
vernor,  who  fliall  determine  their  rank. 

The  legiflature  fliall,  by  (landing  laws,  dire<5l  the  time  and  man-!- 
Iter  of  convening  the  eledors,  and  of  collefting  vdtes,  and  P  cer* 
•fjfying  to  the  governor  the  officers  ele6te4» 

The 
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The  major-generals  (liall  be  appointed  by  the  Sertate  and  Houfe 
C3f  Reprefentatives)  each  having  a  negative  upoA  the  other  ;  and  be 
commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains,  of  fub- 
alterns,  (hall  negleiS  or  refiife  to  make  fuch  eiedions,  after  being  duly 
notified,  according  to  the  laws  for  the  time  being,  then  the  gover- 
nor, with  advice  of  council,  ihall  appoint  fuitable  perlons  to  fill  fuch. 
dflfices.  ...u^q-}.:.h-v=    ^'/-;rnr!  L  < 

•  And  no  officer,  duly  commiffiottdd  W  CbmTTjaird  ill  the  militia,  (hall 
be  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  addreis  of  both  Houfes  to 
the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  purfuanf  to  the  la'vV3 
oY  the  CofbrfiOnwealth  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  oihcei's  of  regiments  (hail  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  quarter-maiters ;  the  brigadiers  their  brigade-majors  j  and 
the  major-generals  their  aids ;  'and  the  governor  lliall  appoint  the 
afdjutant-f^eneral. 

The  goveftio'r,  with  advicdof  council,  fhall -appoint  all  officers  oi 
'  the  continental  army,    whom,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided,  that -thiseomai^Mi wealth  fhall  appoint^  as  alfa 
all  officers-of  forts  and  garrifbns^x  :^3>rDi:  f^ ■ ' .^^'j^^'h  ,o  !':>v  .'^  c  ^., 

The  divifions  of  the  mililia  into  Brigades,  regiments  and  compa- 
Bies,  made  in  purfuance  of  the  militia  laws'novv  in  force,  fliail  be 
confidered  as  the  proper  divifions  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 
w^althi  ^J*»*il  -the  fome  Ihall  be  altered  in  purfuance  of  fome  future 
law. 

XL  "'No  mofiJes  fhall  be  ilfued  out  of  the  treafliry  of  this  Com- 
rfionwealth,  and  difpofcd  of  (except  fuch  fums  as  nnay  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  redemption  of  bills  -of  credit  or  treafurers  notes,  or  for 
the  payment  of  interefls  ariling  thereon)  but  by  warrant  imder  the 
hand  Of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council,  for  the  necefTary  defence  and  fupport  of  the  Cohi- 
monwealth ;  and  for  the  protedion  and  prefervationof  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  afts  and  refolves  of  the  general  court. 

XII.  All  public  boards,  the  commiflary-general,  all  fuperintend-, 
ing  officers  of  public  magazines  and  ftores  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons  within 
the  fame,  fhall  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without 
requifition,  and  at  other  times  when  required  by  the  governor,  de- 
liver Xo  him  an  account  of  all  goods,  ftores,  provifions,  ammunition, 
Cannon  with  their  appendages,  and  fmall-arms  with  their  accoutre- 
3  mentSj^ 
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ments,  and  of  all  other  public  property  whatever  undef  their  c^re 
refpedively ;  diftinguifliing  the  quantity,  number,  quality  and  kind 
of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be ;  together  with  the  condition  of 
fuch  forts  and  garrifons :  and  the  faid  commanding  officer  ihall  ex- 
hibit to  the  governor,  when  required  by  him,  true  and  exadt  plans 
of  fuch  forts,  and  of  the  land  and  fea,  or  harbour  or  harbours  ad- 
jflccnt. 

And  the  faid  boards,  and  all  public  officers,  lliall  communicate  to 
the  governor,  as  foon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the  fam#,  all  letters, . 
difpatches,  and  intelligence  of  a  public  natun6,  which  Ihall  be  di- 
re6ted  to  them  refpeil:ively. 

XIII.  As  the  public  good  requires  that  the  governor  fiiould  ndt 
be  under  the  undue  influence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
court,  by  a  dependence  on  them  for  his  fupport — tliat  he  fliould  in 
all  cafes  a(5t  with  freedom  for  the  benefit  of  the  public — that  he 
iliould  not  have  his  attention  necelTarily  diverted  from  that  object  to 
his  private  concerns — and  that  he  fhould  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  charafter  of  its  chief  magiftrate,  it  is  necef- 
lary  that  he  lliould  have  an  honourable  dated  falary,  of  a  fixed  and- 
perVnanent  value,  amply  fufficient  for  thofe  purpofes,  and  eftabliflied 
by  (landing  laws ;  and  it  fhall  be  among  the  firft  a<Ss  of  the  general 
court,  after  the  qommencement  of  this  conflitution,  toeflablilh  fuch 
lalary  by  law  accordingly.  «(]^  ^  L-ji;.."!., 

Permanent  and  honourable  falaries  fliall  alfo  be  eftabliflied  by  law 
for  the  juftices  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court. 

And  if  it  fliall  be  found  that  any  of  the  falaries  aforefaid,  fo  efta* 
blifiied,  are  infufficient,  they  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  enlarged  aa, 
the  general  court  fliall  judge  proper.    ' 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERVOR. 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elefted  a  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  MaiTachufetts,  whofe  title  fliall  be,  His  Honour  ; 
and  who  fliall  be  qualified,  in  point  of  religion,  property,  and  refi- 
dence  in  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  gover- 
nor: and  tiie  day  and  manner  of  his  eieclion,  and  the  qualifications 
of  th^  electors,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  are  required  in  the  eleftion  of 
a  governor.  The  return  of  the  votes  for  this  officer,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  his  eleflion,  fliall  be  in  the  fame  manner :  and  if  no  one 
perfon  fliall  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned^ 
the  vacancy  fliall  be  filled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
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tives,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  governor  is  to  be  ele£^ed,  iti  cafe  no  on6 
perfon  fliall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  to  be  governor. 

II.  The  governor,  and  in  his  abfence  the  lieutenant-governor, 
fliall  be  prefideiit  of  the  council,  but  fliall  have  no  vote  in  council  ; 
and  the  lieutenant-governor  fhall  always  be  a  member  of  the  coun- 
xiJ,  except  when  the  chair  of  the  governor  fliiall  be  vacant. 

til.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  fhall  be  vacant,  by  rea- 
son of  his  death,  or  abfence  from  the  Commonwealth,  or  otherwife, 
the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being  fliall,  during  fuch  va- 
cancy, perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  governor,  and  fliall 
have  and  exercife  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  by  this  con- 
ilitution  the  governor  is  vefted  with  when  perfonally  prefent.        ^ 

COUNCIL. 

I.  There  fliall  be  a  council  for  advifing  the  governor  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  government,  to  coniifl:  of  nine  perfons  befides  the 
lieutenant-governor,  whom  the  governor  for  the  time  being  fhall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  at  his  difcretion,  to 
^fTemble  and  call  together.  And  the  governor,  with  the  faid  coun- 
fellors,  pr  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fhall  and  may,  from  time  to  time, 
hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  tlie  ordering  and  directing  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

II.  Nine  counfellors  fhall  be  annually  chofen  from  among  the 
perfons  returned  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  on  the  lall  Wednefday 
in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  af- 
fcmbled  in  one  room;  and  in  cafe  there  fhallnot  be  found,  upon 
the  firfl:  choice,  the  whole* number  of  nine  perfons  who  will  accept  a 
feat  in  the  council,  the  deficiency  fhall  be  made  up  by  the  eleftors 
aforefaid  from  among  the  people  at  large,  and  the  number  of  fena- 
tors left  fhall  conflitute  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  feats  of  the  per- 
fons ■  thus  ele^ed  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  trufl,  fliall  be 
vacated  in  the  Senate. 

III.  The  counfellors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the  Common- 
wealth, fliall  have  rank  next  after  the  lieutenant-governor. 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counfellors  fliali  be  chofen  out  of  any  one 
diflridl  of  this  Commonwealth*'^  ^iTj/" I  i'li'  -^^   ^n-ii  .    ';'''^'    - 

V.  The  refolutions  and  advice  of  ttiS  council  fhal!  be  recorded  in 
a  regifler,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  and  this  record  may 
be  called  for  at  any  time  by  either  Houfe  of  the  legiflature,  and  ^ny 
member  of  the  council  may  infert  his  opinion  contrary  to  the  refo- 
iiUion  of  the  majority. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  ■  VI.  When- 
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>  VI.  Whenever  the  office  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor 
ihall  be  vacant,  by  reafon  of  death,  abfence,  or  otherwife,  then  the 
council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  (hall,  during  fuch  vacancy,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  execute,  all  and  every  fuch  a6ts 
matters  and  things,  as  the  governor,  or  the  lieutenant-governor, 
might  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  conftitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they  ' 
or  either  of  them  were  perfonally  prefent. 

VII.  'Arm  whereas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  mac^e  by  this 
conftitution,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  by  the  two 
Houfes  of  the  legiflature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the 
faid  ele6tions  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  the  fame  fliall 
be  completed.  And  the  order  of  elections  fhall  be  as  follows :  The 
vacancies  in  the  Senate,  if  any,  Ihall  firft  be  filled  up  ;  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  fliall  then  be  ele6led,  provided  there  fliould 
be  no  choice  of  them  by  the  people  ;  and  afterwards  the  two  Houfes 
ihall  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  council. 

SECRETARY,    TREASURER,    COMMISSARY,    &C. 

1.  The  fecretary,  treafurer  and  reeeiver-general,  and  the  commif- 
fary-general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  fliall  be  chofen  an- 
nually, by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives,  in  one 
room.  And  that  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be  afl\ired, 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  monies  remaining  in  the  public  treafury, 
upon  the  fettlement  and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  are  their 
property,  no  man  fliall  be  eligible  as  treafurer  and  receiver-general 
more  than  five  years  fucceffively. 

'  II.  The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  be  kept  in  the  office 
t)f  the  fecretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies,  for  whofe  condud 
he  fliall  be  accountable  ;  and  he  fliall  attend  th?  governor  and  coun- 
cil, the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  perfon,  or  by  his 
deputies,  as  they  fliall  refpedtively  require. 

JUDICIARY     POWER. 

I.  The  tenure  that  all  commiffion  officers  fliall  by  law  have  in  their 
offices  fliall  be  exprefled  in  their  refpeftive  commiffions.  All  judi- 
cial officers,  duly  appointed,  commiffioned  and  fworn,  fliall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  fuch  concerning  whom 
there  is  diiferent  provifion  made  in  this  conftitution  ;  provided,  ne- 
\ertlielefs,  the  governor,  with  confent  of  the  council,  may  remove 
them  upon  the  jiddrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature. 

4  II.  Each 
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IL  Each  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  as  well  as  the  governor  and 
council,  fliall  have  authority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  juftices 
of  the  fupreme  judicial  court  upon  important  queftions  of  law,  and 
upon  folemn  occafions.  r 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  fufFer  from  the  long  con- 
tinuance in  place  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  fliall  fail  of  dif* 
charging  the  important  duties  of  his  office  with  ability  or  fidelity^ 
all  commiffiqns  of  juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  expire  and  become  void 
in  the  term  of  feven  years  from  their  refpe6tive  dates  ;  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  any  commiflion,  the  fame  may,  if  neceflliry,  be  re- 
newed, or  another  perTon  appointed,  as  fliall  moil  conduce  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Commonwealth. 

IV.  The  judges  of  probate  of  wills,  and  for  granting  letters  of 
adminiftration,  fliall  hold  their  courts  at  fuch  place  or  places,  on 
fixed  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  fliall  require  j  and  the 
Legiflature  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint  fuch  times  and 
places  ;  until  which  appointments,  the  faid  courts  fliall  be  holden  at 
the  times  and  places  which  the  refpe6tive  judges  fliall  direct. 

V.  All  caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
from  the  judges  of  probate,  fliall  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
governor  and  council,  until  the  Legiflature  fliall  by  law  i^nake  other 
provifion. 

DELEGATES    TO    CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to  tli£  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  fliall,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be 
eledted  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  aflembled  together  in  one  room,  to  ferve  in  Congrefs  for  one 
year,  to  commence  on  the  firfl:  Monday  in  November  then  next  en« 
fuing.  They  fliall  have  commiflions  under  the  hand  of  the  governor 
and  the  great  feal  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  may  be  recalled  at  any 
time  within  the  year,  and  others  chofen  and  commiflioned,  in  the 
iame  manner,  in  their  flead. 

UNIVERSITY    OF    CAMBRIDGE. 

I.  Whereas  our  wife  and  j>ious  anceftors,  fo  early  as  the  year 
1636,  laid  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  in  which  univerfity 
many  perfons  of  great  eminence  have,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  been 
initiated  in  thofe  arts  and  fciences  which  qualified  them  for  public 
employments,  both  in  church  and  fl:ate  :  and  whereas  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts  and  fciences,  and  all  good  literature,  tends  to  the  hor , 

D  d  »  naur 
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iiour  of  God,  the  advantage  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  great 
benefit  of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America;  it  is  declared, 
that  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  and  their  fuccelTors  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and 
fervants,  Ihall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife  and  enjoy  all  the  powers, 
authorities,  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  .^nd  franchifes, 
\thich  they  now  have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife 
and  enjoy :  and  the  fame  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto 
them,  the  faid  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their 
fuccefTors,  aiid  to  their  officers  and  fervants,  refpeftively,  for  ever, 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been  at  fundry  times,  by  divers  per- 
fons,  gifts',  grants,  devifes  of  houfes,  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chat- 
tels, legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New-England,  or  to  the  prefident  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  laid  college  by  fome  other 
ckfcription,  under  fcvcral  charters  fucceffively ;  it  is  declared,  that 
111  the  faid  gifts,  grants,  devifes,  legacies  and^onveyances,  are  hereby 
for  ever  confirmed  unto  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  to  their  fucceflbrs  in  the  capacity  aforefaid,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor  or  donors,  grantor  or 
jgrantors,  devifor  or  devifors. 

.^  III.  Aqd  whereas,  by  an  a£t  of  the  general  court  of  the  colony  of 
IVf  afi^achufetts  bay,  pafied  in  the  year  1643,  the  governor  and  deputy- 
governor  for  the  time  being,  and  all  the  magiftrates  of  that  jurif- 
d  (^lion,  were,  with  the  prefident,  and  a  number  of  the  clergy  in  the 
laid  ad  defcribed,  conftituted  the  overfeers  of  Harvard  College  i  and 
it  being  neceflary,  in  this  new  confiitution  of  government,  to  afcer* 
tain  who  Ihall  be  deemed  fucceflTors  to  the  faid  governor,  deputy-, 
governor,  and  magiftrates:  it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, council,  and  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth  are, 
and  Ihall  be  deemed  their  fuccelTors ;  v/ho,  with  the  prefident  of 
Harvard  College  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  minifters  of 
the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Charlefton,  Bofton,  Roxbiiry  and  Dorcheiler,  mentioned  in 
the  faid  a6t,  fliall  be,  and  hereby  are,  vefted  with  all  the  powers  and 
authority  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overfeers  of 
Harvard  College  ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  fiiall  be  conftrued 
to  prevent  the  Legiflature  of  this  Comiponwealth  from  making  fnch 
alterations  in  the  government  of  the  faid^univerfity,  as  fliall  be  con- 
ducive to  its  advantage,  and  the  intereft  of  the  republic  of  -  letters,  ii^ 
■•'"■'  •  ^§ 
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as  full  a  mamier  as  might  have  been  done  by  the  Legiflature  of  the 
late  province  of  the  Maflachufetts  bay. 

ENCOURAGEMENT    OF    LITERATURE. 

Wifdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue,  diffufed  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  rights  and  liberties ;  and  as  thefe  depend  on  fpreading  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  among  the  different  orders  of  the  people  ;  it  Ihall 
be  the  duty  of 'the  legillatures  and  magiftrates,  in  all  future  periods  /  i 
of  this  Commonvyealth,  to  cherifli  the  intereils  of  literature  and  the 
fciences,  and  all  feminaries  of  them ;  efpecially  the  univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  public  fchools  and  grammar  fchools  in  the  towns ;  to 
encourage  private  focieties  and  public  inftitutions,  rewards  and  im- 
munities, for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufaftures,  and  a  natural  hiftory  of  the  country ;  to  coun- 
tenance and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  bene- 
volence, public  ^nd  private  charity,  induftry  and  frugality,  honefty 
and  puniSluality  in  their  dealings  ;  finccrity,  good-humour,  and  all 
fecial  affeftions  and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people. 

OATHS    AND    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Any  perfon  chofen  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  counfellor, 
fenator,  or  reprefentatlve,  and  accepting,  the  truft,  fliall,  before  he 
proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  make  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  following  declaration,  viz, 

"  I  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
have  a  firm  perfuafion  of  its  truth  ;  and  that  I  am  feifed  and  pof- 
felTed,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by  the  conflitu- 
tion  as  one  qualification  for  the  office  or  place  to  which  I  am  elected.'* 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellor?,  fliall 
make  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  AlTembly  ;  and  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  firft  eleded 
under  this  conflitution,  before  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council 
of  the  former  conftitution,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  gover- 
nor and  council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  perfon  chofen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices  afore- 

faid,  as  alfo  any  perfon  appointed  or  commiffioned  to  any  judicial, 

executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the  government,  fhall,  bcn 

fere  he  enters  on  the  difcharge  of  the  bufinefs  of  his  place  or  office, 

'  ••'  take 


206  GENERAL    DESCRIPTIOK 

take  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  and  oaths  or  affirma* 
tions,  viz. 

"  I  A,  B.  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledge,  profefs,  tcftify,^ 
and  declare,  that  the  Commonwealth  of  MalTachufetts  is,  and  oi 
right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  State  j  and  I  do 
fwear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  faid  Common'^ 
wealth,  and  that  I  will  defend  the  fame  againft  traiterous  confpiracies 
and  all  hoftile  attempts  whatfoevcr :  and  that  I  do  renounce  and  abjure 
all  allegiance,  fubjetl^ion,  and  obedience,  to  the  King,  Queen,  or  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britam  (as  the  Cafe  may  be)  and  every  other  foreign. 
power  whatfoeyer :  and  that  no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate, 
or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdidion,  fuperiority, 
pre-eminence,  authority,  difpenfing  or  other  power,  in  any  matter, 
civil,  ecclefiaftical,  orfpiritual,  within  this  Commonwealth,  except  the 
authority  or  power  which  is  or  may  be  vefted  by  their  conftituents  in 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  And  I  do  further  teftify  and  de- 
clare, that  no  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  any  right  to  ab- 
folveor  difcharge  me  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or 
affirmation ;  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowledgment,  profeffion, 
teftimony,  declaration,  denial,  renunciation,  and  abjuration,  heartily 
and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of  the 
foregoing  words,  without  any  equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or  fecret 
refervation  whatfoevcr.     So  help  me  God." 

''  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  and  aflirm,  that  I  will  faithfully  and 

KDpartially  dilchai-ge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as 

according  to  the  befl  of  my  abilities  and  understanding, 

agreeably  to  the  rules   and  regulations  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 

laws  of  this  Commonwealth.     So  help  me  God,*' 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  perfon  chofen  or  appointed  as 
aforefaid,  (hall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
and  fhall  decline  taking  the  faid  oaths,  he  fiiall  make  his  affirmation 
in  the  foregoing  form,  and  fubfcribe  the  fame,  omitting  the  words,. 
*'  Jfiofivear,*'  '*•  and  ahjure^^'*  ^^  oath  or  ^^^  '•^abjuration,''*  in  the 
firit  oath  ;  and  in  the  fecond  oath,  the  words,  ^^fvjcar  andy*  and  in 
each  of  them  the  words,  '*  So  help  me  Gody*  lubjoining  inflead 
thereof,   *'  'This  I  do  under  the  pains  and  penalties  ef perjury.'''' 

And  the  faid  oaths  or  affirmations  fliall  be  taken  and  fubfcribed  by 
Uie  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  before  the 
prefident  of  the  Senate  in  the  prefence  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Aflcm- 
yy ;  and  by  the  -  fenators  and  reprefei^tatives  firft  eleded  under  this 

<^Oft- 
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eonftitution,  before  the  prefident  and  fiveof  the  council  of  the  formef 
conftitiition,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council 
for  the  time  being,  and  by  the  refidue  of  the  officers  aforefaid,  before 
fuch  perfons  and  in  fuch  manner  as  from  time  to  time  fliall  be  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  Icgiflature.     - 

DISQUALIFICATIONS    FOR    OFFICE. 

No  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  fllall  hold  any  other  office  or  place  under  the  autho- 
thority  of  this  Commonwealth,  except  fuch  as  by  this  conftitution  they 
are  admitted  to  hold;  faving  that  the  judges  of  the  faid  court  may 
hold  the  offices  of  juftices  of  the  peace  through  the  State  ;  nor  fliall 
they  hold  any  other  place  or  office,  or  receive  any  penlion  or  falary 
from  any  other  ftate  or  government  or  power  whatever. 

No  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercifing  at  the  famb 
time  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  this  State,  viz, 
judge  of  probate,  flieriff,  regifter  of  probate,  or  regifter  of  deeds ;  and 
never  more  than  any  two  offices  which  are  to  be  held  by  appointment ' 
of  the  governor,  or  the  governor  and  council,  or  the  Senate,  or  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  or  by  the  ele£lion  of  the  people  of  the 
State  at  large,  or  of  the  people  of  any  country,  military  offices 
and  the  offices  of  juftices  of  the  peace  excepted,  fhall  be  held  by  one 
perfon.    . 

No  perfon  holding  the*  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  fecretary,  attorney-general,  folicitor-general,  treafurer,  or 
receiver-general,  judge  of  probate,  commilTary-general  ;  prefident, 
profcflbr,  or  inftrudor  of  Harvard  college;  flierifr,  clerk  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  regifter  of  probate,  regifter  of  deeds, 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  clerk  of  the  inferior  court 
of  Common  Pleas,  or  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  including  in  this 
defcription  naval  officers,  fliall  at  the  fame  time  have  a  feat  in  the 
Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;  but  their  being  chofen  or  ap- 
pointed to,  and  accepting  the  fame,  fliall  operate  as  a  refignation  of 
their  feat  in  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  the  place  fo 
vacated  fliall  be  filled  up. 

And  the  fame  rule  fhall  take  place  in  cafe  any  judge  of  the  faid 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  judge  of  probate,  fhall  accept  of  a  feat  in 
council ;  or  any  counfellor  fhall  accept  of  either  of  thofe  offices  or 
places. 

And  no  perfon  fhall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  feat  in  the  legifla- 
ture,  or  any  office  of  truft  or  importance  under  the  government  of 

this 
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this  Commonwealth,  who  ftiall,  in  the  due  courfe  oj  law,  have 
been  convided  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  elei^ion  or 
appointment. 

PECUNIARY   QUALIFICATIONS   FOR    OFFICE* 

In  all  cafes  xvhere  fuftis  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  confti- 
tution  of  qualifications,  the  value  thereof  fliall  be  computed  in  filver, 
at  fix  {hillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce ;  and  it  fliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  legiflature  from  time  to  time  to  increafe  fuch  qualifi- 
cations', as  to  property  of  the  perfons  to  be,  eIe£Ved  into  offices,  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  require. 

~-     ^.j^^      _!         :.  COMMISSIONS. 

.  All  commiffions  (hall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
-Maflachufetts,  figned  by  the  governor,  and  attefled  by  the  fe- 
cretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  feai  of  the  Coramon- 
•wealih  alExed  thereto.  -    -  >  -7..* ' '?:  i';L  -n  ; ,-;  • 

WRITS. 

All  writs  ifliiing  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
law  fliall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts ; 
they  fliall  be  under  the  feal  of  the  court  from  whence  they  iflue  ; 
they  fliall  bear  tefl:  of  the  firfl:  juftice  of  the  coujt  to  which  they 
ihair  be  returnable  who  is  not  a  party,  ^d  be  figned  by  the  clerk 
of  fuch  court. 

,1 

CONFIRMATION    OF    LAWS. 

All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  ufed  and  ap- 
proved in  the  province,  colony,  or  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  and 
ufually  pradtifed  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  fliall  flill  remain  and 
be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the /legiflature ;  fuch 
parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  hberties 
contained  in  this  conftitution. 

HABEAS    toViFVsl    ^'^''^'^'^^^^^'^'^^^^ 

The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas' Corpus^  fhall  be  en- 
joyed in  this  Commonwealth,  iii  the  moft  free,  eafy,  cheap,  ex- 
peditious, and  ample  manner ;  and  fliall  not  be  fufpended  by  the 
Jegiflature,  except  upon  the  mofl:  urgent  and  preffing  occafions,  and 
for  a  limited  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 

ENACT* 
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ENACTING    STILE    OF    LAWS. 

The  enatfling  ftile  in  making  and  paflang  ail  a^fts,  ftatutes,  apji 
laws,  Ihali  be,  "  Be  it  enafted  by  the  Senate  and  Houfeof  Reprefen- 
tatives  in  general  court  affen^bied,  and  by  the  anthority  of  the  fame." 

TO-  i'/fd    fifii         CONTINUANCE    OF   OFFICERS. 

To  tlic  end  there  may  be  no  failure  of  juftice,  or  danger  arife 
to  the  Commonwealth  from  the  change  of  the  form  of  government-^ 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding  commiffions  under  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  in  New-England,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  faid  government  and  people,  at  the  time  this  coii- 
Jlitution  ihall  take  efFeft,  fliall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife,  and  en- 
joy all  the  powers  and  authority  to  them  granted  or  committed, 
until  other  p'erfons  (hall  be  appointed  in  their  flead  ;  and  all  courts 
of  law  fliall  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  bufinefs  of  their  refpec- 
tive  departments ;  and  all  the  executive  and  legiflative  officers,  bodies, 
and  powers,  ftiall  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  enjoyment  and 
exercife  of  all  their  trufts,  employments,  and  authority,  until 
the  general  court,  and  the  fiipremc  and  executive  officers  under 
this  conftitution,  are  deiignated  and  invefled  with  their  refpe^livq 
trufls,  powers,  and  authority. 

PROVISION    FOR    REVISAL. 

In  order  the  more  efTciStually  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  this 
conftitution,  and  to  corred  thofe  violations  which  by  any  means 
may  be  made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form  fuch  alterations  as  from  ex- 
perience fliall  be  found  necelTary,  the  general  court  which  fliall  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- five, 
fliall  iflije  precepts  to  the  felerSl  men  of  the  feveral  towns,  and  to  the 
afleflbrs  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  direding  them  to  convene 
the  qualified  voters  of  their  refpedive  towns  and  plantations,  for  the 
purpofe  of  collecting  their  fentiments  on  the  neceffity  or  expediency 
of  reviling  the  conftitution,  in  order  to  amendments. 

And  if  it  fliall  appear  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
qualified  voters  throughout  the  State,  who  fliall  aiTemble  and  vote  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  precept,  are  in  favour  of  fuch  revifion  and 
amendment,  the  general  court  fhall  ifliie  precepts,  or  dire6l  them  to 
be  iftbed  from  the  fecretary's  office  to  the  feveral  towns,  to  cleft  de  ^ 
legates  to  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

Vol,  II,  Ji^-~.-  ^         The 

^^     OF  THE      '  * 

I  UNIVERSITY*] 


210  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION,   &C. 

The  faid  delegates  to  be  chofcn  in  the  fame  manner  and  propoN 
■tion  as  their  reprefentatives  in  the  fecond  branch  of  the  legiflature 
are  by  this  conftitution  to  be  chofen. 

CONCLUSION, 

This  form  of  government  fliall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  ancj 
depolited  in  the  fecretary's  office,  and  be  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the 
land  J  and  printed  copies  thereof  fhall  be  prefixed  to  the  book  con- 
taining the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  future  editions  of 
the  faid  laws.*     -  yifinr!'!-- 

.  *r  Thofe  who  wi(h  for  a  mare  minqte  hiftorxcal  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
this  State,  are  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Maffachufetts — Mi^not's  Hirtory  of 
the  lufurrculion  in  Maffachufetts — The  Publications  of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  ni  th^ 
American  Apollo — Hazard's  Hiftorical  Colle£tions — Chalmer's  PoUtickl  Annalsj  afi^ 
-pough's  Hiftory  of  the  People  calkd  Quake^V     '  .•:"'»'^  VA'--: 
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SlTUAtlOiS",  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  province,  or  diftrift,  is  fituated  between  43"  and  48°  north 
latitude,  and  4°  and  9'^  eail  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  feparatedby  the  high  lands.  On  -the 
eaft  by  a  river  called  St.  Croix,  and  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
fource  of  the  fald  river  to  the  high  lands  before  mentioned,  which  fe- 
parates  it  from  the  province  of  New-Brunfwick ;  but  what  river  is 
referred  to  under  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  this  boundary  line,  is  at  prefent  a  fub- 
je6t  of  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The 
French,  according  to  their  mode  of  taking  pofleflion,  always  fixed  a 
crofs  in  every,  river  they  came  to.  Almoft  every  river  on  the  coaft 
they  difcovered,  has,  therefore,  in  turn  been  called  La  Riviere  de  St. 
Croix.         .  . 

There  are  three  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  bay  of  Pafla- 
maquaddy,  the  eafternmoft  always  called  by  the  native  Indians,  and 
French,  St.  Croix,  and  the  middle  one  Schoodiac.  Before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war.  Governor  Barnard  fent  Mr.  Mitchell,  a 
furveyor,  and  feveral  others,  to  explore  the  bay  of  Paflamaquaddy, 
to  examine  the  natives,  and  to  find  out  which  was  the  true  river  St. 
Croix.  They  did  accordingly,  and  reported  it  to  be  the  eafternmoft 
•fiver,  and  returned  correfpondent  plans  of  their  furvey.  At  the 
•forming  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  commilfioners  had  Mitchell's 
maps ;  and  in  fixing  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia, 
now  called  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts, 

E  e  z  they 
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they  confidered  it  to  be  the  river  laid  down  by  him.  After  the  peace, 
the  Britifli  fubjefts  of  Nova  Scotia  took  poireffion  of  all  the  lands  be- 
tween St.  Croix  and  Schoodiac  rivers,  which  trad  is  faid  to  be  nearly 
as  large  ^s  the  State  of  New-Hampfliire,  and  now  hold  poffeffion  of 
the  fame,  alTerting  that  Schoodiac  is  the  true  St.  Croix ;  they  alfo 
claim  all  the  iflands  in  the  bay  of  Pafiamaqiiaddy,  although  feveral  of 
them  lie  feveral  miles  weft  of  the  river  which  they  call  the  boundary. 
Thus  the  province  of  Maine. is,  for  the  prefent,  abridged  of  a  very 
large  portion  of  its  territory,  to  which  itappearr,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
State  of  New-Hamplhire. 

The  old  province  of  Maine  (incltrded  in  the  above  limits)  is 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  New-Hampfliire,  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  north  and  north-eaft  by  the  land,  called  in  fame  maps  Sagada- 
hock.  It  was  fuppofed  at  the  time  of  its  being  made  a  province,  to  have 
been  one  hundied  and  twenty  miles  fquare  ;  but  by  a  fettlement  of 
the  line,  in  1737,  on  the  part,  ov  fide  adjoining  New-Hampfi\ire, 
the  form  (^f  the  land  was  reduced  from  a  fquare  to  that  of  a  diamond. 

AIR  AND  CUMATE, 
The  climate  doei  not  materially  differ  from  the  reft  of  New-En^g^ 
land*  The  weather  is  more  regular  in  the  winter,  which  ufually 
kils  with  feverity,  from  the  middle  of  December  to  tJhe  latter  end  of* 
March  ;  during  this  time  the  ponds  and  frefh  water  rivers  are  paftabl^e 
on  the  ice,  and  fleighing  continues  uninterrupteli^  by  thaws,  which 
are  common  ■  in  the  three  fouthern  New-England  States.  Althougii 
vegetation  in  the  fpring  commences  earlier  in  thofe  States  than  in 
this  diftrift,  yet  here  it  is  much  more  rapid.  The  elevation^  of  the 
iands  in  general — the  purity  of  the  air,  which  is  rendered  fwest  and 
falubrious  by  the  balfamic  qualities  of  many  of  the  foreft  trees — "ikt 
limpid  ftreams,  both  large  and  fmall,  which  abundantly  water  this' 
country,  and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  ^nite  to  render  this 
one  of  the  healthieft  countries  in  the  world.  - -'^ 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    &c.  .:j 

Tl>cdiftri«5t  of  Maine,  though  an  elevated  tra£t  of  country,  caniiot 

-be  <:alled  mountainous  ;  it  has  a  fea  coaft  of  about  two  hundred  and 

forty  miles,  in  which  diftance  there  are  'jln  abundance  of  fafe  stssd 

commodious  bAr*bours  ;  befides  which  there  is  a  fccUfity  givento 

naviga- 
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fiavlgatiort,  on  fome  part  of  the  coaft,  by  what  is  called  the  in* 
land  paffage.  Almoft  the  wliole  coaft  is  lined  with  illands,  among 
which  vcfTcIs  may  generally  anchor  with  fafety. 

The  principal  bays  are,  PalTamaquaddy,  Machias,  Penobfcot, 
Caico,  and  Wells.  Of  thefe,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the  mofl  re- 
markable. Both  are  full  of  iflands,  fome  of  which  are  large  enough 
for  townfliips.  Long-Ifland,  in  the  center  of  Penobfcot  bay,  is  fif- 
teen miles  -tn  length, .'and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  and  forms 
an  incorporated  towniliip,  by  the  name  of  Ifleborough,  containing 
about  four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a  fine  peninfula  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  bay  the  Britifli  built  a  fort  and  made  a  fettlement,  which  is 
now  the  fliire  town  in  the  county  of  Hancock.  The  points  of  Cafco 
bay  are,  Cape  Small  Point  on  the  eafi-,  and  Cape  Elizabeth  on  the 
well.  This  bay  is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  width,  and  fourteen  in 
length,  forming  a  moft  excellent  harbour  for  velTv^ls  of  any  burden, 
and  interfperfed  with  4  multitude  of  iflands,  fome  of  which  are 
nearly  larpre  enough  for -townfliips.  Wells*  bay  lies  between  Cape 
^orpoiie  and  Cape  Neddock. 

The  whole  intericr  part  of  the  coimtry  is  watered  by  many  large 
and  fmall  rivers  ;  the  principal  are  the  following,  as  you  proceed 
from  eaft  to  weft.  St.  Croix,  a  fliort  river,  ilTuing  from  a  large  pond 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  river,  fanarkable  only  for  its  forming  a 
part  of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Next  is  Pafiama- 
quaddy  river,  which,  Vv'ith  the  Schoodiac  from  the  weft,  falls  by  ontf 
mouth  into  PaflTamaquaddy  bay.  Oppofite  Mount  Defert  Ifland, 
which  is  about  fifteen  miles  long,  and  twelve  broad,  Union  river 
empties  into  a  large  bay.  A  fliort  dillance  weft  is  the  noble  Penob- 
fcot, which  rifes  in  two  branches  from  the  high  lands;  of  this  we 
have  already  fpoken,  as  we  have  alfo  of  the  Kennebeck,  Amerif- 
coggin,  and  the  Saco,*  which  likewife  flow  through  this  diftrift. 
At  the  falls  of  the  latter,  v*hich  are  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea,  the 
river  is  broken  by  Indian  Ifland,  over  which  is  the  poft  road,  and 
a  bridge  is  thrown  over  each  of  the  branches.  A  number  of  mills 
are  ereded  here,  to  which  logs  are  floated  from  forty  and  fifty  miles 
above,  and  vefl!els  can  come  quite  to  the  mills  to  take  in  the  lumber. 
Four  million  feet  of  pine  boards  were  annually  fawed  at  thefe  mills 
before  the  war.  Biddeford  and  Pepperhill  borough  lie  on  either  fide 
•f  the  moutli  oi  this  river.     Moufom,  York,  and  Cnpe  Neddock 

'  ■;  *  Pages  8  and  9. 
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rivers,  in  the  county  of  York,  are  fhort  and  inconfiderable  ftreartiS* 
SheepfcLit  is  a  river  navigable  for  twenty  or  thirty  rniles,  and  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  ocean  a  little  to  the  eaft'.vard  of  the  Kennebeck* 
On  this  river  is  the  important  port  of  WifcalFet,  in  the  townfliip  of 
Pownalborongh. 

Stevens's  river  heads  within  a  mile  of  Merry  Meeting  Bay^  a  com- 
munication with  which  has  lately  been  opened  by  means  of  a  canaL 
Culiens  river  is  between  Freeport  and  North  Yarmouth.  Royals 
river  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  North  Yarmouth.  Prefumfcut 
river  meets  the  fea  at  Falmouth  j  it  is  fed  by  a  lake  called  Sebacook, 
fituated  at  about  eighteen  miles  N.  W.  of  Portland,  and  connected 
with.  Long  Pond  on  the  N.  W.  by  Sungo  river.  The  whole  extent  of 
thefe  waters  is  nearly  thirty  miles  in  a  N.W.  and  S.  E.  direction. 
Another  river  called  Konfucb,  paffes  to  the  fea  through  Scarborough; 
this  river  receives  its  narrie  from  its  extraordinary  frefliets  ;  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  diftrift  is  beautifully  interfe6led  and  adorned  with 
fiiiall  lakes,  rivers,  &c.  Wliich  render  it  an  eligible  fituation  to 
the  farmer  and  manufa6turer. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
A  great  portion  of  the  lands  are  arable,  and  exceedingly  fertile, ' 
particularly  between  Penobfcot  and  Kennebeck  rivers.  On  fome 
jpart  of  the  fea  coalls,  however,  the  lands  are  but  indifferent ;  but 
this  defeft  might  eafily  be  remedied,  by  manuring  them  with  a  marine 
vegetable,  called  rock  weed,  which  grows  on  the  rocks  between  high 
and  low  Water  mark,  all  along  the  fliores.  It  makes  amoft  excellent 
manure,  andthefupply  is  immenfe.  It  generally  grows  in  this  diftri6t 
on  all  the  fliores  that  are  waflied  by  the  fea  ;  and  the  breadth  of  the 
border  is  in  proportion  to  the  height  the  tide  rifes,  which,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  diftritSl:,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It  is  eflimated  that 
there  are  four  thoufand  acres  of  this  rock  weed  on  this  coaft,  and  that 
Cvich  acre  vv'ill  produce  annually  twenty  loads,  making  in  the  whole 
eighty  thoufand  loads  of  the  beft  manure,  ten  loads  of  which  fpread 
npon  an  acre  are  reckoned  fufficient  for  three  years.  The  country 
has  a  large  proportion  of  dead  fwamps  and  funken  lands,  which  are 
eafijy  drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil.  The  interior  country  is 
iiiiiverfally  reprefented  as  being  of  an  excellent  foil,  well  adapted 
both  for  tiila:^e  and  pallure. — The  lands  in  general  are  eafily  cleared, 
having  but  tittle  under-hrufli. 

The 
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This  diftri(5b  may  naturally  be  confidered  in  three  di?iiiohs — The 
iirft  comprehending  the  tra6t  lying  eaft  of  Penobfcot  river,  of  about 
four  million  five  hundred  thoufand  acres^-'The  fecond,  and  beft 
tra£V,  of  about  four  million  acres,  lying  between  Penobfcot  and 
Kennebeck  rivers — The  third,  which  was  fii  ft  fettled,  and  is  the  moft 
populous  at  prefent,  vvef^  of  Kennebeck  river,  containing  alfo  about 
four  million  acres. 

The  foil  of  this  country,  however,  in  general,  where  it  is  properly 
filted  to  receive  the  i'eed,  appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  the  growth 
Off  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  peas,  hemp,  and  flax,  as  well  as  to  tho 
prqdudtioa  of  almoft  all  kinds  of  culinary  roots  and  plants,  Englifli 
grafs,  and  Indian  corn,  provided  the  feed  be  procured  from  a  more 
northern  climate.  Hops  are  the  fpontaneous  growth  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is  yet  problematical,  whether  apple  and  other  fruit  trees 
will  flouri(h  in  the  northern  and  eaftem  parts  of  this  diftrid.  It  i^ 
faid,  however,  that  a  century  ago,  there  were  good  orchards  within 
the  county  of  Wafhington,  about  the  bay  of  Paffamaquaddy,  which 
were  destroyed  after  Colonel  Church  broke  up  the  French  fettlements 
at  that  place.  From  fome  experimementa  of  the  prefent  inhabitants, 
the  prefumption  is  rather  againft  the  growth  of  fruit  trees.  In  the 
counties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  fruit  is  as  plenty  as  in  Nevv-» 
Hampfliire.  This  country  is  equally  as  good  for  grazing  as  for  til- 
lage, and  large  ftocks  of  neat  cattle  may  be  fed  both  in  fummer  and 
winter. 

The  natural  produ^ions  conlift  of  white  pine  and  fpruce  trees  in 
large  quantities,  fuitable  for  mafts,  boards,  and  fliingles :  the  white 
pine  is,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  the  mofl  ufeful  and  important,  no 
wood  will  fupply  its  place  with  advantage  in  building.  Maple,  beech, 
white  and  grey  oak,  and,yellow  birch,  are  the  growth  of  this  country. 
The  birch  is  a  large  fightly  tree,  and  is  ufed  for  cabinet  work,  and  rcr 
qeives  a  polifli  little  inferior  to  mahogany.  The  outer  bark,  which 
ponfifts  of  a  great  number  of  layers,  when  feparated,  is  as  fmooth  and 
foft  as  the  befl  writing  paper,  and  in  fome  cafes  is  a  tolerable  fubftitute 
fprit.  The  low  lands  produce  fir,  but  it  is  unfit  for  timber,  and  of  but 
little  worth  for  fuel,  it  however  yields  a  balfam  that  is  highly  prized, 
Thisbalfam,  is  contained  in  fmall  protuberances  like  blifters,  under 
the  fmooth  bark  of  the  tree,  which  is  an  evergreen,  refembiing  the 
fpruce,  but  very  tapering,  and  neither  tall  nor  large. 

Mountain  and  bog  iron  are  found  in  feveral  parts  of  this  diftrift, 
9nd  fome  works  have  been  erefted  for  its  manufa£ture  ;  there  has 
^Ifo  a  fpecies  of  ftone  ^en  found  at  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York, 

tot 
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that  yields  copperas  and  fulphur,  and  there  is  no  dotibt  but  that  time 
will  bring  other  minerals  to  light. 

Under  this  article,  the  following  remarks  of  General  Lincoln  rfie- 
fit  a  place  : 

"  From  the  different  rivers,  in  this  caftern  country,  waters  may 
be  drawn  for  mills,  and  all  water  work  ;  belides,  many  are  the 
advantages  which  arife  to  a  country,  through  which  dreams  of  water 
are  fo  liberally  interfperfed,  as  they  are  in  this ;  and  efpecially  when 
they  abound,  as  many  of  thefe  do,  with  filli  of  different  kinds  ; 
among  them  are  the  falmon,  ibad,  alevvife,  and  others,  which  feek 
the  cjuiet  waters  of  th^  lakes,  as  the  only  places  in  which  they  can 
with  MQty  lodge  their  fpawn.  From  this  foiirce,  the  inland  country 
may  draw  a  fupply  of  fifli,  equal  to  all  their  demands  (if  they  are  not 
interrupted  in  their  paffage)  which  are  rendered  peculiarly  valuable, 
as  their  annual  return  is  at  a  fexilon  of  the  year  wlien  mofl  needed,  and 
when  they  can  be  cured  with  a  very  little  i'alt ;  fo  that  a  long  and 
free  ufe  of  them  will  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  certainty  of  the  fupply  adds  to  its  value.  Thefe  fifli, 
as  is  fnppofed,  and  of  which  there  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  doubt,  rC' 
turn  to  the  fame  waters  yearly,  in  which  they  were  fpawned,  unlefs 
ibme  natural  obftru6lion  be  thrown  in  their  way.  Whiift  ths 
people  inland  may  be  fupplied  with  thefe  fifh,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fea  coaft  may  be  fupplied  with  the  cod  and  other  ground  filb, 
v/hich  are  allured  quite  into  their  harbours,  in  purfuit  of  the  river 
iifii,  and  may  be  taken  with  the  greateft  eafe,  as  no  other  craft  is 
neceifary  in  many  places  than  a  common  canoe.  Great  advantages 
arife  alfo  to  thole  who  live  on  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  Ihell-fifh,  viz. 
the  lobfter,  the  fcollop,  and  the  clam.  To  thefe  advantages  may  be 
added,  thofe  ivhich  arife  from  the  forefts  being  filled  with  the  moofe 
and  deer,  and  the  waters  being  covered  with  wild  fowls  of  different 
Icinds." 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. ' 
This  diftri6t  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  York,  Cumber* 
land,  Lincoln,  Hancock,  and  Wafliington,  containing 
towns,  the  chief  of  which  are  York,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  the 
jfame  name  ;  Portland,  the  capital  of  Cumberland  county  ;  Townal- 
iDorough,  Hallowell,  and  Walderborough,  in  Lincoln  county ;  and 
Tenobfcot  and  Machias,  the  capitals  of  Walhington  and  Hancock 
counties. 

3  PORTLAND* 
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PORTLAND. 

This  is  the  capital  of  this  diftriA  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  promontoi:y 
In  Cafco  bay,  and  was  formerly  a  part  of  Falmouth.  In  July,  17S6, 
this  part  of  the  town  being  the  moi]:  populous  and  mercantile,  and 
/ituated  on  the  harbour,  toget!)er  with  the  iflands  which  belong  to 
Falmouth,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Portland.  It  has  a  moft 
excellent,  fafe,  and  capacious  harbour,  which  is  feldom  or  never 
completely  frozen  over.  It  is  near  the  main  ocean,  and  is  eafy  of 
accefs.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  con{jderabl,e  foreign  trade,  build 
iliips,  and  are  largely  concerned  in  the  fifliery.  It  is  one  of  the  moft 
thriving  commercial  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  of  MaiTachufettSo 
AlthougI>  three-fourths  of  it  was  hid  in  aflies  by  the  Britifh  fleet  ia 
1775,  it  has  iince  been  entirely  rebiiilt,  and  contains  among  its 
public  buildings  three  churches,  two  for  Congregationalifls,  and  one 
for  Epifcopalians ;  and  a  handfome  court-houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  been  ere£i.ed  on  a  point  of  land  called 
Portland  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  is  a  ftone  edifice, 
ieventy-two  feet  high,  exclulive  of  the  lanthorn. 

YORK. 

York  is  feventy-four  miles  N.  E.  from  Boftpn,  and  nine  from 
Portfmouth.  It  is  divided  into  two  parifhes  of  CongregationaMs. 
York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  fea,  paiTcs  through  the  town.  Over 
this  river,  about  a  rnile  from  the  fea,  a  wooden  bridge  was  built  in 
1 76 1,  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long,  exclufive  of  the  wharfs  at 
each  end,  which  reach  to  the  channel,  and  twenty-five  feet  wide. 
The  bridge  ftand?  on  thirteen  piers ;  and  was  planned  and  condu(5ted 
by  Major  Samuel  Sewall,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  a  native  of 
the  town.  The  model  of  Charles  riyer  bridge  was  taken  from  this, 
and  was  built  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fame  gentleman.  It 
has  alfo  fefved  as  the  model  of  Maiden  and  Beverly  bridges,  and  has 
been  imitated,  even  in  Europe,  by  thofe  ingenious  A.^ucrican  artifts, 
Meflieurs  Coxe  anc(  Thompfon. 

This  town  was  fettled  as  early  as  1630,  and  was  then  called  Aga- 
menticus,,  from  a  reniarkable  high  hill  in  it  of  that  name,  a  noted 
land  mark  for  mariners. 

Vol.  il.  F  f  About 
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About  the  year  1640,  a  great  part  of  this  town  was  incorporatccj 
by  Sir  Ferdiaando  Gorges,*  by  the  name  of  Georgiana.  He  ap- 
pointed a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  made  it  a  free  port.  In  1652, 
when  it  fell  under  the  jurifdi6lion  of  Maflachufetts,  it  aflurrjed  the 
name  of  York,  which  it  has  fince  retained. 

Hailowell  is  a  very  flourifliing  town,  lituated  in  latitude  44®  40', 
at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Kennebeck  river.  Pownalborougb, 
fituated  on  Sheepfcut  river,  with  a  good  port.  Penobfcot,  and 
Machias,  are  alfo  towns  of  confiderable  and  increafing  importance. 
Bangor,  lituated  at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Penobfcot  river, 
latiiude  45%  it  is  thought,  will  in  a  few  years  become  a  place  of  very 
confiderable  trade.  The  other  towns  of  confideration  are,  Kittery, 
fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pifcataqua  river,  which  carries  on  a 
good  trade  in  fhip  building;  Wells,  Bid^eford,  Berwick,  Nortji- 
Yannouth,  and  Waldoboi'ough.  , 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in  1790,  the  population  of  this  dif- 
trid  was  as  follows :   ■ '  ♦    • 


YORK 
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TOWNS. 

It 

TOWNS. 

Number  of 
Inhabitants. 

Kittery           I 

York 

Wells 

Arundel              ', 

Biddeford 

Pepperellborough 

Litt  e  Falls 

Little  Ofiepee 

Berwick 

Lebanon. 

Shapleigh 

Wailiington                  . 

Parfonfield 

Francilborough 

32^0 
2900 

3070 
1458 

1018 

135- 
607 

662 

3894 

1275 

1329 

262 

311 

Limrick 

Waterborough 

Coxall 

Sandford 

Frylburgh 

Brownfield  and  Sun- 1 

cook           .  .         j 
Waiterford  and  Pene- "[ 

cook             .         J 
New-Andovcr,           "1 
Hiram,  and                   \ 
Porterfield         .         J 
Buxton 

411 
965 

775 

1802 

547 
250 

250 

214 
1564 

28825 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Portland 

Gorham 

Scarborough 

Falmouth 

Cape-Elizabeth 

New-Gloucefrer 

Grey 

Windham 

Otislield 

Raymondtown 

Bridgtown 

Flintftown 

.  2240 

2244 
2235 
2991 

1355 

1358 

577 

938 

197 

345 
329 
190 

Standifti 

Butterfield 

Ruffield 

Turner 

Bucktovvn 

Shepherdfield     . 

Bakcrilown 

North-Yarmouth 

Freeport 

Durham 

Brunfwick 

Harpfwell 

716 
189 
448 
349 
453 
530 
1276 
1978 

1330 
724 

1387 
107 1 

25450 

LINCOLN   COUNTY. 

Pownalborough 
Woolwich 
Georgetown 
Bath 

Toplham 

Boothbay             *      ,  . 
Edgcomb 
New-Caftle 
Pittfton 
.  Hallo  well 

2055 
797 

^333 
949 
826 

997 
855 
896 
605 
1     1 194 

Bowdoinham 

Nobieborough 

Waldoborough 

Briftol 

Cufliing 

Warren 

Thomaftou 

Meduncook 

Union 

Winthrop 

1  ""^i 
516 

1210 

1718 

942 

646 

801 

322 

200 

1240 

izd 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 

TOWNS, 

il 

3  -2 

TOWNS. 

ipTiber  of 
habitants. 

^•^ 

52.^ 

Balltown 

1072 

Norridgwalk 

376 

Bowdoin 

.        983 

Titcomb 

264 

Vaflalborough 

1240 

Karatunk 

103 

Jones's-riantation 

262 

Sandy-River,  N°.  4. 

327 

Levviftowii 

53^ 

Little-River 

64 

Fairfield 

492 

Smithtown 

521 

Preicott  and    Carr's " 
Planlation 

Wales 

439 

159 

Green 

(^39 

Sandy-River,  N°,  i. 

130 

New-Sandwich             ; 

297 

Sandy-River,  N°.  2. 

494 

Wafhingtoii 

618 

Sandy-River,  N°.  3. 

350 

Sterling 

166 

Hancock 

278 

Rockymekoe 

103 

Window 
Canaan 

779 
.        454 

Little  borough 

^63 

29962 

HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

Penobfcot 

.      1048 

Trenton 

312 

Vinalhaven 

.        578 

TownQiip,  N°.  6. 

239 

Deer-Iile 

682 

Bluehill 

274 

Eaftern-River 

240 

Sedgwick 

569 

Buckftown 

3t6 

Belfaft 

245 

Orrington 

477 

Uucktrap     ^    4 

278 

Edefton 

no 

Canaan 

13^ 

•  Condulkeeg 

•    567 

Barretftown 

173 

Frankfort 

891 

Camden 

331 

Mount-Defert 

744 

Iflefborough 

382 

GoldfDorougii 

267 

Orphan-llland 

124 

Sullivan 

504 

Small-lflands     . 

66 

9549 

WAS 

HINGTON  COUNTY. 

Plantations  eafc  of 

i 

Plantations  weft  of 

Machias, 

Machias, 

No.    I 

66 

No.    4         .    ^      . 

233 

No.    2 

144 

No.     t; 

177 

No.    4             .       . 

54 

No.    6' 

208 

No.    5          .          , 

84 

No.  1 1 

95 

No.    8 

244 

No.  12         . 

8 

No.   9         .          . 

29 

No.  13         .          'I 

223 

No.  10        •          • 

42 

No.  22 

175 

No.  II 

37 

Machias 

818 

No.  la 
f       No.  13         .          . 

54 

7 

Buckharbour 

61 

2758  , 
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York  County         .             -            .          . 
Cumberland  do.          .... 
Lincoln  do.                .                  .                  * 
Hancock  do.                  .                  .                  i    . 
^  Wafliington  do.             .              .              4              . 

Total, 

*>-.     — -       

28821 

25450 
29962 

9549 

^758    . 

96540 

The  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  diflrid  is  about  ati 
hundred  thoufand. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

Thefe  are  no  peculiar  features  in  the  character  of  the  people  of 
this  diftrift,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  their  neighbours  in  New- 
Hamplhire  and  Vermont.  Placed  as  they  are  in  like  circumftances, 
they  are  like  them,  a  brave,  hardy,  enterpriling,  induftrious,  hofpi- 
t^le  people.  Epifcopacy  was  eftabliflied  by  their  firfl  charter,  but 
now  the  prevailing  religious  denominations  are  Congregationaliib 
and  Baptifts,  who  are  candid,  tolerant,  and  catholic  towards  thofe  of 
other  perfualions ;  there  are  a  few  Epifcopalians  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

From  the  firft  fettlement  of  Maine,  until  the  year  1774  or  1775, 
the  inhabitants  generally  followed  the  lumber  trade  to  the  negle(5l  of 
agriculture.  This  afforded  an  immediate  profit.  Large  quantities 
of  corn  and  other  grain  were  annually  imported  from  Boflon  and 
other  places,  without  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  inhabitants  could  not 
have  fubfifled.  But  the  late  war,  by  rendering  thefe  refources  pre- 
carious, put  the  inhabitants  upon  their  true  interefl,  i.  c.  the  cul- 
tivation OF  THEIR  LANDS.  They  now  raifc  a  fufficicut  quantity 
for-  their  owri  confumption ;  thotigh  too  many  are  dill  more  fond  of 
the  axe  than  of  the  plough.  Their  wool  and  flax  are  very  good  ; — 
hemp  has  lately  been  tried  with  great  fuccefs.  Almoft  every  family 
manufacture  wool  and  flax  into  cloth,  and  make  farming  Utenfils  of 
every  kind  for  their  own  ufe. 

The  exports  of  this  country  are  lumber  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as 
mafts,  'vjhub  of  late  y  honue-ver^  have  become  fcarce  ;  white  pine  boards, 
fliip  timber,  and  ever}' fpecies  of  fplit  lumber  mahufa6lured  from  pine 
and  oak:  thefe  are  exported  from  the  different  ports  in  immenfe 

quantities 
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quantities.    Dried  filh  furniflies  likewife  another  very  capital  article 
of  the  exports  of  this  diflrid:. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 
The  erection  of  a  college  near  Cafco  bay  v/as  long  fince  contem- 
plated and  determined  on,  and  the  legiflature  have  proceeded  fo  far 
in  the  bufinefs  as  to  determine  on  the  principles  of  ftich  an  eftablifh- 
ment^  Academies  in  Hallovvell^  Berwick,  Fryeburg,  and  Machias, 
have  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflature,  and  endowed  with  hand- 
fome  grants  of  the  public  landsi  And  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that 
town-fchools  are  very  generally  maintained  in  moft  of  the  towns 
that  are  able  to  defray  the  expenfe,  and  a  fpirit  of  improvement  is 
increaling. 

CONSTITUTION. 

At  the  time  of  the  United  States  becoming  independent,  this  dif- 
tri£t  was  in  fome  meafure  incorporated  with  MafTachufetts,  by  virtue 
of  a  charter  derived  from  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ;  it  has  as 
yet  continued  nearly  the  fame  conne6lion,  its  conftitution  is  therefore 
the  fame  v;ith  that  State.  The  feparation  of  this  diftrift,  and  its  erec- 
tion into  an  independent  State,  have  been  fubjefts  publicly  difcuffed 
by  the  inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  by  appointment  of  the  legifla- 
ture. Such  is  the  rapid  fettlement  and  progrcfs  of  this  country,  that 
the  period  when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  place,  is 
probably  not  far  difl:ant. 

INDIANS. 

The  remains  of  the  Penobfcot  tribe  are  the  only  Indians  who  take  up 
their  refidence  in  this  difl:ri6t.  They  confifl  of  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies, and  live  together  in  regular  fociety  at  Indian  Old  Town,  which  is 
fituated  on  an  ifland  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  in  Penobfcot  river, 
juft  above  the  Great  Falls,  They  are  Roman  Catholics,  aiid  have  ^ 
prieft,  who  refides  among  them,  and  adminifters  the  ordinances. 
They  have  a  decent  houfe  for  public  vvorfliip,  with  a  bell,  and  ano- 
ther building,  where  they  meet  to  tranfa6t  the  public  bufinefs  of 
their  tribe.  In  their  aflemblies  all  things  are  managed  with  the 
greatefl:  order  and  decorum.  The  Sachems  form  the  legiflative  and 
executive  authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families 
are  invited  to  be  prefent  at  their  public  periodical  meetings.  The 
tribe  is  increafmg,  in  confequence  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the  Sa- 
chems, on  the  young  people  to  marry  early. 

i  '       iii 
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In  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loft  their  lands ;  but  at  the  cpminence* 
ment  of  the  laft  war,  the  Provincial  Congrefs  granted  them  all  the 
lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide  in  Penobfcot  river,  included  in  lines 
drawn  fix  miles  fropi  the  river  op  $;ach  fide,  i.  e.  a  tra6t  twelve 
miles  wide,  interfered  in  the  middle  by  the  river.  They,  however, 
confider  that  they  have  a  right  to  hunt  and  fifh  as  far  as  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  of  Penobfcot  extends.  This  was  their  original  right, 
in  oppolition  to  any  other  tribe,  and  they  now  occupy  it  undifturbed„ 
and  we  hope  will  continue  U)  to  do,  till  the  period  fliall  arrive  whea 
mingled  with  the  reft  of  the  iphabi^aats,  they  ftiall  form  but  one  ge« 
jjeral  mxfs. 


PLAN^ 
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PLANTATIONS   OF 

RHODE-ISLAND     anei 
PROVIDENCE. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HE  State  known  by  this  name  lies  between  41°  and  42°  nortl^ 

latitude  and  3*^  and  4°  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ;  the  length 

■  is  about  fixty-eight  miles,  and  the  breadth  forty  miles  j  it  is  bounded 

on  the  north  and  eaft  by  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  on  the  fouth  by 

the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

AIR    AND    CLIMATE. 

This  is  as  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North- America.  The 
winters  in  the  maritime  parts  are  milder  than  in  the  inland  country; 
the  air  being  foftened  by  a  fea  vapour,  which  alfo  enriches  the  foil. 
The  fummers  are  delightful,  efpecially  on  Rhode-Ifland,  where  the 
extreme  heats,  which  prevail  in  other  parts  of  America,  are  allayed 
by  cool  and  refreiliing  breezes  from  the  fea. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 
Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  the  State  takes  half  its  name,  is  thir- 
teen miles  in  length ;  its  average  breadth  is  about  four  miles.  It  is 
divided  into  three  townftiips,  Newport,  Portfmouth,  and  Middle- 
town.  This  ifland,  in  point  of  foil,  climate,  and  fituation,  may  be; 
ranked  among  the  fineft  and  moft  charming  in  the  world.  In  its? 
moft  flourifliing  ftate  it  was  called  by  travellers  the  Eden  of  America; 
b^jt  the  change  which  the  ravages  of  v/ar  and  a  decreafe  of  bufinefs 
have  efFeded  is  great  and  melancholy.  Some  of  the  moft  orna- 
n->ental  country  feats  were  deftrbyed,  and  their  fine  groves,  orchards, 
and  fruit  trees,  wantonly  cut  down  :  and  the  gloom  of  its  piefent 
decayed  ftate  is  heightened  by  its  charming  natural  fituation,  and 
by  refleding  upon  its  former  g'ory.     Providence,  in  many  parts,  is 

equally 
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tdnaily  plfeafaht,  the  whole  country  being  beautifully  variegated  and 
plentifully  watered. 

There  is  but  one  mountain  in  this  State,  this  is  in  the  town  of 
Briftol,  called  Mount  Hope,  or  (Haup)  there  is  nothing  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  niourit  "to  claim  particular  attention.  Among  the 
rivers  the  following  deferve  particular  notice  : 

Providenct  and  Taunton  riversj  both  of  which  fall  into  Narra:^ 
ganfet  bay,  the  former  on  the  weft,  the  latter  an  the  eaft  fide  of 
Rhode-Iiland.  Providence  river  rifes  partly  in  the  MafTachufetts, 
and  is  navigable  as  far  as  Providence  for  fliips  of  nine  hundred  tons, 
thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  Taunton  river  is  navigable  for  fmall  vef- 
fels  to  Taunton.    The  fcommon  tides  rife  about  four  feet. 

Fall  river  is  fttiall,  rifing  in  Freetown,  and  paffmg  through  Tiver- 
ton. The  line  between  the  States  of  Maflachufetts  and  Rhode-Ifland, 
pafles  Fall  river  bridge.  Patuxet  river  rifes  irl  Mafliapog  pond,  and 
five  miles  below  Providence  empties  into  Narraganfet  bay.  Pau- 
tucket  river,  called  more  northerly  Blackftone's  river,  empties  into 
Seekhonck  river,  four  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Providence,  where  are 
the  falls  hereafter  defcribed,  over  which  is  a  bridge,  on  the  pod 
rbad  to  Bofton,  and  fotty  miles  from  thence.  The  confluent  ftream 
empties  into  PrOiVidence  river,  about  a  mile  below  Weyboflett,  or 
the  great  bridge.  Nafpatucket  river  falls  into  the  bay  about  one 
»ile  and  a  half  N.  W.  of  Weybofl!et  bridge.  Mofliaffuck  river  falls 
into  the  fame  bay,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge. 
Thefe  rivers  united  form  Providence  river,  which,  a  fevir  miles  be- 
low the  town,  receives  the  name  of  Narraganfet  bay,  and  affords 
fine  fifh,  oyflers,  and  lobflers,  in  great  plenty ;  the  bay  makes  up 
from  fomh  to  north  between  the  m.ain  land  on  the  eafl:  and  wefl.  It 
embofoms  many  fertile  iflands,  the  appearance  of  which  and  of  the 
circumjacent  country  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  either  from 
the  land  or  #ater,  is  extremely  beautiful  and  charming  ;  the  princi- 
pal of  thefe,  befides  Rhode-Ifland,  are  Canonnicut,  Prudence,  Pa- 
tience, Hope,  Dyers  and  Hog  iflands.  The  firfl  of  thefe,  viz.  Ca* 
nonnicut  ifland,  lies  wefl  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  fix  miles  in 
length,  and  about  one  mile  in  breadth  ;  it  was  purchafed  of  the  In- 
dians in  1657,  and  incorporated  by  an  a6t  of  afTembly  by  the  name  of 
the  Ifland  of  Jameflown  in  1678. 

Prudence  ifland  is  nearly  or  quite  a?  large  as  Canonnicut,  and  lies 
north  of  it,  and  is  a  part  of  the  townfhip  of  Portfmouth. 
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Block  ifland,  called  by  the  Indians  Manifles,  is  twenty-one  mlleS*^ 
S.  S.W.  from  Newport,  and  is  the  fouthernmoit  land  belonging  to 
the  State  ;•  it  was  erected  into  a  townftiip,  by  the  nan[ie  of  New 
Shoreham,  in  1672.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  formerly 
noted  for  making  good  cheefe  ;  and  they  catch  conflderable  quanti- 
ties of  cod  fifli  round  the  ledges  near  the  ifland. 

The  harbours  in  this  State  are,  Newport,  Providence,  Wickford, 
Patiixet,  Warren,  and  Briftol,-  all  of  which  are  advantageous,  and 
feveral  of  them  commodious.  For  the  fafety  and  convenience  of 
failing  into  Narraganfet  bay  and  the  harbour  of  Newport,  a  light-' 
houfe  was  erefted  in  1749  oh  Beavertail,  at  the  fouth  end  of  Canon- 
nicut  ifland  •  the  diameter  of  the  bafe  is  twenty- four  feet,  and  of 
the  top  thirteen-  feet ;  the  height  frohi  the  groimd  to  the  top  of  the 
cornice  is  fifty  feet,  round  which  is  a  gallery,  and  witliin  that  ftands 
the  lanthorn,  which  is  about  eleven  feet  high  and  eight  feet  in  dia-' 
meter.  The  ground  the  light-houf6  ftands  on  is  about  twelve  feet- 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea  at  higt  water, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  a  country  for' paflure,  and  not 
for  grain  ;  in  Rhode-Ifland  alone  thirty  or  forty  thoui^nd  flieep  are, 
fed,  befides  neat  cattle  and  horfes,  and  a  like  proportion  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  State.  It  however  produces  corn,  rye,  barley,- 
oats,  and  in  fome  parts  wheat  fufficient  for  home  eonfumption  ;  and' 
the  various  kinds  of  grafles,  fruits,  culinary  roots  and  plants  in 
great  abundance^  and  in  good  perfection,  and  cyder  is  made  for  ex- 
portation. The  north-wefl:ern  parts  of  the  State  arc  but  thinly  in- 
habited, and  are  more  rocky  and  barren  than  the  other  parts.  The; 
traft  of  country  lying  between  South-Kingfton  and  the  Gonnefticut 
line,  called  the  Narraganfet  country,  is  excellent  grazing  land, 
and  is  inhabited  by  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers,  who  raife  fome 
of  the  finefl:  neat  cattle  in  New-England,  w^eighing  from  fixteen  to" 
eighteen  hundred  weight.  They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  both 
butter  and  cheefe  of  the  h-cR  quality  and  in  very  large  quantities  for 
exportation.  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent  breed  of 
pacing  horfes,  remarkable  for  their  fpeed  and  hardinefs,  and  for  en- 
during the  fatigues  of  a  journey;  this  breed  of  horfes  has,  how- 
ever, much  depreciated  of  late,  the  bell  mares  having  been  pm- 
chafed  by  the  p.eople  from  the  weHwafdi. 
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*-  The.  -bowels  of  the  earth  in  this  State  offer  a  large  recompenfe  tp 
the  induftrious  adventurer.  Iron  ore  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  fer 
.veral  parts  of  the  State.  The  iron  works  on  Patuxet  river,  twelve 
miles  from  Providence,  are"  fupplied  with  ore  from  a  bed  four  miles 
and  a  half  diftant,  which  lies  in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  a 
brbolc ;  the  brook  is  turned  into  a  nevV  channel,  and  the  ore  pits  are 
cleared  of  warer  by  a  fleam  engine,  conftrufted  and  made  at  the  fur- 
nace, by  arid  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Jofeph  Bro\yn,  Efq.  df 
Providence,  which  continues  a  very  ufeful  monument  of  his  mechani- 
cal genius :  at  this  ore  bed  are  a  variety  of  ores,  curious  ftones, 
ochres.  Sec, 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  which  is  fo  called 
from  its  fparkling  and  filming  appearance,  there  are  a  variety  of  pe- 
'ctiliar  flones,  more  curious  than  at  prefent  they  appear  to  be  iifeful; 
"but  not  far  from  this  hill,  in  the  townfnip  cf  Cumberland,  is  a  cop- 
per mine,  mixed  with  iron  firrongly  impregnated  with  loadftone,  o^^ 
which  fome  large  pieces  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  :  no 
method  has  yet  been  difcovered  to  work  it  to  advantage,  or  rather, 
no  one  has  yet  been  found  with  fufHcicnt  fpirit  to  engage  in  an  un- 
dertaking, which,  though  it  might  be  attended  with  difficulty  at  firfl", 
could  hardly  fail,  ultimately,  of  yielding  an  ample  recompenfe. 

An  abundance  of  limeflone  is  found  in  this  State,  particularly  in 
the  county  of  Providence,  of  which  large  quantities  of  lime  are  mad^ 
and  exported.  This  limeftone  is  of  different  colours,  and  is  the 
true  marble,  of  the  white,  plain,  and  variegated  kinds;  it  takes  a  fine 
polifh,  and  works  equal  to  any  in  America. 

There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings  in  this  State,  to  one  of  Avhich, 
near  Providence,   many  people  refort  to  bathe  and  drink  the  water. 

The  waters  of  this  State  are  equally  produ6tive ;  in  the  rivers  and 
bays  are  plenty  of  flieeps-head,  black-fi(h,  herring,  fhad,  lobflers, 
oyflers,  and  clams ;  and  around  the  fhores  of  Rhpde-Ifland,  befides 
thofe  already  mentioned,  are  cod,  halibut,  mackerel,  bafs,  haddock, 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  more  than  feventy  different  kinds,  fo  that  in 
the  feafons  of  fifh  the  markets  prefent  a  continual  fcene  of  buftle 
and  huiry.  Rhode-Illand  is  indeed  confidered  by  travellers  as  the 
bell  fifli  market,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Newport,  Providence, 
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Wafliington,  Briflol  and  Kent ;  thefe  are  fubdivided  into  thirty  town- 
iliips.     The  principal  towns  in  each  are  as  follow ; 

NEWPORT. 

This  town  lies  in  lat..  41°  35' ;  it  was  jirfl  fettled  by  Mr.  Willjarn 
Coddington,  afterwards  governor,  and  the  father  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
with  feventeen  others,  in  1639.  Its  harbour,  which  is  one  of  th^ 
fineft  in  the  world,  fpreads  weftward  before  the  town ;  the  entrance 
is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet  may  anchor  in  it,  and  ride  in  per- 
fcd:  fecurity.  It  is  probable,  fliould  the  United  States  eftablifli  a 
naval  force,  that  this  may,  in  fome  future  period,  become  one  of 
the  man  of  war  ports  of  the  American  empir^.  The  tov/n  lies  north 
and  fouth  upon  a  gradual  afcent  as  you  proceed  from  the  water,  ai^d 
exhibits  a  beautiful  view  from  the  harbour,  and  from  the  neighbour- 
ing hills  which  lie  weilward  upon  the  main.  Weft  of  the  town  i» 
Goat-Ifland,  on  which  is  a  fort.  Between  this  ifland  and  ]^hode- 
liland  is  the  harbour.    Front  or  Water-|lreet  is  a  mile  in  length. 

Newport  contains  about  one  thoufand  houfes,  built  chiefly  of 
wood ;  it  has  nii|e  houfes  for  public  worfl;iip,  three  for  the  Baptifis, 
two  for  the  Congregationalifls,  one  for  Epifcopalians,  one  for  Quar 
kers,  one  for  Moravians,  and  a  fynagogue  for  the  Jews :  the  other 
public  buildings  are  a  flate  houfe  and  an  edifice  for  the  public  li- 
brary. The  fituation,  form  and  architedure  of  the  fl:ate  houfe, 
give  it  a  pleafmg  appearance  j  it  Itands  fufficiently  elevated,  and  ^ 
Jong  wharf  ^nd  paved  parade  lead  up  to  it  from  the  harbour. 

The  destructive  influence  of  papeh  money,  which  has 
now,  however,  ceafed  to  operate,  combined  with  the  devaftation  of 
a  cruel  and  unjuft  war,  have  occaiiioned  a  ftagnation  of  bulinefs 
which  is  truly  melancholy  and  difliefling.  This  city,  far  famed  for 
the  beauty  of  its  fituation,  the  falubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the  hof- 
pitality  and  politenefs  of  its  inhabitants,  and  which  was  the  place  of 
refort  for  invalids  from  a  great  difiiance,  now  wears  the  gloomy  af- 
pe6t  of  decay ;  thoufands  of  its  inhabitants  are  ahnoft  deftitute  of 
employment ;  this  circumftance,  together  with  that  of  there  being  a 
great  abundance  of  raw  materials  in  the  vicinity,  ftrongly  mark  out 
this  city  as  a  convenient  and  proper  fituation  for  extenfive  manufac- 
tures. Should  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  refident  in  the  State,  or  any  of 
thof  wiio  have  emigrated  or  that  may  emigrate  thither  from  different 
par  3  of  Europe,  turn  their  capitals  into  this  channel,  they  would 
not  only  derive  a  profit  to  themfelves,  but  be  inftiumental  in  giving 

employ- 
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employment  and  bread  to  thoufands  of  now  unhappy  people,  andxjf 
reviving  the  former  importance  of  this  beautiful  city. 

The  excellent  accommodations  and  regulations  of  the  numerpu* 
packets  which  belong  to  this  port,  and  which  ply  thence  to  Provi* 
dence  and  New- York,  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed  j  they  are  laid  tQ 
be  iiiperior  to  any  thing  of  thp  }cind  jn  Europe. 

FROVIDENGE, 

Providence  is  fituated  in  lat.  41:°  ^  i' on  both  f^des  of  Providence 
river,  is  thirty-five  miles  froni  the  fea,  and  thirty  miles  N.  by  W.  from 
Newport ;  it  is  the  oldeft  town  in  the  State ;  Roger  Williams  a^d  hi^ 
company  were  its  firfl  fettlers  m  163^. 

This  town  is  divided  into  t\yo  parts  by  the  river,  and  conne£le4 
by  a  bridge,  formerly  called  Weyboflet,  from  a  high  hill  of  that 
name  which  flood  near  the  weft  end  of  the  bridge,  but  which  is  now 
removed,  and  its  bafc  built  upon ;  this  bridge  which  is  the  only  onp 
of  any  confiderable  note  in  this  State,  is  one  hundred  and  iixty  feet 
long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  fupported  by  two  wooden  treflels  an<i 
two  ftone  pillars ;  its  Situation  affording  a  profpe<5t  of  all  velTels  leaving 
^nd  entering  the  harbour,  renders  it  a  pleafant  place  of  refort  in  the 
fummer.  Ships  of  almipft  any  fize  fail  up  and  down  the  channel, 
which  is  marked  out  by  Hakes,  erefted  at  points,  flioals,  and  beds 
lying  in  the  river,  fo  that  ftrangers  may  conve  up  to  the  town  with- 
put  a  pilot.  A  fliip  of  9^0  tons,  for  the  Eaft-India  trade,  was  lately 
built  in  this  town,  and  fitted  for  fea.  In  1764  there  were  belonging 
to  the  county  of  Providence  fifty-four  fail  of  vefTels,  containing  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  In  1791  they  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  fail,  containing  eleven  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred 4nd  forty-two  ton;s,  ^nd  Jn  179Z  thefe  were  confider ably  in» 
creafed. 

This  town  fuffered  much  by  the  Indian  war  of  1675,  when  a  num- 
ber  of  its  inhabitants  removed  to  Rhode-Ifland  for  fhelter.  In  the 
late  war  the  cafe  was  reverfed ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland  removed  to  Providence, 

,  The  public  buildings  are,  an  elegant  meeting-houfc  for  the  Baptifts, 
eighty  feet  fquare,  with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fteeple  and  a  large 
bell,  cafi:  at  the  Furnace  Hope  in  Scituate— a  meeting-houfe  for 
Friends  or  Quakers,  two  for  Congregatipnalifls,  an  epifcopal  church, 
3  handfome  cpurt-houfe,  feventy-feet  by  forty,  in  which  is  depofited 
a  library  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country — a 
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jvork-houfe,  a  market-houfe  eighty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  and 
a  brick  fchool-houfe,  in  which  four  fchools  are  kept.  The  houfes  ,m 
this  town  are  generally  built  of  wood,  though  there  are  fome  brick 
fcuildings  which  are  large  and  elegant.  A*^  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  town,  an  hofpital  for  the  fmall-pox  and  other  difeafes  has  beea 
created.  There  are  two  fpermaceti  works,  a  number  of  diftilleries^, 
fugar  houfes,  and  other  manufadlories.  Several  forts  were  erected 
in  and  near  Providence  during  the  late  war,  but  hue  attention  ha? 
been  given  to  them  iince  ;  in  ,tbe  determinatior  of  the  American 
government  to  put  the  fea  ports,  &c.  into  a  proper  uite  of  deffence, 
this  place  has  not  been  forgotten,  orders  have  been  given  to  repair 
thofe  works  neceifary  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  This  town  has 
an  extenfive  trade  with  Maflachufetts,  Connefticut,  and  part  of  Ver* 
mont ;  and  from  its  advantageous  fituation,  promifes  to  be  among 
the  largeft  towns  in  New-England;  it  fends  four  reprefentatives  to 
the  G^eral  Aflembly  ;  the  other  towns  in  the  county  fend  but  two, 

BRISTOL. 

Briftol  is  a  pleafant  thriving  town,  about  fixteen  miles  north  of 
Newport,  on  the  main  ;  part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Bri- 
tifh,  but  it  has  iince  been  rebuilt ;  it  has  an  epifcopal  and  a  congre- 
gational church.  This  town  is  noted  for  railing  large  quantities  of 
onion  and  other  roots.  A  number  of  vefTels  are  owned  by  the  in^ 
habitants,  and  they  carry  on  a  conliderable  trade  to  Africa,  the  Weft-. 
Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

'-,      WARREN. 

Warren  is  alfo  a  flourifliing  town,  has  a  very  lucrative  trade  with 
the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  bu- 
linefs  in  ihip-building. 

LITTLE    COMPTON. 

.Little  Compton,  called  by  the  Indians  Seconnet^  is  faid  to  be  the 
beft  cultivated  townftiip  in  the  State,  and  affords  a  greater  fupply  of 
proviiions  for  market,  fuch  as  meats  of  the  feveral  kinds,  butter, 
cheefe^  vegetables,  &c.  than  any  other  town  of  its  fize.  The  inha- 
bitants, who  are  an  induflrious  and  fober  people,  and  in  thefe  re- 
ipeds  an  example  worthy  the  notice  and  imitation  of  their  brethren 
i  n  fome  other  parts  of  the  State,  manufadure  linep  awd  tow  cloth, 
I  flannels, 
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flannels,  tec.  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  in  confiderable  quantities 
for  fale. 

About  four  miles  north-eaft  of  Providence  lies  a  fmall  village^ 
called  Pautucket,  a  place  of  fome  trade,  and  famous  for  lamprey, 
eels.  Through  this  village  runs  Pautucket  river,  which  emptied, 
into  Seekhonck  river  at  this  place ;  in  this  river  is  a  beautiful  fall  olF 
water  j  directly  over  the  falls  a  bridge  has  lately  been  built,  which  i» 
a  work  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  much  ingenuity,  which  di- 
vides the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts  from  the  State  of  Rhode- 
Ifland.  The  fall,  in  its  whole  length,  is  upwards  of  fiftyfeet;  the 
water  pafles  through  feveral  chafms  in  a  rock  which  runs  diametri- 
cally acrofs  the  bed  of  the  ftream,  and  ferves  as  a  dam  to  the  water. 
Several,  mills  have  alfo  befcn  erected  upon  thefe  falls,  and  the  fpouts 
and  channels  which  have  been  conftruifled  to  conduct  the  ftreams  to- 
their  refpeftive  Wheels,  and  the  bridge,  have  taken  very  much  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  indefcribably  romantic. 

In  the  tov.'n  of  Middletown,  on  Rhode-Ifland,  about  tWo  miles 
fnom  Newport,  is  a  place  called  Purgatory ;  it  joins  to  the  fea  on  thcf 
eaft  fide  of  the  ifland ;  it  is  a  large  cavity  or  opening,  in  a  high  bed  of 
rocks,  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter  at  top,  and  about  forty  feet  deep; 
before  you  reach  the  water,  of  which,  as  it  joins  the  fea,  it  has  always 
a  large  depth.  The  rocks  on  each  fide  appear  to  have  been  oncC; 
iinited,  and  were  probably  feparated  by  fome  convulfion  in  nature* 


POPULATION. 

The  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  has  been  feveraf* 
times  taken. 


In   1730 
contained 


it  r  I  C'202  whites 


748  { 


ij6> 


2633  blacks 

29755  whites 

4373  b^^cks 

I  35939  whites 
\    4697  blacks 


According  to  the  cenfas  taken-  in  1790,  the  numbers  ftood  aaf 
follows : 
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NEWPORT  COUNTY. 


TOWNS* 

Free  white  males  of  1 6 
years  and  upwards 

1 
1  i 

J 

M 

IS 

1 

I 
1 

_G 

< 

'73 

Newport    .... 
i   Portfmouth    .   .   . 
New-Shoreham     ► 
James-Tovvh     .   . 
Middletovvn  .   ,    . 
Tiverton   .... 
Little-Compton     . 

•  H54 

373 

100 
214 
570 

•  3^5 

346 

133 

161 

§20 

354 

3385 

777 

290 
232 

4^4 
ii6r 

^  778 

417 

47 
57 
68 
46 

^77 
22 

223 

^7 

47 
i6 

15 
25 
^3 

6716 

1560 

682 

840 

2453 
1542 

3231  j    2842 

7047  I814 

366    14300  I 

PROVIDENCE  COUNTY. 

Providence     .    .    . 
Smithfield      .    ,    . 
Scituate     .... 
Glocefler  .... 
Cumberland  .... 
Cranflon    .  \   .    .   , 
Johnflon    ..... 
North-Providence     . 
Poller    ...... 

.      1709 
818 
562 
989 

501 
444 
333 
270 
528 

1259 
682 
548 
999 

408 
280 

^37 
602 

2937 
1583 
1170 
2014 
970 
942 

633 

509 

1119 

427 

83 
29 

22 

73 
71 

50 

15 

48 

5 
6 

1 

10 

3 
5 
4 

6380 

317^ 
2315 
402? 
1964 
1877 
1320 
IO71 
2268     . 

6154       5500  1 

11877    7781 

82 

21391 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Weflerly 

North-Kingflon    .   . 
South-Kingllon     .    . 
Charleflown  .... 

Exeter 

Richmond     .... 
Hopkinton     .... 

460 
602 
820 
344 
S^3 
366 
521 

679 

668 

1058 

445 
613 

510 

678 

1081 

1342 

1605 

815 

815 
. 1184  . 

68 
199 

^73 
4.06 

87 
67 
72 

10 

96 

175 

12 

37 
2 

7 

2298 
12907 

413I 
2022 

2495   ' 

1760 

2462 

3896 

4651  1 

8017      ! 

372 

S39 

1807;; 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Briflol 

Warren 

Barrington     *    .    *    . 

33^ 
286 

16^ 

291 

243 
144 

077 

555 
330 

44 
16 

32 

64 

22 
12 

1406 

I  I  22 

683 

781  1       678  1     1562  1  92I  98!     321 1  _ 
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KENT    COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 

so 
»^ 

'03  2 

if 

u 

1 

a 

e 

11^ 

1 

a 

.t: 

1 

c 

1 

0 
< 

V5 

1 

Warwick     .... 
Eaft-Greenwich  .    . 
Weft- Greenwich     . 
Coventry     .... 

566 
426 

520 

6+5 

516 

393 

586 

^33 

1152 
920 
918 

II59 

224 

7^ 

20 

35 

35|    ^^493 
13      1824 

10     2054 
5'  .  ^477 

2157  i     2128 

4149  1  35^ 

63I     8848 

SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 

Newport  county 
Providence  do.     .    . 
Waftiingt  m  do.  .    . 

Briftol  do 

Kent  do 

2321 
.6154 
3896 
781 
2ic;7- 

2842 
5500 
4651 
678 
2128 

7047 
11877 
8017 
1562 
4149 

8i4[366 
778    82 

137^,33^ 
92J  98 

351'  63 

14300 

24391 

18075 

^211 

8848 

^53=^9-1   15799  1  3^^5*  .3407  9481  68825  1 

What  the  prefent  number  may  be,  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  with 
any  precifion  ;  but,  accounting  for  «n  increafe  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion as  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  it  at  about  feventy-feven  thoufand  ;  and  when  we  confider  that 
the  caufes  which  produced  a  diminution  did  not  ceafe  to  operate 
till  a  confiderabie  period  after  the  year  1783,  this  account  will  notice 
thought  too  high. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Before  the  war,  the  merchants  in  Rhode-Ifland  imported  from 
Great  Britain  dry  goods ;  from  Africa  flaves ;  from  the  Weft-lndigs 
fugars,  coffees,  and  roolaiTes,  and  from  the  neighbouring  colonies 
lumber  and  provifions.  With  the^  bills  which  they  obtained  in  Su- 
rinam and  other  Dutch  Weft.  India  iflands,  they  paid  their  merchants 
in  England  ;  their  fugars  they  carried  to  Holland  ;  the  flaves  from 
Africa  they  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  together  with  the  lumber 
and  provifions  procured  from  their  neighbours ;  the  rum  diftHled 
from  the  molaftes  was  carried  to  Africa  to  purchafe  negroes ;  with 
their  dry  goods  from  England  they  trafficked  with  the  neighbouring 

Vol,  II.  H  h  colonies. 
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colonies.  By  this  kind  of  circuitous  commerce  they  fubfifled  and 
grew  rich ;  but  the  war,  and  fome  other  events,  have  had  a  great, 
and  in  many  refpects,  an  injurious  effeft  upon  the  trade  of  this  State. 
The  (lave  trade,  which  was  a  fource  of  wealth  to  many  of  the  people 
in  Newport,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  has  happily  been  abo- 
liflied ;  the  Legiflatureiiave  pafled  a  law  prohibiting  fliips  from  going 
to  Africa  for  Haves,  and  felling  them  in  the  Well  India  iflands ;  and 
the  oath  of  one  feaman  belonging  to  the  fliip  is  fufiicient  evidence  of 
the  fa6l :  this  lav/  is,  however,  ~more  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  hu- 
manity than  to  the  temporal  interefts  of  the  merchants  who  had  been 
engaged  in  this  inhuman  traffic. 

The  town  of  Briftol  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States ;  but  by  far 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  State  is  at  prefent  carried 
on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  fluurifliing  town  of  Providence.  In 
June,  1 79 1,  there  were  belonging  to  this  port, 


Tons. 

II  Ships,  containing 

3,066 

35  Brigs 

4,266         ., 

",'/"'"  i 

I  Snow 

141 

„J 

1  Poleacre     .    - 

10 1 

25  Schooners 

-        1,320 

56  Sloops          ^          .        , 

3>o47 

Total      129  fail,  containing  -         115941 

The  prefent  exports  from  the  State  are  flax  {eed,  lumber,  horfes, 
cattle,  beef,  pork.  Mi,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  cheefe,  barley,  grain, 
fpirits,  and  cotton  and  linen  goods.  The  imports  confift  of  Euro- 
pean and  Wefl-India  goods,  and  logwood  from  the  Bay  of  Hondu- 
ras. Upwards  of  600  veflels  enter  and  clear  annually  at  the  different 
ports  in  this  State.  The  amount  of  exports  from  this  State  to  fo- 
reign countries,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1791, 
was  four  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  nine  cents  ;  this  has,  fince  that  period,  confidernbly  increafed. 
With  refpe6i  to  manufactures  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are  rapidly 
improving.  A  cotton  manufadory  has  been  erected  at  Providence, 
which,  from  prefent  profpeds,  will  anfwer  the  expedlations  of  the 
proprietors.  The  warps  are  fpun  by  water  with  a  machine,  which 
is  ati  improvement  on  Mr,  Arkwright*s  ;  and  ftrong,  fmooth  and 
excellent  yam  is  thus  made  both  for  warps  and  ftockings.    The 

filling 
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filling  of  the  cotton  goods  is  fpiin  with  jennies.  In  thefe  feveral 
works  five  carding  machines  are  employed,  and  a  calender,  con-. 
Hi  uAed  after  the  European  manner.  Jeans,  fuftians,  denims,  thick- 
f^s,  velvets,  &c.  are  here  manufadured  and  fent  to  the  fouthern 
States.  Large  quantities  of  linen  and  tow  cloth  are  made  in  different 
parts  of  this  State  for  exportation.  But  the  moft  confiderable  ma- 
nufaclures  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  flieet  iron, 
Heel,  nail  rods  and  nails,  implements  of  hufbandry,  ftoves,  pots^ 
and  other  houfliold  utenfils,  the  iron  work  of  (hipping,  anchors, 
bells,  &c.  The  other  manufadures  of  this  State  are  rum,  corn» 
Ipirits,  chocolate,  paper,  wool  and  cotton,  cards,  &c.  befide  domeftic 
manufa6turcs  for  family  ufe,  which,  in  this,  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  amount  to  a  vaft  fum,  which  cannot  be  afcertained. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  conftitution  of  this  State  admits  of  no  r^iigious  eftablifliments 
any  farther  than  depends  upon  the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals, 
all  men  profefling  to  believe  in  one  Supreme  Being,  are  equally  pro- 
tcdled  by  the  laws,  and  no  particular  fe6t  can  claim  pre-eiiiinence. 
This  unlimited  liberty  in  religion  is  one  principal  caufe  why  there 
is  fuch  a  variet}''  of  religious  feds  in  Rhode-Ifland.  The  Baptiils  are 
the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination  in  the  State ;  thefe,  as  well 
as  the  other  Baptifts  in  New-England,  are  chiefly  upon  the  Calviniflic 
plan  as  to  dodrines,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  govern- 
ment. There  are,  however,  fome  who  profefs  the  Arminian  tenets, 
others  obferve  the  Jewifli,  or  Saturday  Sabbath,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  it  was  one  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  they  plead  are  all  ia 
their  nature  moral,  and  were  never  abrogated  in  the  New  Tefta- 
mcnt,  and  rauft,  at  leaji^  be  deemed  of  equal  validity  for  public 
worfliip  as  any  day  particularly  fet  apart  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles.     Thefe  are  called  Sabbatarian,  or  Seventh-day  Baptifts. 

The  other  religious  -denominations  in  Rhode-Ifland  are,  Congre- 
gationalifts,  Friends  or  Quakers,  Epifcopalians,  Moravians,  and 
Jews.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of  the  people, 
Avho  can  be  reduced  to  no  particular  denomination,  making  no  ex- 
ternal profeflion  of  any  religion,  nor  attending  on  any  place  of  public 
worfliip. 

J.n  many  towns  public  worfliip  is  much  neglected  by  the  greater 
:part  of  the  inhabitants  ;  they  pay  no  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  eccle- 
rfiafi:ics  of  any  denomination  ;  and  a  peculiarity  which  difliinguiflies 
ibis  State  from  every  other  Proteftant  country  in  the  known  world, 

H  h  %  is, 
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is,  that  no  contraft  formed  by  the  minifter  with  his  people,  for  his 
falary,  is  valid  in  law  ;  fo  that  minifters  are  dependent  wholly  on  the 
integrity  of  the  people  for  their  fiipport,  fince  their  falaries  are  not 
recoverable.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  minifters  in, 
general  are  liberally  maintained,  and  none  who  merit  it  have  much 
reafnn  to  complain  for  want  of  fupport. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Great-Britain,  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  manifefled  a  patriotic  fpirit ;  their  troops  be- 
haved gallantly,  and  they  are  honoured  in  having  produced  the  fe- 
cond  general  in  the  field.*; 

The  charader  of  the  people  is,  however,  certainly  marked  with 
many  dark  fliades,  and  the  State,  in  many  inftances,  exhibits  a  me- 
lancholy proof  of  ihofc  evils  which  ever  follow  a  relaxation  of  moral 
principles.  From  the  year  17 10  till  within  a  few  years  paft,  almofl 
a  continual  fyflem  cf  creating  a  capital  by  the  negociating  of  a 
paper  currency  has  fteen  purfued ;  the  fums  thus  created  were  far 
mere  than  fuflicient  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  and  indeed,  in 
m^ny  inftances,  were  created  in  oppofition  to  the  wiflics  of  the  mer- 
cantile intereft,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  State  with  money, 
and  filling  the  pockets  of  a  fet  of  venal  wretches,  without  fubje(5ting 
them  to  the  neceffity  of  earning  of  it  by  their  diligence,  fo  that  the* 
hiftory  of  the  government  of  this  State  for  feventy  years  is  an  hiftory 
of  bafe  peculation  by  means  of  a  f)aper  money  currency^  which  was  fo 
contrived,  that  amongft  themfelves  it  came  out  at  about  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  intertft,  and  they  lent  it  to  the  neighbouring  colonies  at  ten 
per  cent,  as  bare-faced  a  cheat  as  ever  was  pra6lifcd.  The  intereft:  of 
thefe  public  iniquitous  frauds  went,  one  quarter  to  the  feveral  town*, 
fiiips  to  defray  their  charges,  the  other  three  quarters  were  lodged 
in  the  treafury,  to  defray  the  charges  of  government,  Thele  mea- 
fures  have  deprived  the  State  of  great  numbers  of  its  worthy  and 
moft  refpe<51able  inhabitants;  have  had  a  moft  pernicious  influence 
upon  the  morals  of  the  people ;  deprived  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
of  their  juft  dues,  and  occafioned  a  ruinous  ftagnation  o-f  trade.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  that  an  efficient  government  has  effectually  abo^ 
liflied  this  iniquitous  fyftem,  and  that  the  confidence  loft  by  it  will 
be  foon  recovered  by  a  fteady  and  rigid  attachment  to  an  integrity  of 
conduct  in  all  their  future  concerns.  This,  we  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, will  be  the  cafe  ;  a  change  has  already  taken  place  mtich  for 

•'^  General  Green. 
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the  better,  and  the  attention  now  paid  to  the  principles  of  the  rifing , 
generations  in  the  feats  of  learning  and  literature,  will,  no  doubt,  ex-i 
tend  its  beneficial  influence  throughout  the  State,  : 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE.  r 

The  literature  of  this  State  is  confined  principally  to  the  towns  ot 
Newport  and  Providence.  There  are  men  of  learning  and  abilities 
fcattered  through  other  towns,  but  they  are  rare.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  are  involved  in  greater  igno- 
rance, })erhap3,  than  in  nnoft  other  parts  of  New-England  An  im- 
partial hillory  of  their  tranfadions  fince  the  peace  would  evince  the 
truth  of  the  above  obfervations. 

At  Providence  is  Rhode-Ifland  college.  The  charter  for  found- 
ing this  feminary  of  learning  was  granted  by  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  State,  by  the  name  of  the  "  Truftees  and  Fellows  of  the  College 
or  Univerfity,  in  the  Englifli  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,"*  in  1764,  in  confequence  of  the  petition  of  a  lai^c 
number  of  the  moft  refpeftabie  charaders  in  the  State.  By  the 
charter,  the  corporation  of  the  college  confifts  of  two  feparate 
branches,  with  diftlnc^,  feparate,  and  refpedive  powers.  The 
number  of  truftees  is  thirty-fix,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  Bap- 
tills,  five  of  the  denomination  of  Friends,  five  Epifcopalians,  and 
four  Congregationalifts.  The  fame  proportion  of  the  different  deno- 
minations to  continue  in  perpetmim.  The  number  of  fellows  (in- 
ciufive  of  the  prefident,  who  is  a  fellow  ex  officio)  is  twelve,  of  whom 
eight  are  Baptifts,  the  others  chofen  indifcriminately  from  any  deno- 
mination. The  concurrence  of  both  branches,  by  a  majority  of 
each,  is  neceffary  for  the  validity  of  an  a<^,  except  adjudging  and 
conferring  degrees,  which  exclufively  belongs  to  the  fellowfliip  as  a 
learned  faculty.  The  prefident  muft  be  a  Baptift :  profeflbrs  and 
other  officers  of  inftrudion  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  denomi- 
nation. There  is  annually  a  general  meeting  of  the  corporation  on 
the  firfl  Wednefdayin  September,  at  which  time  the  public  commence- 
ment is  held.  The  following  extradts  from  a  charge  delivered  to  the 
graduates  on  that  occafion  in  1791,  by  David  Howell,  Efq.  are  intro-r 
duced  here,  as  they  difcover  the  principles  inculcated  in  this  feminary, 
while  they  proclaim  the  benevolent  difpofitioa  of  their  author. 

</ 

*  This  name  to  be  altered  when  any  generous  benefaftor  arifes>  who  by  hij 
Ubcrai  donation  ihall  entitle  himfelf  to  the  ho;iour  of  giving  the  college  a  natii^. 

"  The 
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,  **  The  pittance  of  time  allotted  to  a  eollegiate  education,  Can  fuf- 
fice  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  learning;  the  fupcrftrudure  mud  be 
reared  by  the  affiduous  attention  of  after  years. 

"  This  day  enlarges  you  into  the  world.  Extenfive  fields  open  to 
your  view.  You  have  to  explore  the  fcenes,  and  to  make  an  elec- 
tion of  the  charader  that  beft  pleafes  you  on  the  great  theatre  of 
life. 

*'  Let  the  rights  of  man  ever  be  held  facred.  A  moment's  reflec- 
tion will  convince  you,  that  others*  rights  are  as  inviolable  as  your 
own  ;  and  a  fmall  degree  of  virtue  will  lead  you  to  refpeft  them. 
He  that  tervcs  mankind  moft  fuccefsfully,  and  with  the  beft  prin- 
ciples, ferves  his  Creator  moft  acceptably.  Be  cautious  of  bandying 
into  parties ;  they  regard  neither  the  abilities  nor  virtues  of  men,  but 
only  their  fubferviency  to  prefent  purpofes ;  they  are  a  fnare  to  virtue 
and  a  mifchief  to  fociety.  With  this  caution  on  your  mind,  you  ' 
will  never  revile  or  fpcak  evil  of  whole  fefts,  clafles,  or  focieties  of 
men. 

**^  Forget  not  this  precious  motto :  **  "NUjil  humanum  a  me  puto 
^enumJ**  Confider  every  one  in  human  fliape  as  your  brother  ;  and 
^*  let  charity  in  golden  links  of  love  conned  you  njoith  the  brotherhood  of 
ittanJ*  Let  your  benevolence  be  broad  as  the  ocean ;  your  candour 
ibrilliant  as  the  fun,  and  your  compalfion  and  humanity  extenlivc 
as  the  human  race." 

Thcfe  fentiments  are  not  confined  to  Mr.  Howell^  the  charge  of 
Prefident  Maxey,  in  1793,  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
philanthropy.  What  are  the  advantages  fociety  may  not  expert, 
when  principles  like  thefe  are  imprefied  with  all  the  energetic  force 
of  precept  and  example,  on  the  minds  of  the  rifing  generation  ? 

This  inftitution  was  firft  founded  at  Warren,  in  the  county  of 
Briftol,  and  the  firft  commencement  held  there  in  1769, 

In  the  year  1770,  the  college  was  removed  to  Providence,  where  a 
Jarge,  elegant  building  was  erefted  for  its  accommodation,  by  the 
l^nerous  donations  of  individuals,  moftly  from  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence. It  is  fituated  on  a  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  town  j  and  while  its 
-elevated  fituation  renders  it  delightful,  by  commanding  an  extenfive, 
.variegated  profpecS^,  it  furnifties  it  with  a  pure,  falubrious  air.  The 
edifice  is  of  brick,  four  ftories  high,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long, 
and  forty-fix  wide,  with  a  proje6tion  of  ten  feet  each  fide.  It  has  an 
entry  iengtfev'ife,  with  rooms  on  each  fide.  There  are  forty-eight 
.-^^*v''^'-'  ,  rooms. 
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rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  fludents,  and  eight  larger  ones  for 
public  ufes.     The  roof  is  covered  with  flate. 

From  December  1776,  to  June  1782,  the  college  edifice  was^fed 
by  the  French  and  American  troops  for  an  hofpital  and  barracks,  fo 
that  the  courfe  of  education  was  interrupted  during  that  period.  No 
degrees  were  conferred  from  1776  to  1786.  From  1786,  the  col- 
lege again  became  regular,  and  is  now  very  flourifhing,  containing 
upwards  of  fixty  fludents.  '      '' 

This  inftitution  is  under  the  inftrudion  of  a  prefident,  a  profeflbr 
of  divinity,  a  profelTor  of  natural  and  experimental  philpfophy,  a 
profeflbr  of  mathematics  and  aflronomy,  a  profeflbr  of  natural  hif- 
tory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inftitution  has  a  library  of  between 
two  and  three  thoufand  volumes,  containing  a  valuable  philofophical 
apparatus.  Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  college  are  at  interefl;  in  the 
Ireafury  of  the  State,  and  amount  to  almoft  two  thouland 
pounds. 

At  Newport  there  is  a  flourifhing  academy,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  re6tor  and  tutors,  who  teach  the  learned  languages, 
Englifh  grammar,  geography,  &c, 

SOCIETIES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  1752,  for  the 
purpofe  of  relieving  diflrefTed  widows  and  orphans  of  maritime  bre- 
thren, and  fuch  of  their  fociety  as  may  need  affiilance. 

The  Providence  fociety  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  fla very,  for 
the  relief  of  perfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  African  race,  commenced  in  1789,  and  was  in-» 
corporated  the  year  following.  It  confifls  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members,  part  of  whom  belong  to  the  State  of  Maf-* 
fachufetts. 

The  afTembly  of  this  State,  in  their  feflion  of  May,  1792,  pafTed  aa 
a6t  incorporating  three  companies,  for  the  purpofe  of  erecting  three- 
bridges — one  over  the  upper,  and  another  over  the  lower  ferry  of 
Seekhonk  river,  and  a  third  over  Howland  ferry,  which  would  unite- 
Rhode-Ifland  with  Tiverton  on  the  main ;  the  two  former  will 
greatly  accommodate  the  town  of  Providence — ^the  latter  mud  prove- 
highly  advantageous  to  the  people  of  Newport  and  others  on 
Rhode-Illand.  To  fuch  work$  of  utility  and  enterprize  every 
goc^d  man  wiflies  fuccefs. 

CON- 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conflitution  ot.this  State  is  founded  on  the  charter  granted  by 
Charles  II.  in.  1663  ^  and  the  frame  of  government  was  not  rfcntlslly 
.  ^tere^  by  the  revolution.  The  legiflature  of  this  State  confills  of 
two  branches— a  Senate  or  Upper  Houfe,  compofed  of  ten  members, 
befides  tihe  governor  atid  deputy-governor,  called,  in  the  charter, 
ajifi^nts-^^n^  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  compofed  of  deputies 
li-om  the  feter^l  towns/  The  members  of  the  legiflature  are  chofen 
tvvice  a  year ;  and  there  are  two  feffions  of  this  body  annually,  viz. 
en  .  the  firft  Wednefday  in  May,  and  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Oc- 
tober. 

The  fiipreme  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  or,  in  his 
ab{ence,  in  the  deputy-governor,  who,  with  the  affiftants,  fecretary, 
and  general  treafurer,  are  chofen  annually  in  May  by  the  fuffrages  of 
the  people.  The  governor  prefides  in  the.  Upper  Hoyfe,  but  ha:s 
©lily  a  fmgle  voice  in  enading  laws. 

'There  is  one  fupreme  judicial  court,  compofed  of  fivejudge^,, 
whofe  jurifdidion  extends  over  the  whole  State,  and  who  holds  two 
courts  annually,  in  each  county. 

•^  ^J^R  each  county  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  an4  ge- 
""ucrat  fellions  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the  trial  of  caufes, 
not  capital,  arifmg  within  the  county,  from  which  an  appeal  lies  to 
the  fupreme  court.  But  in  order  to  give  a  more  particular  vie\v  of 
the  government  of  this  State,  we  fliall  infert  the  charter  itfelF.pn 
which  it  is  founded, 

CHARTER,  ; 

Charles  the   Second,    by  the  grace  of  God,    &c."     To-^U.to 
whom  thefe  prefents  fliall  come  greeting:     Wiiereas,  ,we  ];fave,)^e^h 
informed  by  the  petition  of  our  truftyand  well  beloved  fubjedb,  John 
Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benedict  Arnold,  William  Brenton,  W^- 
liam  Codington,  Nicholas  Eafipn,  William  Bowlftoq,  Joha  ,PQrt^', 
~']ohn^Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Weekes,  Roger  William?,  Tho- 
mas'Olney,  Gregory  Dexler,  John  Cogefiiall,  Jofeph  Clarke,  Randal| 
^Hoijlden,    John  Greene,   John  Roome,  Samuel  Wi!clbo];e,  Wiliiaoa 
'^iefd^  James  Barker,  Richard  Tew,    Thomas  Harris,  and  WiUia|Ti 
l)yre,  and  the  reft  of  the  purchafers  and  free  inhabitants  of  our  ifland, 
c?J^ed  Rhode-Ifland,  and  the  reft  of  the  colony  of  Providence  PI anta- 

'tions. 
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tfons,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-EngUnd,  in  America,  that 
they,  piirfuing  with  peace  and  loyal  minds  their  ibber,  ferioiis, 
and  religious  intentions,  of  godly  edifying  themfclves  and  one 
another  in  the  holy  Chiiflian  faith  and  worfiiip,  as  they  were 
perfuaded,  together  with  the  gaining  over  and  converfion  of  the 
poor  ignorant  Indian  natives  in  thofe  parts  of  America,  to  the  linccre 
profelfion  and  obedience  of  the  fame  faith  and  worlhip,  did  not 
only  by  the  confent  and  good  encouragement  of  our  royal  progeni* 
lars,  trartfport  themfclves  oUt  of  this  kingdom  of  England  into  America; 
but  alfo  lince  their  arri\^l  there,  after  their  firft  fettiement  among  other 
our  fubj efts  in  thofe  parts,  for  the  avoiding  of  difcord  and  thofe 
many  evils  which  were. likely  to  enfue  upon  thofe  our  fnbjefts  not 
being  nbk  to  bear  in  thofe  remote  parts  their  different  apprehenfions  in 
religious  coi\cernments ;  and  in  purfuance  of  the  af  >refaidf  ends  did 
once  again  leave  their  defirable  ftations  and  habitations,  and  with  ex- 
tefllve  labour  and  travail,  hazard  and  charge,  did  tranfplant  them- 
fclves into  the  midll  of  the  Indian  natives,  who,  as  we  are  informed, 
are  the  moft  potent  princes  and  people  of  all  that  country ;  where,  by 
the  good  providence  of  God  (from  whom  the  plantations  bax'e  taken 
their  name)  upon  their  labour  and  induftry,  they  have  not  only  been 
preferved  to  admiration,  but  have  increafed  and  profpered,  and  are  ' 
feifed  and  poflelTedi  by  purchafc  and  confent  of  the  faid  natives, 
to  their  full  content,  of  fuch  lands,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours,  and 
roads,  as  are  very  convenient  both  for  plantations,  and  alfo  for 
buililing  of  fliips,  fupp'y  of  pipe-ftaves,  and  other  merchan- 
dife,  and  which  lie  very  commodious  in  many  refpefts  for  commerce, 
and  to  accommodate  our  fouthern  plantations,  and  may  much  ad- 
vance the  trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  territories 
thereof;  they  having,  by  near  neighbourhood  to,  and  friendly  fo- 
dety  with  the  great  body  of  the  Narraganfet  Indians,  given  them  en- 
couragement of  their  own  accord,  to  fabje6l  ihemfclves",  thcirpeogjJ€, 
and  lands,  unto  us  ;  whereby,  as  is  hoped,"  there  m?.y,  intimei-by 
the  blefling  of  God  upon  their  endeavours,  be-laid  a  fure  foundation 
of  happinefs  to  all  America.  And  wherea?,  in' their  bumble  ad- 
drefs,  they  have  freely  declared,  that  it  is  much  on  their  hearts  (if 
they  be  permitted)  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  moft 
flourifliing  civil  ilate  mny  ftand,  and  beft  be  maintained,  and  that 
among  our  Engbfh  iubjefts,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious  concern- 
Jnehts ;  and  that  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  upon  gofpel  prin- 
ciples, will  give  the  beft  and  greatefl  fecurlty  to  fovereignty,  and 
,will  lay  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  Itrongeft  obligations  to  true  loy- 
Vql.U,  li  I  .       -  alty ; 
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alty:    now,   Icriow-ye,    that  wc  beirrg  willing  to  encourage  rfr^ 
hopeful  undertaking  of  our  faid  loyal  and   loving  firbjet^s,    a^tl 
to  fecurc  them  in  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  all  their  civil 
and  religious  rights  appertaining  to  them,  as  our  loving  fubje^Vs;  and 
to  prefefve  unto  them  that  liberty  in  the  true  Chriftian  faith  ai^ 
worfliip  of  God  which  they  have  fought  with  fo  much  travail,  and 
with  peaceable  rhinds  and  loyal  fubjeftion  to  our  royal  progenitors  and; 
ourlelves  16  enjoy  ;  and  beca\ife  fome  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  faiii^  colony  cannot,  in  their  private  opiriion,  conform  to'  th<t 
public  exercife  of  religion  according  to  the  liturgy,  form,  and"  cere- 
monies of  the  Church  of  England,  or  take  or  fublbribe  the  oaths  and 
articles  made  andeftablilhe<l  in  that" behalf ;  and  for  that  the  fame,  by 
realbn  of  the  remote  di fiances  of  thofe  places,  will,  as  we  ho])e,  be 
no   breach  of  the  unity  and  uniformity  eltablifhed  in  this  natiort^ 
liav'e  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do  hereb}^  publiili,  grant,  f>tdain,  antf 
<ledbre,  that  our  royal  will  and  pleafurc  is,  that  no  perfon  within  the 
ftid  colony,  at  any  time  hereafter,  fliall  be  any  wife  molefted,  pu- 
nifhed,  difquieted,  or  called  in  queftion,  for  any  differences  in  opinion 
in  matters  of  religion,  who  do  not  actually  cjiflurb  the  civil  peace  of 
*Gur  faid  colony;  but  that  all  and  every  perfon  ^nd  perfons  may,  front 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  have  and  en- 
joy his  and  their  own  judgments  and  confciences,  in  matters  of  ri- 
lig  10 us  concernment,  throughout  the   tract  of  land  hereafter  mcn»- 
tioned,  they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  ufing, 
this  liberty  to  licentioufncis  and  profanenefs,  nor  to  the  civil  injury  Or 
outward  difturbance  of  others,  any  law,  ftatute,  or  clau-fe  therein  con- 
tained, or  to  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuflom  of  this  realm,  to  the  con- 
trarr  hereof,  in  any  wife  notwithflanding.    And  that  they  may  be  r» 
the  better  capacity  to  defend  themfelves  in  their  juil  rights  and  liber- 
ties/agriinll  all  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  others,  in  all  re- 
'j(^<as,  \ve  have  further  thought  fity  and  at  the  hirtlnble  petition^  of  th<r 
perfons  aforelaid,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to-  declare,  that  they  fiialt 
liave  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late  aft  of  indemnity,  and  free  par- 
don, as  the  reft  of  bur  fubjefts   in  other  our  dominions  and  territo- 
ries have;  and  to  create  and  make  them  a  body  politic  or  corporate^ 
with  'tlie  powers  or  privileges  herein  after- mentioned.    And  accor- 
dingly, our  wHl  and  pleafure  is,  and  of  our  efpecial  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  ordained,  conilituted,  and' 
declared,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  dd^ 
•i^ain,  CQiiftitute,  and  declare,  that  tbey  the  iaid  William^  Brenton,. 

Williaiiv 
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William  Coddington,  Nicholas  Eafton,  Benedi<fl  Arnold^  Williarn 
Boulfton,  John  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith,  John  W^^ekef, 
-Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  C^geffiall, 
.  Jofeph  Clarke,  Randall  Houlden,  John  Greene,  John  Roqm«,  Wil- 
liam Dyre,  Samuel  Wildbore,  Richard  Tew,  William  Fi^ld^/Tho- 

mas  Harris,  James  Barker, —  Rainfborrow, \Yilliams, 

afld  John  Nixon,  and  all  fuch  others  as  are  now,  or  hereafter  fhall 
be  admitted,  free  of  the  company  and  fociety  of  our  colony  of  Prp- 
A^idencc  Plantations,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-England,  fliall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  and  for  ever  hereafter,  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  in  faft  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Englifli  colony  of  Rhode-Illand  and  Providence  Plantations,  in 
New-England,  in  America ;  and  that  by  the  fame  nam€,  they  and 
their  fuccelTors  fhall  and  may  have  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  fliall 
and  may  be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  fue  and  be  fued,  to 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  and  to  be  anfwered  unto,  to  defend, 
"jind  to  be  defended,  in  all  and  fingular  fuits,  caufes,  quarrels,  mat- 
ters, actions,  and  things,  of  what  kind  or  nature  foever ;  and  alfo  to 
have,  take,  poflTefs,  acquire,  ancl  purchafe  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, or  any  goods  or  chattels,  and  the  fame  to  leafe,  grant,  de» 
mife,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  difpofe  of,  at  their  own  will  and  plea- 
fure,  as  other  our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  any 
corporation  or  body  politic  within  the  fame,  may  lawfully  do:  and 
further,  that  they  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucccf- 
fprs,   fiiall  and  may,  for  ever  hereafter,    have  a  common  feal,  to 
ferve  and  ufe  for  all  matters,  caufes,  things,  and  affairs  whatfoever, 
of  them   and  their  fuccefTors,  and  the  fame  feal  to  alter,  change, 
break,  and  make  new  from  time  to  time,   at  their  will  and  plea- 
fure,  as  they  fhall  think  fit.     And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  do  declare  and 
appoint,  that  for  the  better  ordering  and  nrianaging  of  the  affairs  an(d 
bufinefs  of  the  faid  company  and  their  fuccelTors,  there  Ihall  be  one 
governpr,  one  deputy-governor,  and  ten  affiftants,  to  be  from  ti,mc 
to  time  conftituted,  eleiled,  and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faitl 
company  for  the  time  being,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  hereafter 
ill  thefe  prefents  exprefTed  ;  which  faid  officers  fliall  apply  tlTemfelyes 
to  take  care  for  the  heft  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the  genera!  bufinefs 
^nd  affairs  of  and  concerning  the  lands  and  hereditaments  herein  after 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  an4  the  plantation  thereof,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  people  th^re.    And  for  the  better  execution;  of  o«r 

li  ?  rojral 
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royal  pleafiire  herein,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  (iiccefTors,  aitigii^- 
name,  conftitute  and  appoint,  the  aforelaid  Benedict  Arnold  to  be 
the  firft  and  prelent  governor  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  faid  WiU; 
Ham  'Brenton  to  be  the  deputy  governor,  and  the  faid  Willianif 
Boulfton,  John  Porter,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olncy,  John  Smithy' 
John  Greene,  John  Cogefhall,  James  Barker,  V/illlam  Field,  and 
Jofeph  Clarke,  to  be  the  ten  prefent  afliftants  of  the  faid  company,  to 
continue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices  refpe61ively, until  the  firft  VVednefday 
which  Jliall  be  in  the  month  of  IVlay  now  next  coming.  And  further, 
we'wil','andbythefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  or- 
dain and  grant,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time 
being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  or  otherwife,  by  his 
leave  or  permiflion  the  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being,  (hall  and 
may,  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occafions,  give  order  for  the  afTcm- 
bling  of  the  faid  com.pany,  and  calling  them  together,  to  confult  and 
adviie  of  the  bufinefs  and  affairs  of  the  faid  company  ;  and  that  for 
ever  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year,  that  is  to  fay,  on  every  fTrll:  Wed- 
nefday  in  the  month  of  May,  and  on  ever)'  lail  Wednefday  in  Odober, 
or  oftener,  in  cafe  it  fliall  be  requifite,  the  affiflants,  and  fuch  of  the 
freemen  of  the  faid  company,  not  exceeding  fix  perfons  from  New- 
port, four  perfons  for  each  of  the  refpe6tive  towns  of  Provi:'encc, 
Portfmouth,  and  Warwick,  and  two  perfons  for  each  other  place, 
town  or  city,  who  (hall  be  from  time  to  time  thereunto  cle6ted  or  de- 
puted by  the  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  refpedive  towns  or 
places  for  which  they  Hiall  be  fo  elected  or  deputed,  fhall  have  a  ge- 
neral meeting  or  aflembly,  then  and  there  to  confult,  advife  and 
determine,  in  and  about  the  affairs  and  bufinefs  of  the  faid  company 
and  plantations.  And  further,  we  do  of  our  efpecial  grace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  g  ve  and  grant  unto  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company  of  the  EngliQi  co'ony  of  Rhode-lfland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New-England,  in  America,  and  their 
fucceffors,  that  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence,  or  by  his  permiffion, 
the  deputy-governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  the  af- 
fill-ants,  and  fuch  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company  as  (liall  be  fo 
aforeiaid  ele(5led  or  deputed,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fliall  be  prefent 
at  fuch  meeting  or  affcmbly  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  called  the  Ge- 
neral Afl^embly  ;  and  that  they,  or  the  greatefl  part  of  them  then 
prefent^  whereof  the  governor,  or  deputy-governor,  and  fix  of  the 
;;^iftants  at  leafi,  to  be  feven,  flial;  have,  and  have  hereby  given  and 
"^'granted  upto  them  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and 
^-  ■■  ■  at 
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^tall  times  hereafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and  change  fuch  days,  time^ 
.and  places  of  meeting,  and  General  Affembly,  as  they  fliall  think  fit ; 
and  to  chuie,  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  perfons  2js  they 
fliall  think  fit,  and  fhall  be  \yilling  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  fJTjpe  of 
the  faid  company  and  body  politic,  and  them  into  the  fame  to  adhiitj. 
and  to  eled  and  conttitute  fuch  offices  and  officers,  and  to  grant  fncl\ 
■  needful  commiffions  as  they  fliall  think  fit  andrequifite,  Ibr  ordering, 
managing,  and  difpatching  of  the  affairs  of  the  faid  governor  and 
company,  and  their  fucceffi^rs;   and  from  time  to  time,    to  make, 
ordain,  conflitute,    or  repeal,  fuch  laws,  flatutcs,  orders  and  ordi- 
nances,   forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  magiflracy,    asi 
•to  them  fliall  feem  meet,  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  iaid  com-* 
pany,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  lands  and  heredita-j 
ments  herein  after-mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of  the  people  that  do, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter  fliall  inhabit,  or  be  within  the  fame  ;  fo 
as  fuch  laws,  ordinances,  and  conflitutions  fo  made,  be  not  contrary 
and  repugnant  unto,   but  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
this  our  realm  of  England,  corifidering  the  nature  and  conftitution  of 
.  the  place  and  people  there  ;  and  alfo  to  appoint,  order,  arid  <dire6t, 
ei-e£t  and  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts  of  jurifdi61:ioh,  for  hearing  and 
llctermining  of  all   a<^ions,  cafes,    matters,  and  things,  happening 
within  the  faid  colony  and  plantation,  and  which  fliall  be  in  diipute, 
-^nd  depending  there,  as  they  fhall  think  fit ;  and  alfo  to  diftinguifh 
?ind  fet  forth  the  feveral  names  and  titles,  duties,  pov/ers  ana  limits, 
of  each  court,  office  and  officer,  fuperior  add  inferior;  and  alfo  to 
contrive  and  appoint  fuch  forms  of  oaths  and  atteflations,  not  repug- 
.wfiant,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable,  as  aforefaid,  to  the  laws  and 
-Aatutes  of  this  our  realm,  as  are  convenient  and  requvlite,  with  ra- 
fpe<fttothe  due  adminiflration  of  juflice,  and  due  execution  and  dif- 
f^harge  of  all  offices  and  places  of  trufl,  by  the  perfons  that  fliall  be 
;i^erein  concerned ;  and  alio  to  regulate  and  order  the  way  and  man- 
..tj€r  of  all  eledtions  to  offices  and  places  of  trufl,  and  to  prefcribe, 
limit  and  diflinguifh  the  number  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns  and 
jcities,    within     the    limits    and    bounds    herein   after    mentioned, 
T'^nd  not  herein  particularly  named,  who  have,   or  fhall  have  the 
power  of  elefting  and  fending  of  freemen  to  the  faid  General  AfTem- 
bly  ;  and  alio  to  order,  dired,  and  authorife  the  impofing  of  lawful 
and  reafonablc  fines,    mulcts,    imprifonments,  and  executing  other 
V  vBunifliments,    pecuniary  and  corporal,    upon  offenders  and  delin- 
•^uents,     according    to   the    courfe    of  o^hir  corporations  within 
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-this  our  kingdom  of  England  :  and  again,  to  alter,  revoke,  annul  or 
pardon,  under  their  cooimon  feal,  or  othervvjlc,  fuch  fines,  mulcts, 
imprifonnnents,  fentences,  jiidgn>entsand  condeinnations,  as  (hall  be 
thought  fit ;  and  to  direct,  rule,'  order,  and  difpofe  all  other  matters 
;and  things,  and  particularly  that  which  relates  to  the  making  of  pur« 
chafes  of  the  native  Indians,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  meet ;  whereby 
<>urfaid  people  and  inhabitants  in  the  faid  plantations  may  be  fo 
4-eligioully,  peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  as  that  by  their  good  life 
and  orderly  cbnverfation  they  may  win  and  invite  the  native  Indians 
of  the  country  to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  only,  true- God 
and  Saviour  of  mankind;  willing,  commanding,  and  requiring,  and 
by  thefeprefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaining  and  ap* 
pointing,  that  all  fuch  laws,  iiatutes,  orders,  and  ordinances,  inftruc-* 
tions,  impofitions,  and  dire(5lions,  as  fliall  befo  made  by  the  governor, 
deputy,  aflittants,  and  freemen,  or  fuch  number  of  them  as  aforefaid, 
and  publiflied  in  writing  under  their  common  feal,  fhall  be  carefully 
and  duly  obferved,  kept,  performed,  and  put  in  execution,  ac-. 
cording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  fame.  And  thefe  our 
letters  patent,  or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  thereof,  fliaU 
be  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperior  or  inferior,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders,  laws,  Hatutes,  ordinanceg, 
inftru<^iotis,  and  diretlions,  in  due  execution  againft  us,  our  heirs 
and  fuccefTors,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge.  And  further,  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  eflabJiihand  ordain,  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year  for  ever  here- 
after, namely,  theaforefaidWednefday  in  May,  ^nd  at  the  town  of 
Newport  or  elfewhere,  if  urgent  occafion  do  require,  the  governor, 
deputy-governor,  and  affiftants  of  the  faid  company,  and  other  officers 
£>f  the  faid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  as  the  General  AirenibJy  Ihall 
think  fit,  fliall  be  in  the  faid  General  Court  or  AlTembly,  to  be  held 
from  that  day  or  time,  newly  chofen  for  the  year  enfiiing,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  as  fliall  be  then  anci 
there  prefent,  And  if  it  fliall  happen  that  the  prefent  governor, 
deputy-governor,  and  affiilants,  by  thefe  prefents.  appointed,  or  .any 
fuch  as  fliall  hereafter  be  newly  chofen  into  tneir  rooms,  of  any  of 
them,  or  any  other  the  officers  of  the  faid  company,  fhall  die,  :orbe 
rernoved  from  his  or  their  feveral  offices  or  p^acesh;beft)4*ev'thc  iaict 
general  day>of  ele<^ion  (whom  we  do  hereby  d^slar^^foiiiariyiioifiie^ 
fneanor  or  default  to  be  rcmoyeable  by  the  gov-eriiQr,-/9!®^nt^:^n4 
•ompany,  or  Cuch  greatet:  •  part  of-jhem,  in  anjf,o£:tl»c-faid  pcuhiici 
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eotirts  to  bcafTembled  as  aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  every  fucli 
<afe,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  governor,  deputy^ 
governor,  affiftants,  and  company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of 
them  (o  to  be  affembled,   as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  alTemblies," 
to  proceed  to  a  new  eledion  of  one  or  more  of  their  company,"  in 
the  room  or  place,  rooms  or  places,  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  fd* 
dying  or  removed,  according  to  their  direftions.     And  immediately 
Upon  and  after  fnch  eleftion  ordeflions  made  of  fuch  govern'or,  dc^ 
puty-governor,    affiftant   or    affiHants,    or  any  other  officer  of  th^ 
faid  company,  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  the  authoiity,  office'^ 
and   power   before   given   to  the  former '  governor,  deputy-goveri 
nor,    and   other    o-fficer   and    officers  fo  removed,    in  whofe  ftead 
and  place  new  fliall  be  chofen,  fhall,  as  to  him  and  them,  and  ever/ 
of  them  refpeftively,  ceafe  and  determine:  Provided  always,  and 
our  will  and  pleafiire  is.  That  as  well' fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefentsi  ' 
appointed  to  be  the  prefent  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  affiflants 
«fj3the  faid  company,  as  tbofe  whic^  (Iiall  fucceed  them,  and  all  othei? 
oilkers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  before  the  uiJJi 
dertaking  the  execution  of  the  faid  offices  and  places  refpefti'vely;  •; 
give  their  folemii  engagement,  by  oath  or  othcrwife,  for  the  due  and 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  feveral  offices  and  places^ 
before  fuch  perfon  or  perions  as  are  by  thefe  prcfents  hereafter  ap- 
pointed to  take  and  receive  the  fame  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Bene- 
dict Arnold,  who  is  herein  before  nominated  and  appointed  the  pre- 
fent governor  of  the  faid  company,  (liall  give  the  aforefaid  engage- 
ment before  William  Brenton,  or  any  two  of  the  faid  affiftants  of 
the  faid  Company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full 
po\V<*r  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  the  fame ;  and  the  faid 
William  Brenton,  who  is  hereby  before-nominated  and  appointed 
the  prefent  deputy- governor  of  the  faid  company,   Hiall  give  the 
aforefaid  engagement  before  the  faid  Benedi<5l  Arnold,  or  any  two 
of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  give  full  power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  th« 
fnme  ;  and  the  faid  William  Boulfton,  John  Porter,  Roger  Will iai<n<?, 
Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith,  John  Green,  John  Cogefhali,  James 
Barker,  William  Field,  and  Jofeph  Clarke,  who  are  hereinbefore 
nominated  and  appointed  the  prefent  nffilVants  of  the  company,  (hallt 
give  the  faid  engagement  to  their  offices  and  places  refpc<5tively  be- 
longing,  b*fafe  the  faki  Brnedi6t  Arrtold  and  William  Brenton,  or 
one  of  them,  to  ^hom  fefped^'ely  we  do  hereby  give  fuH  power 
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and  authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or  receive  the  fame.  Andfarthcf# 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  ^11  and  every  other  future  governor,  oF 
deputy-governor,  to  be  ele<fied  and  chofen  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents, 
fliall  give  the  faid  fengagcment  before  ttvo  or  nnore  of  the  faid  aflift- 
ants  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  unto  whom  we  do,  by 
thefe  prefents,  give  full  power  and  authority  to  require,  adminifter^ 
or  receive  the  fame  ;  and  the  faid  afliflants,  and  ev6ry  of  them,  and 
all  and  every  other  officer  or  officers,  to  be  hereafter  elected  and 
chofen  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  from  time  to  time,  fliall  give  the 
like  engagements  to  their  offices  and  places  refpedively  belongings 
before  the  governor  or  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being ;  unt6 
which  faid  governor  or  deputy-governor  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
give  full  power  and  authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or  receive  the 
fame  accordingly.  And  ue  do  likewife  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
cefTors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  for  the  more  peaceable  and 
orderly  government  of  the  faid  plantations,  it  fliall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  affiftaats,  and  all  other  of- 
ficers and  minifters  of  the  faid  company,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  and  exercife  of  government  in  the  faid  plantations,  to  ufe^ 
cxercife,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch  methods,  rules,  orders,  and  di- 
redliohs,  not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  our  realm,  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  ufed,  and  accuf- 
tomed  in  fuch  cafes  refpe^tively,  to  be  put  in  pra6tice,  until  at  the 
next  or  fome  other  general  aflerHbly,  efpecial  provitiop  fliall  be  made 
in  the  cafes  aforefaid.  And  we  do  farther,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  ihall  and  may  be  lawful-to 
and  for  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  deputy-governor 
and  major  part  of  the  faid  affiftants  for  the  time  being,  at  any  timg 
when  the  faid  general  Aflembly  is  not  fitting,  to  nominate,  appoint^ 
.and  conftitute  fuch  and  fo  many  commanders,  governors,  and  mih- 
tary  officers,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  ruqurfite,  for  the  leading,  con-' 
duding,  and  training  up  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantations  in 
paartial  affairs,  and  for  the  defence  and  fafeguard  of  the  faid  planta- 
tions ;  and  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every 
fuch  commander,  governor,  and  military  officer,  that- ihall 'be  fo  a$ 
aforefaid,  or  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  dopuiy-gbvernor 
and  fix  of  the  afliftants,  and  major  part  of  therfreemea  of  the  faid 
company  prefeut  at  any  general  ^cnibiies,  noininated,  ap^5iti"ted, 
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fl^  conftttuted,  according  to  the  teuQF.  of  his-aHd-tfeeir-r«fpe«^ive 
commiflions  and  direftions,  to  aflfemble)  exeicife  k  arms,  marAial, 
array,  aod  put  in  warlike  pofture,  the  inliabitants  of  tire  faid  coloiay, 
for  their  efpecial  defence  and  iafety  ;,  and  to  lead  and  condu^ttje 
faid  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  repiilfe,  and  rcfift  by  force  of 
arms,  aS' well- by  fea  as  by  land,  to  kill,  flay,  and  deftroy,  by  all 
fitting  w;iys,  enterprifes,  and  IfneaHS  whatfoever,  all  and  ev^ry  fuch 
perfon  or  perions  as  iliall  at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  en ter- 
prife  the  deftru6tion,  invafion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faiJcl 
inhabitants  or  plantations ;  and  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  law  martial  ii> 
fuch  cafes  only  as  occafion  (hall  neceflarily  require ;  and  to  take  and 
furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  ail  and  every  fuch  per- 
fon and  perfons,  with  their  fliip  or  fliips,  armour,  ammunition,  or 
other  goods  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  in  hoftile  manner  invade  or  at- 
tempt the  defeating  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid 
company  and  inhabitants  ;  and  upon  juft  caufes  to  invade  and  de- 
fU'oy  the-natives,  Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  colony.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  the 
;reft  of  our  colonies  in  New-England,  that  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for 
^tiue  Dur  (aid  colony  of  Rhode-Illand  and  Providence  Plantations,  in 
New-Englafnd,  in  America,  to  invade  the  natives  inhabiting  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  their  faid  colonies,  without  the  knowledge  and 
Confent  of  the  (aid  other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  to  or  for  the  reft  of  the  colonies  to  invade  or 
moleilthe  native  Indians,  or  any  other  inhabitants,  inhabiting  within 
the  bounds  or  limits  hereafter  mentioned  (they  having  fubjefted 
themfelves  unto  us,  and  being  by  us  taken  into  ourfpecial  prote6tion) 
without. the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  our  c^ilony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation.  Alfo 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  all  Chriftian 
Kings^  Ppnceg,  and  States,  that  if  any  perfon,  which  fliall  hereafter 
bc;  of  the.  faid  company  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  appointment 
•of  the,  faiJ  governor  and  company  for  the  time  being,  fliall  at  any 
$iro(e  or  times  hcrea^fter  job  or  fpoil,  by  fea  or  land,  or  do  any  hurt, 
Qtr,  unlawful  hoftilityy  to  ,any  of  the  ,fubje«5ls  of  us,  oor-"  heirs  and 
fwcclTors,,  or- to  any -of  the  fubjefts  of  any  Prince  or  State  bein^ 
XtdD.  in' league  with  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefibrs  ♦  uponcomplaiiit  <^ 
fu«h  ■  iftjii/y  .-tlOne  to  ^ny  fuch  Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubjetlfs, 
Wi^»  -our-kdrarand-fucceirors,  will  make  open  proclamation, "^vl'ithipi 
ftoypMfpfi  pf  our  realms  of  England  fit  for  that  purpofc,' chat  the 
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perfon  or  perfons  committing  any  fnch  robbery  or  fpoil  fhall,  withirt 
the  time  limited  by  fiich  proclamation,  make  full  reftitution  or  fatis- 
fadioii  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  committed,  fo  as  the  faid  prince, 
or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be  fuliy  fatisfied  and  contented  ;  and 
if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or 
fpoil,  fhall  not  make  fatisfadion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  fo  to 
be  limited,  that  then  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  will  put  fuch  per- 
.fon  or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance  and  protedlion  ;  and  that  then  it 
lliall  and  may  be  lawful  and  iVee  for  all  princes,  or  others,  to  pro- 
fecute  with  hoftility  fuch  offenders,  and  every  of  them,  their  and 
every  of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  counfellors,  in  that 
behalf.  Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
-do  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ordain  and 
appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  fhall  not  in  any  ipanner  hinder  any  of 
our  loving  fubje6ts  whatfoever  from  ufing  and  exercifing  the  trade 
of  fifhing  upon  the  coafl  of  New-England,  in  America,  but  that 
they,  an.l  every  or  any  of  them,  fliall  have  full  and  free  power  and 
liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  trade  of  fifliing  upon  the  faid  coaif, 
in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  fea,  or 
fait  water,  rivers  and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
fifh,  and  to  build  and  fet  upon  the  wafle  land  belonging  to  the  faid 
colony  and  plantations  fuch  wharfs,  flages,  and  workhoufes,  as  fhall 
be  neceffary  for  the  faking,  drying,  and  keeping  of  their  fifli  to  be 
taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coafl.  And  farther,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  of  Providence  Plantation 
to  fet  upon  the  bufinefs  of  taking  whales,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  them, 
or  any  of  them,  having  flruck  a  whale,  dubertus,  or  other  great 
fifli,  it  or  them  to  purfue  unto  that  coafl,  and  into  any  bay,  river, 
cove,  creek  or  fliore,  belonging  thereto,  and  it  or  them,  uporr 
the  faid  coafl,  or  in  the  faid  bay,  river,  cove,  creek,  or  fhore 
belonging  thereto,  to  kill  and  order  for  the  beft  advantage,  with- 
out moleflation,  they  making  no  wilful  wafle  or  fpoil  ;  any 
thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
to  the  contrary  notwithHanding.  And  farther  alfo,  we  are  gra- 
cioully  pleafed,  and  do  hereby  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  our  faid  colony  do  fet  upon  the  planting  of  vineyards, 
(the  foil  and  climate  both  feeming  naturally  to  concur  to  the  pro- 
du6lion  of  wines)  or  be  induflrious  in  the  difcovery  of  fiQiing- 
banks,  in  or  about  the  faid  colony,  we  vvill,  from  time  to  time,  give 
and  allow  all  due  and  fitting  encouragement  therein,  as  to  others  in 
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Cafes  of  like  nature.  And  farther,  of  our  more  ample  grace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ^o  give  and 
grant,  unto  the  fard  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifli  colony 
of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay, 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and  to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
every  perfon  and  perfons  trading  thither,  and  to  every  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  are  or  fliall  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take, 
iliip,  tranfport,  and  carry  away,  out  of  any  of  our  realms  and  do- 
minions, for  and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid  co- 
lony, fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjeds  and  ftrangers,  as  fhall 
or  will  willingly  accompany  them  in  and  to  their  faid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  Ihall  be  therein 
reftrained  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  or  any  law  or  llatute  of 
this  realm  ;  and  alfo  to  fliip  and  tranfport  all  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
chattels,  merchandize,  and  other  things  whatfoever,  that  are  or  fhall 
be  ufeful  or  necefl^ary  for  the  faid  plantations,  and  defence  thereof, 
and  iifually  tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  flatute  of 
this  our  realm  ;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors, 
fuch  the  duties,  cufloms  and  fubfidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid 
or  payable  for  the  fame.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  ordain,  declare  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceffors, 
that  all  and  every  the  fubjefls  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
which  are  already  planted  and  fettled  within  our  faid  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantation,  or  which  fliall  hereafter  go  to  inhabit  within  the 
faid  colony,  and  all  and  every  of  their  children  which  have  been 
born  there,  or  which  fliall  happen  hereafter  to  be  born  there,  or  on 
the  fea  going  thither  or  returning  from  thence,  fliall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  fubjec^s,  within  any 
the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftru6tiohs,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them, 
were  born  within  the  realm  of  England.  And  farther  know  ye,  that 
we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, have  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceffors,  all  that  part  of  our  do- 
minions in  New-England,  in  America,  containing  the  Nahantick 
and  Nanhyganfett,  alias  Narraganfet  bay,  and  countries  and  parts 
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adjacent,  bounded  on  the  weft,  or  wellerly,  to  the  middle  or  chan- 
nel of  a  liver  there,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Pawcatuck,  alias  Pawcavvtuck  river^  and  fo  along  the  faid  river, 
as  the  greater  or  middle  ftream  thereof  reacheth  or  lies  up  into 
the  north  country,  northward  unto  the  head  thereof,  and  from 
thence  by  a  ftrait  line  drawn  due  north,  until,  it  meet  with  the- 
fouth  'line  of  the  Maflfachufetts  colony,  and  on  the  north  or 
northerly,  by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or  foutherly  line  of  the  MafTa- 
thufetts  Colony  or  plantation,  and  extending  to\Vards  the  eaft 
or  eaftwardly  three  Englifh  miles,  to  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  of  the 
moft  eaftern  and  north-eaftern  parts  of  the  aforefaid  Narraganfet 
hay,  as  the  faid  bay  lieth  or  extendeth  itfelf  from  the  ocean  on  the 
fouth  or  fouthwardly,  unto  the  mouth  of  the  river  which  runneth* 
towards  the  town  of  Providence,  and  fronl  thence  along  the  eaft- 
1^'ardly  fide  or  bank  of  the  faid  river,  (higher  called  by  the  name  of 
Seacunck  river)  up  to  the  falls  called  Patucket  Falls,'  being  the  moft 
tveftwardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony ;  and  fo  from  the  faid  falls,  in 
a  ftrait  Ime  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the  aforefaid  line  of  the 
Maffachuletts  colony,  and  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  ocean,  and 
in  particular  the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Providence,  Patiixit,- 
Warwicke,  Mifquammacock,  alias  Pawcatuck,-  and  the  reft  upon 
the  main  land,  in  the  trad  aforefaid,  together  with  Rhode-Ifland, 
Blocke-Ifland,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  iftands  and  banks  in  the  Nar* 
raganfet  bay,  and  bordering  upon  the  coaft  of  the  tra£t  aforefaid^ 
(Fiflier's '  ifland  only  excepted)  together  with  all  firm  lands,  foils, 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifliings,  mines  royal,  and  all 
other  mines,  minerals,  precious  ftones,  quarries,  woods,  wood- 
grounds,  rocks,  flates,  and  all  ^nd  fingular  other  commodities,  jurif- 
di£tion$,  royalties,  privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminencies,  and  here* 
ditaments  whatfoever,  within  the  faid  tractj  bounds,  lands,  and 
tflands  aforefaid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  or  in  any  wife 
^appertaining.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  fame  unto  the  faid  gover- 
nor and  company,  and  their  fucceffors  for  ever.  Upon  truft,  for 
the  ufe  and  benefit  of  themfelvcs  and  their  alfociates,  freemen  of  the 
faid  colony,  their  heirs  and  afligns.  To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  the  manner  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  in  our  county 
of  Keiit,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knights  fervice.  Yielding  and"  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuGcefibrs,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which 
from  time  to  time,  aadat  all  times  hereafter,  ftiall  be  there  jjotteni^  had 
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or  obtained,  in  lieu  and  fl;tisfa6tion  of  all  fervices,  duties,  fines,  for- 
feitures, made  or  to  be  made,  claims  or  demands  vvhatfoever,  to  b» 
to  us,  our  heirs  or  fueceflbrs,  therefor  or  thereabout  rendered,  mad» 
or  paid  ;  any  grant  or  claufe,  in  a  late  grant  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  Connecticut  colony  in  America,  to  the  contrary  tliereof 
in  any  wife  notvvithltanding ;  the  aforefaid  Pawcatuck  river  havii^ 
been  yielded  after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  and  certain  bouijt^ 
between  thefe  our  faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof;  who  hav© 
alfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  Pawcatuck  river  fhall  alfo  be  called  jdias 
Narrogancett  or  Narroganfett  river,  and  to  prevent  future  difptite* 
tliat  otherwife  might  arife  thereby,  for  ever  hereafter  fliall  be  con- 
ftrued,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the  Narrogancett  river,  in  our  lat* 
grant  to  Connecticut  colony,  mentioned  as  the  eafterly  bounds  of  thai' 
colony.  And  farther,  our  v.nll  and  pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of 
public  controverfies,  which  may  fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Con- 
necticut and  Providence  Plantation,  to  make  their  appeal  therein  to  us^ 
our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  within  this  our  realm 
of  England :  and  that  it  fliall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  colony  of  Providence  plantation,  v/ithout  lett  or  moleftatioa 
to  pafs  and  repafs  with  freedom  into  and  through  the  reft  of  the 
Englifli  colonies  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occafions,  and  to  con-' 
verfe,  and  hold  commerce,  and  trade  with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
our  other  Englifli  colonies  as  fliall  be  willing  to  admit  them  there* 
imto,  they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  among  them ;  any  aCl, 
claufe,  or  fentence,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or  that  fliall 
be  provided,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithfl:anding,  Anx3 
iaftly,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  ordain  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  governor  and  company,, clnd  their  fucceflTors,  by  thefe  pre- 
fents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents  fliall  be  firm,  good,  effeCtual^ 
and  available,  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  conflruSion* 
and  purpofes  whatfoever,  according  to  our  true  intent  and  meaning 
herein  before  declared;  and  fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed  and  adjudged 
in  all  cafes,  moll  favourably  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the  befl:  benefit 
and  behoof  of  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrsi 
although  exprefs  mention,  &c.     In  witnefs,  &c,  witnefs,  &c. 

Per  ipfum  Regem* 
Since  the  foregoing  flieets  went  to  prefs,  Mr.  Cooper's  valuable 
work,  entitled  "  Some  Information  refpeHing  America^''*  has  been  pub* 
liflied — with  his  obfervations  we  Ihall  conclude  our  account  Of  tius 
State. 

«  Rhoda- 
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**  Rhode-Ifiand,  in  point  of  climate  and  produ6lion«,  as  well  aS 
jn  appearance,  is  perhaps  the  mofl  fin^ilar  to  Great-Britain  of  kny 
Statp  in  the  Union.  The  winters  are  fomevvhat  longer  and  mart  fe- 
vere,  the  fummers,  perhaps,  a  little  warmer :  but  it  pafticipatei 
with  Great-Britain  i/t  fdme  meafure  in  the  defeats  of  drmate,  being 
from  its  fit  nation  fnbje61:  to  a  moiller  atmofphere  *  than  many  of 
the- other  Stated.  The  foil  of  Rhode-Ifland  alfo  (though  not  in  gene* 
rai  of  a  good  quality)  is  too  much  improved,  and  the  land  too  much 
divided  to  admit  of  any  large  eontiguous  purchafes  as  a  fpeculation, 
though  fingle  farms  at  a  rate  comparatively  moderate  might  be  pro- 
cured here:  this,  however,  is  owing  to  a  decay  of  trade  in  this  part 
of  America,  and  to  the  inhabitants  themfelves  quitting  their  fitua- 
tions  for  the  profpedt  of  a  more  advantageous  trade.  It  fs  rather 
adapted  for  a  grazing  than  a  corn  country  ;  fcantily  timbered,  com- 
paratively plentiful  in  milk  and  butter,  and  cheefe ;  but  not  abound- 
ing in  what  the  Americans  term  good  or  rich  land.  The  divilion  of 
property,  however,  and  its  prefent  tendency  rather  to  decreafe  than 
incrcafe  in  value,  renders  it  ineligible  for  moft  Britifh  fettlers." 

^-  This  obfervation  is  applicable  to  the  vicinity  of  Naw-York  alfo,  where  they 
jfind  that  wood  intended. for  ufc  in  the  fouthern  climates  cannot  be  fufficiently  feafoned, 
in  Pennfylvania  it  may.  Indeed  this  remark  v/ill  evidently  apply  to  the  whole  northern 
fea-coaft  of  America. 


STATS 
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STATE    OF 

CONNECTICUT. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,   AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  tllS  State  is  fituated  between  41°  and  42°  1!  north  latitude,  anU 
1°  50'  and  3°  20'  eaft  longitude '  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length 
is  about  eighty-two  miles,  and  its  breadth  fifty-feven.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Maffachufetts,  on  the  eaft  by  Rhode-Ifiand,  on  the 
fouth  by  the  Sound,  which  divides  it  from  Long-Ifland,  and  on  th« 
weft  by  the  State  of  New-Yorl^. 

The  divifional  line  between  Connecticut  and  Maflachufetts,  a^ 
fettled  in  17 13,  was  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in  length* 
The  line  dividing  Connecticut  from  Rhode -Ifland  was  fettled  in 
1728,  and  found  to  be  about  forty-five  miles.  The  fea  coaft,  from 
the  mouth  of  Paukatuk  river,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  Connecticut,  in  a  dire6t  fouth^wefterly  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Byram  river,  is  reckoned  at  about  ninety  miles.  The  line  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  New- York  runs  from  latitude  41"  to 
ktitude  42°  2',  feventy-two  miles.  Thus  ConneCticwt  contains  about, 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-four  fquare  miles,  ecjual  t% 
about  two  milli<9ns  fix  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  acres. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

Connecticut,  though  fubjeCt  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  ia 
their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes,  is  ytry  healthful. 
The  north-weft  winds,  in  the  winter  feafon,  are  often  extremely  fe- 
vere  and  piercing,  occafioned  by  the  great  body  of  fnow  which  lies 
concealed  from  the  dilTolving  influence  of  the  fun,  in  the  immenfe 
forefts  north  and  north-weft.  The  clear  and  ferene  temperature  of 
the  Iky,  however,  makes  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
is  favourable  to  health  and  longevity.  In  the  maritime  towns  the 
weather  is  variable,  according  as  the  wind  blows  from  the  fea  or 
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}snd;  but  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  fea  breezes  having  icfe 
^ffed  upon  the  air,  confequentiy  the  weather  is  lefs  variable. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  pOAST,  &c. 

Connecticut  is  generally  broken  land,  made  up  of  mountains, 
lills,  and  valines.  It  is  laid  out  in  fmall  farms,  from  fifty  to  three 
or  four  hundre-d.  acres  each, -which,  are  held  by  the  farmers  in  fee 
feple,  and  are  generally  cultivated  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the, foil 
fvili  admit.  The  State  is  chequered  with  innumerable  roads  or  high- 
ways, crplEng  each  other  in  every  diredion.  A  traveller,  in  any  of 
thefe  roads,  even  in  the  moil:  unfettled  parts  of  the  State,  will  fel- 
idom  pafs  more  than,  two  or  three  miles  without  finding  ahovife  or 
cottage^  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improvements  as  to  afford  the  neccf- 
Ibries  for  the  fupport  of  a  family.  The  whole  State  refembles  a  well- 
cultivated  garden,  which,  with  that  degree  of  induftry  that  is  ne- 
ceir4ry  to  h^ppinefs,  produces  the  Jieceffaries  and  convenicncies  of 
life  in  great  jileuty  ;  it  is  exceedingly  well  watered  by  numerous 
Tivers,  but  the  principal  is  that  which  gives  its  name  to  this  State  ; 
Ibis  we  have  already  defcribed.*  .  ;v, . .     . ^  ;*,<-., f,  r»j^ 

The  Houfatonick  f  paffes  through  a  number  of  pleafant  towns  in 
this  State,  and  empties  into  the  found  between  Stratford  and  Milfard; 
it  is  navigable  twelve  miles  to  Derby.  A  bar  of  fliells,  at  its  mouth, 
obflructs  its  navigation  for  large  veflels.  In  this  river,  betweeri 
Salifbury  and  Canaan,  is  a  cataraft,  where  the  water  of  the  whole 
liver,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  falls  about  fixty 
feet  perpendicular,  in  a  perfed  white  ilieet,  cxhibitiqg  a  foene  ex- 
ceedingly grand  and  beautiful. 

Naugatuk  is  a  fmall  river  which  rifes  in  Torrington,  and  emptie^ 
into  the  Houfatonick  at  Derby. 

The  Thames  empties  into  Long-Ifland  found  at  New-London  :  it 
is  navigable  fourteen  miles  to  Norwich  Landing :  here  it  lofes  its 
nan-^e,  and  branches  into  Shetucket  on  the  eaft,  and  Norwich  or 
Little  river  on  the  wefl;.  The  city  of  Norwich  flands  on  the  tongue 
of  land  between  thefe  rivers.  Little  river,  about  a  mile  from  its 
mouth,  has  a  remarkable  and  very  romantic  catarad.  A  rock,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  extends  quite  acrofs  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  :  over  this  the  whole  river  pitches,  in  one  entire 
ilieet,  upon  a  bed  of  rocks  beicw.     Here  the  river  is  compreffed  into 

-i-"^  *'^, ■ '   .  ■  ■    ■  ■  ^■ 

■■    *  *  Page  II.     ,    f*  An  Indian  name,  fignifying  Over  the  Mmntain. 

I  a  very 
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%  'very  nairrow  channel  between  two  craggy  cliffs,  one  of  which 
towers  to  a  confiderable  height :  the  channel  defcends  gradually^  is 
v&ry  crooked,  and  fovered  with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thefe  the 
water  fwiftly  tumbles,  foaming  with  the  moft  violent  agitation,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  before  it.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  perpendicular  falls,  the  rocks  are  curioufly  exca- 
vated by  the  conftant  pouring  of  the  water:  fome  of  the  cavities, 
which  are  all  of  a  circular  form,  are  five  or  fix  feet  deep.  Thefmooth- 
nefs  of  the  water  above  its  defcent — the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the 
perpendicular  fall — the  tremendous  roughnefs  of  the  other,  and  the 
craggy,  towering  cliff  which  impends  the  whole  prefents  to  the 
view  of  the  fpedator  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftic. 
On  this  river  are  fome  of  the  fincll  mill  feats  in  New-England  j  and 
thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  occupied  by  Lathrop*s  mills,  are, 
perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs  the  mouth  of 
this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  form  of  a  wharf, 
built  at  a  great  expenfe. 

Shetticket  river,  the  other  branch  of  the  Thames,  four  miles  from 
its  mouth,  receives  Quinnabogue,  which  has  its  fource  in  Brimfield 
in  MafTachufetts ;  thence  paffing  through  Sturbridge  and  Dudley  in 
MalTachufetts,  it  crofles  into  Connecticut,  and  divides  Pomfret  from 
Killingly,  Canterbury  from  Plainfield,  and  Lifbon  from  Prefton, 
and  dien  mingles  with  the  Shetucket.  In  pafling  through  this  hilly- 
country,  it  tumbles  over  many  falls,  two  of  which,  one  in  Thomp- 
fon,  the  other  in  Brooklyn,  are  thirty  feet  each  ;  tnis  river  affords  a 
vafl  number  of  fine  mill  feats.  In  its  courfe  it  receives  a  great  number 
of  tributary  flreams,  the  principal  of  which  are  Muddy  Brook,  and  Five 
Mile  river.  Shetucket  river  is  formed  by  the  jundion  of  Willaman- 
tick  and  Mount  Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between  Wyndham  and 
Lebanon.  In  Lifbon  it  receives  Little  river  ;  and  at  a  little  diflance 
farther  the  Quinnabogue,  and  empties  as  above.  Thefe  rivers  are, 
indeed,  fed  by  numberlefs  brooks  from  every  part  of  the  adjacent 
country. — At  the  mouth  of  Shetucket  is  a  bridge  of  timber  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  fupported  at  each  end  by 
pillars,  and  held  up  in  the  middle  by  braces  on  the  top,  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  arch, 

Paukatuck  river  is  an  inconfiderable  flream  which  heads  in  Sto- 
nington,  and  empties  into  Stonington  harbour.  It  forms  part  of  the 
dividing  line  between  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Ifland, 
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EalV,  or  North-Haven  river,  rifcs  in  Southington,  not  far  from  i 
bend  in  Fartnington  river,  and  paffing  through  Wallingford  and 
North-Haven,  falls  into  New-Haven  harbour. — It  has  been  in 
contemplation  to  conne6t  the  fource  of  this  river  with  Farmington 
river. 

Eaft  and  Weft  rivers  are  inconfiderable  ftreams,  bounding  the  city 
of  New-Haven  on  the  eafl  and  weft. 

Well:  of  the  Houfatonick  are  a  number  of  fmall  rivers,  which  fall 
into  the  found.  Among  thefe  is  Byram  river,  noticeable  only  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New-York  and  Connecticut. 
But  neither  this,  nor  any  of  the  others,  are  confiderable  enough  to 
merit  particular  attention. 

.,,  Xhe  two  principal  harbours  in  this  State  are  at  New-London  and 
New-Haven.  The  former  opens  to  the  fouth.  From  the  light- 
houfe,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  the  town,  is 
about  three  miles ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  in 
fome  places  more.  The  harbour  has  from  five  to  fix  fathoms  water — 
a  clear  bottom — tough,  ooze,  and  as  far  as  one  mile  above. the  town 
is  entirely  fecure,  and  commodious  for  large  fliips,  ,^,  j.,  ^^r^^(,r 

New-Haven  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  New-London. 
It  is  a  bay  which  fets  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about  four  miles* 
Its  entrance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  has  very  good  anchorage, 
and  two  and  a  half  fathom  at  low  water,  and  three  fathom  and  four 
feet  at  common  tides. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  channel,  a  pier  is  erected,  at 
which  vefTels  of  fuch  fize  as  cannot  come  up  to  the  wharf,  lade  and 
unlade.  A  fum  of  money  has  lately  been  raifed  by  lottery  for  the 
purpofe  of  extending  the  long  wharf  to  this  pier,  and  the  work  is 
partly  accompliflied  ;  when  completed,  this  wharf  will  be  thelongcil 
m  the  United  States,  and  will  be  a  vaft  benefit  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  fea  coaft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many  of 
which  are  fafe  and  commodious,  but  are  not  fufficiently  ufed.  to 
merit  a  defcription.  .,  ,..,... 

SOIL.  PRODUCTIONS,  &c.  "'"'^"'  '""""' 
Some  fmall  parts  of  the  foil  of  this  State  are  thin  and  barren,  but 
in  general  it  is  ftrong  and  fertile.  Its  principal  productions  are  In- 
dian corn,  rye,  wheat,  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  oats,  and  barley^ 
which  are  heavy  and  good,  and  of  late,  buckwheat — flax  in  large 
^antities— fooje  hemp,  pptatoej^  pf  leveral  kinds,  pumpkins,  tur- 
nips, 
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nfps,  peas,  beans,  Scc.Bta  Frdits  of  all  kinds,  which  are  comnwa 
to  the  climate.  The  foil  is  very  well  calculated  for  pafture  and 
mowing,  which  enables  the  farmers  to  feed  large  numbers  of  neat, 
cattle  ahd  horfcs.  A6lual  calculation  has  evinced,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  befl-  mowing  land  in  Connefticut  produces  about 
twice  as  much  clear  profit,  as  the  fame  quantity  of  the  beft  wheat 
land  in  the  State  of  New-York.  Many  farmers,  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  State,  haveJately  found  their  advantage  in  railing  mules,  which 
are  carried  from  the  ports  of  Norwich  and  New-London  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  yield  a  handfome  profit.  The  beef,  pork,  butter, 
and  cheefe  of  Conne6ticut,  are  [equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

On  the  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  two  miles  from  Mlddleton,  is 
a  lead  mine,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  State,  and  was  produftive,  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  too  expenfive  to 
work  in  time  of  peace.  Copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  and 
opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State,  but  have  proved  unprofitable, 
and  are  much  neglected.  Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  parts  of  the 
State.  Talks  of  various  kinds,  white,  brown,  and  chocolate  co- 
loured cryftals,  zink  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  and  feveral  other  fof- 
lils  and  metals,  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  this  State.  At 
Stafford  there  is  a  medicinal  fpring,  which  is  faid  to  b^  a  fovereign  re- 
medy for  fcorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diforders, 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

Connecticut  is  divided  into  eight  counties,  viz.  Hartford,  New- 
Haven,  New-London,  Fairfield,  Wyndham,  Litchfield,  Middlefex, 
and  Tolland ;  thefe  are  divided  into  about  one  hundred  townfhipst 
Each  townfliip  is  a  corporation,  invefted  with  power  to  hold  lands, 
choofe  their  own  town  officers,  to  make  prudential  laws,  the  penalty 
of  tranfgrelfion  not  to  exceed  twenty  fhillings,  and  to  choofe  their 
own  reprefentatives  to  the  General  AfTembly.  The  townfliips 
are  generally  divided  into  two  or  more  pariihes,  in  each  of  which 
is  one  or  more  places  for  public  worlhip,  and  fchool  houfes  at  con- 
venient diftances, 

CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 
and  inland,  in  Connecticut.  It  contains  five  cities,  incorporated  with 
extenfive  jurifdiCtion  in  civil  caufes.    Two  of  thefe,  Hartford  -ind 

Liz  New^ 
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NcYrHaven,  are  capitals  of  the  State.  The  General  Airembly  is  holden 
^t^^^mmkkMWf  a^J^.^tejla^ffjfinJpi^Mber,  annually. 

HARTFORD, 

Hartford  city  is  fituated  at  the  heacj  of  the  navigation  on  the  weft, 
fide  of  Connecticut  river,  about  fifty,  miles  from  its  entrance  into, the 
found.  Its  buildings  are  a  ilate  l^oufe^  two  churches  for  Congrega- 
tionalilb,  a  diftillery,  befides  upwards  ^  of  three  hundred  dwelling 
hoijCes,  a  number  of  which  aie  handfomely, built  with  brick. 

pTilie  town  is, divided  by  a  fmall  river,  with  high  romantic  banks. 
Over  this  river  is  ,a  bridge,  connecting  the  two  divifions  of  the  town.  , 
Ilariford  is  advantageoully  fituated  for  trade,  has  a  very  fine  back 
country,  enters  largely  into  the  manyfaifituring  bufii>efs,  and  is  a 
rich,,flounfliing,  commercial  town,  A  bank  has  lately  been  ellab- 
lifhed  in  this  city. 

NEW-H.AVEN;.   J     ,o     5.T 

^liis  city  lies. round  the  head  of  a  bay ^  which  makes  up  about  four 
miles  north  from  the  found.  It  covers  part  of  a  large  plain,  which 
iscircumfcribed  on  three  fides  by  high  hills  or  mountains.  Two 
fmall  rivers  bound  the  city  eaft  and  weft.  The  town  was  originally 
hid  out  in  fquares  of  fixty  rods.  Many  of  the  fquares  have  been 
divided  by  crofs  fireets.  Four  ftreets  run  north-weft  anJ  fouth-eaft, 
thefe-  ^re  crofted  by  others  at  right  angles.  Near  the  center  of  the 
city  is  the  public  fquare ;  on  and  around  v/hich  are  the  public 
l)uildings,  which  are,  a  ftate  houfe,  college,  and  chapel,  three 
churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and  one  for  Epifcopalians.  Thefe 
are  all  handfome  and  commodious  buildings.  The  college,  chapel, 
ftate  houfe,  and  one  of  the  churches,  are  of  brick.  The  public  fquare 
is  encircled  with  rows  of  tree«,  which  render  it  both  convenient  and  de- 
lightful. Its  beauty,  however,  is  greatly  diminiflied  by  the  burial 
ground,  and  feveral  of  the  public  buildings,  which  occupy  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  it. 

Many  :of  the  ftreets  are  ornamented  with  two  rows  of  trees,  one  on 
each  fide,  which  gives  the  city  a  rural  appearance.  The  profpe\5t 
from  the  fteeples  is  greatly  variegated  and  extremely  beautiful. 
There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling  houfes  in  the  city,  princi- 
pally of  wood,  and  well  built,  and  fome  of  them  elegant.  The 
fti'eets  are  fandy,  but  neat  and  cleanly.  -Within  the  limits  of  the^^ 
city-  are  four  thoufand  inhabitants.  About  one  in  feventy  die  an- 
nually ;  this  proves  the  healthfulnefs  of  its  climate.    Indeed,  as  to 

plea- 
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pbaiantnefs  of  fitiiation  and  falubrity  of  air,  New-Haven.is  not  cu- 
ceeded  by  any  city  in  America.  It  carries  on  a  conftderable  trade 
with  New -York  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  has  feveral  kinds  of 
manufaftures,  and  is  flourifliing.-^'^tjrr^' ' 

T,hi8  city  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  Thames,  near  its  en-.. 
trance  into  the  found,  in  latitude  41°  25'.  It  has  two  places  for 
public  worfliip,  one  for  Epifcopalians,  and  one  for  Congregation* 
alifts;  about  tliree  hundred  dwelling  houfes,  and  four  thoufand  fij^^ 
hundred  inhabitants.  Its  harbour  is  the  beft  in  Conne<5ticut.  It  is 
defended  by  Fort  Trumbull  and  Fort  Grifwold,  the  one  in  New- 
London,  the  other  in  Groton.  A  conliderable  part  of  thetown  was 
burnt  by  Benedid  Arnold  in  1781.  This  part  has  fince  been  re- 
built. 

NORWICH. 

Norwich  ftands  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fourteen  miles  north 
fiXDm  New-London.  It  is  a  commercial  city,,  has  a  rich  and  extenlive  . 
back  country,  and  avails  itfelf  of  its  natural  advantages  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation.  Its  fituation  upon  a  river,  which  affords  a  great 
number  of  convenient  feats  for  mills  and  water-machines  of  all  kinds, 
renders  it  very  eligible  in  a  manufaduring  view. 

The  inhabitants  are  not  negieftful  of  the  advantages  Which  nature 
has  fo  hberally  given  them.  They  manufacture  paper  of  all  kinds, 
ftockings,  clocks,  and  watches,  chaifes,  buttons,  ftone  and  earthen 
ware,  wire,  oil,  chocolate,  bells,  anchors,  and  all  kinds  of  forge 
work.  The  city  contains  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling-^' 
houfes,  a  court-houfe,  and  two  churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and 
one  for  Epifcopalians,  and  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  The 
city  is  in  three  detached,  compaft  divifions ;  viz.  Chelfea,  at  the 
landing,  the  town,  and  Bean  Hill ;  in  the  latter  divifion  is  an  aca- 
demy; and  in  the  town  is  a  fchool,  fupported  by  a  donation  from 
Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  deceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  alter- 
nately at  New-London  and  Norwich. 

,      ;..f  ,         MIDDLETON.  .;,    ,;       .,„      i    ; 

Middleton  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  weftern  bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Hartford.     It  is  the  principal 
town  in  Middlefex  county — has  about  three  hundred  houfes— «  court- 
houfe— • 
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hoftfe^*-orie  church  f6r  Congregationalifts — and    one   for  Epifco^ 
paliahs--a  naval  office— and  carries  on  a  large  and  increafi ng  trade.  ' 

Four  miles  fbuthofHartford  is  Wethersficld,  a  very  pleafant  towri," 
of  between  two  and  three  hundre'd  hoiifes,  fituated  on  a  fine  foil, 
with  an  elegant  brick  church  for  Congregationallfls.  A  fair  is  held 
here  nvice  a  year.     This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  onions. 

Wiadfor,   Farmiiigton,    Litchfield,   Milford,  Stratford,  Fairfiel^  ' 
Guilford,  Stamford,  Wyndham,  Suffield,   and  Enfield,  are  all  coh- 
dcrable  and  very  pleafant  towns. 

Two  miles  weft  of  New-Haven  is  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  refidence  of  Gene- 
rals Whaley  and  Goffe,  two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I.  who  was  be« 
headed.  They  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  1660,  and  came  to  New- 
Haven  the  following  year,  and  retired,  and  concealed  themfelves 
behind  Weft  Mountain,  three  miles  from  New-Haven.  They  foon 
after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  lived  concealed  until  October, 

1664,  when  they  returned  to  New-Haven,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Hadley,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  about  ten 
years,  in  which  time  Whaley  died,  and  GofFe  foon  after  fled.    In 

1665,  John  Dixwell,  Efq.  another  of  the  King's  judges,  vifited  them 
while  at  Hadley,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  where  he 
lived  many  years,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  John  Davis, 
Here  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying-place,  wher« 
his  grave-ftone  is  ftanding  to  this  day,  with  this  infcription  :— . 
*'  J.  D.  Efq.  deceafed,  March  i8th,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  1688." 

In  the  town  of  Pomfret  is  a  cave,  rendered  remarkable  by  the  hu- 
mourous adventure  of  General  Putnam. — This  cave  is  defcribed, 
and  the  ftory  elegantly  told  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  in  his  life  of 
that  hero.  The  ftory  and  the  defcription  I  fhall  infeit  in  his  own 
words. 

*'  Soon  after  Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Connecticut,  the  wolves,  then 
very  numerous,  broke  into  his  flieep-fold,  and  killed  feventy  fine  - 
ftieep  and  goats,  befides  wounding  many  lambs  and  kids.  This 
havoc  was  committed  by  a  llie-wolf,  which,  with  her  annual 
whelps,  had  for  feveral  years  infefted  the  vicinity.  The  young 
were  commonly  deftroyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  hunters,  but 
the  old  one  was  too  fagacious  to  come  within  reach  of  gun-fliot : 

upoQ 
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tipon   being    clofely    purfued,    fhe    would    generally   fly   to   the 
weflern   woods,    and  return  the  next  winter  with  another  litter  - 
of  whelps. 

This  wolf  at  length  became  fuch  an  intolerable  nuifance,  that  Mr. 
Putnam  entered  into  a  combination  with  five  of  his  neighbours  to  himt 
alternately  until  they  could  deftroy  her.  Two,  by  rotation,  were  to  be 
confiantly  in  purfuit.  It  was  known,  '.that,  having  loft  the  toes 
from  one  foot,  by  a  fteel  trap,  Ihe  made  one  track  Ihorter  than  the 
other.  By  this  veflige,  the  purfuers  recognized  in  a  light  fnow  the 
route  of  this  pernicious  animal.  Having  followed  her  to  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  found  file  had  turned  back  in  a  direifl  courfe  to- 
wards Pomfret,  they  immediately  returned,  and  by  ten  the  next  morn* 
ing  the  blood-hounds  had  driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  miles 
diftant  from  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Putnam :  the  people  foon  colle£ted 
with  dogs,  guns,  ftraw,  fire  and  fulphur,  to  attack  the  common 
enemy.  With  this  apparatus  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  were  made 
to  force  her  from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded, 
and  refufed  to  return.  The  fmoke  of  blazing  ftraw  had  no  efFe6i  ; 
nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt  brimftone,  with  which  the  cavern  was 
filled,  compel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.  Wearied  with  fuch  fruit- 
l^fs  attempts  (which  had  brought  the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  night) 
Mr.  Putnam  tried  once  more  to  make  his  dog  enter,  but  in  vain  ;  he 
propofed  to  his  negro  man  to  go  down  into  the  cavern  and  flioot  the 
wolf :  the  negro  declined  the  liazardous  fervice.  Then  it  was  that 
Mr.  Putnam,  angry  at  the  difappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
afhamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family,  refolved  himfelf  to  deftroy 
the  ferocious  beaft,  left  flie  fhould  efcape  through  fome  unknown  fif- 
fure  of  the  rock.  His  neighbours  ftrongly  remonftrated  againft  the 
perilous  enterprize  ;  but  he  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  intimi- 
dated by  fire,  and  having  provided  feveral  ftrips  of  birch  bark,  the 
only  combuftible  material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  would  afford 
light  in  this  deep  and  daikfome  cave,  prepared  for  his  defcent. 
Having  accordingly  divefted  himfelf  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and 
having  a  long  rope  fattened  round  his  legs,  by  which  he  might  be 
pulled  back  at  a  concerted  fignal,  he  entered  head  foremoft,  with  the 
blazing  torch  in  his  hand. 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  caft  fide  of  a  very  high  ledge 
of  rocks,  is  about  two  feet  fquare ;  from  thence  it  defcends  obliquely 
fifteen  feet,  then  running  horizontally  about  ten  more,  it  afcends 
lyaduall^jdj^tecji  feet  towards  its  termination.    The  fides  of  this  fub- 

terraneous. 
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terraneous  cavity  are  compofed  of  fmooth  and  fol id  rocks,  t\'hk;ti 
teem,  to  have  been  divided  from  eacii  other  by  fome  former  earth- 
quake. The  top  and  bottom  are  alfo  of  ftone,  and  the  entrance,  in 
winter,  being  covered'with  ice,  is  exceedingly  ilippery.  It  is  in  no 
place  high  enough  for  a  man  to  raife  himfelf  upright ;  nor  in  any  part 
more  than  three  feet  in  width. 

Having  groped  his  palTage  to  the  horizontal  part  of  the  den,  the 
molt  terrifying  darknefs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim  circle  of  light 
afforded  by  his  torch,  it  was  filent  as  the  houfe  of  death.  None 
but  monfters  of  thedefert  had  ever  before  explored  this  folitary  man- 
fion  of  horror.  He,  cautioufly  proceeding  onward,  came  to  the 
"^fcent,  which  he  flowly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees  until  he  dif- 
'covered  the  glaring  eye  balls  of  the  wolf,  who  was  fitting  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  cavern.  Startled  at  the  fight  of  fire,  fiie  gnallied  her 
teeth,  and  gave  a  fnllen  growl.  As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  necef- 
fary  difcovery,  he  kicked  the  rope  as  a  fignaJ  for  pulling  him  out. 
The  people,  at  the  mouth  of  the  den,  who  hadliftened  with  painful 
anxiety,  hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf,  and  fuppofing  their  friend 
to  be  in  the  mod  imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  fuch  cele- 
rity, that  his  fiiirt  was  ftripped  over  his  head,  and  his  llvin  feverely 
lacerated.  After  he  had  adjufted  his  clothes,  and  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck  fliot,  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  the  mulket 
in  the  other,  he  defcended  a  fecond  time.  When  he  drew  nearer 
than  before,  the  wolf,  afiiiming  a  ftill  more  fierce  and  terrible  ap- 
pearance, howling,  rolling  her  eyes,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and  drop- 
ping her  head  between  her  legs,  was  evidently  in  the  attitude,  and 
on  the  point  of  fpringing  at  him.  At  the  critical  inflant  he  levelled 
and  fired  at  her  head.  Stunned  with  the  fliock,  and  fuffocated  with 
thefmoak,  he  immediately  found  himfelf  drawn  out  of  the  chve. 
But  having  refreflied  himfelf,  and  permitted  the  fmoak  to  diflipate, 
he  went  down  the  third  time.  Once  more  he  came  within  fight  of 
the  wolf,  who  appearing  very  palfive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her 
nofe  ;  and  perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her  ears,  and  then 
kicking  the  rope  (ftill  tied  round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmail  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  together.**    '^^--'V^'^  *^* -' 

Another  bold  and  almoft  prefumptuous  deed  in  this*"  ve?eran  he^o 
has  rendered  remarkable  a  precipice  at  Horfeneck,  in  this  State. 
The  ftory  is  this  :  '*  About  the  middle  of  the  winter,  1778,  Gene- 
ral Putnam  being  on  a  vifit  to  his  out-poft  ^t  Horfeneck,  he  found 
Gpvernor  Tryon  advancing  upon  that  town  with  a  corps  of  fifteen 
4  '   hundred 
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Jwiiidred  men— to  oppofe  thefe,  General  Putnam  had  only  a  picket' of 
One  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  two  iron  field-pieces,  without  hdrfe 
or  drag-ropes;  he,  however,  planted  his  cannon  on  the  high  ground 
by  the  meeting-houfe,  and  retarded  their  approach  by  fifing  feveral 
times,  until  perceiving  the  horfe,  fupported  by  the  infantry,  about  to 
charge,  he  ordered  the  picket  to  provide  for  their  ftifety  by  retiring 
to  a  fjvamp  inacceffible  to  horfe ;  and  fecured  his  own  by  plunging 
down  the  fteep  precipice  at  the  church  upon  a  full  trot.  This  pre- 
cipice is  fo  fteep,  where  he  defcended,  as  to  have  artificial  ftairs  com- 
pofed  of  nearly  one  hundred  ftone  fteps  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  paffengers.  There  the  dragoons,  who  were  but  a  fword's  length 
from  him,  flopped  (liort,  for  the  declivity  was  fo  abrupt  that  they 
ventured  not  to  fallow ;  and  before  they  could  gain  the  valley  by 
going  round  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  the  ordinary  road,  he  was  far 
enough  beyond  their  reach." 

Tetoket  mountain  in  Branford,  latitude  41°  20',  on  the  north-weft 
part  of  it,  a  few  feet  below  the  furface  has  ice  in  large  quantities  in 
all  feafons  of  the  year. 

POPULATION. 

Conncdicut  is  the  moft  populous,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  bf 
any  of  the  United  States :  its  advances  in  this  refpecfl  have  ever  been 
rapid.  There  have  been  more  emigrations  from  it  than  from  any  of 
the  other  States,  and  yet  it  is  at  prefent  full  of  inhabitants.  This 
increafe  may  be  afcribed  to  feveral  caufes.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  induftrious,  fagacious  hufbandmen.  Their  farms  furnifli 
them  with  all  the  necelTaries,  moft  of  the  conveniencies,  and  but  few 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  of  courfe  muft  be  generally  temperate, 
and  if  they  choofe,  can  fubfift  with  as  much  independence  as  is  con- 
fiftent  with  happinefs.  The  fubfiflence  of  the  ^tmer  is  fubftantial, 
and  does  not  depend  on  incidental  circum fiances,  like  that  of  moft 
other  profeffions.  There  is  no  neceffity  of  ferving  an  apprenticefliip 
to  the  bufinefs,  nor  of  a  large  ftock  of  money  to  commence  it  to  ad- 
vantage. Farmers  who  deal  much  in  barter  have  lefs  need  of  money 
than  any  other  clafs  of  people.  The  cafe  with  which  a  comfortab'e 
fubfiftence  is  obtained,  induces  the  hufbandman  to  marry  young; 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  makes  him  ftrong  and  healthful  ^  he- toils 
cheerfully  through  the  day — eats  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour  with  a 
gladfome  heart — at  night  devoutly  thanks  his  Bounteous  God  for  his 
iiaily  bleffings— retires  to  reft,  and  his  deep  is  fweet.    3ucU  circum- 
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fiances  as  tbefe  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  amazing  increafe  of 
inhabitants  in  this  State. 

In. 1 7 56  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  fijs  hundred  and  eleven— In  17 "4  there  were  one  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-lix  ;  being  an  in- 
creafe in  eighteen  years  of  fixty-feven  thoufaad  two  hundred  and 
forty-five.  ^,  _ 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  view  of  the  population  as  it  flood 
in  1782. 
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Since  the  above  period  the  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Tolland  have 
been  conllituted,  and  a  nurnber  of  new  townfliips^  made  up  of  divi- 
iions  of  the  old  ones,  have  impoliticly  *  been  incorporated. 

In  1790  the  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  cenfus  the* 
taken,  was  as  follows : 

-  The  multiplication  of  townfhips  increafes  the  number  of  reprefentativcs,  which  rs 
already  too  great  for  the  rnoft  dcmocratlcal  government,  and  vin»eceflarily  enhauces  tha 
txpenfeof  maintaining  civil  government  in  the  State.  <•.  ,.    - 
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Suppofing  the  account  of  1782  to  have  been  taken  correcSi",  the  in- 
creafe  for  eight  years,  ending  in  1790,  will  be  twenty-eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix ;  on  the  moft  moderate  calculation  we 
may,  therefore,  rate  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  in  Connefticut 
at  two  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand,  or  about  fifty-eight  per- 
fons  to  every  fquare  mile. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 
The  religion  of  this  State  is  happily  adapted  to  a  republican  go- 
vernment ;  for  as  to  the  mode  of  exercifing  church  government  and 
difcipline,  it  might  not  improperly  be  called  a  republican  religion. 
Each  church  has  a  feparate  jurifdiftion',  and  claims  authority  to 
choofe  their  own  minifter,  to  exercife  judgment,  and  to  enjoy  gofpel 
ordinances  within  itfelf.  The  churches,  however,  though  independent 
of  each  other,  are  aflbciated  for  mutual  benefit  and  convenience.-^ 
The  aflbciations  have  power  to  licenfe  candidates  for  the  miniJdiy,  to 
confult  for  the  general  welfare,  and  to  recommend  meafures  to  be 
adopted  by  the  churches,  but  have  no  authority  to  enforce  them. 
When  difputes  arife  in  churches,  counfels  are  called  by  the  parties  to 
fettle  them  J  but  their  power  is  only  advifory.  There  are  eleven 
aflbciations  in  the  State,  and  they  meet  twice  in  a  year.  Thefe  are 
?U  combined  iq  one  general  aflbciation,  who  meet  ann-feially. 
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Ail  ih'eit  in  this  State  arc  upcJn  a  ftiotrngof  equality  with  refpeAto 
teUgtoh  ;  difqnalifications^for  offices  lu  the  State  on  account  of  reli* 
giou«'  opimons  are  unknown.  Every  fed  whofe  principles  do  not 
militate  againft  the  peace^offociety,  enjoy  here  the  full  liberty  of 
conl'cienee;  and  a  fpirit  of  liberality  and  catholicifm  is  increafing.— 
There  are,  however,  very  few  religious  fe6ts  in  this  State.  The  bulk 
of  the  people  are  Congregationalills,  the  refl  are  Epifcopalians  and 
Baptifts.  Formerly  there  was  a  fociety  of  Sandimonians  at  Ne1;P- 
Haven  ;  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmaUnumbcr. 

-The  clergy,  who  arc  numerous,  and,  as  a  body,  very  refpeAable, 
have  hitherto  preferved  a  kind  of  ariftocratical  balance  ii;  the  very 
d^ocratical  government  of  this  State,  which  has  operated  in  fome 
inftances  as  a  check  upon  the,  perhaps,  overbearing  fpirit  of  republi- 
canifm.  The  unhappy  re.igious  difputes  which  have  too  much  prc?*- 
vailed  among  fome  of  them,  and  an  inattention  to  the  qualifications 
of  thofe  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  facred  office,  have,  howevef, 
heretofore  confiderably  diminiflied  their  influence.  It  is  a  pleafing 
circumftance  that  the  rage  for  theological  difputation  is  abating,  and 
greater^ilrictnefs  is  obferved  in  the  admi|fion  of  candidates  to  thp 
niiniftry.  Tlieir  influence  is  on  the  increafe,  and  it  is,  in  part,  to 
their  exernons  that  an  evident  reformation  in  the  manners  of  the 
people  of  this  State  has  taken  place  fincethe  peace. 

At  the  anniverfary  eledion  of  the  governor  and  other  public  ofli- 
(cers,  which  is  held  yearly  at  Hartford  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  irj 
May,  a  fermon  is  preached,  which  i§  publifhed  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
Stale,*     On  thefe  occafions  a  vaft  concourfe  of  refpe£table  citizens, 

*•  It  would  anfwer  many  valuable  purpofcs,  if  the  gentlemen  who  are  annually  ap- 
pointed to  preach  thele  elcftion  fein^ons,  would  furnilh  a  iketch  of  the  hi|tory  of  the 
Siate  for  the  current  year,  to  be  publiflied  at  the  clofe  of  their  fermons.  Such  a  iketch, 
which  might  eafily  be  made,  would  render  eleftion  fermons  much  more  valuable.  They 
•would  then  be  a  v?ry  authentic  repofitory  of  faAs  for  future  hiftorians  of  the  Statc-»» 
they  woiiia  be  more  generally  an,d  more  eagerly  pur^hafed  and  read — they  wpuM  ferv«  t* 
diffeminate  the  important  knowledge  of  the  intern.il  affairs  of  the  State,  which  every 
citizen  ought  to  be  apquainted  with,  and  might,  if  judicioufly executed)  operate  as  a  chccj^' 
upon  party  fpiit,  and  upon  ambitious  and  defigning  men. 

The  Kev.  Mi.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  of  North-Haven,  has  for  fcveral  years,  with 
iudefatigable  induftry,  been  making  collections  for  a  hiftory  of  ConDC<fticut.  His  J^-^. 
lities  as  a  writer,  nnd  his  accuracy  as  an  hiftorian,  the  pqblic  already  know.  It  is  hopej 
thepujiic  wilf'fhortly  be'favoured 'with  his  hift'ofy.'" Through  his  indulgence  in  per- 
mitting fcleiflions  to  be  made  from  his  maaufcripts,  we  arc  enabled  to  publilh  many  pf 
$^fa<^s  in  the  hiftory  of  this  State. 

partly 
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.jparticOkrly  of  the  clergy,  are  coUefted  from  every  part  of  the  State  j 
'And  while  they  add  dignity  and  folemnity  to  the  important  and  joyfui 
tranfadions  of  the  day,  ierve  to  exterminate  party  fpirit,  and  to  har- 
monize the  civil  and  rehgious  intereftsof  the  State. 

The  inhabitants  are  ilmoft  entirely  of  Englifh  defcent.  There  arc 
iio.  Dutch,  French,  or  Germaus,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Iriih  in  any 
part  of  the  State.       '.^  ^  v  a    ,! 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  faid  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  people  of  Connecticut  are  remarkably  fond  of  having  all  their  dif- 
putes,  even  thofe  of  the  moft  trivial  kind,  fettled  according  to  law.— 
The  prevalence  of  this  litigious  fpirit  affords  employment  and  fup- 
port  for  a  numerous  body  of  lawyers.  The  number  of  actions  entered 
annually  upon  the  feveral  dockets  in  the  State  juftifies  the  above 
obfervations.  That  party  fpirit,  however,  which  is  the  bane  of  poli- 
tical happinels,  has  not  raged  with  fuch  violence  ia  this  State  as  in. 
Maflachu lefts  and  Rhode-Ifland.  Public  proceedings  have  been  con- 
duded  generally,  and  efpccially  aflatey  with  much  calmnefs  and  can- 
dour. The  inhabitants  are  well  informed  in  regard  to  their  rights, 
and  judicious  in  the  methods  they  adopt  to  f  cure  thcra.  The  State 
enjoys  a  great  Ihare  of  political  tranquillity  ;  the  people  live  under* 
free  government,  and  haVe  no  fear  of  a  dignified  tyrant.  There  arc 
no  overgrown  eftates  with  rich  and  ambitious  landlords,  to  have  aa 
undue  and  pernicious  influence  in  the  e)e<^ion  of  civil  officers.  Pro- 
perty is  equally  enough  divided,  and  mull  continue  to  be  fo  as  long 
as  the  eftates  defcend  ^s  they  now  do.  No'perfon  qualified  by  law  is 
prohibited  from  votings  He  who  has  the  moft  merit,  not  he  who 
has  the  moft  money,  is  generally  chofen  into  public  office.  As  in- 
ftances  of  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  Con- 
neiSiicut,  from  the  humble  walks  of  life,  have  arifen  to  the  firft  offices 
in  the  State,  and  filled  them  with  dignity  and  reputation.  That  bafe 
i)ufinefs  of  electioneering,  which  is  the  curfe  of  England,  and  direCtly 
calculated  to  introduce  the  moft  wicked  and  d^figning  men  into 
office,  is  yet  but  little  known  in  Connecticut.  A  man  who  wiflies  to 
be  chofen  into  office,  aCjts  wifely,  for  that  end,  when  he  keeps  his  do^ 
fires  to  himfelf. 

A  thirft  for  learning  prevails  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  State. 
JMore  of  the  young  men  in  Connecticut,  in  proportion  to  their  mim- 
Jjers,  receive  a  public  education,  th^  in  any  of  the  States  of  the 
ynion  befjde.  ^ 
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,  Some  have  believed,  and  perhaps  with  reaibn,  that  the  fondnefs  for 
academic  and  collegiate  education  is  too  great — that  it  induces  too 
many  to  leave  the  plough.  If  men  of  liberal  education  would  returrt 
to  the  farm,  and  ufe  their  knowledge  in  improving  agriculture  and 
encouraging  manufactures,  there  could  not  be  too  many  men  of 
-karmng  in  the  State  j  but  this  is  too  feldom  the  cafe. 

Connedicut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizeti&  who  did  not 
join  in  oppofing  the  oppreffive -meafures  of  Great-Britain,  and  was 
aftive  and  influential,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  in  bring- 
,ing  about  the  revolution.  Her  foldiers  were  applauded  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity. 

What  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  Connedicut,  though  true  when 
generally  applied,  needs  to  be  qualified  with  fome  exceptions.  Dr. 
Douglas  fpoke  the  truth  when  he  laid,  that  "  fome  of  the  meaner 
Ibrt  are  villains."  Too  many  are  idle  and  dilTipated,  and  much  time 
is  unprofitably  and  wickedly  fpent  at  taverns,  in  law  fuits  and  petty 
aibitrations.  The  public  fchools,  in  fome  parts  of  the  State,  have 
been  too  much  neglc<fted,  and  in  procuring  inflrudors,  too  little 
altention  has  been  paid  to  their  moral  and  literary  qualifications. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  trade  of  Connedicut  is  principally  with  the  Wefl-Tndia 
illands,  and  is  carried  on  in  vefTels  of  from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and 
forty  tons  burden.  The  exports  confifl  of  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  oak 
Jftaves,  hoops,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian  corn,  fifh,  beef, 
pork,  &c.  Horfes,  live  cattle  and  lumber,  are  permitted  in  the  Dutch, 
Danifli,  and  French  ports. 

Connecticut  has  a  large  number  of  coafting  vefTels  employed  in 
carrying  her  produce  to  other  States.  To  Rhode-Ifland,  MalTa- 
chufetts,  and  New-HampHiire,  they  carry  pork,  w^heat,  corii  and 
rye;  to  North  and  South  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  butter,  cheefe, 
faked  beef,  cyder,  apples,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and  receive  in  return 
rice,- indigo  and  money.  But  as  New- York  is  nearer,  and  the  flate 
of. the  markets  always  well  known,  much  of  the  produce  of  Con« 
nedicut,  efpecially  ofthe  weftern  parts,  is  carried  there,  particularly 
pot  and  pearl  afli,  flax  feed,  beef,  pork,  cheefe  and  butter,  in  large 
quantities.  Moft  of  the  produce  of  Connedicut  river,  from  thp 
ports  of  MafTachufctts,  New-Hampfliire,  ahd  Vermont,  as  well  as 
p,f  Connedicut,  which  are  adjacent,  goes  to  the  fame  market.  Con- 
*   I.-  •  fi^erablQ 
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fiderable  quantities  bf  the  produce  of  the  eaftern  parts  of^kitc  State- 
are  marketed  at  Bofton  and  Pi-ovidence.  '       ;•      ,1        e: 

The  value  of-  the  wtiole  exported  produce  and  commodrtics  frbttf 
this  State,  before  the*  year  i77'4^w^s  then  efti mated  at  about  two^ 
hundred  thotifand  pounds  lawful  money  annually'.  In  the  year  end-i" 
ing  September  30th,  1791,  the  amount  of  foreign  exports  from'thi*^ 
State  was  feven  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  tea 
d:oHars,  belides  articles  carried  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States^ 
to  a  great  amount.  This  State  at  prefent  owns  and  employs  in  the 
foreign  and  coafting  trade  more  than  thirty-five  thoufand  tons  of 
iliipping* 

The  farmers  in  CoBne^licut  and  their  families  are  moftly  clothed 
in  plain,  decent,  homefpuh  cloth.  The  linens  and  woollens  are 
manufadured  in  the  family  way,  and  although  they  are  generally 
of  a  coarfer  kind,  they  are  of  a  ftronger  texture,  and  much  more 
durable  than  thofe  imported  there  fit)m  France  and  Great-Britain. 
Many  of  their  cloths  are  fine  and  handfome. 

A  woollen  manufactory  has  been  eftabliflied  at  Hartford.  The 
tegiflature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair  to  gro\r 
into  importance. 

In  New-Haven  are  linen  and  button  manufaftories,  which  flourifli* 
In  Hartford  are  glafs  works,  a  fniiff  and  powder  mill,  iron  works, 
and  a  flitting  mill.  Iron  works  are  eftabliflied  alfo  at  Salifbury^ 
Norwich,  and  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  Stafford  is  a  furnace,  at 
^hich  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow  ware  and  other  ironmon- 
gery, fuflkient  to  fupply  the  whole  State.  Paper  is  manufactured  zf 
Norwich,  Hartford,  New-Haven,  and  in  Litchfield  county.  N^ils- 
of  every  fize  are  made  in  almoft  every  town  and  village  in  ConneCti-* 
cut,  fo  that  eonfiderable  quantities  can  be  exported  to  the  neigh-* 
bouring  States,  and  at  a  better  rate  than  they  can  be  had  from  fiu-' 
rope.  Ironmongery,  hats,  candles,  leather,  ftioes  and  boots,  are 
itianufaftured  in  this  State.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  very  ing^niousT 
conftruCtion,  have  been  ereded  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State.  A- 
duck  manufadory  has  alfo  been  efl:abliflied'at  Stratford,  and,  it  it' 
faid,  is  doing  well.  • 

,-.  :  .    LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 

In  no  part  of  the*  world  is  theeducatjonof  all  ranks  of  people 
more  attended  to  than  in  Connecticut ;  almoft  every  town  in  the 
State  is  divided  into  diitricts,  and  each  diftriCt  has  a  public  fchool 

kept 
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kept  in  it  a  greater  or  lefi  part  of  every  yeai".  Somewhat  mof« 
than  one-third  of  the  monies  arifing  from  a  tax  on  the  polls  and 
rateable  cftate  of  the  inhabitants  is  appropriated  to  the  fuppoit  of 
fchools  in  the  feverat  towns,  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth* 
The  law  direds,  that  a  granjmar-fchool  fliall  be  kept  in  every 
county  town  throughout  the  State, 

There  is  a  grammar  fchool  at  Hartford,  and  another  at  New- 
Haven,  fupported  by  a  donation  of  Governor  Hopkins.  This  vene- 
rable and  benevolent  man,  in  his  laft  will,  dated  1657,  left  in  the 
hands  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  Elq.  and  three  others,  a  legacy  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  an  I  twenty-four  pounds,  "  as  an  encourage- 
ment, in  thefe  foreign  plantations,  of  breeding  up  hopeful  youths 
both  at  the  grammar-fchool  and  college."  In  1664  this  legacy  was 
equally  divided  between  New-Haven  and  Hartford,  and  grammar- 
fchools  were  erected,  which  have  been  fupported  ever  fmce. 

Academies  have  been  eftaUiilied  at  Greenfield,  Plainiield,  Nor- 
wich, Wyndham,  and  Poirifret,  fome  of  which  are  flourifliing. 

Yale  College  was  founded  in  1700,  and  remained  at  KiUingworth 
until  1707  ;  then  at  Say  brook  until  17 16,  when  it  was  removed  and 
fixed  at  New-Haven.  Among  its  principal  benefactors  was  Gover- 
nor Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in  1718,  it  was  named  Yale  Col- 
lege. Its  firfl:  building  was  ere6ted  in  1 7 1 7,  being  one  hundred  and 
leventy  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-two  in  breadth,  built  of  wood.  Thii 
was  taken  down  in  17B2.  The  prefent  college,  which  is  of  brick, 
lyas  built  in  1750,  under  the  diredion  of  the  Rev.  Prefidcnt  Clap, 
and  is  one  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  three  ftorics  high, 
and  contains  thirty  two  chambers,  and  fixty-four  ftudies,  convenient 
for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  ftudents.  The  college  chapel,  which 
is  alfo  of  brick,  was  built  in  1761,  being  fifty  feet  by  forty,  with 
a  fteeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  feet  high.  In  this  building  is 
the  public  library,  coniifting  of  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
yolumes ;  and  the  philofophical  apparatus,  whieh,  by  a  late  hand- 
some addition,  is  now  as  complete  as  mofl  others  in  the  United 
States,  and  contains  the  machines  neceflary  for  exhibiting  experi- 
ments in  the  whole  courfe  of  experimental  philofophy  and  aftro- 
aomy. 

The  college  mufeum,  to  which  additions  are  conflantly  making, 
contains  many  natural  curiofities*  .^ji;,  .j  ■  _  r  j^iiigb  o- 

This  literary  inliitution  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Aflembly 
•f  Coonediciit*.  Tko  ikk  charter  pi  incoifipration  was  granted  to 
:•   'vf        $^ ,  cieveii 
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tleven  minifters,  under  the  denomifiation  of  truftees,  liuiyor.'  The 
powers  of  the  truftees  ^eteenf^ged  by  the  additional  charter,  1^43. 
And  by  that  of  1745,  the  fruftees  were  incorporated  by  thC'ttsane 
of  »*  The  prefident  and  fdjows  of  Yale  College,  New-Haven.'^  'By 
an  a£t  of  the  General  Aflembl/  •*-*  for  enlarging  the  powers  and  in- 
crealing  the  funds  of  Yale  College,"  pafled  in  May,  1792,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  corporation,  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and 
the  fix  fenior  affiftants  in  the  council  of  the  State  for  the  time  being, 
are  ever  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  to  be  truftees  and  fel- 
'lows  of  the  college,  in  addition  to  the  former  corporation.  The 
corporation  are  empowered  to  hold  eftates,  continue  their  fucceffion, 
make  academic  laws,  eleft  and  conftitute  all  officers  of  inftrudion 
and  government  ufual  in  univerfities,  and  confer  all  learned  degrees. 
The  immediate  executive  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  prefident 
and  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  and  inftruftors  of  the  college  arc, 
a  prefident,  who  is  alfo  profeffor  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftoi-y,  a  profef- 
for  of  divinity,  and  three  tutors.  The  number  of  ftudentSj  on  an 
average,  is  about  130,  divided  into  four  clalfes.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  as  many  as  five-fixths  of  thofe  who  have  received  their 
education  at  this  univerfity  were  natives  of  Connedicut.  ^'"i^ 

The  funds  of  this  college  received  a  very  liberal  addition  t>y  a 
grant  of  the  General  Aflembly,  in  the  aft  of  1792  before  mentioned  ; 
which  will  enable  the  corporation  to  ereft  a  new  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  to  fupport  feveral  new  profeflbrfliips, 
and  to  make  a  handfome  addition  to  the  library. 
'  The  courfe  of  education  in  this  univerfity  comprehends  the  whole 
drcle  of  literature.  The  three  learned  languages  are  taught, -to- 
gether with  fo  much  of  the  fciences  as  can  be  communicated  in  four 
yearsi 

In  May  and  September,  annually,  the  feveral  clafles  are  critically 
examined  in  ail  their  claffical  ftudies.  As  incentives  to  improvement 
in  compofition  and  oratory,  quarterly  exercifes  are  appointed  by'the 
prefident  and  tutors,  to  be  exhibited  by  the  refpeftive  clafles  inTO- 
tation*  •  A -public  commencement  is  held  annually  on  the  fe<x>nd 
Wcdnefday  in  September,  which  calls  together  a~  more  numerous 
and  brilliant  aflembly  than  are  convened  by  any  other  anniverfary 
in  the  State. 

About  two  thoufand  two  hundred  have  received  the  honour-s  of 
this-  univerfity,  of  whom  nearly  feven  hundred  and  fixty  have  been 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  goipel  mimftry.  ■         /  -*  -   *^.    *♦ 

VoL.lL  Na  IN- 
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INVENTIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Early  in  th£  war  Mr.  David  Buflanel,  of  Saybrook,  invented  a 
machine  iQX fubmarine  navigation,  altogether  different  from  any  thing 
hitherto  devifed  by  the  art  of  man  ;  this  machine  was  fo  conflruded 
as  that  it  could  be  rowed  horizontally,  at  any  given  depth,  under  wa- 
ter, and  could  be  raifed  or  deprefled  at  pleafure.  To  this  machine, 
called  the  American  turtle^  was  attached  a  magazine  of  powder, 
which  was  intended  to  be  faftened  under  the  bottom  of  a  fliip,  with 
a  driving  fcrew,  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  the  fame  llroke  which  difen- 
gaged  it  from  the  machine  fliould  put  the  internal  clock-work  in 
motion  ;  this  being  done,  the  ordinary  operation  of  a  gun  lock,  at 
the  diflance  of  half  an  hour,  or  any  determinate  time,  would  caufe- 
the  powder  to  explode  and  leave  the  efFc6ts  to  the  common  laws  of 
nature.  The  fimplicity,  yet  combination,  difcovered  in  the  me- 
chanifm  of  this  wonderful  machine,  have  been  acknowledged  by 
thofe  Ikilled  in  phyfics,  and  particularly  hydraulics,  to  be  not  lefs 
ingenious  than  novel.  Mr.  Bufhnel  invented  feveral  other  curious 
machines  for  the  annoyance  of  the  Britifli  fhipping,  but  from,  acci- 
dents, not  militating  againft  the  philofophical  principles,  on  which 
their  fucccfs  depended,  they  but  partially  fucceeded.  He  deftroyed 
a  veflel  in  the  charge  of  Commodore  Symmonds.  One  of  his  kegs 
alfo  demoliflied  a  veflel  near  the  Long-Ifland  fhore.  About  Chrilt- 
Tnas,  1777,  he  committed  to  the  Delaware  river  a  number  of  kegs, 
deftined  to  fall  among  the  Britifli  fleet  at  Philadelphia ;  but  this  fqua- 
dron  of  kegs,  having  been  feparated  and  retarded  by  the  ice,  de- 
moliflied but  a  Angle  boat.  This  cataftrophe,  however,  produced 
an  alarm,  unprecedented  in  its  nature  and  degree,  which  has  been 
fo  happily  defcribed  by  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinfnn,  in  a  fong 
ftiled  "  The  Battle  of  the  Kegs,***  that  the  event  it  celebrates  will 
not  be  forgotten,  fo  long  as  mankind  fliall  continue  to  be  delighted 
with  works  of  humour  and  tafl:e. 

Mr.  Hanks,  of  Litchfield,  has  invented  a  method  of  winding  up 
clocks  by  means  of  air  or  wind  only,  which  is  ingenious,  and  prac- 
tifed  in  New-York  and  other  places. 

Mr.  Culver,  of  Norwich^' fias  conflruiSted  a  dock  drudge,  which 
is  a  boat  for  clearing  docks  and  removing  bars  in  rivers — a  very  in- 
genious and  ufeful  machine  \  its  good  effedts  have  already  been  ex- 

••'-•'       *  See  Hopkinfon's  WorkS;  lately  publilhed  in  Philadelphia. 
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perienced  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  the  channel  of 
which  has  been  confiderably  deepened ;  this  machine  will,  no  doubt, 
be  productive  of  very  great  advantages  to  navigation  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  Rev.  Jofeph  Badger,  while  a  member  of  Yale  College,  in 
1785,  conllru<Sted  an  ingenious  f>lanetanuM,  (vvithout  ever  having 
feen  one  of  the  kind)  which  is  depofited  in  the  library  of  that  uni- 
verfity. 

Mr.  Chittendon,  of  New-Haven,  has  invented  a  ufeful  machine 
for  bending  and  cutting  card  teeth  j  this  machine  is  put  in  motion 
by  a  mandril  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  one  inch  in  diameter ; 
connedled  with  the  mandril  are  fix  parts  of  the  machine,  indepen- 
dent of  each  other  ;  the  firft  introduces  a  certain  length  of  wire  into 
the  chops  of  the  corone  ;  the  lecond  fliuts  the  chops,  and  holds  faft 
the  wire  in  the  middle  until  it  is  finiflied ;  the  third  cuts  off  the 
wire  ;  the  fourth  doubles  the  tooth  in  proper  form  ;  the  fifth  makes 
the  lafl:  bend  ;  and  the  fixth  delivers  the  finiflied  tooth  from  the  ma- 
chine. The  mandril  is  moved  by  a  band  wheel  five  feet  in  dia- 
meter, turned  by  a  trunk.  One  revolution  of  the  mandril  makes 
one  tooth  ;  ten  are  made  in  a  fecond ;  thirty-fix  thoufand  in  an  hour. 
With  one  machine  like  this,  teeth  enough  might  be  made  to  fill 
cards  fuflicient  for  all  the  manufacturers  in  New-England. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 

The  revolution,  which  fo  eflTentially  afFeCted  the  governments  of 
moft  of  the  colonies,  produced  no  very  perceptible  alteration  in  the 
government  of  Connecticut.  While  under  the  jurifdiCtion  of  Great- 
Britain  they  elected  their  own  governors,  and  all  fubordinate  civil 
officers,  and  made  their  own  laws,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  as  little 
controul,  as  they  now  do.  Connecticut  has  ever  been  a  republic, 
and  perhaps  as  perfeCt  and  as,  happy  a  republic  as  has  ever  exifted  ; 
while  other  States,  more  monarchical  in  their  government  and  man- 
ners, have  been  under  a  neceffity  of  undertaking  the  difficult  tafk  of 
altering  their  old,  or  forming  new  conflitutions,  and  of  changing 
their  monarchical  for  republican  manners,  Connecticut  has  uninter- 
ruptedly proceeded  in  her  old  track,  both  as  to  government  and 
manners ;  and,  by  thefe  means,  has  avoided  thofe  convulfions  whicU 
have  rent  other  States  into  violent  parties. 

The  conftitution  of  Connecticut  is  founded  on  the  charter  which 
was  granted  by  Charles  II.  in   1662,  and  on.  a  law  of  the  State, 

N  n  »  Agree- 


276  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

Agreeably  to  this  charter,  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  the 
State  is  veiled  in  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  twelve  affiftants 
or  counfellors,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  ftiled  the  Gene- 
ral AfTembly.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  afliftants,  are 
annually  chofen  by  the  freemen  in  the  month  of  May.  The  repre« 
fentatives  (their  number  not  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are 
chofen  by  the  freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annual  fef- 
lions,  on  the  fecond  Thurfdays  in  May  and  O^lober.  This  Affembly 
has  power  to  ere£t  judicatories  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  civil  and  cri- 
minal, and  to  ordain  and  ellablilli  laws  for  fettling  the  forms  and  ce- 
remonies of  government.  By  thefe  laws  the  General  AfTembly  is  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfes.  The 
Upper  Houfe  is  compofed  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and 
affiftants.  The  Lower  Houfe  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
No  law  can  pafs  without  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes.  The 
judges  of  the  fuperior  court  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleafure  of 
the  General  AfTembly.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  juf- 
tices,  are  annually  appointed.  Sheriffs  are  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor  and  council,  without  limitation  of  time.  The  governor  is  cap- 
tain-general of  the  militia,  the  lieutenant-governor  lieutenant-gene- 
ral. AH  other  military  officers  are  appointed  by  the  AfTembly,  and 
commiflioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  eleding  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  afTiflants, 
treafurer  and  fecretary,  is  as  follows :  the  freemen  in  the  feveral  towns 
meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  firfl  Tuefday  in  April  annually, 
and  give  in  their  votes  for  the  perfons  they  chufe  for  the  faid  offices 
refpe6lively,  with  their  names  written  on  a  piece  of  paper,  which 
are  received  and  fealed  up  by  a  conflable  in  open  meeting,  the  votes 
for  each  office  by  themfelves,  with  the  name  of  the  town  and  office 
written  on  the  outfide.  Thefe  votes,  thus  fealed,  are  fent  to  the 
General  AfTembly  in  May,  and  there  counted  by  a  committee  from 
both  Houfes.  All  freemen  are  eligible  to  any  office  in  government. 
In  chufing  affiflants,  twenty  perfons  are  nominated,  by  the  vote  of 
each  freeman,  at  the  freeman's  meeting  for  chufing  reprefentatives 
in  Septeinber  annually.  Thefe  votes  are  fealed  up,  and  fent  to  the 
General  AfTembly  in  06lober,  and  are  there  counted  by  a  committee 
of  both  Houfes,  and  the  twenty  perfons  v/ho  have  the  mofl  votes 
{land  in  nomination  ;  out  of  *whfch  ttUmber  the  twelve  who  have  the 
grcatefl  number  of  votes,  given  by  the  freemen  at  their  meeting  in 
April,  are  in  May  declared  affiftSrlts  in  tbe'maoncr  above  mentioned. 
'■■"''  The 
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The  qualifications  of  freemen  are,  quiet  and  peaceable  behaviour, 
a  civil  converfation,  and  freehold  eftate  to  the  value  of  forty  fliiU 
lings  per  annum,  or  forty  pounds  perfonal  eftate  in  the  lift,  certified 
by  the  fele£l  men-of  the  town ;  it  is  neceflary,  alfo,  that  they  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State.  Their  names  are  inrolled  in  the 
town-clerk's  office,  and  they  continue  freemen  for  life,  unlefs  dis- 
franchifed  by  fentence  of  the  fuperior  court,  on  conviction  of  mif* 
demeanor. 

The  courts  are  as  follow: — The  juftices  of  the  peace,  of  whom 
a  number  are  annually  appointed  in  each  town  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  have  authority  to  hear  and  determine  civil  actions,  where  the 
demand  does  not  exceed  four  pounds.  If  the  demand  exceeds  forty 
fhillings  an  appeal  to  the  county  is  allowed.  They  have  cognifance 
of  fmall  offences,  and  may  punifli  by  fine,  not  exceeding  forty  fliil- 
lings,  or  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  flripes,  or  fitting  in  the  Hocks- 
There  are  eight  county  courts  in  the  State,  held  in  the  feveral  coun- 
ties by  one  judge,  and  four  juftices  of  the  quorum,  who  have  jurif- 
di6tion  of  all  criminal  cafes  arifing  within  their  refpedtive  counties, 
where  the  punifhment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or  banifhment- 
They  have  original  jurifdidion  of  all  civil  a6tions  which  exceed  the 
jurifdi£tion  of  a  juftice.  Either  party  may  appeal  to  the  fuperior 
court,  if  the  demand  exceeds  20I.  except  on  bonds  or  notes  vouched 
by  two  witnefles. 

There  are  feveral  courts  of  probate  in  each  county,  confifling  of 
one  judge.  The  peculiar  province  of  this  court  is,  the  probate  of 
wills,  granting  adminiflration  on  inteftate  eftates,  ordering  dif- 
tribution  of  them,  and  appointing  guardians  for  minors,  &c.  An 
appeal  lies  from  any  decree  of  this  court  to  the  fuperior  court. 

The  fuperior  court  confifts  of  five  judges.  It  has  authority  in 
all  criminal  cafes  extending  to  life,  limb,  or  banifliment,  and  other 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeaners ;  to  grant  divorces ;  and  to  hear  and 
determine  all  civil  a6tions  brought  by  appeal  from  the  county  courts^ 
or  the  court  of  probate,  and  to  corredt  the  errors  of  ail  inferior 
courts.  This  is  a  circuit  court,  atid.has  two  ftated  feflions  in  each 
county  annually.  The  fuperior  and  county  courts  try  matters  of 
fa(5t  by  jury,  or  without,  if  the  parties  will  agree. 

There  is  a  fupreme  court  of  errors,  confifting  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  the  twelve  affiflants  ;  their  fole  bufincfs  is  to  determine 
writs  of  error  brought  on  judgments  of  the  fuperior  court,  where 
Ih^  e^Tor  coa^lained  of  appears  oa  th^  re^r^*  They  have  two 
-i  ilatcd 
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ilated  fefiions  annually,  viz.  on  the  Tuefdays  of  the  weeks  pre- 
ceding the  ftated  feflions  of  the  General  Affenibly. 

The  county  court  is  a  court  of  chancery,  empowered  to  hear  and 
determine  cafes  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  demand  does  not 
exceed  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fuperior  court  has  cognifance  of 
all  cafes  where  the  demand  exceeds  that  fum.  Error  may  be  brought 
from  the  county  to  the  fuperior  court,  and  from  the  fuperior  court 
to  the  fupreme  court  of  errors,  on  judgment  in  cafes  of  equity  as 
well  as  of  law. 

The  General  AfTembly  only  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and  re- 
prieves— to  grant  commiffions  of  bankruptcy — or  protect  the  perfons 
^nd  cftates  of  unfortunate  debtors. 

The  "common  law  of  England,  fo  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  this 
country,  is  confidered  as  the  common  law  of  this  State.  The  re- 
port of  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  king's  bench^  common  pleas, 
and  chancery,  are  read  in  the  courts  of  this  State  as  authorities ; 
yet  the  judges  do  not  confider  them  as  conclufively  binding,  unlefs 
it)unded  on  folid  reafons  which  will  apply  in  this  State,  or  fandioned 
by  concurrent  adjudications  of  their  own  courts. 

The  feudal  fyflem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  State.  All 
the  real  eftate  of  inteflates  is  divided  equally  among  the  children, 
males  and  females,  except  that  the  eldefl  fon  has  a  double  portion. 

And  all  eflates  given  in  tail  muft  be  given  to  fome  perfon  then  in 
being,  or  to  their  immediate  iflue,  and  iliall  become  fee  limple  eflates 
to  the  iflue  of  the  firfl  donee  in  tail.  The  widow  of  an  inteftate  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  perfonal  eftate  for  ever,  and  to  her 
dower,  or  third  part  of  the  lioufes  and  lands  belonging  to  the  intef- 
tate  at  the  time  of  his  death.,  during  her  life. 

PRACTICE    OF    LAW. 

The  pra6tice  of  law  in  this  State  has  more  fimplicity,  but  lefs  pre- 
clfion,  than  in  England.  Afliftants  and  judges  are  empowered  to 
ifliie  writs  through  the  State,  and  jullices  through  their  refpeftive 
counties.  In  thefe  writs  the  fubflance  of  the  complaints,  or  the  de- 
clarations muft  be  contained,  and  if  neither  of  the  parties  Ihew 
good  reafon  for  delay,  the  caufes  are  heard  and  determined  the  fame 
term  to  which  the  writs  are  returnable.  Few  of  the  fi^lions  of  law, 
fo  common  in  the  Englifli  pra6lice,  are  known  in  this  State.  The 
plaintiff  always  has  his  election  to  attach  or  Himmon  the  defendant. 
Attomieg  are  admiucd  .and^qualified  by  the  spiuity,  courts.    Previous 

to 
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to  their  admiffion  to  the  bar,  they  miift  ftudy  two  years  with  a  prac- 
tifing  attorney  in  the  State,  if  they  have  had  a  college  education^  and 
three  years  if  they  have  not ;  their  morak  muft  be  good,  and  their 
characters  unblemiflied,  and  they  muft  fuftain  an  examination  by  the  > 
attornies  of  the  court  of  the  county  where  they  are  admitted,  and  be 
by  them  recommended  to  the  court.  When  admitted  to  the  county 
court,  they  can  pra6life,  without  other  qualifications,  in  any  court  in 
the  State.  There  are,  upon  an  average,  about  fifteen  attornies  to 
each  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  State ;  a  very  great  pro- 
portion for  the  real  exigencies  of  the  people.  Yet  from  the  htigiouB 
fpirit  of  the  citizens,  the  moft  of  them  find  employment  and  fupport. 
There  is  no  attorney-general,  but  there  is  one  attorney  to  the  State  ia 
each  county. 

MODE  OF  LEVYING  TAXES. 

All  freeholders  in  this  State  are  required  by  law  to  give  in  lifts  of 
their  rateable  eftate,  fuch  as  horfes,  horned  eattle,  cultivated  and 
uncultivated  land,  houfes,  ihipping,  all  forts  of  riding-carriages, 
clocks  and  watches,  filvcr  plate,  money  at  interell,  &c.  and  of  their 
polls,  including  all  males  between  fixteen  and  feventy  years  of  age, 
unlefs  exempted  by  law,  to  perfons  appointed  in  the  refpedive  towns 
to  receive  them,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  Auguft  annually.  Thele 
are  valued  according  to  law,  arranged  in  proper  order,  and  fent  ta 
the  General  AfTembly  annually  in  May. 

The  fum  total  of  the  lift  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Connecticut,  as  brought  in  to  the  General  AlTembly  in  May 
1787,  was  as  follows : 

£.  s.    J, 

Sum  total  of  the  fingle  lift         ,'         «         1,484,901     6    4I 
Afteirments        ♦         .         •         ♦  ,  47?  790    *    9 

One  quarter  of  the  four-folds  ,  .  1,176    9     4 


Total    £.  1,533.867  18     si 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  New-England  States,  wc 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  prefent  appearances  warrant  us  in  con- 
cluding that  induftry  and  happinefs  are  in  a  very  great  degree  blended 
in  them,  that  they  offer  every  encouragement  for  the  former,  and 
furnifti  every  thing  neceflary  to  promote  the  latter  in  a  virtuous 
jnind.  In  thefe  States,  the  principles  of  liberty  are  univerfally  underr 
ftood,  felt,*  and  afted  upon,  as  much  by  the  fimple  as  the  wife,  the 
4  weak 
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weak  as  the  ftrong.  Their  deep-rooted  and  inveterate  habit  of  think* 
ing  is,  that  all  men  are  equal  in  their  rightSy  that  //  is  impojihle  to  make 
them  otherwife ;  and  this  being  their  iindifturbed  behef,  they  have  no 
conception  how  any  man  in  his  fenfes  can  entertain  any  other.  This 
point  once  fettled,  every  thing  is  fettled.  Many  operations  which  in 
Europe  have  been  confidered  as  incredible  tales  or  dangerous  experi- 
ments, are  but  the  infalhble  confequences  of  this  principle.  The 
firft  of  thefe  operations  is  the  hufinefs  of  ele^ion^  which,  with  the 
people  of  New-England,  is  carried  on  with  as  much  gravity  as  their 
ilaily  labour.  There  is  no  jealoufy  on  the  occafion,  nothing  lucra- 
tive in  office  ;  any  man  in  fociety  may  attain  to  any  place  in  the  go- 
ternment,  and  may  exercife  its  fundtions.  They  believe  that  there  is 
nothing  more  difficult  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation, 
than  the  affairs  of  a  family  ;  that  it  only  requires  more  hands.  They 
believe  that  it  is  the  juggle  of  keeping  up  impofitions  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  vulgar,  that  conllitutes  the  intricacy  of  ftate.  Banilh  the 
Diyfticifm  of  inequality,  and  you  baniih  almoft  all  the  evils  attendant 
on  human  nature. 

The  people  being  habituated  to  the  eIe«5lion  of  all  kinds  of  officers, 
the  magnitude  of  the  office  makes  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe.  Every 
officer  is  chofen  with  as  little  commotion  as  a  churchwarden.  There 
is  a  public  fervice  to  be  performed,  and  the  people  fay  who  Ihall  do 
it.  The  fervaut  feels  honoured  with  the  confidence  repofed  in 
him,  and  generally  exprelTes  his  gratitude  by  a  faithful  per- 
formance. 

Another  of  thefe  operations  is  making  every  citizen  a  foldier,  and 
every  foldier  a  citizen  ;  not  only  permitting  every  man  to  arm,  but 
ohliging  him  to  arm^  This  fa6^,  told  in  Europe  previous  to  the  revo- 
lution, would  have  gained  little  credit  j  or  at  Icaft  it  would  have  been 
regarded  as  a  mark  of  an  uncivilized  people,  extremely  dangerous  to 
a  well-ordered  fociety.  Men  who  build  fyftems  on  an  inverfion  of 
nature,  are  obliged  to  invert  every  thing  that  is  to  make  part  of  that 
lyftem.  It  is  becaufe  the  people  are  civilized,  that  they  are  with 
fafety  armed.  It  is  an  cffeft  of  their  confcious  dignit}*,  as  citizens 
enjoying  equal  rights,  that  they  wifh  not  to  invade  the  rights  of 
others.  The  danger,  where  there  is  any,  from  armed  citizens,  is  only 
to  the  government,  not  to  the  fociety  ;  and  as  long  as  they  have  no- 
thing to  revenge  in  the  government  (which  they  cannot  have  while 
it  is  in  their  own  hands)  there  are  many  advantages  in  their  being 
aiccuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  no  poffible  difad vantage, 

Povicr^ 
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Ponjuer,  habitually  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  community,  lofes  all 
the  ordinary  aflbciated  ideas  of  power.  The  exercife  of  power  is  a 
relative  term  ;  it  fuppofes  an  oppofition,  fomething  to  operate  upon. 
We  perceive  no  exertion  of  power  in  the  motion  of  the  planetary 
fyftem,  but  a  very  flrong  one  in  the  movement  of  a  whirlwind  ;  it  is 
bccaufe  w^e  fee  obftru^lidns  to  the  latter,  but  none  to  the  former. 
Where  the  government  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  there  you 
find  oppofition,  you  perceive  two  contending  interefts,  and  get  an 
idea  of  the  exercife  of  power ;  and  whether  this  power  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  or  of  the  people,  or  whether  it  change  from 
fide  to  fide,  it  is  always  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  word  people  in 
America  has  a  different  meaning  from  what  it  has  in  Europe.  It 
there  means  the  whole  community,  and  comprehends  every  human 
creature ;  hence  it  is  impofTible  but  the  government  mufl  proted  the 
people,  and  the  people,  as  a  natural  confequence,  fupport  thegovem* 
ment  as  their  own  legitimate  offspring. 
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Middle  states. 


tEW-YORk,  DELAWARE, 

NEW-JERSEY,  TERRITORY  N.  W.  of  OHIO; 

PENNSYLVANIA^ 


B 


'OUNDED  north,  by  Upper  Cahada,  from  which  they  are  fepa- 
rated  by  the  lakes  ;  eaft,  by  the  New-England  States ;  foiith,  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Ohio  river,  which  fc- 
parate  them  from  Kentucky  ;  weft,  by  the  Miffiffippi  river, 

RIVERS  AND  BAYS. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  diftri6i:  are,  the  Hiidfon,  the  Dela- 
ware, the  Sufquehannah,  the  Ohio,  the  Miffiffippi,  and  their 
branches.  Yorkj  Delaware,  and  part  of  Chefapeak  bays  are  in  this 
diftria. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  grand  divilionj  lying  aimoft  in  the  fame  la- 
titudes, varies  but  little  from  that  of  New-England  :  there  are  no 
two  fucceffive  years  alike  j  even  the  fame  fucceffive  feafons  and 
months  differ  from  each  other  every  year :  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
but  one  fteady  trait  in  the  character  of  this  climate,  and  that  is,  it 
is  uniformly  variable :  the  changes  of  weather  are  great,  and 
frequently  fudden.  The  range  of  the  quickfilver  in  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  between  the  24th  degree 
below,  and  the  105th  degree  above  cypher;  snd  it  has  been  known 
to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-fix  hours.  Such  altera- 
tionfe  are  much  more  confiderable  along  the  coaft  than  in  the  interior 
and  midland  parts  of  the  country  ;  arid,  wherever  they  prevail,  are 
accompanied  with  proportionate"  changes  in  the  air,  from  calms  to 
winds,  and  from  moifiure  to  drynefs.  Storms  and  hurricanes  fome- 
times  happen,  which  are  fo  violent  as  to  overfet  vefl^els^  demolifii 
fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.  Droughts,  of  fix  weeks 
or  two  months  continuance,    occur  now  and  then.    Rain  has  been 

known 
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Icnown  to  fall  in  fuch  abundance  that  the  earth,  by  meafurement^ 
has  received  fix,  five  inches  on  a  level,  in  the  fhort  fpaceoffour 
hours.*  The  quantity  of  water  which  falls  in  rain  and  fnow,  one 
year  with  another,  amounts  to  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-fix  inches. •[• 
In  the  northern  parts  of  this  difi:ri6l  the  fnow  falls  in  larger  quanti-' 
ties,  lies  longer,  and  the  cold  is  more  fieady  and  intenfe,  by  many 
degrees,  than  in  the  fouthcrn  ;  hence  the  climate  of  the  former  is 
more  agreeable  in  winter,  and  that  of  the  latter  in  fummer.  The 
inore  weather  19  generally  in  the  month  of  July  ;  but  intenfely 
warm  days  are  often  felt  in  May,  June,  Auguft,  and  September.— 
Dr.  Rittenhoufe  fays,  that  during  his  refidence  in  the  country,  in 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  he  never  had  palfed  a  fummer  without 
difcovering  froft  in  every  month  in  the  year,  except  July.  The 
greateft  degree  of  heat  upon  record  in  Philadelphia,  in  1789,  was 
90°.  The  fiandard  temperature  of  air  in  Philadelphia  is  52!  degrees, 
which  is  the  temperature "  of  their  deepeft  wells,  and  the  mean  heatj 
of  their  common  fpring  water.  There  are  feldom  jnore  than  four 
months  in  the  year  in  which  the  weather  is  agreeable  without  a  fire  ? 
in  winter,  the  winds  generally  come  from  the  north-weft  in  fair,  and 
from  the  north-eaft  in  wet  weather.  The  north-wefl:  winds  are  un- 
commonly dry  as  >vell  as  cold. 

The  climate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  differs 
materially  from  that  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  the  effects  of  the  wind  upon  the  weather,  and  in  the  quantity  of 
rain  and  fnow  which  fall  every  year.  The  fouth-weft  winds  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  mountain  are  accompanied  by  cold  and  rain.  The 
temperature  of  the  air  is  feldom  fo  cold  or  fo  hot,  by  feveral  de^ 
grees,  as  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  climate  of  this  divifion  of  the 
United  States  is  a  compound  of  moft  of  the  cHmates  in  the  world — it 
has  the  moifture  of  Ireland  in  the  fpring — the  heat  of  Africa  in  fum- 
mer— the  temperature  of  Italy  in  June — the  Iky  of  Egypt  in  au- 
tumn— the  fnow  and  cold  of  Norway,  and  the  ice  of  Holland  in 
winter — the  tempefts,  in  a  certain  degree,  of  the  Weft-Indies  in 
every  feafon — and  the  variable  winds  and  weather  of  Great-Britain  ir^ 
every  month  of  the  year. 

From  this  account  of  the  climate  of  this  diftrifV,  it  is  eafy  to  afcer- 
tain  what  degrees  of  health,  and  what  difeafes  prevail.    As  the  inha-;.  ' 

*  Dr.  Mkchill.  f  Dr.  Rulh. 
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bitants  have  the  climates,  ^o  they  have  the  acute  difeafes  of  all  the 
countries  that  have  been  mentioned.  Although  it  might  be  fupr 
pofed,  that  with  fuch  changes  and  varieties  in  the  weather,  there 
would  be  conne61:ed  epidemical  difeafes  and  an  unwholfome  cli- 
mate, yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  found  in  this  diilri£t  to  be  as  healthy 
as  any  part  of  the  United  States.* 

HISTORT  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT^  l^c. 

N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 

The  colony  of  New-York  was  fettled  by  the  Dutch,  who  named  it 
the  New-Netherlands.  Charles  11.  refolved  upon  its  conqueft  in  1664, 
and  in  March  granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  the  region 
extending  from  the  weftern  banks  of  Connefticut  to  the  eallern  fliore 
of  the  Delaware,  together  with  Long-Ifland,  conferring  on  him  the 
civil  and  military  powers  of  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  fent 
with  four  frigates  and  three  hundred  foldiers  to  effect  the  bufinefs. 
The  Dutch  governor  being  unable  to  make  refinance,  the  New-Ne- 
therlands fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  crown  in  September,  wjthout  any 
other  change  than  of  rulers.  Few  of  the  Dutch  removed  :  and  NichoU 
inftantly  entered  upon  the  exercife  of  his  power,  as  deputy-governor 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  proprietary. 

In  July  1673,  the  Dutch  re -poffefTed  themfelves  of  the  province, 
by  attacking  it  fuddenly  when  in  a  defencelefs  flate.  By  the  peace  in 
February  following  it  was  reftored.  The  validity  of  the  grant, 
while  the  Dutch  were  in  quiet  polTeffion,  having  been  queftioned,  the 
Duke  of  York  thought  it  prudent  to  obtain  a  new  one  the  following 
June  ;  and  Edmund  Andros  having  been  appointed  governor,  th^ 
Dutch  refigned  their  autjiority  to  him  in  October.  Thus  was  New- 
York  regained  \  but  the  inhabitants  were  again  enflaved  to  the  wi|l 
of  the  conqueror  ;  for  being  admitted  to  no  ihare  in  the  legiilature, 
they  were  fubje^fl  to  Jaws  to  which  they  had  never  aflented. 

To  be  relieved  from  a  fervitude  that  had  degraded  the  colony,  and 
now  gave  diffatisfa6tion  to  every  one,  the  council,  the  court  of  afr 
fizes,  and  the  corporation  of  New-York,  concurred  in  folicitjng  the 
Duke  "  to  permit  the  people  Xa  participate  in  the  legifjative  power.'* 

*  The  foregoing  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  authorities  of  Dr.  Rufh  and  Dr» 
Mitchil,  -who  have  publifhed  the  refult  of  their  inquiries  in  Mr.  Carey's  Mufeum, 
v^s.  6th  and  7tli. 

The 
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The  Duke,^  though  flrongly  prejudiced  againfl  democratic  aflera»» 
lilies,  yet,  in  expedation  that  the  inhabitants  would  agree  to  raifc 
poney  to  difchargethe  public  debts,  and  to  fettle  fucha  fund  for  the 
future  as  might  be  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  government 
^nd  garnfon,  informed  the  heutenant-governor,  in  i68^,  that  *'  he 
intended  to  e{lat)lifli  the  fame  frame  of  government  as  the  other  plan- 
jtations  enjoyed,  particularly  in  the  chooling  of  an  afiembly.'? 

Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  inftru£ted 
to  call  an  alTenibly,  to  confiil:  oF  a  council  of  ten,  and  of  a  houfe  of 
l-eprefentatives,  chofen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the  number  of  eighteen 
members.  The  alTembly  was  empowered  to  make  laws  for  the 
people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurifprudence  of  the  ftate  of  Eng- 
land, which  fliould  be  of  no  force,  however,  without  the  ratification 
of  the  proprietary.  *'  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  after  be- 
ing ruled  almofl:  twenty  years  at  the  will  of  the  Duke's  deputies,  were 
firft  admitted  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

An  aflembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's  arrival,  which  paf- 
fed  an  aift  of  general  naturalization,  in  order  to  give  equal  privileges 
to  the  various '  kinds  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  province  ;  toge- 
ther with  an  a6t  '*  declaring  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;"  as  alfo  one 
**  for  defraying  the  requifite  charges  of  government  for  a  limited  time." 
The  legiflature  was  convened  once  more  in  Auguft  1684,  when  it 
explained  the  lafl  aft.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  alTemblies 
called  prior  to  the  revolution. 

When  the  Duke  became  King  of  England,  he  refufed  to  confirm 
that  grant  of  privileges  to  which  as  Duke  he  had  agreed.  He  eflab- 
Jifhed  a  real  tyranny,  and  reduced  New- York  once  more  to  the  de-» 
plorable  condition  of  a  conquered  province. 

NEW    JERSEY. 

X^ew-Jerfey,  which  was  alfo  taken  from  the  Dutch  (who  were  con- 
jidered  as  having  no  right  to  any  of  their  fettlements  in  thefe  parts  of 
America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
Duke  difpofed  of  it  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  in 
1664,  who  being  fole  proprietors,  for  the  better  fettlement  of  it 
agreed  upqn  certain  conflitutions  of  government,  fo  well  relifhed, 
that  the  eaflern  parts  were  foon  confiderably  peopled.  One  of  the 
ftipulations  was,  "  no  qualified  perfon,  at  any  time,  lliali  be  any 
ways  molefled,  pimiflied,  difquieted,  or  called  into  queflion,  for  any 
^ifferencs  inopiniop  or  pra6tice  in  matters  of  rehgious  concernments. 
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mho  does  not  actually  difturb  the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  all 
and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  ancj 
jroniciences,  in  matters  of  jreligion,  they  behaving  themfelves  peace- 
ably and  quietly,  and  not  ufmg  this  liberty  to  licentioufnefs,  nor  to 
the  civil  injury  or  outward  diflurbance  of  others;  ^' any  law,  fta- 
tute,  or  claufe  contained,  or  to  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftom 
of  the  realm  of  England,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notvvith- 
landing."* 

The  lords  proprietors  further  agreed,  *'  for  the  better  fecurity  of  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  province — that  they  are  not  to  impofe,  nor  suf- 
fer TO  BE  imposed,  any  tax,  cuftom,  fubfidy,  tallage,  affelfment,  or 
any  other  duty  whatfoever,  upon  any  colour  or  pretence,  upon  the  faid 
province  and  inhabitants  thereof,  other  than  what  fliall  be  impofed 
by  the  authority  andconfcnt  of  the  General  Aflembly."f  What  can 
more  ftrongly  exprefs  the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir 
George  Carteret,  as  to  the  parliament's  having  no  right  to  tax  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  polTefTed  by  them  as  lords  pro- 
prietors I 

Lord  Berkley  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to  John  Fenwick^  in 
truft  for  Edward  Byllinge  and  his  affigns  in  1674.  After  which  the 
p'oprietors,  E.  Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas 
Lucas,  and  Edmond  Warner,  of  the  Quaker  perfuafion,  agreed  with 
Sir  Geoi'ge  Carteret  upon  a  diviiion,  1676  ;  and  that  his  moiety  fliould 
be  called  New  Eaft-Jerfey,  and  their's  New  Weft-Jerfey.  The  agree- 
ment refpeding  the  not  impoiing  or  fuffering  to  be  impofed  any 
tax,  &c.  was  adopted  ;  the  other  ftipulation  is  worded  fomewhat 
differently ;  "  no  men,  nor  number  of  men  upon  earth,  hath 
power  or  authority  to  rule  over  men's  confjiences  in  religious  mat- 
ters ;  therefore  it  is  confented,  agreed  and  ordained,  that  no  perfon 
or  perfons  whatfoever  within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter,  fhall  be  any  ways,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  calleti 
in  quellion,  or  in  the  leaft  punifliedor  hurt,  either  in  perfon,  eftate, 
c-r  privilege,  for  the  fake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith,  or  wor- 
£hip  towards  God,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  that  all  and  every  fuch 
perfo.n  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  ffeely 
and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments,  and  the  exercife  of 
their  confciences,  in  matters  of  religious  worfliip,  throughout  all  the 

*  Smiilvs  Hiftoiy  of  Ncw-Jcncy,  p.  513.        ,         f  Ibid.  p.  517. 
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province."*  It  was  alfo  agreed,  "that  all  eledlions  be  not  deteiv.- 
mined  by  the  common  and  cohfufed  way  of  cries  and  voices,  but  by  ■ 
putting  balls  into  balloting  boxes,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofe^ 
for  the  prevention  of  all  partiality,  and  whereby  every  man  may  freely  i 
choofe  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  honeft  intention." -j* 

Soon  after,  many  Quakers  reforted  to  Wefl-Jerfey  from  England^-, 
and  the  country  filled  apace.  But  the  people  early  experienceik  the 
dreadful  effeds  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  Andros,  the  governor  of 
New- York,  impofed  ten  percent,  on  all  goods  imported  at  the  Hoar- 
Kill,  X  and  demanded  five  per  cent,  of  the  fettlers  at  arrival  or  after- 
ward, though  neither  Weft-Jerfey,  nor  the  Hoar-Kill,  was  le- 
gally under  his  jurifdidion.  They  complained  of  the  hardfliipf 
from  the  firft,  but  bore  it  patiently,  till  about  1680,  when  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  referred  the  matter  to  the 
council,  where  it  refted  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  re- 
ported in  their  favour,  and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  difcontinuedw 
Among  the  arguments  iifed  by  Mefirs.  William  Penn,  George  Hut- 
chinfon  and  others,  chiefly,  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the  paper  pre- 
fented  to  the  Duke's  commiffioners,  were  thefe,-  *' powers  of  govern"* 
ment  are  exprefsly  granted  in  the  conveyance  Lord  Berkley  made  uSj 
for  that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it ;  and  the  reafon  is 
plain,  becaufe  to  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any  place  is 
more  inviting  than  the  foil  j  for  what  is  good  land  without  good 
laws  ?  the  better  the  worfe.  And  if  we  could  not  affiire  people  of  an 
eafy  and  free,  and  fafe  government,  both  with  refpe6t  to  their  fpi- 
ritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is,  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  an  inviolable  poflelTion  of  their  civil  rights  and  free- 
doms, by  a  juft  and  wife  government,  a  mere  wildernefs  would  be  no 
encouragement  ;  for  it  were  a  madnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and 
improved  country,  to  plant  in  a  wildernefs,  and  there  adventure  many 
thoufands  of  pounds^to  give  an  abfolute  title  to  another  perfon  to  tax 
tis  at  will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and  human  prudence  oppofe 
fuch  do£lrine  all  the  world  over,  as  fays,  "  that  people,  free  by  law, 
and  under  their  prince  at  home,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantations 
abroad."  The  king's  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  plainly  reftric- 
tive  to  the  laws  and  government  of  England.    Now,  we  humbly  con* 

*   Smith,  p.  528,  529.  f  Ibid.  536. 

%  CoiTupted  by  time  into  VVhorc-Kill.     The  names  of  many  iivers>    in  New- 
York  government  particularly^    terminate  with  MI,    v/hich  means  both  river  and 

ilvuler, 

ceiv^ 
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fceire,  it  is  made  a  fundaniental  in  our  conflitution  and  government^ 
that  the  King  of  England  caniiot  jullly  take  his  fubje£ls  goods  with>* 
but  their  confent :  this  heeds  no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principle, 
it  is  jus  indigene^  an  home-born  right^  declared  to  be  law  by  diviers 
iftatutes ;  as  in  the  great  charter,  ch.  ^9,  and  thirty-fourth  Ed.  Ill; 
th.  2  J  ^gain  twenty-fifth  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up  the  power  of 
inakinf^  laws  is  to  change  the  government,  to  fell  or  rather  relign  our- 
felves  to  the  will  of  another,  and  that  for  nothing ;  for  we  buy  nothing 
bf  the  Duke,  if  not  the  right  of  an  undifturbed  colonizing^  with  no  di- 
kninution,  but  expe6lation  of  fome  increafe  of  thofe  freedoms  and  privi* 
leges  enjoyed  in  our  o\Vn  country.  We  humbly  fay,  that  we  have  not 
loft  any  part  of  our  liberty  by  leaving  our  country ;  but  we  tranfplant  td 
a  places  with  exprefs  lirtiitation  to  ere6t  no  polity  contrary  to  the  ef-' 
tabhflved  government  (of  England)  but  as  hear  as  may  be  to  it  j  and 
this  variation  is  allowed,  but  for  the  fake  of 'emergencies  5  and  that 
latitude  bounded  with  thefe  vVords,  fir  the  good  of  the  adventurer  and 
planter.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Duke's  conveyances,  but 
is  an  after  bufinefs.  Had  the  planters  forefeen  ir,  they  would  fooner 
have  taken  up  in  any  other  plantation  in  America  (a  plain  intim'^tioh 
that  no  fu'ch  tax  was  impofed  in  any  other  American  plantation.) 
Befide,  there  is  no  end  of  this  power  ^  for  fince  we  are  by  this  prece- 
dent aflefled  without  any  law,  and  thereby  excluded  our  Englifli  right 
of  common  affent  to  taxes ;  what  fecurity  have  we  of  any  thing  we 
poffefs  ?  We  can  call  nothing  our  own,  but  are  tenants  at  will,  not 
only  for  the  foil,  but  for  all  our  perfonal  eftates ;  we  endure  pe^ 
tiury,  and  the  fweat  of  6ur  brows,  to  improve  them  at  our  own  ha- 
zard only.  This  is  to  tranfplant  from  good  to  bad.  This  fort  of 
conduct  has  deiiroyed  government,  but  never  raiftd  one  to  any  thi^ 
greatnefs.t" 

The  paper  prefetited  to  the  Duke*s  commlfiioners  evidently 
proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  Qua»- 
kers,  that  no  tax  tTould  be  juftly  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  with- 
out their  owji  confent  firft  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  own 
General  Aflembly.  The  report  of  the  council  in  favour  of  the  ag- 
grieved, and  the  relief  that  followed,  were  virtual  concciiions  to  the 
iame  piltport.    This  will  not  be  judged  wholly  mipr^^e^^^ted  ^y 

*  The  manufcrip't  copy  contains  a  number  of  authorities  from  Erifton;  Fortefc[iic> 
the  Petition  of  Right,  &c.     See  Smith,  p.  i20|  the  Aotc. ' 
t  Smith,  p.  n7»  123.  ^^*^^    ft^u^^  ,.  -J^Hi'^ 

.-.-;,.v  ■  ■■''"■"    '^'^      ""^■^"     ■  "     '  "thofe 
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^ofe  who  are  acquainted  with  what  ha|)pened  relative  to  the  coun- 
ty-tpalatineand  city  of  Chefler,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  YIII.  The  inhabitants  complained  in  a  petition  to  the  king, 
*'  that  for  want  of  knights  and  burgelfes  in  the  court  of  parliannertt 
they  fuftained  tiianifold  damage?,  not  only  in  their  lands,  goods,  artd 
bodies,  but  in  the  civil  and  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of 
the  commonwealth  of  their  faid  county ;  and  that  while  they  had 
'been  always  bound  by  the  ad's  ^nd  ftatute«  df  thfe  faid  <:ourt  of  par- 
liament, the  fame  as  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  that  had 
sknights  and  burgefles  in  faid  court,  they  had  often  been  touched  and 
grieved  with  afts  and  ftatutes  made  within  the  faid  court,  as  well  de- 
rogatory unto  the  moil  ancient  jurifdiftions,  liberties,  and  privileges 
of  the  faid  county-palatine^  as  prejudicial  unto  the  commonwealth, 
quietnefs  and  peace  of  his  majefty's  fubje6ts,'*  They  propofed  to  the 
king^  as  a  remedy,  "that  it  would  pleafe  his  highnefs,that  it  be  enacted, 
with  the  affent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  by  the  com- 
mons in  parliament  alTembled,  that  from  the  end  of  the  feffion  the 
county-palatine  fiiall  have  two  knights  for  the  faid  county,  and  like- 
wife  tvj'o  citizens  to  be  burgefles  for  the  city  of  Chefter."  The  com- 
plaint and  remedy  were  thought  to  be  fo  juft  and  realonable>  that  the 
relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  Were  admitted  to 
•fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament. 

PENNSYLVANIA  AND  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  William  Penn,  one  of  the  joint  purchafers  of  the  weftern  part 
of  die  Jerfeys,  having  received  correal  information  of  the  country  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  df 
the  joint  purchafe,  became  delirous  of  acquiring  a  feparate  eftate. 

He  accordingly  prefented  a  petition  to  Charles  IL  in  June,  1680, 
flating  not  only  his  relationfliip  to  the  late  admiral,  but  that  he  was 
<iepriveti  of  a  debt  due  from  the  crown  when  the  exchequer  was  (hut, 
and  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Mary- 
land, and  weftward  of  the  Delaware  :  adding,  that  by  his  intereft  he 
fiiould  be  able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might  in  time  repay  his  claims. 

Having  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  he  copied  from  the  charter  of 
Maryland  the  Iketch  of  a  patent,  which  in  November  was  laid  before 
the  attorney-general  for  his  opinion.  Mr.  Penn  had  the  fame  object 
'in  view  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  guarding  againft  the  exertions  of  pre- 
rogative, vi'hich  both  had  found  to  be  very  inconvenient.  The  at- 
torney-general declared  the  ciaufe  of  exemption  from  taxation  illegal : 
and  Chief  Juftice  Norih  being  of  £he  fame  opinion,  and  obferving  ks 

Vol.  IL  P  p  tcn^ 
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tendency,  added,  •«  faving  of  the  authority'''oPthc'Engli{h  parliiT* 
ment,"  fo  that  k  was  ftipulated  by  the  king,  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc« 
celfors,  **  that  no  cuftom  or  other  contribution  fliould  be  laid  on  the 
inhabitants  or  their  eftatcs,  unlefs  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietary 
or  governor  and  aflembly,  or  by  a6t  of  parliament  in  England.**^    U 

The  next  year  the  patent  was  granted  in  confideration  of '^*lli* 
merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purpofes  of  the  fon,  in  order  to 
extend  the  Englifli  empire,  and  to  promote  iifeful  commodities/' 
It  was  provided,  that  the  fovereignty  of  the  king  fliould  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  a61s  of  parliament  concerning  trade  and  navigation, 
and  the  cuftoms  duly  obferved.  Mr.  Penn  was  empowered  to 
aflemble  the  freemen  or  their  delegates,  in  fuch  form  as  he  fliould 
think  proper,  for  raifing  money  for  the  ufes  of  the  colony,  and  for 
making  ufeful  laws,  not  contrary  to  thofe  of  England  or  the  rights  of 
the  kingdom.  Duplicates  of  the  a6ls  of  the  Aflembly  were  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  within  five  years  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  a£ts  might  be 
declared  void  within  fix  months,  if  not  approVed;"^''^'^^^t*^  t>^i»»|^i3dL> 

'The  novel  introdudion  of  the  claufe  fabjedirig'the  iiihabitiififs  of 
Pennfylvania  to  taxation  by  ad  of  parliament,  might  afford  an  argu- 
ment againfl:  being  fo  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies  whofe  charters  c6ni» 
tained  no  fuch  claufe.     Dr.  Franklin  being  afked,  when  cxamified'by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time  of  the  llamp  aft,  *'  Seeing  there 
IS  in  th'e  Pennfylvania  charter,  an  exprefs  refervatioii  of  the'right*bf 
parliament  to  lay  taxes  there,  how  could  the  Affembly  afl^ert,  that  lay- 
ing a  tax  on  them  by  the  ftamp  a6t  was  an  infringement  of  their 
rights?"  anfwered,  "They  underftand  it  thus — By  the  fanie  iihar- 
ter  and  otherwife,  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties 
of  Engliflimen.     They  find  in  the  great  charters  and  the  petition  and 
devlaiation  of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of  Englifli  fnbj efts  is, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent ;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it,  Irom  the  firft  fettlement,  that  the  pnrliahient 
never  would  or  could,  by  colour  of  that  claufe,  tax  them  till  it  had 
;j  qualified  itfelf  for  the  exercife  of  fuch  right,  by  admitting  reprefertta- 
tives  from  the  people  to  be  taxed."     Governor  Nicliolfotfslah^uape 
^waSj^tb^he  fame  purpofe;  writing  to  the  board  of  trade  in  i6g8,  he 
.  obferves,,  that  "a  great  many  people  of  all  th^  cbionie^^ft'itik,  tl^at  no 
law  of  England  ought  to  be  binding  to' th^rW  w>^ith6ilt  their  oWn 
confent ;  for  they  fay,"  they  have  no  reprefentativdk  fen t  from  them- 
ielVes  to  the  pailiament  of  Englarid.^'^!  i^^^'il^^^'^l^^'^'H^^^^  ^*^- 
'     In  May,  Mr.  Venn  detached  Mr.  MaiMiS^,4^i§klrtfrilafe^'Witfi^fatall 
«n:.;^ratioii,  in  order  to  take  polTeflion  of  the  country  and  prepare  it 
'..f  '\\      ■  ,.'•  for 
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inr  a  more  numerous  colony ;  and  Mr,  Markham  had  it  in  charge  to 
pay  an  humane  attention  tothe  rights  of  the  Indians,  .    ,  ■• 

The  frame    of  goYernment  for.  J^ennlylyama  was^  p^i^bjiflied.  m  . 
Apri!#t  i68*  ;,,a&d  ^.ft.,fuppleiperHjp  the.  fqbfequent  Ma^,  a  lx)& 
of   laws    were  agreed  upon  by  the  proprietary  and  adventurers, 
which  was  intended  as  ^  great  charter,  and  does  honour  to  theii^.wif-., 
dom  as  ftatefmcn,  their  morals  as  jiien,  and  their  fpirit.  as  ^c^lonifts. ., . 
Thefe  laws,    which  w^re  termed  probationary,  were  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  explanation   and   confirmation  .  of  t,hqfirfl  General. 
Affembly  which  fliould  be  convened  in  the  proVjiace*    This  wp  ua- 
doubtcdiy  a  prudent  meafure,  for  events  made  it  manifefl  that  a* 
better  acxjuaintance  with  the  local  circumftances  of  the  countrj',  ren- 
dered many  changes  necelTary  ;  nor  was  this  the  only  advantage,  for 
by  this  agreement  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  was  eftabliflied,  and 
rendered  neccflary  in  all  future  laws  and  regulations. 
.,  Mr.  Pean,  defirous  of  extending  his  territory  fouthward  to  the, 
Chefaj)eak,  folicited  the  Duke  of  York  for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware 
colony ;  and  accordingly  the  prince  conveyed  to  him,  in  the  napnth 
of  Auguft,  the  town  ofNewcaftle,  with  a  territory  of  twelyc  miles 
round,  asalfo  that  tra6t  of  land  extending  fouthwacd  from  it  upon 
the  Delaware  to  cape  Henlopen.  , 

JFor  aconfiderable  portion  of  this  grant  Lord  Balti^re.piit  in  a 
claim,  and  three  feveral  applications  were  made,  on  behalf  of  his 
Lordfliip,  to  the  Executive  Government  of  England ;  it  appears, 
however,  by  the  feveral  orders  of  council  made  in  confequence  of 
thefe  applicatioiis,  and  dated  1683,  1685,  and  1709,  that  they  Cori- 
fidered  his  Lordfljip*s  claim  as  unfounded,  and  of  confequepce  <Sbn- 
fijjned  the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn. 

>;  p^il?fpi^,^r!J;he  firil  titne,  Mr.  Penn  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware, Odlober  the  24th,  he  found  them  inhabited  by  three  thoufand 
perfoas^xompofed  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finlanders,  and  Engl hfii.     Not 
ronly, h«f,  ow ft  cgloniijs,  but  the  reft,  receiyed,  him  vy it^  j w  and  re- 
fpe^.    He  was  accompanied  by  about  two  thoufsnd  emigrants,  who 
.J^ii^g,  eit'h^,^;^Qu^i)re^s  or  other  diffenters,  fought  the  enjoyment  of 
3^?i^jJ5qligJQi^$/f2,nt,i^pl^tpin,a  country  that  offered  a  peaceful  afyliimtd 
.^jljhi;  |)prf^cn(;edv  ,Mr.  Penn  immediately  entered  into. a  treaty  with  the 
^j^^^di^^^^aft4,pWcl;i^f94  ft;on)  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circum- 
~rf^%^fi^\fs4(mxtiqmj^^f.  for  a  price  that  gave  them  fatisfadion  : 
he  alfo  fettled  with  them  a  very  kind  correfpondence.     In  Deceniiber 
jf^.convcned  the  fir(^  Affepi.biy  at  Chefter,  confifting  of  feventy-two 
jid^£gates  if  omj^e^^,  cp^ties,  into  which  they  had  divided  Pennfyl- 
i(^.   "  Pp  z  vaniai 
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vania^  and^hc  Delaware  cf^lony,  foon  after  denominated  thertemtorics^r: 
The  inhabitants  p^pofed  that  the  deputies  might  ferve  both  for  thel^ 
provincial  council  and  General  Affembly ;  three  out  of  everyi  county 
for  the  former,  and  nine  for  thelattea  Their  propofals  were  paffed* 
by  the  Affembly  without  hefttation  into  an  a£t  of  fcttlement.  Thcc 
perfdns  returned  were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council- and  AiTemblyi^; 
and  every  county  was  empowered  to  fend  the  fame  number  in' fotui-e^- 
which  in  the  fame  manner  Ihould  conftitute  the  legillatur© ;  and  after 
the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the  modified  frame  o£' 
jgovernment  was  folemnly  recognifed  and  accepted.  An  a£l  was  theiih 
pailed,  annexing  the  territories  to  the  prGvince,  and  communicating ^ 
to  the^  one  the  fame  privileges,  government  and  laws,  as  the  otheff\ 
already  enjoyed.  Every  foreigner  who  promifed  allegianceto  tbc;king^j 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  was  declared  to  b©  a  freeman^  and  entitledi 
to  his  rights.  By  the  legillative  regulations,  eftabliflied  asfundamea*- 
tals  by  this  Alfembly,  fa6tors  whc  wronged  their  employers  were,  to 
make  latisfa<5lion,  and  one-third '  over — not  only  the  go®dg,  but  the 
lands  of  the  debtor  were-fubjeifled  to  the  payment  of.  debts -r-eyerp 
thing  which  pxcited  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty  and  irreligipni. 
was' to  be  difcouraged  and  feverely  punilhed— no  perfon  acknow**. 
ledgjng  one  God,  and  living  peaceably  in  fociety,  was  to-be  molefled' 
for  his  opinions  orpratftice,  or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  main'? 
tain  any  miniftry  whatfoevef;  Jt  was  a  principle  of  the  great  char- 
ter, that  children  fliould  be  taught  fome  ufeful  trade^  to  the  end  that 
pone  might  be  idle,  but  that  the  poor  man  might  work  to  live,  and 
the  rich,  if  they  became  poor,  might  not  want.     r:^vo«  .»*:^<«:'$-|<|  airtj- 

Til e  ad  of  fettlement  not  giving  fatisfadion,  ji  fecond  iranwp  was"- 
prepared  by  Mr.  Penn,  agreeing  partly  with  the  firft,  and  modified 
according  to  the  a6t  of  fettlement  in  certain  particulars,  but  in  fome 
nieafure  different  from  both  :  to  this  the  affent  of  the  next  Aflembly 
was  in   1683  given  ;   but  in  time  it  fliared  the  fate  of  the  former. 

In  1684  Mr.  Penn  departed  for  England,  at  vyhich  time  it  appears 
that  the  interells  and  paflions  of  the  fettlers  had  produced  a  diverlity 
of  fentiment,  which  was  probably  increafed  after  the  departure  of 
the  proprietary  J  for  we  find  the  depu^^- governor  Blaekwelt,  who 
fnteired  on  his  government  in  1688,  bringing  this  charge  againfl 
tbciti.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  thefe  diflenfions  and  animolities 
^Bore-'OiJO  refemblaocp  to  thofe  '■^njiohnt  dijfenjiom'^  with  which  they 
have  been  charged.  Indeed,  on  as  particular  an  inveftigation  of  this 
fubje<St  as  we. have  found  it  poffibie  to  make,  it  appears  more  than 
probable,  th4|t  thjs  phargc  is  like  moft  of  thofe  brought  forward 
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by  overbearing  governors,  when  unable  to  efFe<ft  their- own  fohemes, 
Biackwell  certainly  was  oppofed  in  his  views  by  the  Pennfylvanians ; 
and'  this-  may  vei'y  eafily  account  for  the  charge  he  brought  againft 
them  J    and  this  opinion  appears  wairanted  by  the  anfwer  they 
iBad$  to  it.     They  obferve,  that  *'  As  for  tlie  charge  of  animofities. 
and  diflfenfions  amongft  us  before  thy  conaing  here,  it  is  fo  general 
that  we  can  make  no  farther  anfwer,  than  that  in  matters  of  go- 
vernment our  apprehenlions  were  otherwife,  the  end  of  good  govern- 
ment being  anfwerec),  in  that  power  was  fupported  in  reverence  with' 
the  people,  and  the  people  were  fecured  from  the  abufe  of  power.'* 
•!«lThe    government    of    Pennfylvania    was    adminiftered    in    the 
name  of  James  II.  for  fome  time  after  William  and  Ma ly  were 
fomnaliy  proclaimed  in  fome  of  the  other  colonies.     This  circum- 
ftance  was  improved  by  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Penn  to  his  difadvan- 
tage.     His  attachment  to  the  imhappy  prince  who  had  been  driven 
from  the  throne  was  held  forth  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  canfe  hira  to 
be  conlidei-ed  by  many  as  an  enemy  to  the  Proteftant  religion;  and 
he  appears  for  fome  time  to  have, been  excepted  out  of  the  a(5t  of 
grace  palTed  by  King  William  and  Queen   Mary,  who  appomted 
Cd;  Fktcher  governor  of  both  New-York  and  Pennfylvania  in  1693* 

In  the  commiffion  no  manner  of  regard  feems  to  have  been  had 
to  the  original  charter.  But  when  the  AfTembly  met,  though  fixteen 
fhort  in  number  to  what  had  been  before  ufual,  through  the  change 
made  in  the  writs,  they  paffed  a  vote  7iem,con.  **  That  the  laws  of 
this  province,  which  were  in  force  and  practice  before  the  arrival  of 
this  prefent  governor,  are  ftill  in  force :  and  that  the  AfTembly  have 
a  right  humbly  to  move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirma- 
tion of  the  fame."  That  and  fubfequent  Affemblies  fliewed  fuch  a 
fixed  determination  to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor  nor 
Jieutenant-governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to  their  wiflies. 

The  charges  brought  againft  Mr.  Penn,  of  being  the  friend  of 
popery  and  arbitrary  government,  were  certainly  unfounded.  That 
from  his  father's  ftation,  and  his  own  pubhc  fpirit,  he  obtained  free 
iacccfs  to  the  cour^  and  was  efleemed  and  favourably  received  by 
King  James,  is  certain  ;  and  that  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpoiition 
and  goodnefs  of  heart  fliould  feel  the  attachment  of  gratitude,  fs 
neither  wonderful  nor  blameworthy.  But  though  his  pcrfonal  at- 
tachment to  James  was  great,  in  no  one  inftance  does  he  appear  to 
have  adopted  his  arbitrary  fyficm- of  politics,  or  his  religious  pre- 
judices. The  adminiftration  of  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  in 
the  name  of  James,  after  the  revolution,  ought  not  tlierefore  to  be 
^d  '  attrir 
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ktfib«led*«o'.anf  farbitraryprriiciples  of  his,  and  much  lefs  ought  it 
to  be  Qttrifeufed  to  any  deferencer  th6  fettlers  felt  for  the. proprietary -s-' 
partralky  for  a  prince,  Whofe  abdicated  throne  was  filled  with  fuch 
geni?raifatisfa(5^ion.  The  more  probable  caufe  was,  the  infancy  and 
coii^t^Srat^ive  4nfighificancy  of  the  colony,  which  n:>ight  occafion' 
the  propdr  ftieafures  for  eftablifliing  the  authority  of  the  Prince  of 
Orarige  to  be  delayed.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  proper  meafure* 
ifr«re  ftakew'fbr!>  the  purpofe' they  met  with  no  oppofition,  nor  did 
any  cimumftance  occur  which  might  lead  to  a  conclufion,  that  it  wa* 
repugnant  to  the  wifties  of  either  the  proprietary  or  fetders.  r 

'5A'i*&^,/'Mr,'Penn  was  reftored  to  his  right  of  naming  a  gover- 
mty  ^s  WeH  as  all  his  other  privileges.  The  government,  by  this  a^,. 
m«ft  be  confidered  as  openly  renouncing  the  fufpicions  it  had  un- 
jijftly'  trftertaJned  againft  a  virtuous  man,  and  declaring  the  fualevo^ 
JeiJtCtiai'g^s  exhibited  againft  him  to  be  unfounded,  ,,,'fv 

•  'Ih^ the  beginning  of  1700  be  went  to  Pennfylvania,  and  after  tbe 
jfto^fe'tlrt^  &f' feveral  Aflfembiies,  he  convened  one  in  Scptemberyriyoti^ 
artd  informed  them  of  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  he  was  under  of 
strain  going  to  Eng-and,  to  obviate  fome  ill  otBccs  done  by  his  au4 
their'Jche^rri^U'ith-tlie  government  there;  he  at  the  fame  time 
urged- th^^tt  to  take  proper  meafures  to  fecure  their  privileges  and 
prop^tirs/'- He  further  offered  to  leave  the  nomination. pfi  the ^>^ 
pflty^oiVJerriOr'ro  thentfelves,  but  they  declined  iti^-t-  M^nninf  ad 
The  Aflembly,  agreeably  with  Mr.  Penn's  requeft,  entered  on.  tlie 
(feibrifideratiort  of  a  charter  of  privileges ;  this  charter  occafioned  a 
breach' between  the  members  of  the  province  and  thofe  of  the  tgi/* 
ritori^iS'i' the  latter  infifting  upon  fome  privileges,  which,  when  jrj&- 
fufed  by  the  others,  made  them  withdraw  from  the  meeting.,  J^y 
the  authority  and  add refs  of  the  proprietary,  however,  the  breach 
i^as'^^>p^t^nfly  mad&  op,  and  a  charter  of  privileges  prepared,  and 
ratiiffed  before  Mr;  Penii  embarked,  which  became  the  rule  of,  go- 
vernment in  Pennfylvania.  By  this  important  charter  libeny  of  coil* 
i^ieii^'^vsi' grimted,  and  all  Chri-ftjansi  of ,  wliajtjever tlenominatit^w, 
were  '«*nabted  to  ferve  the  government  either  le^flatively  or  exeou- 
tiveiy-,'  This. charter  is  a  landing  monument,  and  an  iacontro- 
vcrribloipiiDiQf^!  that- iwitheF  M rr  Penn  nor  ,tU^ ;ii3j;tler§f of  Fennfylraiiia, 
t^fer^as^iKrted  hy  gloomy  fnperllition  or  arbitrai:y  principles*  ,  ij^u' 
By  the  fecond  article  of  the  ch nter  it  was  provided,  that^ ap^^.VlHi^ 
fennbiy:!  flioiikl.  btiiyciarly  >. .etiofen  by, the;  fi^m&Oj^t^icof^i^rQf:  four 
pfcribhsri©ut  of  each  county,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  gover- 
floinanol  cA^cmt^J^./teuld  ib  figree,  o.^  the  ift  qi  Q^ober,  :^nd 
?innf1t  *  -        ,     iliouU 
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IHould  fit  on  the  14th  following^  with  power  to  chafe  a-fpdaker  and 
other  officers,  and  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  eleftions  of 
their  own  members  ;  fit  upon  their  own  adjournments,  prepare  bills^ 
impeach  criminalsj  and  redrefs  grie>'^nces ;    and  poiTeis  alt  other 
powers  and  privileges  of  an  AfTembly,  according  to  tria  rights  of  the 
ftee-horn  fubje<ft3  of  England,  and  the  cm'toras  obferved  in  any  of 
the  king's  plantations  in  America.    If  any  connty  or  counties  fhould 
negle^l  to  fend  deputies,  thofe  who  met,  provided  they  were  not 
fewer  in  number  Aan  two  thirds  of  the  whole,  wfticliOcbefCoofifr 
dered  as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  province.  "  '■)*]1  o-*  irfrnvrq*^> 
'^"By 'the  ^eighth  article,  in  cafes  .of  fuicide,  all  propifty  was  to  de- 
ic'end  to  the  next  heirs,  as  if  the  deceafed  had  died  a  natural  death; 
nor  was  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeiture,  if  a  perfoa 
ihotlW  be  killed  by  cafualty  or  accident.    The  fame  article  provided, 
that  no  a£t,  law  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  flionld  at  any  time  after 
be  made,  to  alter  or  diminifii  the  form  or  effect  of  this  charter,  or 
<tf  any  part  of  it,  without  the  confent  of  the  governor  for  th0  tinac 
^eing,  and  fix  parrs  in  feven  of  the  AflTembly  met — that  the  firft  ar- 
ticle, relating  to  liberty  of  confcience,  fliould  be  kept  witlwut  any 
•alteration  inviolably — and  that  William  Penn,  for  himfelf,  &c..«Ud 
fo'kmniy  declare,  that  neither  he,  &c.  fhould  do  any  thing  whereby 
the  liberties  in  this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  Ihould 
be  infringed;  and  that  if  any  thing  fliould  be  done  by  any  peffon 
^contrary  thereto,  it  fliould-be  held  of  no  effe6t.         ,  ,-  ,,  ,:f  a    .,j  ,■ 
""    This  new  conflitution   differed  greatly  from  the  original.     The 
governor  might  nominate  his  own  council,  and  he  was  left  fingle  in 
the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  hberty  to  retrain  the 
legiflative,  by  rcfafing  his  afient  to  their  bills.     The  Afiembly,.  on 
the  6th^  hand,' acquired  the  important  privilege  of 'propounding 
^Sil's,  as  welt  as  of  aa>ending  or  reje6ling  them;   but  though  this 
-fi^'<€onfl:irution  was  thankfully  accepted  by  the  province,  it  was 
^f*je(5l€d  by  the  territories  j  and  affairs  fi:ood  in  this  untoward  ftate 
f^hien'the  proprietary  failed  for  England.    The  reprefentatives  of  the 
^ptomnce  and  thole  of  the  territories  divided,  and  a£ted  as  ty/o  dif- 
^iwcl  b(>die3^  and  the  afrer  attempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineffetStual. 
»^"T4ie  'teh-itdifies  Gdrtfifted  of  the  three  counties,  Newcaftle,  Kent, 
and  SufTex  ort-  the  ©elawar^,  commonly 'kiiowtii by/ the  naHMtofitHe 
^i^T^' Liefer  Counties  on  the  Delawxre.     '■>  'jI.'-'mt  br!fvv>)   ^x\i  vK 
^^^'Fi45hf^t^tinie'fcf-Mi^:Peiin'3  departure  for  England  t«  the  year 
•  ¥^4^  '\^^  ^difjiiff gs  "'iti  'this^  '^rovi^ice  ran  high.     At  this  time  the  Ai: 
^mbly  eame  to  nine  rcfolutions,  which  were-fofmed  into  a  remon- 
^^^^^  ■  '  .  ftrance 
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ftrance,  and  fent  to  -Mr.  Penn  in  England,  under  the  title  of"  Hciiii 
©f  Complaint,"  The  three  fiifr,  only  immediately  apply  to  himfelf  j 
the  next  five  to  ofiicers  adting  under -his  commiliion  ;  and  the  ninth 
is  an  injunction  to  him  not  to furrender  the  .government.  Thofe 
againft  hinjfej/  import,  ill.  That  by  his  artifices,  the  feveral  charters 
granted  at  the  firft  fettling  of  the  province  were  defeated:  adly. 
That  the  power  of  diflblution  and  prorogation,  and  calling  Aflem- 
blies  by  his  writs,  granted  to  his  prefent  and  former  deputies,  were 
contrary  to  the  fa  id  charter :  and  3dly.  That  he  had  received-great 
fums  of  money  when  kit  there,  for  negotiating  the  confirmation  of 
their  laws,  for  making  good  terms  for  the  people  of  the  province, 
and  eafing  bis  friends  there  of  oaths,  &c.  but  that  the  expe£led  be- 
nefits had  not  appeared.  The  •  two  firfl:  evidently  relate  to  the  alte- 
rations efFeded  by  the  charter  of  1701.  But  Dr.  Frankhn  (in  his 
Hiflorical  Review)  after  comparing  the  privileges  they  had  given  up 
with  what  they  had  gained  by  that  charter,  admits,  tliat  '*  upon  the 
whole,  there  was  mui/j  more  reafon  for  acknowledgments  than  com- 
plaints :*'  and  with  reipe^l:  to  the  laft,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Aims  received  were  not  faithfully  expended,  although  the  advan- 
tages they  were  iinended  to  procure  might  not  appear  till  afterwards* 
The  other  heads  of  complaint  refer  to  defeds  in  the  conftitution, 
or  to  the  opinions,  extortions,  and  other  mal-pra6tices  of  fome  of 
the  officers  of  government,  for  which  the  proprietary  could  be  only 
chargeable  on  his  negle£^t  to  pay  proper  attention  to  thofe  complaints.; 
which  does  not  appear.  One  of  the  latter  complaints,  indeed,  is  at- 
tributed to  his  rctufal,  in  1701,  to  pa»fs  a  bill  to  regulate  fees,  &G. 
feut  the  circumilances  which  attended,  and  might  juftify  that  refufal, 
are  not  fiated. 

This  violent  difTcnfion  happened  in  the  time  of  the  Deputy -go-- 
vernor  Evans,  wliofe  governinent  Dr.  Franklin  defcribes  as  "  one 
continued  broil  from  the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end."  But  as  it  is 
remarked  by  the  ianie  jnuhor,  that  the  General  Aflcmbly  in  two  or 
three  years  after,  alRnned  a  very  different  tone,  "  al moll  as  con>- 
plaifant  as  he  (the  deputy -governor)  could  wilh,"^  it  is  prefumable, 
either  that  the  occafions  of  complaint  had  ceafcd,  or  that  they  dif- 
fered with  their  predeceifors  in  opinion  of  their  having  ever  exifted. 
That  at  ieaft  they  were  greatly  exaggerated  is  eafy  to  believe,  when 
we  advert  to  the  circiimilances  of  what  the  doctor  calls  '*  tiiis  tur- 
bulent period,'*  wherein  he  fays,  *'•  heat  kindled  heat ;  animofity  ex- 
cited animofity  ;  and  each  party  refolving  to  be  always  in  the  riglit, 
wwe  ^ften  both  141  the  wrong.'* 

I  /STATE 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  40"  40'  and  45°  north  latifude,  and 
5®  weft  and  1°  30'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length  is 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  three 
hundred.  It  is  bounded  fouth-eaftwardly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  • 
eaft  by  the  States  oF  Connecticut,  Maflachufetts,  and  Vtrmont,  north 
by  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  which  divides  it  fronn  Canada ;  norths 
weftwardly  by  the  river  Iroquois,  or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  On- 
tario and  Erie;  fouth»vveft  and  Ibuth  by  Tennlylvania  and  New- 
Jer(e^^  '"''  '  • 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfe6ted  by  ridges  of  moun- 
tains running  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  diredion.  Beyond  the 
Allegany  mountains,  however,  the  country  is  a  dead  level,  of  a  fine 
rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with  maple,  beech,  birch,  cherry, 
black  walnut,  locuft,  hickory  and  fome  mulberry  trees.  On  the 
banks  of  lake  Erie  are  a  few  chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hemlock 
iwamps  are  interfperfed  thinly  through  the  country.  All  the  creeks 
that  empty  into  lake  Erie  have  falls  which  afford  many  excellent 
mill-feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  reprefcnted 
3s  uncommonly  excellent,  being  moft  agreeably  diverlified  with  geno- 
tie  rifings,  and  timbered  with  lofty  trees,  with  little  underwood. 
The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  one  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land  as  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  foidiers  of  the  line  of 
this  State.  This  traft  is  bounded  weft  by  the  eaft  fliore  of  the  Se- 
neca lake,  and  the  MalTachufetts  lands  in  the  new  county  of  Ontario; 
north  by  part  of  lake  Ontario  near  fort  Ofwego ;  fouth  by  a  ridge  of 
the  Allegany  mount^ips  and  the  Pennfylvania  line;  and  eaft  by  theTuf- 
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caroro  Creek,  which  fall's  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  Oneida  lake, 
and  that  part  of  Montgomery  which  has  been  fettling  by  the  New-s 
England  people  very  rapidly  lince  the  peace. 

This  pleafant  country  is  divided  into  twenty-five  townfliipsof  fixty 
'thoufand  acres  each,  which  are  again  fiibdivided  into  one  hundred 
convenient  farms,  of  fix  hundred  acres,  making  in  the  whole  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  farms. 

Eail  of  the  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into  hilU 
with  rich  intervening  vallies.  The  hills  are  clothed  thick  with  tim- 
ber, and  when  cleared,  afford  a  very  fine  paflure :  the  vallies, 
when  cultivated,  produce  wheat,  hemp,  flax,  peas,  grafs,  .oats, 
and  Indian  corn.     The  r.vers  in  this  State  are  numerous. 

Hudion's  river  is  one  of  the  lai'gefl  and  fincft  in  the  United 
States  :  it  riles  in  the  m.ountainous  country  between  the  lakes  Onta- 
rio and  Champlain.  In  its  courfe  fouth-eallerly  it  approaches  within 
fix  or  eight  miles  of  lake  George  ;  then,  after  a  fliort  courfe  ealt, 
turns  foutherly  and  receives  the  Socondaga  from  the  fouth-weft, 
which  heads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mohawk  river.  The  courfe 
of  the  river  thence  to  New-York,  where  it  empties  into  York  bay, 
is  uniformly  fouth,  twelve  degrees,  or  fifteen  degrees  weiV.  Its 
>YhoIe  length  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles;* from  Albany 
to  lake  George  4s  fixty-five  miles.  This  diflance,  the  river  is  navi- 
gable onl\  for  batteaux,  and  has  two  portages,  occafioned  by  falls,  of 
Jialf  a  mile  each. 

The  banks  of  Hudfon's  river,  efpecially  on  the  weflern  fide,  as  far 
as  the  highlrnds  extend,  are  chiefly  rocky  clifls.  The  palTage  through 
the  highlands,  which  is  fixteen  miles,  affords  a  wild  romantic  fcene : 
jn  this  narrow  pafs,  on  each  fide  of  which  the  mountaiias  tower  to  a 
great  height,  the  wind,  if  there  beany,  is  colle6led  and  comprefTed, 
and  blows  continually  as  through  a  bellows :  veffels,  in  pafling 
through  it,  are  often  obliged  to  lower  their  fails.  The  bed  of  thi 
river,  which  is  deep  and  fmoothto  an  aflonilhing  diftance,  through  a 
iiilly,  rocky  country,  and  even  through  ridges  of  fome  of  the  highefl: 
mountains  in  the  United  States,  muft  undoubtedly  have  been  pro- 
duced by  fome  mighty  convulfion  in  nature,  "the  tide  flows  a  few- 
miles  above  Albany,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  New- 
York  :  it  is  navigably  for  floops  of  eighty  tons  to  Albany,  and  for 
fliips  to  Hudfon :  fhip  nsvigation  to  Albany  is  interrupted  by  a  num- 
ber of  iflands,  fix  or  eight  miles  below  the  city,  called  the  Over- 
(laugh.    It  is  in  contemplation  to  conflnc  the  river  to  one  channel,  by 
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\vhich  means  the  channel  will  be  deepened,  and  the  difficulty  of  ap* 
.  preaching  Albany  with  veflels  of  a  larger  fize  be  removed.  About 
fixty  miles  above  New-York  the  water  becomes  frefh.  The  river 
is  ftored  with  a  variety  of  fifli,  which  renders  a  fummer  paflagd 
to  Albany  delightful  and  amufing  to  thofe  Who  are  fond  of  angling. 

The  advantages  of  this  river  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  with 
Canada,  by  means  of  the  lakes,  have  been  already  mentioned  :*  its 
conveniencies  for  internal  commerce  are  finguiarly  great :  the  pro- 
duce of  the  remoteft  farms  is  ealily  and  fpeedily  conveyed  to  a  certain 
and  profitable  market,  and  at  the  loweft  expenfe ;  in  this  refped. 
New- York  has  greatly  the  advantage  of  Philadelphia.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  produce  of  Pennfylvania  is  carried  to  market  in  wag- 
gons, over  a  great  extent  of. country,  fome  of  which  is  rough; 
hence  it  is  that  Philadelphia  is  crowded  with  waggons,  carts, 
horfes  and  their  drivers,"  to  do  the  fame  bufinefs  that  is  done 
in  New-York,  where  all  the  produce  of  the  country  is  brought 
to  market  by  water,  with  much  lefs  fhew  and  parade.  But  Philadel- 
phia has  other  advantages,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  their  proper 
place,  to  compenfate  for  this  natural  defedt.  The  increafing  popu- 
lation of  the  fertile  lands  upon  the  northern  branches  of  the  Hudforl 
muft  annually  increafe  the  amazing  wealth  that  is  conveyed  by  its  wa- 
ters to  New-York  :  added  to  this,  the  ground  has  been  marked  out, 
the  level  afcertained,  a  company  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Prefident,  Direftors,  and  Company  of  the  Northern  Inland  Lock 
Navigation,  in  the  Stare  of  New- York,"  and  funds  fubfcribed  for  the 
purpofe  of  cutting  a  canal  from  the  nearefl  approximating  point  of 
Hudfon's  river  to  South  bay,  which  empties  into  the  fouth  end  of 
lake  Champlain  :  the  diilance  is  eighteen  miles.  The  difference  of 
level  and  the  face  of  the  countrj^  are  fuch,  as  to  juftify  a  belief  that 
the  opening  of  this  canal  will  not  be  lefs  practicable  than  ufeful. 

Saranac  river  pafles  through  PJattfburg  into  lake  Champlain :  it 
lias  been  explored  nearly  thirty  miles,  and  there  found  equal  in  iize 
to  the  mouth.  In  this  river  is  the  greateft  abundance  of  filh,  fuch  as 
ialmon,  bafs,  pike,  pickerel,  trout.  Sec. 

Sable  river,  not  far  from  the  Saranac,  is  fcarcely  (ixty  yards  wide. 
On  this  flream  are  remarkable  falls :  the  whole  defcent  of  the  water 
is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  feveral  pitches,  the  greateft  of  which  \i 
forty  feet  perpendicular :  at  the  foot  of  it  the  water  is  unfathomable. 
A  large  pine  has  been  feen,  in  a  frefhet,  to  pitch  over  endwife,  and 
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remain  feveral  minutes  under  water.  The  ftream  is  confined  by 
high  rocks  on  either  fide,  a  fpace  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  the 
falls  are,  at  leaft,  as  many  feet  high.  In  a  freftiet  the  flood  wood  fre- 
quently lodges,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  water  rifes  to  full  banks,  and 
then  burfts  away  its  obftruftioiis  with  a  moft  tremendous  crafliing. 
The  Big  and  Little  Chazy  rivers  are  in  the  townfliip  of  Champlain, 
which  borders  on  the  Canada  line ;  both  are  navigable  fome  miles, 
the  former  (ix  or  feven,  affording  good  mill  feats — feveral  mills  arc 
already  ereded.  The  Britifli  have  a  poll,  and  maintain  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon,  at  Point-au-fer  in  this  townfliip. 

The  river  Boquet  paflies  through  the  town  of  Wilfborough,  in 
Clinton  county,  and  is  navigable  for  boats  about  two  miles,  and  is 
there  interrupted  by  falls,  on  which  are  mills.  At  this  place  are  the 
remains  of  an  entrenchment  thrown  up  by  General  Burgoyne.  Here 
he  gave  his  famous  war  feaft  to  his  "  numerous  hofl:  of  savagks,'* 
and  here,  probably,  he  firft  conceived  that  celebrated  proclamation 
which  he  afterwards  brought  forth* 

Black  river  rifes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fources  of  Canada 
Creek,  which  fails  into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its  courfe  north- 
weft,  and  then  north-eaft,  till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  Cataraqua,  or 
Iroquois  river,  not  far  from  Swegauchee  :  it  is  faid  to  be  navigable 
for  batteaux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty  miles,  which  is  dillant 
from  the  flourifliing  fettlerfient  of  Whiteflown  twenty-five  miles. 
The  whole  length  of  this  river  is  reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twelve 
miles. 

Onondago  river  rifes  in  the  Oneida  lake,  runs  weftwardly  Inta 
lake  Ontario  at  Ofvvego  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats  from  its  mouth  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  feventy-four  miles,  except  a  fall  which  occaiions 
a  portage  of  twenty  yards,  thence  batteaux  go  up  Wood  creek  almoft 
to  Fort  Stanwix,  forty  miles,  whence  there  is  a  portage  of  amile  to 
^lohav.'k  river.  Toward  the  head  waters  of  this  river  falmon  are 
caught  in  great  quantities. 

.  Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  about  eight 
miles  from  Black  river,  and  runs  fouthvvardly  twenty  miles  to  the  fort ; 
then  caftvvard,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  into  the  Hudfon.  The  pro- 
duce that  is  conveyed  down  this  river  is  landed  at  Skeneftady,  and  i^ 
thence  carried  by  land  flxteen  miles,  over  a  barren  ftirub  plain,  to 
Albany.  Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile,  occafioned  by  the  little 
fails,  fifty- fix  miles  above  Skene6lady,  the  river  is  paflable  for  boats 
from  Skene£tady  nearly  or  quite  to  its  fource.  The  perpendicular 
defcent  of  thefe  falls  is  eftimated  at  forty-two  feet  in  the  c«urfe  of  one 
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mile ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  they  might  be  locked  fo  as  to  be  rendered 
palllible  for  bo^ts  carrying  five  tons,    for  about  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  currency.     The  Cohoez  in  this  river  nre  a  great  curiofily  ; 
they  are  three  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Hudfon.    The  river  Is 
about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  the  rock  over  v^-hich  it  pours  as  over  a  mill 
dam,  extends  almofl  in  a  line  from  one  fide  of  the  river  to  the  other^ 
and  is  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular  height.     Including  the  defcent 
above,    the  fall  is  as   much  as  fixty  or  feventy  feet ;  the  rocks  be- 
low, in  fome  places,  are  worn  many  feet,  deep  by  the  confiant  fi  ic- 
tion  of  the  water.     The  view  of  this  tremendous  cataract  is  dimi- 
niflied  by  the  height  of  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  river.     About 
a  mile  below  the  falls  the  river  branches  and  forms  a  large  ifland ; 
but  the  two  mouths  may  be  feen  at  the  fame  time  from  the  oppofitc 
bank  of  the  Hudfon  :  the  branches  are  fordable  at  low  water,  but  are 
dangerous.     A  company  by  the  name  of  "  The  Prefident,  Directors, 
and  Company  of  the  WefLcrn  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the  State 
of  New- York,"  were  incorporated  by  the  legiflature  of  New-York, 
in  March,'  1792,  for  the  purpofe  of  o])ening  a  lock  navigation  from 
the  now  navigable  part  of  Hudfon *s  river,    to  be  extended  to  lake 
Ontario,  and  to  the  Seneca  lake.     This  rout  has  been  furveyed  and 
found  pra<5ticable,  the  expenfe  eflimated,  and  the  funds  fubfcribed, 
and  the  vvoi  k  is  to  be  executed  with  all  poffiblc  difpatch.     The  open- 
ing of  this  navigation  will  be  a  vaft  acquifition  to  the  commerce  of 
this  State.     A  fliore  of  at  leaft  one  thoufand  miles  in  length  will, 
in  confequence  of  it,  be  waflied  by  beatable  waters,  exciufive  of  all 
the  great  lakes,  and  many  millions  of  acres  of  excellent  tillage  land, 
rapidly  fettling,    will  be  accommodated  with  water  communication 
for  conveying  their  produce  to  market. 

Delaware  river  rifes  in  Lake  Utftayantho,  latitude  42°  25',  and 
takes  its  courfe  fouth-Vv^eft,  until  it  crofles  into  Fennfylvania  in 
latitude  42*^ ;  thence  fouthwardly,  dividing  New-York  from  Penu- 
lylvania,  until  it  llrikes  the  north-weft  corner  of  New-Jerfer,  ia 
latitude  41°  24';  and  then  pafies  off  to  fea,  through  Delaware  bay, 
having  New-Jerfey  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  Penniylvania  and  Deiawc^re 
on  the  weft.  --  :•     .        •     f 

Sufquehannah,  E.  Branch,  river  has  its  fource  In  lake  Otfego,  lati- 
tude 42°  55',  from  which  it  takes  a  fouth-wcft  courfe :  it  crofles  the 
line  which  divides  New- York  and  Pennfylvania  three  times,  the 
laft  time  near  Tyoga  Point,  where  it  receives  Tyoga  river.  Batteaux 
pafs  to  its  fource  ;  thence  to  Mohawk  fiver  is  but  twenty  miles,  -ca«* 
pable.of  good  roads, 
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Tyoga  river  rifes  in  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  about  latitude  42% 
^    runs  eailwaro'y  and  empties  into  the  Sufquehannah  at  Tyoga  Point, 
in  latitude  41°  57'.    It  is  navigable  for  boats  ibout  fifty  miles. 

Seneca  river  rifes  in  the  Seneca  country,  and  runs  eaftwardly,  and 
in  its  paflage  receives  the  waters  of  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes, 
which  he  north  and  fouth,  ten  01  twelve  miles  apart,  each  is  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  and 
empties  into  the  Onondago  river,  fourteen  miles  above  the  falls,  at  a 
place  called  Three  Rivers.  From  Three  River  point  to  Onondago 
Jake,  up  Seneca  river,  is  twelve  miles.  Within  half  a  mile  of  this 
lake  a  fait  fpring  iffues  from  the  ground,  the  water  of  which  is  falter 
than  that  of  the  ocean:  it  conftantly  emits  water  in  fuffirient  quan* 
tity  for  works  of  any  extent :  it  is  probable  the  whole  country  will  be 
fupplied  with  fait  from  this  fpring,  and  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This 
fpring  is  the  property  of  the  State.  This  river  is  navigable  for 
boats  from  the  lakes  downwards. 

Cheneflee  river  rifes  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs 
northwardly  by  the  Cheneflee  caille  and  flats,  and  empties  into  lake 
Ontario,  eighty  miles  call  of  Niagara  fort.  On  this  river  is  one  fet 
of  large  falls,  not  far  from  its  junction  with  lake  Ontario.  The  in- 
habitants improve  thefe  falls  to  good  purpofe,  by  the  eredtion  of  milU 
upon  them. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Allegany  river  heads  in  the  Allegany 
mountains,  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs  diredly  well  until 
it  is  joined  by  a  larger  branch  from  the  fouthward,  which  rifes  near 
the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  :  their  jun<5tion  is  on  the  line  be- 
tween Pennfylvania  and  New-York.  From  this  jundion  the  river 
purfues  a  north-weft  courle,  leaving  a  fegment  of  the  river  of  about 
fifty  miles  in  length,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  thence  it  proceeds  in 
a  circuitous  fouth-weft  direftion,  until  it  crolTes  into  Pennfylvania^ 
from  thence  to  its  entrance  into  the  Miliiffippi  j  it  has  already  been 
defcribed.  .• 

There  are  few  fifli  in  the  rivers,  but  in  the  brooks  are  plenty  of 
trout ;  and  in  the  lakes,  yellow  perch,  fun-lifli,  falmon  trout,  cat- 
fifli,  and  a  variety  of  others.  > 

From  this  account  of  the  rivers,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  excel- 
lent  advantages  for  conveying  produce  to  market  from  every  part  of 
the  State. 

The  fettlements  already  made  in  this  State,  are  chiefly  upon  two 
narrow  oblongs,  extending  from  the  city  of  New-York,  ealt  and 
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north.  The  one  eaft,  is  Long-Ifland,  which  is  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  long,  narrow,  and  furrounded  by  the  fea.  The  one  ex- 
tending north  is  about  forty  miles  in  breadth,  and  bifcfted  by  the 
Hudfon  ;  and  fuch  is  the  interfedtion  of  the  -whole  State  by  the 
branches  of  the  HiidfoH,  the  Delaware,  the  Sufquehanmh,  and  other 
rivers  which  have  been  mentioned,  that  there  are  few  places  through- 
out its  whole  extent,  that  are  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from 
fome  boatable  or  navigable  ftream. 

York  bay,  which  is  nine  miles  long  and  four  broad,  fpreads  ta 
the  fouthward  before  the  city  of  New-York.  It  is  formed  by  the 
confluence  of  the  Eaft  and  Hudibn*3  rivers,  and  embofoms  feveral 
fmall  iflands,  of  which  Governor*s  ifland  is  the  principal :  it  commu- 
nicates with  the  ocean  through  the  Narronvs,  between  Staten  and 
Long-Iflands,  which  are  fcarcely  two  miles  wide.  The  paflage  up  to 
New-York  and  Sandy-Hook,  the  point  of  land  that  extends  fartheft 
into  the  fea,  is  fafe,  and  not  above  twenty  miles  in  length.  The 
common  navigation  is  between  the  eaft  and  weft  banks,  in  about 
twenty-two  feet  w-ater.  There  is  a  light-houfe  at  Sandy-Hook  on  si 
peninfula  from  the  Jerf  y  fliore. 

South  bay  lies  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  northern  bend  in 
Hudfon's  river :  at  its  north  end  it  receives  Wood  Creek  from  the 
fouth,  which  is  navigable  feveral  miles,  and  lined  with  fine  mea- 
dows ;  loon  after  it  mingles  its  waters  with  Eaft  bay,  which  ftretches 
eaftward  into  Vermont.  At  the  juncflion  of  thefe  bays  commences 
another  bay  or  lake,  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide,  whoie  banks  arc 
fteep  hills,  or  cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inaccelfible.  At  Ticonderoga 
this  bay  receives  the  waters  of  lake  George  from  the  fouth-weft, 
through  a  large  bro.ok,  which  rolls  down  a  gentle  declivity,  at  the 
foot  of  which  were  formerly  a  fct  of  faw  mills.  The  waters  of 
lake  George  are  one  hundred  feet  higher  than  thofe  of  the  bay. 

Oneida  lake  lies  about  twenty  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanvvix,  and  ex- 
tends weftward  about  thirty  miles. 

Salt  lake  is  fmall,  and  empties  into  Seneca  river  foon  after  its 
jun6lion  with  the  Onondago  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Three 
River  point.  This  lake  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  ialine  particles, 
which  circumftance  gave  rife  to  its  name.  The  Indians  make  their 
fait  from  it. 

Lake  Otfego,  at  the  head  of  Sufquehannah  river,  is  about  nine 
miles  long  and  narrow,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  mile  wide.    The 
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land  on  the  banks  of  this  lake  is  very  good,  and  the  cultivation  of  it 
eafy. 

Caniaderago  lake  is  nearly  as  large  as  lake  Otfego,  and  fix  miles 
weft  of  it.  A  ftream,  by  the  name  of  Oaks  creek,  iiTues  from  it, 
2^nd  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  river,  about  five  miles  below  Otfego, 
The  beft  cheefe  in  the  State  of  New-York  is  faid  to  be  made  upon  the 
borders  of  he  creek. 

Chatoque  lake  is  the  foiirce  of  Conawongo  river,  which  empties 
into  the  Allegany :  the  lower  end  of  it,  whence  the  river  proceeds, 
is  in  latitude  42°  10';  from  thence  to  its  head  is  about  twenty-five 
niiks.  From  the  north-weft  part  of  this  to  lake  Erie  is  nine  miles? 
and  was  once  a  communication  ufcd  by  the  French. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  Orange  county,  is  a  very 
Taluable  traft  called  the  Droiuned  Lands,  containing  about  forty  or 
fifty  thoufand  acres.  The  waters,  which  defcend  from  the  fur- 
rounding  hills,  being  but  flovvly  difcharged  by  the  river  iffuing  from 
it,  cover  thefe  vaft  meadows  every  winter,  and  render  them  extremely 
fertile;  but  they  expofe  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  to  intermit* 
tents.  The  WalkhiU  river,'  which  pafles  through  this  extenfive  «;»* 
fhlhious  tra61:,  and  empties  into  Hudfon's  river,  is  in  the  fpring  fio-' 
red  with  very  large  eels  in  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  is 
a  broken  rock  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofcd,  that  for  t\vo  thoufand  pounds 
the  channel  might  be  deepened  fo  as  to  let  off  all  the  waters  from  the 
meadows,  and  thereby  redeem  from  the  floods  a  large  tra£t*of  ric!\ 
land,  for  grafs,  hemp,  and  Indian  corn. 

•"^--      ■  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS.        .^.y,  ■^. 

Selides'  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various  parts  of 
this  State,  the  feveral  kind?  of  oak,  fuch  as  white,  red,  yrllow, 
black,  and  chefnut  oak ;  white,  yellow,  fpruce,  and  pitch  pmes  * 
cedar,  fir-tree,  butternut,  afpm,  commonly  called  poplar,  white 
wood,  which  in  Penniyivania  is  called  poplar,  and  in  England  the 
tulip  tree,  rock,  maple,  the  linden  tree,  which,  with  the  white- 
wood,  grows  on  the  low  rich  ground,  the  button  wood,  fli:  ub-cran- 
berry,  the  fruit  of  which  hangs  in  clufters  like  grapes  as  large  as 
cherries ;  this  flirub  too  grows  on  low  ground.  Befides  thefe  is  the 
fumach,  which  bears  clufters  of  red  berries :  the  Indians  chew  the 
leaves  inftead  of  tobacco  ;  the  berrit  s  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the  com- 
modities produced  from  cukure,  wheat  is  tiie  ftaple.*  Of  this  article 
in  wheal  and  flour,  equivalent  to  one  million  buftiels  are  yearly  ex-.' 

ported. 
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ported.    Indian  corn  and  peas  are  likewife  raifed  for  exportation ; 
and  rye,  oats,  barley,  &c.  for  home  confumption. 

Infome  parts  of  the  State  large  dairies  are  kept,  which  furnifli  fbr 
the  market,  butter  and  cheefe.  The  beft  lands  in  this  State  which 
are  thofe  that  lie  along  the  Mohawk  river,  and  north  of  it,  and  weft 
of  ^the  Allegany  mountains,  are  yet  moltly  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  but 
are  moft  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  moft  northern  part  of  the  State,  on 
lake  Champlain  and  lake  George,  lies  about  midway  between  Que- 
bec and  New-York,  and  from  two  hundred  and  thirty  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  miles  from  each,  and  is  fettled  by  about  two  thoufand  in- 
habitants. A  great  proportion  of  the  lands  in  this  country  are  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  produce  in  abundance  the  various  kinds  of 
grain  cultivated  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  inhabitants  manu- 
faiSture  earthen  ware,  pot  and  pearl  afli,  in  large  quantities,  which 
they  export  to  New-York  or  Quebec. — Their  wool  is  of  a  better  qua- 
lity than  that  which'  is  produced  in  more  fouthern  climates ;  their  beef 
and  pork  is  fecond  to  none  ;  and  the  price  of  flail-fed  beef  in  Montreal, 
diftant  fixty  miles  from  Plattlburg,  is  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  far- 
mers to  drive  their  cattle  to  that  market.  Their  forefts  fupply  theni 
with  fugar  and  molalTes,  as  every  family,  with  no  more  implement? 
than  are  necefTary  for  common  ufe,  can  make  a  fufficiency  for  its  own 
confumption,  and  that  at  a  feafon  when  the  farmer  can  be  no  other- 
wife  employed.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp. 
The  land  carriage  from  any  part  of  the  country,  in  tranfporting 
their  produce  to  New-York,  does  not  exceed  eighteen  miles.  The 
carrying  place  at  Ticonderoga  is  oive  mile  and  a  half;  and  from 
Fort  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  Fort 
Edward,  is  about  fourteen  miles ;  after  which  there  are  two  or  three 
imall  obftru^lions  by  falls,  which  are  about  to  be  removed  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  northern  canal.  From  this  country  to  Quebqc  are 
annually  fent  large  rafts,  the  rapids  at  St.  John's  and  Chawblee  being 
the  only  interruption  in  the  navigation,  and  thofe  not  fo  great  but 
that  at  fome  feafons,  batteaux  with  lixty  bufliels  of  fait  Cvin  afcend 
them.  At  fome  diHance  from  the  fea,  fait  is  fold  at  half  a  dollar  a 
bufhel. 

In  the  northern  and  unfettl«d  parts  of  the  State  are  plenty  of 
moofe  d^er,  bears,  fome  beavers,  martins,  and  moil  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  foreft,  except  wolves.  Ducks,  growfe,  pigeons,  and 
fiih  of  many  kinds,    and  particularly  falmon,    are  taken  in  great 
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abundance  in  different  parts,  and  efpecially  ill  the^C(^lftty  bf  Clmton. 
At  the  mouth  of  Saranac  river,  which  falls  into  Chkrhplam,  the' Sal- 
mon are  found  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  is  iifiial  to  take  four  or  five 
hundred  in  a  day  with  fpears  and  fmall  fCoop  nets.  They  are 
caught  from  May  till  November,  and  make  exeellent  fdted  proVi- 
fions,  and  every  cottager,  by  fpendrng  an  hour  in  the  evening,  may 
obtain  a  fufticient  fupply  for  his  family. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  State  have  been  in  general  but  indifferently  attended 
to  till  withiathe  two  or  three  laft  years.  'Thie'legiflature,  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  matter, 'and  perhaps  llimulated 
by  the  cnterprizing  and  a£live  Pennfylvkniabs,  -v/ho  are  competitors 
for  the  trade  of  the  weftern  country,  have  lately  granted  very  liberal 
lums  towards  improving  thofe  roads  that  traveri'e  the  moft  fettled 
parts  of  the  country,  and  opening  fucH  as  lead  into  the  weftern  and 
northern  parts  of  the  State,  uniting,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  eftablifh- 
jTients  on  the  Hudfon  river,  and  the  moft  populous  parts  of  the  in- 
terior country  by  the  neareft  practicable  diftances.  A  poft  regnlarly 
rides  from  Albany  to  the  Chenclfee  river,  once  a  fortnight,  through 
Whiteftown,  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  Canawargus,  and  Williamfburgh, 
on  the  ChenefTee  river.  By  this  eftablifhment  a  fafe  and  direCl  con- 
veyance is  opened  between  the  moft  interior  parts  of  the  United 
'States  to  the  weft,  and  the  feveral  States  in  the  Union-. 

A  grand  road  was  opened  through  Clinton  county,  which  borders 
upon  Canada,  in  the  year  1790,  under  the  direftion  of  a  Mr.  Rogers, 
of.Puchefs  county,  and  after  him  called  Rogers's  road.  This  road 
adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  travelling  between 
the  State  of  New- York  and  Canada,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when 
pafTing  the  Jakes  on  jce  is  often  dangerous,  and  always  uncomfor- 
table. 

A  road  alfo  has  been  lately  cut  from  Katt's-kill,  on  the  Hudfon, 
weftw'ardly,  which  paffes  near  Owafco  lake. 

A  bridge,  called  Staat's  bridge,  tv/o  hundred  and  fxfty  feet  long, 
and  of  a  fufficient  width  to  admit  two  carriages  abreaft,  has  lately 
been  thrown  acrofs  Abram's  creek,  which  falls  into  the  Hudfon  river, 
near  the  cjty  of  Hudfon,  by  which  a  communication  with  the 
country,  in  a  new  dire(5^ion,  is  opened  from  the  city  of  Hudfon  ;  and 
^  diftance  faved  of  four  or  five  miles  in  the  main  poft  road  from  New- 
Yftrk  to  Albany,  U   fe-...,i  v 
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Skaticook  bridge,  in  the  town  of  that  name,  ten  miles  from  Lan- 
fmburgh,  is  an  ingenious  flrii6tjre,  built  at  the  private  expenfe  of 
an  enterpiifing  and  liberal  gentleman.  It  coft  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  pounds  currency. 

The  Icgiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  three  thoufand  pounds 
to  build  a  bridge  over  the  fprouts  of  Mohawk  river,  whenever  tb« 
fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fliall  be  fubfcribed  and  paid.  Thi» 
bridge  will  be  one  of  the  longeft  in  America,  and  will  open  a  direct 
communication  to  a  very  extenfive  country,  increaflng  fall  in  po- 
pulation, in  the  north-weftern  parts  of  the  State. 

MEDICINAL  SPRINGS. 

The  moft  noted  fprings  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  Saratoga  :  they 
are  eight  or  nine  in  number,  fituated  in  the  margin  of  a  marfli, 
formed  by  a  branch  of  Kayadaroflbra  creek,  about  twelve  miles  welt 
from  the  confluence  of  Fifti  creek  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  are 
furroundcd  by  a  rock  of  a  peculiar  kind,  formed  by  petrifadions* 
One  of  them,  however,  more  particularly  attracts  the  attention  j  it 
rifes  above  the  furface  of  the  earth  five  or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  of  a 
pyramid.  The  aperture  in  the  top,  which  difcovers  the  water,  is 
perfedly  cylindrical,  of  about  nine  inches  diameter.  In  this  the  wa- 
ter is  about  twelve  inches  below  the  top,  except  at  the  time  of  its 
annual  difcharge,  which  is  commonly  in  the  beginning  of  fummer. 
At  all  times  it  appears  to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a 
pot,  -although  it  is  extremely  cold.  The  fame  appearances  obtain  in 
the  other  fprings,  except  that  the  furrounding  rocks  are  of  different 
figures,  and  the  water  flows  regularly  from  them. 

By  obfervation  and  experiment,  the  principal  impregnation  of  the 
water  is  found  to  be  a  folfile  acid,  which  is  predominant  in  the  tafle* 
It  is  alfo  flrongly  imprei^nated  with  a  faline  fubftance,  which  is  very 
difcernible  in  the  talte  of  the  water,  and  in  the  talVe  and  fmell  of  the 
petrified  matter  about  it.  From  the  corrofive  and  c)ifrclving  nature 
of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a  chalybeate  property,  and  received 
into  its  compofition  a  portion  of  calcareous  earth,  which,  when  fepa- 
rated,  refembles  an  impure  magnefia.  As  the  different  fprings  have 
no  efl!ential  variance  in  the  nature  of  their  waters,  but  the  proportions 
of  the  chalybeate  impregnation,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  they  are 
derived  from  one  common  fource,  but  flow  in  feparate  channels, 
where  they  have  connection  with  metallic  bodies  in  greater  or  lefs 
proportions.     The  flomachs  of  fome  females,  however,  are  fo  deli- 
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cate,^ as  <o,  p^rc^iye  a^  difference  ift  the  efFed  and  operation  of  the 
\Afferent  fprings. 

The  prodigious  quantity  of  air  contained  in  this  water  makes  ano- 
ther diftinguifliing  property  of  it.  This  air,  driving  for  enlarge- 
ment, produces  the  fermentation  and  violent  a£tion  of  the  water  be- 
fore defcribed.  After  the  water  has  flood  a  fmall  time  in  an  open 
.^elTel,  for  no  tight  one  will  contain  it,  the  air  efcapes,  the  water  be- 
comes vapid,  and  lofes  all  that  life  and  pungency  which  diftingiiiflies 
it  when  firil  taken  from  the  pool.  The  particles  of  diflblved  earth  are 
depofited  as  the  water  flows  off,  which,  with  the  combination  of 
the  falts  and  fixed  air,  concrete  and  form  the  rocks  about  the 
iprings. 

As  to  the  quality  of  thefe  medicinal  fprings,  to  mofl  people  who 
drink  the  waters,  they  are  at  firft  very  difagreeable,  having  a  ftrong, 
brackifli,  briny  tafte ;  but  ufe  in  a  great  meafure  takes  off  the  naufe- 
oufnefs,  and  renders  them  palatable,  and  to  many  very  grateful* 
Upon  a  few  they  operate  as  an  emetic ;  upon  moll  as  cathartic  and 
diuretic.  They  may  be  taken  in  very  large  quantities  without  fen- 
iible  injury,  or  difagreeable  operation. 

The  following  curious  experiments  made  on  thefe  waters,  are  ex- 
tra6led  from  Dr.  Mitchell's  Journal  : 

*V  A  young  turkey  held  a  few  inches  above  the  water  in  the  crater 
of  the  lower  fpring,  was  thrown  into  convulfions  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute,  and  gafping,  fliewed  figns  of  approaching  death  ;  but  on 
removal  from  that  place,  and  expofure  to  the  frefli  air,  revived  and 
became  lively.  On  immerfion  again  for  a  minute  in  the  gas,  the  bird 
was  taken  out  languid  and  motionlefs. 

"  A  fmall  dog  put  into  the  fame  cavity,  and  made  to  breathe  the 
contained  air,  was,  in  lefs  than  one  minute,  thrown  into  convulfive 
motions,  made  to  pant  for  breath,  and,  laftly,  to  lofe  entirely  the 
power  to  ciy  or  move ;  when  taken  out,  he  was  too  weak  to  fland, 
but  foon,  in  the  common  air,  acquired  flrength  enough  to  rife  and 
flaggeraway. 

"  A  trout  recently  caught,  and  brifkly  fwimming  in  a  pail  of  brook 
•water,  was  carefully  put  into  a  vefTel  juil  -filled  from  the  fpring,  the 
fifh  was  inflantly  agitated  with  violent  convulfions,  gradually  loft  the 
capacity  to  move  and  poife  itfelf,  grew  flupid  and  infenfible,  and  in 
a  few  nunutes  was  d&ad. 
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'  *<  A  candle  repeatedly  lighted,  and  let  down  near  the  fufface  of  this 
water,  was  fuddenly  extinguifhed,  and  not  a  veftige  of  light  or  fire 
remained  on  the  wick. 

**  A  bottle  filled  with  the  water  and  fhaken,  emits  fuddenly  a  large 
*'antity  of  aerial  matter,  that  either  forces  out  the  cork,  or  makes  a 
Sefide  or  through  it,  or  burfts  the  veflel. 

;:  43  quantity  of  wheaten  flour  moiftened  with  this  water,  an^ 
kneaded  into  dough,  when  made  into  cakes  and  put  into  a  baking 
pan,  rofe,  during  the  application  of  heat,  into  a  light  and  fpongy 
bread,  without  the  aid  of  yeaft  or  leaven  :  from  which  it  appears, 
that  the  air  extricated  from  the  water  is  precifely  fimilar  to  tliat  pro- 
duced by  ordinary  fermentation. 

^'  Some  lime  water,  made  of  ftala£liles  brought  from  the  fubterra- 
nean  cave  at  Rhynebec,  became  immediately  turbid  on  mixture  with 
the  fpring  water,  but  when  the  water  had  been  lately  drawn,  the  pre- 
cipitate was  quickly  re-diflblved. 

^  **  Some  of  the  rock  furrounding  the  fpring,  on  being  put  into  the 
fire,  calcined  to  quick-lime  and  flaked  very  well. 

**  When  the  the  aerial  matter  has  evaporated,  the  water  lofes  its 
tranfparency,  and  lets  fall  a  calcareous  fediment :  whence  it  is 
evident  that  the  gas  is  aerial  acid,  that  the  rock  is  limeftone,  aftd 
that  by  means  of  the  former,  the  water  becomes  capable  of  dif- 
fdlving  and  conveying  the  latter.*' 

Great  numbers  of  people,  under  a  variety  of  maladies,  refort  to 
thefe  fprings,  and  many  find  relief,  and  a  confiderable  number  a  com- 
plete cure,  particularly  in  bilious  diforders,  fait  rheum,  and  relaxa- 
tions. But  as  the  waters  are  unfriendly  and  even  fatal  in  fome  dif- 
orders, they  ought  to  be  ufed  under  the  diredtion  of  a  phyfician 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  qualities  of  the  waters,  and  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  patient.  Ignorant  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  waters  to 
their  complaints,  many  have  imprudently  thrown  away  their  lives  in 
the  ufe  of  them. 

New-Lebanon  fprings  are  next  in  celebrity  to  thofe  of  Saratoga. 
New-Lebanon  is  a  pleafant  village,  fituated  partly  in  a  vale,  and 
partly  on  the  declivity  of  hills.  The  pool  is  fituated  on  a  com- 
manding eminence,  overlooking  the  valley,  and  furrounded  with  2 
few  houfes,  which  afford  but  indifferent  accommodations  for  the  va- 
letudinarians who  refort  here  in  fearch  of  health.,  The  waters  have 
an  agreeable  temperature,  and  are  not  unpleafant  to  the  tafle.  Fronx 
the  experiments  of  Dr,  Mitchell  it  ^pears^  that  the  water  contains  no 

iron. 
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jjron,  no  lime,  no  neutral  fait,  no.  fixed  air,  no  other:  acid  ;  tl|^t>foap 
-imites  very-  well  with  the  water,  makes  a  good  lather,  and  is  excel- 
lent for  bleaching  cloths ;  that  the  fpring  is  a  Therma^  and  hus 
plenty  of  Ifmc-ftone  in  its  neighbourhood.  Its  warmth  is  fo  confidx'- 
rable,-that  duHiig  thfc  coolnefs  of  the  morning,  even  in  Auguft,  co- 
pious vapours  are  emitted  by  the  pool,  and  the  flream  which  ifTues 
from  it,  for  a  eonfiderable  diftance  ;  but  the  evaporated  matter  has 
no  peculiar  odour.  From -all  >  which  particulars  taken  together,  this 
theory  rationally  refults ;  a  quantity  of  iron  and  brimilone,  fome- 
.  where  within  the  mountain,  are,  by  reafon  of  their  chemical  affinity, 
inthe  a£t  of  icombining  into  «?tfr//tf/ /)'r/Vri".  During  their  a6lipn 
upon  each  other,  beat  is  produced,  and  pure  air  is  abforbed.     The 

•  water  running  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bed  of  pyrites  borrows 
'iome  of  its  heat,  and  receives  alfo  that  part  of  the  atmofphevlc  fluid 

.which  remains  after  the  conliimption  of  the  pure  air,  i.  e.  foul,  ,or 
azotic  gas.  But  as  the  heat  is  excited  in  the  bowels  of  a  calcareous 
mountain,  it  happens,  that  by  the  combination  of  iht  Umefiouewitha 
very  fmall  portion  of  the  fulphur^  a  calcareous  hepar  is  formed^  which 
flying  oS"in  the  form  o^  hepatic gas^  gives  an  exceedingly  flight  tinc- 
ture to  the  water  of  the  pool.  Thefe  waters  are  ufed  with  fuccefs,  it 
'  is  feid,  in  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  difeafes,  fait  rheums,  &c.  but  are 
pernicious  to  confumptive  perfons. 

In  the  new  town  of  Renfl^allaer,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, a  medicinal  fpring  has  lately  been  difcovered,  combining  mofl: 
of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  celebrated  waters  of  Saratoga, 
Should  further  experiments  confirm  the  favourable  opinion  already 
entertained  of  this  fpring,  it  will  prove  a  fortunate  difcovery  for  the 
city  of  Albany,  and  for  the  country  adjoining,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
valids who  annually  refort  to  Saratoga,  under  many  inconveniencies 
and  at  a  great  expenfe. 

The  fait  fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  weight  of  a 
bufliel  of  the  fait  made  of  thefe  waters  is  fifty-fix  pounds,  and  is  equal 
ingoodnefs  to  that  imported  from  Turks  ifland. 

This  State  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  ore.    Naturalifts  ob- 

ferve  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  pondy  ground,    vegetates  and  in- 

creaf?^9.     There  is  a  filver  mine  at  Philipfburgh,  which  produces 

•  virgin  filver.     Lead  is  found  in  Herkemer  county,  and  fulphur  in 

•  Montgomery.  Spar,  zink,  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  magnez,  ufed 
"  in  glazings,  pyrites  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds  of  copper  ore, 
-add 'lead  and  coal  mines,  ar^  found  in  this  State,    Alfo. petrified 

wood. 
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wbod,  pkfter  of  Pafis,  ifinglafs  in  flieetsy  tak^  m«d^g,rvftate:of\va^iaus^ 
kinds  .and  colours,  flinty  albeftos,  and  fevdralijotbed  Mis.;  f  A  fmall 
black  ftone  has  alfo  been  found,  wiiichi  prater £i6es  withaniirtali  heat, 
andi  itis  feid>  itoaKei  eid^ellertt  gJa^*  ^A.-'  .^sjrfi     i^ij    aa'ri.. 

'    .n'-3;l  S'lL  ArN  .P;[§,;  -on   /rr-^' Vrf/r--.-; 
^  There  are- three  i-flaYids  of  note  belongii%  .to  tjiis  Sjats;^  \iz.  Yorlb- 
ffl^nd,  which  will  be  heieiafter  defcribedi,*  .Loogrliland-andiStat^flh 
Ifland.  '  :-'-'  .-^    ■:   '   o.'y  —  '.  :;' ; 

Long-Ifland  expends  one  hundred  and/fojty  milesv  and  {errnir»t(BSl 
with  Montauk  poii  t.  It  is  not  more  thin- ten  miles  in  breadih  on-g 
medium,  and  is  feparated  from  Connefticut. by  Lont^-lllanri. found. 
The  ifland  is  divided  into  three  counties ;. -King's^  Que^*^  antj 
Suffolk.  y.  u  .  i;r-,-  r  ,  • 

King's  county  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  Long-Ifland,  oppofite  N^jw* 
York,  and  is  not  above  ten  miles  long  and  eight  broad;  the  inhabi- 
tants are  piincipally  Dutch  and  live  well ;  it  contains  a  number  of 
pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbufli,  Brooklyn  and  Bedford^  are  the 
principal. 

Queen's  county  lies  next  to  King's  as  you  proceed  eaftward  ,•  it  Is 
about  thirty  mUes  long  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaici,  Newtown^ 
Hampitead,  in  which  is  a  handfomecourt-h^ufe,  and  Oyiler-bay,  arfc 
the  principal  villages  in  this  county.  •    ^^Tj   ;  :  '"'j; 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  broad,  and 
comprehends  all  the  eailern  part  of  the  ifland  and  feveral  little  iflands 
'adjoining,  viz.  Shelter  ifland,  Fifher's  ifland,  Phim  ifland,  and  the 
Ifle  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns  are  Huntington,  Southampton, 
Smithtown,  Broojc-Haven,  Eafl-Hampton,  in  which  is  the  academy, 
Southhold  and  Bridge-Hampton.  '  ' -> 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  flat  land,  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  bor- 
dered on  the  fea  coaft  with  large  tratfts  of  fait  meadow,  extending 
from  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland  to  Southampton  j  this  foil,  how- 
ever, is  weft  calculated  for  railing  grain,  efpecraliy  Indian  corn.  The 
north  fide  of  the  ifland  is  hilly  and  of  a  ftrong  foil,  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  grain,  hay,  and  fruit.  A  ridge  of  hills  extends  from  Ja» 
maica  to  Southhold.  Large  herds  of  cattle  feed  upon  Hampftead 
plain,  and  on  the  ialt  marflies  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Hampftead  plain,  in  Queen's  county,  is  a  curiofity ;' it  is  fixteefn 

miles  in  length,  eaft  and  weft,  and  feven  or  eight  miles  Wide ;  the 

■foil  is  black,  and  to  appearance  rich,  a«d  yet  it  was  never  known  to 

'^"'  havQ 
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have  an/natural  growth,  except  a  kind  of  wild  grafs  and  a  few  (hnibjC 
It  is  frequented  by  vaft  numbers  of  plover.  Rye  grows  tolerably 
well  on  fome  parts  of  the  plain.  The  moft  of  it  lies  common  for_ 
cattle,  horfes,  and  fheep.  As  there  is  nothing  to  impede  the  prof- 
ped  in  the  whole  length  of  this  plain,  it  has  a  curious  but  tirefome 
effect  upon  the  eye,  not  unlike  that  of  the  ocean, 

Eaft  of  this  plain,  on  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  is  comparatively  a 
barren  heath,  overgrown  with  flirub  oaks  and  pines,  amongft  which 
it  is  fuppofed  there  are  feveral  thoufand  deer.  It  is  frequented  alfa 
by  a  great  number  of  growfe,  a  very  delicious  bird.  Laws  have 
been  pafled  for  the  prefervation  of  thefe  birds  and  the  deer. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  on  Montauk  point,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
idand,  there  are  no  flies.  Between  this  point  and  Eaft-Hampton 
is  a  beach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  the  center  of  which  was 
found,  about  fifty  years  ago,  under  a  fand  hill  which  was  blown  up 
by  the  wind,  the  entire  flveleton  of  a  large  whale,  nearly  half  a  mile 
from  th«  water. 

There  are  very  few  rivers  upon  the  ifland  ;  the  largeft  is  Peako- 
nock,  which  rifes  about  ten  miles  weft  of  a  place  called  River-head, 
where  the  court-houfe  ftands,  and  runs  eaflerly  into  a  large  bay  di- 
viding Southhold  from  Southampton ;  in  this  bay  are  Robin  and 
Shelter  iflands. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  indented  with  numerous  dreams  of 
various  fizes,  which  fall  into  a  large  bay  two  or  three  miles  over, 
formed  by  a  beach  about  eighty  rods  wide,  which  appears  like  a  bor- 
der to  the  ifland,  extending  from  the  wefl:  end  of  it  to  Southampton. 
Through  this  beach,  in  various  places,  are  inlets  of  fuch  depth  as 
to  admit  of  veflTels  of  fixty  or  feventy  tons.  This  bay  was  formerly 
frefh  water.  Oyfters,  clams  and  fifli  of  various  kinds,  are  caught 
•with  cafe,  and  in  great  plenty  in  this  bay,  with  feines,  during  the 
winter  feafon.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  forty  or  fifty  veflels  here 
loading  with  oyflers  at  the  fame  time.  And  what  is  almoft  incre- 
dible, but  Supported  by  the  teftimony  of  perfons  of  veracity,  well 
informed  as  to  the  matter,  thirty  waggon  loads  of  bafs  have  been 
caught  in  this  bay  at  one  draught. 

Rockonkama  pond  lies  about  the  center  of  the  ifland,  between 
Smithtown  and  Iflip,  and  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  this 
pond  has  been  found  by  obfervation  to  rife  gradually  for  feveral 
years  until  arrived  to  a  certain  height,  and  then  to  fall  more  ra- 
.pldly  to  its  lovveft  bed,  and  thus  it  is  continually  ebbing  and  iiovv- 

4  H^ 
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5ng»  The  caiife  of  this  curious  phenomenon  has  never  been  inycf* 
tlgated.  Two  mile$  to  thie  fputhwar^Vvf  this  pond  is  a  coi;^if|(?r^l^ 
ftream,  called  Conne<^icut  rivefy  wl^jch  eq:)pties  into  th^ba^y.^^  |j^;,^ 

There  are  two  whale  fiflieries,  one  from  Sagg  harbour,  which 
jiroduces  about  one  thoufandbarrelJ5of  oil  annually;  the  other  is  raw;h 
ftnaller,  and  is  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  winter  feafon  frogi 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  They  comnrionly  catch  from  threertO' 
fevcn  whales  in  a  feafon,  which  produce  from  twenty-iivc  to  forty; 
barrels  each,  of  oil.  This  fifliery  was  formerly  a  fource  of  con- 
flderabie  wealth  to  the  inhabitantsj  but  through  a  fcarcity  of  wh^lesi, 
it  has  greatly  dechned  of  late  years.  ^  .• 

There  is  a  confiderable  trade  carried  on  from  Sagg  harbour, 
whence  is  exported  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  whale  oU, 
pitch-pine  boards,  horfesj  cattle,  flax  feed,  beef,  &c.  The  produce 
of  the  middle  and  weftern  parts  of  the  ifland  is  carried  to  New- 
York.  This  ifland  contains  more  than  thirty-feven  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Staten  ifland  lies  nine  miles  fouth-weft  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
an4  forms  Richmond  county :  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  length, 
and,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven  in  breadth,  and  contains  three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  inhabitants.  On  the  fouth  fide  is 
a  confiderable  traft  of  level,  good  landj  but  the  ifland  in  general  is 
fough  and  the  hills  high.  Richmond  is  the  only  town  of  any  note 
on  the  ifland,  and  that  is  a  poor  inconfiderable  place.  The  inha- 
bitants are  principally  defcendants  of  the  Dutch  and  French. 

'^''''^'''  CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

-L     -':    ' 

This  State  is  divided  into  nineteen  counties,  viz.  New- York, 
Albany,  Suffolk,  Queen's,  King's,  Richmond^  Wefli-Chefler,  Orange, 
LUfter,  Duchefs,  Columbia,  RanflTellaer,  Waftiington^  Clinton^  Mont- 
gomery, Ontario,  Herkemer,  Otfego,  and  Tyoga,  which,  by  an  a£l  of 
the  legiflature,  pafled  in  March,  1788,  were  fubdivided  into  townfliips. 

The  three  lafl:-mentioned  counties  have  been  feparated  from 
Montgomery  fince  the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
their  inhabitants  fubfequent  to  that  period,  mofl:  of  whom  emigrated 
from  the  New-England  States.  The  county  of  Herkemer  is  cop- 
pofed  of  the  towns  of  German  Flats,  Herkemer,  and  Whiteflpwi?, 
Whij^j.  in,.i792,  was  divided  into.feveral  other  to^jvns,  and  contained 
in   1790,  according  to  the  cenfus,  four  thoufand  feyen  huncjfcd  and 
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twenty-three  inhabitants ;  fince  which  this  number  has  been  incrcafcel 
to  upwards  of  fourteen  thoufand. 

1:  The  townfliips,  into  which  the  counties  are  divided,  are  corpora- 
:tions  invefted  with  certain  privileges.  The  a£l  directs,  that  the 
freeholders  in  the  feveral  townftiips  Ihall  aflemble  in  town  meetings, 
on  thefirft  Tuefday  in  April  annually,  and  chufe  their  town  officers, 
viz,  one  fupervifory  one  town  clerk,  from  three  to  feven  alfeiTors, 
«ne  or  more  colle6tors,  two  overfeers  of  the  poor,  commiffioners  of 
highways,  conilables,  fence-viewers,  pound-maflers,  &c.  thefe  are 
to  hold  their  refpedive  offices  one  year,  or  until  others  be  chofen. 
This  a£t,  which  appears  to  have  originated  from  a  fpirit  of  pure  rc- 
-publicanifra,  came  in  force  the  firft  day  of  April,  1789.  It  has  a 
happy  tendency  to  difleminate  through  the  State  fuch  information 
and  fuch  principles  as  are  calculated  to  cherifh  the  fpirit  of  freedom, 
and  to  fupport  the  republican  government.  The  frequent  colledion 
of  people  in  town  meetings  makes  them  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  affimilates  their  ideas  and  their  manners :  their  being  inveiled 
with  power  makes  them  feel  their  importance,  and  roufes  their  am- 
bition ;  their. town  meetings  will  be  a  fchool,  in  which  all  the  free 
citizens  of  the  State  may  learn  how  to  tranfa6l  bufinefs  with  pro- 
priety, and  in  which  they  may  qualify  therafelves  for  the  higher  of- 
fices of  the  State ;  the  number  of  public  offices  will  be  increafed, 
without  increaling  the  expenfes  of  the  State ;  and  the  defire  of  pro- 
motion is  innate  in  human  nature,-  and  as  am.bition  to  pofTefs  the  re- 
quifite  qualifications  commonly  accompanies  this  defire,  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  the  number  of  perfons  qualified  for  public  offices  will 
be  increafed,  and  of  courfe  the  number  of  good  citizens  propor- 
tionably  multiplied,  and  the  fubordinate  civil  affairs  of  the  State 
more  faithfully  and  more  regularly  tranfaded. 

''CHIEF     TOWNS. 

There  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  State;  New-Yoik, 
Albany  and  Hudfon. 

NEW-YORK 

Is  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  flands  on  the  fouth-wefl  point  of 
Manhattan,  commonly  called  New-York  ifland,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Hudfon  and.  Eaft  rivers.  •  The  principal  part  of  the  city  lies  on 
the  eaft  fide  pf  the  ifiand,  although  the  buildings  extend  from  one 
river  to  the  other.     The  length  of  the   city  on  Ealt  river  is  about 

two 
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two  miles,  but  falls  much  fliort  of  that  diftance  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Hiidfon.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three-fourths  of  a 
inile,  and  its  circumference  may  be  four  miles«  The  plan  of  the 
city  is  not  perfcdly  regular,  but  is  laid  out  with  reference  to  tht 
iituation  of  the  ground.  The  ground  which  was  unoccupied  before 
the  peace  of  1783,  was  laid  out  in  parallel  ftreets  of  convenient 
width,  which  has  had  a  good  effeft  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately 
built.  The  principal  ftreets  run  nearly  parallel  with  the  rivers ; 
thefe  are  interfe<fted,  though  not  at  right  angles,  by  ftreets  running 
from  river  to  river.  In  the  width  of  the  ftreets  there  is  a  great  di* 
verlity.  Water-ftreet  and  Pearl-ftreet,  {d-t/evant  Queen-ftreet)  which 
occupy  the  banks  of  Eaft  river,  are  very  conveniently  fituated  for 
bulinefs,  but  they' are  low  and  too  narrow,  not  admitting,  in  fome 
places,  of  walks  on  the  fides  for  foot  pafTengers,  Broad-ftreet,  ex- 
tending from  the  Exchange  to  City-hall,  is  fufficiently  wide;  this  was 
originally  built  on  each  fide  of  the  creek,  which  penetrated  almoft 
to  the  City-hall ;  this  flreet  is  low  but  pleafant.  But  the  mofl  con- 
venient and  agreeable  part  of  the  city  is  the  Broadway ;  it  begins 
at  a  point  which  is  formed  by  the  junflion  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eafl 
rivers,  occupies  the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true  meri- 
dional line,  rifes  gently  to  the  northward,  is  near  feventy  feet  wide, 
adorned,  where  the  fort  formerly  flood,  (which  has  been  lately 
levelled)  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  governor  of  the  State,  and  a  public  walk  from  the  extremity  of 
the  point,  occupying  the  ground  of  the  lower  battery,  which  is  now 
demolifiied;  alfo  with  two  epifcopal  churches,  and  a  number  of 
elegant  private  buildings.  It  terminates,  to  the  northward,  in  a 
triangular  area,  fronting  the  bridewell  and  alms-lioufe,  and  com- 
mands from  any  point,  a  view  of  the  bay  and  narrows. 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  buried  in 
ruins  during  the  war  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding;  theflreets  widened, 
llraitened,  raifed  in  the  middle  under  an  angle  fufficient  to  carry  off 
the  water  to  the  fide  gutters,  and  foot-ways  of  brick  made  on  each 
lide.  At  this  time,  the  part  that  was  deliroyed  by  fire  is  al-moil 
wholly  covered  with  elegant  brick  houfes. 

Wall-flreet  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  elevated,  and  the  buUd- 
ings  elegant.  Hanover- fquare  and  Doi^k-flreet  arc  conveniently  fitu- 
ated for  bufinefs,  and  the  houfes  well  built.  William-flreet  is  alfo 
^levafed  and  cojjvenient,  and  is  the  principal  market  for  retailing  dry 

Sfz  goods^ 
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goods.     Many  of  the  other  ftreets  are  pleafant,  but  moft  of  them  ajTf 
in  egular  and  narrow.  '  * 

The  houfes  are  generally  built  of  brick  and  the  roofs  tiled  ;  there 
are  remaining  a  few  houfes  built  after  the  old  Dutch  manner,  but 
the  Englifh  tafte  has  prevailed  alnnoft  a  century. 

Upon  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  land  a  fort  with  four  baftions 
formerly  flood,  and  alfo  a  battery  below.  The  area  of  the  fort  con- 
tained an  elegant  houfe  for  the  accommodation  of  the  royal  gover- 
nors, and  was  confumed  by  fire  in  Governor  Tryon's  time.'  This 
fort  and  battery  were  removed  in  the  year  1791. 

The  moft  magnificent  edifice  in  this  city  is  Federal-hall,  fituated 
at  the  head  of  Broad-ftreet,  where  its  front  appears  to  great  advan^ 
tage  ;  the  bafement  flory  is  Tufcan,  and  is  pierced  with  feven  open- 
ings;  four  mafiy  pillars  in  the  center  fupport  four  Doric  columns 
and  a  pediment.  The  freeze  is  ingeniouily  divided,  to  admit 
thirteen  flars  in  metopes ;  thefe,  with  the  American  Eagle,  and 
other  infignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the  tablets  over  the  windows, 
filled  with  the  thirteen  arrows  and  the  olive-branch  united,  mark  it 
as  a  building  defignated  for  national  purpofes.  After  entering  from 
the  Broad-ftreet,  we  find  a  plainly- fin iflied  fquare  room  flagged  with 
flone,  and  to  which  tl;ie  citizens  have  free  accefs ;  from  this  we  enter 
the  veflibule  in  the  center  pf  the  pile,  which  leads  in  front  to  the, 
floor  of  the  reprefentatives  room,  or  real  Federal-hall,  and  through 
two  arches  on  each  fide  by  a  public  flair-cafe  on  the  left,  and  by  a 
private  ont;  on  the  right  to  the  fenate-chamber  and  lobbies. 

This  veflibule  is  paved  with  marble — is  very  lofty  and  well-finifli- 
ed ;  the  lower  part  is  of  a  light  ruftic,  which  fupports  a  hand^ 
foine  iron  gallery ;  the  upper  half  is  in  a  lighter  ftyle,  and  is  finiflied 
with  a  lk;y -light  of  about  twelve  by  eighteen  feet,  which  is  decorated 
with  a  profufion  of  ornament  in  the  richeft  tafte.  The  reprefenta- 
tives room  is  a  fpacious  and  elegant  apartment  fixty-one  feet  deep, 
fifty-eight  wide,  and  thirty-fix  high,  a  coved  ceiling  of  about  ten  feet 
high  not  included.  This  room  is  of  an  o6langular  form  ;  four  of 
its^fides  are  rounded  in  the  manner  of  niches,  and  give  a  graceful 
variety  to  the  whole  ;  the  windows  are  large  and  placed  fixteea 
feet  from  the  floor;  all  below  them  is  finiflied  with  plain  wainfcot, 
interrupted  only  by  four  chimnies;  but  above  thefe  a  number  of 
Ionic  columns  and  pilafters,  with  their  proper  entablature,  are  very 
judicioufly  difpofed,  and  give  great  elegance.  In  the  pannels  be- 
'^  ^       tween. 
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^vvecn  the  windows  trophies  are  carved,  and  the  letters  U.  S.  in  a 
cypher  fufrounded  with  laurel.  The  fpeaker's  chair  is  oppofite  the 
great  door,  and  raifed  by  feveral  fteps  ;  the  chairs  for  the  members 
are  ranged  femicircularly  in  two  rows  in  front  of  the  fpeaker  ;  there 
are  two  galleries  for  the  accommodation  of  fpeftators. 

On  the  left  of  the  veilibule  is  a  lobby,  nineteen  by  forty-eight  feet, 
finifhed  with  Tufcan  pilafters :  this  leads  to  the  fenate  chamber, 
which  is  forty  feet  long,  thirty  wide  and  twenty  high,  \yith  an  arched 
fcciling ;  it  has  three  windows  in  front  and  three  back ;  thofe  in  front 
open  into  a  gallciy  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by  an  elegant  iron 
railing.  In  this  gallery  General  Wa(hington,  attended  by  the  Senate 
and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  took  his  oath  of  office  as  Prelident, 
in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  in  prefence  of  a  large  concourfe  of 
people  aflembled  in  front. 

The  fenate  chamber  is  decorated  with  pilafters  of  ark  order  in- 
vented by  Major  L'Enfant  the  architeft,  which  have  a  magnificent 
appearance.  The  marble  which  is  ufed  in  the  chimnies  h  American, 
and  for  beauty  of  fliadcs  and  polifli  is  equal  to  any  of  its  kind  ia 
Europe.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  rooms  for  ufe  and 
convenience ;  a  library,  lobbies,  and  committee  rooms  above,  and 
guard-rooms  below.  The  building,  on  the  whole,  does  much  credit 
to  the  ingenuity  and  abilities  of  the  architect. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  are,  three  houfes  for  public 
worfliip  for  the  Dutch  reformed  church,  four  Prefbyterian  churches, 
three  Epifcopal  churches,  two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts, 
two  Friends'  meeting-houfes,  two  for  Baptifts,  two-  for  Methodifts, 
pne  for  Moravians,  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  French  Pro- 
teftant  church  out  of  repair,  and  a  Jew's  fynagogue.  Befides  thefe, 
there  is  the  governor's  houfe  already  mentioned,  a  moll  elegant 
building,  the  college,  gaol,  and  feveral  other  buildings  of  lefs  note. 
The  city  is  accommodated  with  four  markets  in  different  parts, 
which  are  furnifhed  with  a  great  plenty  and  variety  of  provifions  in 
neat  and  excellent  order.  \       o  ,; 

The  government  of  the  city,  which  was  incorporated  in  1696,  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council.  The 
pity  is  divided  intp  feven  wards,  in  each  of  which  there  is  chpfen 
annually  by  the  people  an  alderman  and  an  alSflant,  who,  toge- 
ther with  the  record€r,  are  apjpointed  aniiually  by  thecpmjp^  qf  ap- 
pointment. '      /^  .         ^  ,  .  ,    •  .: 
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The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held  from  time  to  time  by  adjourn* 
Blent,  is  in  high  reputation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  feffions  is  likewife  held  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caufes. 

The  lituation  of  the  city  is  both  healthy  and  pleafant ;  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  water,  it  h  refreflied  with  cool  breezes  in  fummer, 
land  the  air  in  winter  is  more  temperate  than  in  other  places  under 
the  fame  parallel.  York  ifland  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  hardly 
one  in  breadth  ,♦  it  is  joined  to  the  Maine  by  a  bridge,  called  King's 
bridge.  The  channels  between  Long  and  Staten  iflands,  and  be- 
tween Long  and  York  iilands,  are  fo  narrow  as  to  occafion  an  unufual 
rapidity  of  the  tides,  which  is  increafed  by  the  confluence  of  the 
•waters  of  the  Hiidfon  and  Eaft  rivers ;  this  rapidity,  in  general,  pre- 
vents the  obfrru61ion  of  the  channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  navigation 
is  clear,  except  for  a  few  days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  un- 
commonly fevere.  There  is  no  bafon  or  bay  for  the  reception  of 
fliips ;  but  the  road  v/here  they  lie,  in  Eaft  river,  is  defended  from 
th«  violence  of  the  fea  by  the  iflands,  which  interlock  with  each 
other,  fo  that,  except  that  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Portland,  iti  the 
diHri^l  of  Maine,  the  harbour  of  New- York,  which  admits  fliips  of 
any  burthen,  is  the  beft  in  the  United  States. 

This  city  is  efteemed  the  mofl:  eligible  fituation  for  commerce  in 
the  United  States.  It  almoft  necefl!arily  commands  the  trade  of  one 
half  of  New- Jerfey,  moft  of  that  of  Connedicut,  and  part  of  that  of 
Mafl"achufetts,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  Vermont,  befides  the  whole 
fertile  interior  country,  which  is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers 
in  America.  This  city  imports  mofl:  of  the  goods  confumed,  be- 
tween a  line  of  thirty  miles  eaft  of  Connedicut  river,  and  twenty 
miles  weft  of  the  Hudfon,  which  is  130  miles,  and  between  the 
ocean  and  the  confines  of  Canada,  about  four  hundred  miles  ;  a  con.- 
fiderable  portipn  of  which  is  the  beft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  whole  territory  cor.tains  at  leaft  eight  hundred 
ihoufand  people,  or  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union.  Bp- 
fides,  fome  of  the  other  States  are  partially  fupplied  with  goods 
from  New-York.  But  in  the  ftaple  commodity  (flour)  Pennfylvania 
.and  Maryland  have  exceeded  it — the  fuperfine  flour  of  thofe  States 
(Commanding  a  higher  price  than  that  of  New-York ;  not  that  the 
quality  of  the  grain  in  this  State  is  worfe,  but  becatife  greater  attention 
is  paid  in  thofe  States  to  the  infpedion  and  manufa<Sure  of  that  article. 

In  the  manufadure  likewife  of  iron,  paper,  cabinet  works,  &c. 
pennfylvania  exceeds  not  only  New-York  but  all  her  After  States,   In 

time 


OF    NEW-YORK.  319: 

time  of  peace,  however,  Neu'-York  will  command  more  commercial 
bufiiiefs  than  any  town  in  the  United  States.  In  time  of  war  it  will^ 
be  infecure  without  a  marine  force;  but  a  fmallnumber  of  fliips' 
will  be  able  to  defend  it  from  the  moft  formidable  attacks  by  fea, 

A  want  of  good  water  is  at  prefent  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  citi- 
zens, there  being  h^f/  wells  in  the  city ;  moil  of  the  people  are  fupplied . 
every  day  with  frefti  water,  conveyed  to  their  do6rs  in  calks,  froni 
a  pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl- ft reet,  which  receives  it  from  a 
ipring  almoft  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  city.  This  well  is  about 
twenty  feet  deep,  and  four  feet  diameter.  The  average  quantity 
drawn  daily  from  this  remarkable  well  is  one  hundred  and  ten  hogf- 
heads  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  gallons  each.  In  fome  hot  fummer- 
days  two  hundred  and  fixteen  hogfheads  have  been  drawn  from  it, 
and  what  is  very  fingular,  there  are  never  more  or  lefs  than  three 
feet  of  water  in  the  well.  The  water  is  fold  commonly  at  three 
pence  a  hogihead  at  the  pump.  Several  propofals  have  been  made 
by  individuals  to  fupply  the  citizens  by  pipes,  but  none  have  yet 
been  accepted. 

Nevvf-York  is  the  g*^yell  place  in  America ;  the  ladies,  in  the  rich-- 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  equalled  in  any  city  in  the 
United  States,  not  even  in  Chaileflon,  South-Carolina,  which  has 
heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  ^eau  monde.  The  ladies, 
however,  are  not  folely  employed  in  attention  to  drefs ;  there  are 
many  who  are  ftudious  to  add  to  brilliant  external  accompllfli- 
fnents,  the  more  brilliant  and  lading  accompliftiments  of  the  mind  r 
h^r  have  they  been  unfuccefsful ;  for  New-York  can  boaft  of 
great  numbers  of  refined  tafte,  whofe  minds  are  highly  improved, 
and  whofe  converfation  is  as  inviting  as  their  pcrfonal  charms :  tinc- 
tured with  a  Dutch  education,  they  manage  their  families  with  good 
economy  and  fingular  neatnels. 

In  point  of  fociability  and  hofpitality,  New-York  is  hardly 
exceeded  by  any  town  in  the  United  States.  If,  however, 
in  regard  to  thefe  agreeable  chara<5tenftlcs,  the  preference  muH'  be 
given  to  any  one  place,  it  decidedly  belongs  to  Charlefton,  Soyth- 
C^rolina.  Some  travellers  have,  in  thefe  refpedls,  given  Bofton  the 
preference  to  New-York.  "^^'i         '       *    ^  ^   '' 

Ah  inquirer,  v/ho  would  wifii  to  ac?quaint  hirnfelf  with  the  (late 
of  the'  people  of  New-York,  their  manners  and  government,  would 
naturally  aflc  the  citizens  far  their  focreties  for  the  encouragement 
of  fciences,  arts,  manufa'ftures,  &c.  for'  their  public  libraries;  for 
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their  patrons  of  literature  ;  their  well-regulated  academies ;  for  theif 
^male  academy  for  inftru^ing  young  ladieS  in  geography,  hiftory^ 
MKes  letlresj  &C.  SucR  ittqiiiries  might  be  made  with  propriem 
Dut  coiiid  iibt  at  prefent  Be  anfwered  fatisfacSorily.  From  thfe  fpirr^ 
of  improvement,  liowever,  which  has  of  late  appeared,  there  is  rea- 
lori  to  believe,"  that  this  trait  iri  the  char^6ler  of  the  citizens  of  New- 
Tfofk'  will  foon  give  place  to  one  dillinguiflied  for  d  preference  for 
thefe  things^  '  >  .  • 

''^bri' a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  defcribed  thirfy  years  a^oVariS 
in  its  prefent  ilate,  the  comparifon  is  flattering  to  the  pfefent  age^ 
particularly  the  improvements  in  tafte,  elegance  of  manners,  and  that 
caij^  iinaffeded  civility  an'd  politeriefs  which  form  the  happinefs  of 
lociSl  uitercourle,  *  - 

'  it  is'  found,  by  a  memorandlim  in  bile  of  the  old  fegifrersj*  t^T 
tiie  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  taken  by  order  of  the  king,' 
in  the  year  1097,  was  as  follows :  ,  . 

rMen .....  : rK''':^^'rr%^^''^^::^ 

Women.    .    .    .    .    ;   .^j"  . '  /  '  mi^^^^^  ^^V- 

Young  men  and  boys .864)  l  i\'w[,n» 

Young  women  and  girl$  .   ,    .    .     899-1    ,.c)n'J 

{^-"i^  ,,  ,.i:     ivit     i':.f.      VV.;     .-..?'     L;.U& 

Men  ....;.*.  i  .  i-.  20Q  .  ,^ 
Women.  .....  .;  .  "  ^'.Vidl^''^'''-"^'^* 
Boys  and  girls  .    .    ,    ,'4   .j.^*'    161   '  ">  ■^■^'^5* 

*rhe  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  New-York^ 
m  1756)  was  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one;  1771^ 
twenty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  three  ;  1786,  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen;  1790,  thirty-three  thou* 
fand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  j  fince  which  time  they  have  iq* 
creafed  far  beyond  the  proportion  of  any  preceding  period.       -Sia^';^ 

ALBANY, 

The  city  of  Albany  is  fituated  upon  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfbn's  river^ 
one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  New-York,  in  latitude 
42^36',  and  is,  by  charter  granted  in  1686,  one  mile  upon  the  river, 
and  fixteen  back.  It  contains  upwards  of  one  thoufand  houfes,  built 
moftly  by  trading  people  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The  houfes  fland 
chiefly  upon  Pearl,  Market,  and  Water  fl:reets,  and  fix  other  ftreets  or 
lanes,  which  crofs  them  at  right  angles.  They  are  ngtoflly  built  in  the 
old  Dutch  Gothic  liyle,  with  the  gable  end  to  the  flireet,  which  cu{^om 
tie  firftfetders  brought  with  them  fion^  Holland,^,  Jhe  gable  end  is^ 
I       *  '  CGmmoiily 
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^mmonl^  of  brick,  with  the,  heavy  moulded  ornametit  flanting, 
with  notches,  like  flairs,  and  an  iron  horfe  for  a  weather-eock  at  top* 
The  houfe3  are  feldom  more  than  one  (lory  and  a  half  high,  and 
have  but  little  convenience,  and  lels  elegance ;  but  they  are  kept 
very  heat,  being  rubbed  with  a  mop  ahnofi  every  day,  and  fcourcd 
every  week.  Many  new  honfes,  however,  have  lately  been  built  in 
this  city,  all  in  the  modern  ftyle ;  the  inhabitants  arc  paving  the 
Greets  in  the  ^evv-York  plan  with  foot-ways,  and  nvaking  other  im» 
provements. 

The  city  of  Albahy  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  col- 
lefted  from  various  parts.  As  great  a  variety  of  languages  are  fpo- 
ken  in  Albany  as  in  any  town  of  the  United  States,  but  tht  Englifli 
pretlominatesj  and  the  ufe  of  every  other  is  conftantly  lelTening.  Ad- 
Venturers,  in  purfuit  of  wealth,  are  led  here  by  the  advantages  for 
trade  which  this  place  affords. 

Albany  is  unrivalled  in  its  fituation.  It  fiands  on  the  bank  of  one 
bf  the  fineft  rivers  in  the  world,  at  the  head  of  a  floop  navigation.  It 
enjoys  a  falubrious  air,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  the  natural  emporium  of  the  increafing  trade  of  a  large 
extent  of  country  weft  and  north ;  a  country  of  an  excellent  foil, 
abounding  in  every  article  of  the  Weft-India  marketj  plentifully  wa- 
tered with  navigable  lakes,  creeks,  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  partially 
peopled,  but  fettling  with  ahnoft  uneican^pled  rapidity,  and  capable 
of  affording  fubdftcnce  and  affluence  to  millions  of  inhabitants.  Nd 
part  of  America  affords  a  "more  eligible  opening  for  emigrants  thart 
this ;  and  when  the  contemplated  locks  and  canals  are  completed, 
the  bridge  over  the  Mohawk  river  ere6led,  and  convenient  roads 
opened  into  every  pare  of  the  country,  all  which  will,  it  is  ex- 
pe<£i:ed,  be  accornpliftied  in  a  few  years,  Albany  will  probably  in- 
creafe  and  flourifti  beyond  almoft  every  other  city  or  town  in  the 
United  States. 

The  well-water  in  this  city  is  extremely  bad,  fcircely  drinkable  by 
thofe  Who  are  not  accuftomed  to  it.  It  oozes  through  a  ftiffblue 
clay,  and  it  imbibes  in  its  paffage  the  fine  particles  common  to  that 
kind  of  foil;  this  diftolours  it,  and  when' expofed  any  length  of 
.time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  difagreeable  tafte.  Indeed,  all  the 
water  ibr  cooking  is  brought  from  the  river,  artd  many  families  ufe 
it  to  drink.  The  water  in  the  wells  is  unwholefome,  being  full  of 
little  inle<^si  refemblin^,  except  in  lizp,  thofe  which  we  frequently 
iee  in  ftagnkted  rain-water,     lint  the  inhabitants  kre  about  to  rcme'fy 
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this  incoavenicqce,   by  conftrudting  water-works  to  conVey  gooJ 
water  into  the  city.  ..  \>if^  ,^t 

The  public  buildings  are,  a  Low  Dutch  Church,  one  for  Prefby> 
terians,  one  for  Germans  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  Epifcopalians-^*' 
kofpital,  the  city-hall,  and  a  handfome  brick  gaoL  ^^ , 

'   '   '  HUDSON.  ••■ 

T fie'city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  mofl  rapid  growth  of  any  place  Hf- 
America,  if  we  except  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
6aft  fide  of  Hudfbn's  river,  in  latitude  42°  23',  and  is  one  hundred 
and.  thirty  miles  north  of  New-York  ;  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Albany, 
ancj  four  miles  well  from  Old  Claverack  town.  It  is  ftirrounded  by, 
an  'extenfivc  and  fejtile  back  country,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  fize 
and  popiilation,  carries  on  a  large  trade. 

No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  af  1783,  Meffrs.  Seth  and  Thomas 
Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  having  firft 
reconnoitered  all  the  way  up  the  river,  fixed  on  the  unfettled  fpot, 
wiierc  Hudfon  now  ftands,  for  a  town.  To  this  fpot  they  found  the 
river  was  navigable  for  veflels  of  any  fixe.  They  purchafed  a  tra6t 
of  about  a  mile  fquare,'  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to 
the  fouthward,  and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  lhares»  Other 
adventurers  were  admitted  to  proportions,  and  the  town  was  laid  out 
in  fquares,  formed  by  fpacious  flreets,  croffing  each  other  at 
right  angles :  each  fquare  contains  thipty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  by 
a  twenty  feet  alley  ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  depth. 

In;the  fpring  of  17S4,  feveral  houlfes  and  flores;  were  crcAed.  The 
increafe  of  the  town  from  this  period  to  the  fpring  of  1786,  two 
years  only,  was  aflonifliingly  rapid,  and  refletfls  great  honour  upon 
the  enterpiifing  and  perfeveringfpirit  of  the  original  founders.  In 
the  fpace  of  time  jufi:  mentioned,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dwelling  hoiifes,  befides  fliops,  barns,  and  other  buildings,  four 
warehoufes,  feveral  wharfs,  fpermaceti  works,  a  covered  rope  walk, 
and  one  of  the  bell  diftilleries  in  Aiiierka,  were  erected,  and  fifteen 
hundred  fouls  colleded  on  a  fpot,  which,  three  years  before,  was 
improved  as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.  Its 
Increafe  fmce  has  been  very  rapid;  a  printing-office  has  been  eftab- 
•*  lifhed,  and  feveral  public  buildings  have  been  ere(fled,  befides  dwel- 
ling houfes,  liores,^  &c.    The  inhabitants  are  plentifully  and  conve- 
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ulently  fupplied  -with  water,  brought  to  their  cellars  in  woodtrn  pipei 
from  a  fpring  two  miles  from  the  town. 

It  ftands  on  an  eminence,  from  which  are  extenfive  and  delightful 
views  to  the  north-weft,  norths  and  round  that  way  to  the  fouth- 
ekft,  confining  of  hills  and  vallles,  variegated  with  woods  and  or- 
chards, corn-fields  and  meadows,  with  the  river,  which  is  in  moft 
places  a  mile  over,  and  may  be  feen  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the 
northward,  forming  a  number  of  bays  and  creeks.  From  the  fouth* 
eaft  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  city  is  fcreened  with  hills  at  different  dif» 
tances,  and  weft,  afar  off  over  the  river  and  a  large  valley,  the  prof- 
pc6t  is  bounded  by  a  chain  of  ftupcndous  mountains,  called  theKattSr 
Hill,  running  to  the  weft-north-weft,  which  add  magnificence  and 
Sublimity  to  the  whole  fcene. 

Upwards  of  twelve  hundred  fleighs  entered  the  city  daily,  for  fe- 
veral  days  together,  in  February^  1786,  loaded  with  grain  of  various 
icinds,  boards,  fliing'es,  ftaves,  hoops,  iron  ware,  ftone  for  build- 
ing, fire-wood,  and  fundry  articles  of  provifion  for  the  market,  frorq 
which  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  advantage  of  its  fituatioft 
.with  refpeft  to  the  country  adjacent,  which  is  every  way  cxtenfive 
and  fertile,  particularly  weftward.  The  original  proprietors  of 
Hudfon  offered  to  purchafe  a  tra<rt  of  land  adjoining  the  fouth  part  of 
ihe  city  of  Albany,  and  were  conflrained,  by  a  refufal  of  the  propo- 
iition,  to  become  competitors  for  the  cemmerce  of  the  northerly 
country,  when  otherwife  they  would  have  added  great  wealjl> 
;md  confequence  to  Albany. 

POUGHKEEPSIE. 

,!  Poughkeepfie  is  the  fhire  town  of  Duchefs  county,  and  is  fituated 
upon  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  north  of  Wapping- 
kill  or  creek.  It  is  a  pleafant  little  town,  and  has  frequently  been 
ihe  feat  of  the  Sjate  goyernment. 

LANSINBURGH. 

;  J^anfinburgh,  formerly  called  the  New  City,  ftands  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Hudfon,  juft  oppofite  tp  the  fouth  branch  of  Mohawk 
fiver,  and  nine  miles  north  of  Albany.  It  is  a  very  flourilhing  place, 
.jpleafantly  ^tuaytcd  on  a,plaiA.at  the  foot  of  a  hill. 

i.^--^  ^'i^;::  .<;.n.,  .Ju!  T     .'iw- 


^Z4  GENERAL    DXSCRIPTIOK 

^>i:,,u:- ^ut.     .    ,  KINGSTON. 

;:'Kingfton  is  the  county  town  of  Ulfter.  Before  it  was  burnt  by  the 
Britifli,  m  1777,  it  contained  about  two  hundred  houfes,  regularly 
built  on  an  elevated  dry  plain,  ^t  the  mouth  of  a  little  pleafant  flream, 
called  ^fppus-kiH  or  creek,  that  empties  into  the  Hudfon,  but  ii 
neaily  tw a  miles  w^fl  from  tjie  river.     The  town  has  been  rebuilt.   ' 

SKENECTADY. 

Sken^6lady  is  fixteen  miles  northrweft  of  Albany,  in  Albany 
cpunty,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  river.  The  town  is 
compact  and  regular,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  a  fewj  in  thb^ 
old  Dutch  ftyle,  on  a  rich  flat  of  low  land,  furrounded  with  hills*' 
The  windings  of  the  river  through  the  town,  and  the  fields,  which' 
^re  often  overflowed  in  the  fpring,  afford  a  beautiful  profpeft  about 
haryeft  time.  As  ^t  is  at  the  foot  of  a  navigation  on  a  long  river, 
which  palTes  through  a  very  fertile  country,  one  would  fuppofeitta 
embrace  much  of  the  commerce  of  it  j  but  originally  knowing  nof 
other  than  the  fiir  trade,  fincethe  revolution  the  place  has  de9aye^' 
and  09  advantage  been  taken  of  its  happy  fituation.  -l  .  n^vsl 

i^     •  PLATTSBURGH. 

Plattf^urgh  is  an  cxteniive  townfliip  in  Clinton  coi\nty,  fituated 
on  the  weft  margin  of  lake  Champlain.  From  the  fouth  part  of  the: 
town  the  mountains  turn,  away  wide  from  the  lake,  and  leave* 
charming  tradt  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  loam,  well  watered,  and' 
about  an  equal  proportion  fnitable  for  meadow  and  for  tillage.  Thd 
land  rifes  in  a  gentle  afcent  for  feveral  miles  from  the  lake,  of  which 
every  farm  will  have  a  delightful  view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  town* 
fbip,  and  the  whole  county,  indeed,  which  at  prefent  contains  fe- 
veral thoufand  inhabitants,  was  a  wildernefs ;  now  they  have  W 
houfe  for  public  worfliip,  a  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  The  courts  of 
common  pleas  and  general  feflions  of  the  peace  fit  here  twice  in  a 
year.  They  have  artifans  of  almoft  every  kind  among  them,  and 
furnifli  among  themfelves  all  the  materials  for  building,  glafs  ex- 
cepted. Polite  circles  may  here  be  found,  and  the  genteel  traveller 
be  entertained  with  the  luxuries  of  a  fea  port,  a  tune  on  the  harpfi» 
chord,>-aiid  a  philofophical  converfation.  This,  with  many  other 
iaftances  of  the  kind,  ferve  to  verify  a  prophetic  remark,  in  a  letter 
«  of 


■ffOVt  or    NEW^YORK.  $i^ 

of  Congrefs  to  their  conftituents,  written  in  a  time  of  gloomy  deli 
pondency,  to  the  following  purport :  *'  Vaft  lakes  and  fivers, 
fc^rody  known  or  explored,  whofe  waters  have  rolled  for  ages  i^ 
iilence  and  obfcurity  to  the  ocean,  and  extenfive  wildernefTes  of  fcr$ 
tile  foil,  the  dwelling  place  of  favage  beJifts,  Ihall  yet  hear  the  din 
of  induftry,  become  fubfcrvient  to  commerce,  and  boaft  delightful 
villas,  gilded  fpires,  and  fpacious  cities  rifing  o;i  their  banks,  aii4' 
.fields  loade4  with  the  fruit  ©f  cultivatio4.''-    > 

'^r,  POPULATION. 

nThe  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State,  in  17S6,  was  two  htitti' 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  of 
which  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were  blacks. 
Jn  1756,  there  were  eighty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirtyt^ 
three  whites,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-two  blacks, 
»inety-iix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five  in  the  whole.  In 
l^^ip.there  weire  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  whites,  and  nineteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty -three  blacks ;  total  one  hundred  and  lixty-eight  thoufand  and 
ievca.  From  the  above  enumerations  it  appears,  that  the  average  in- 
creafe  of  inhabitants,  from  1756  to  1786,  was  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  population  in  1790,  was  three  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  j  but  from  what  has  al- 
ready been  obferved  refpeding  New-fYork,  Albany,  Stc.  it  is  evident 
that  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  cannot  be  much  (liorf  of  four 
hundred  thoufand.  A  confiderable  part  of  thefe  have  emigrated  from 
Eiu-ope  and  the  New-England  States,  Thefe  emigrations  have  been 
very  numerous,  particularly  from  Rhode-Ifland,  Connedticuf,  and 
Maflachufetts,  fince  the  peace  of  1783. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  cack 
tpwn  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790  : 
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SUMMARY   OF    POPULATION. 
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CURIOSITIES, 

In  the  county  of  Montgomery  is  a  fmall,  rapid  flream,  emptying 
into  Scroon  lake,  weft  of  lake  George ;  it  runs  under  a  hill,  the  bafe 
of  which  is  fixty  or  feventy  yards  diameter,  forming  a  moft  curious 
and  beautiful  arch  in  the  rock,  as  white  as  fnow.  The  fury  of 
the  water,  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  bottom,  added  to  the  terrific 
noife  within,  has  hitherto  prevented  any  perfon  from  palling  through 
the  chafm. 

In  the  townihip  of  Willlborough,  in  Clinton  county,  is  a  curious 
fplit  rock.  A  point  of  a  mountain,  which  projected  about  fifty 
yards  into  lake  Champlain,  appears  to  have  been  broken  by  fome 
violent  fliock  of  nature.  It  is  removed  from  the  main  rock  or  moun-p 
tain  about  twenty  feet,  and  the  oppofite  fides  fo  exactly  fuit  each 
other,  that  there  needs  no  other  proof  of  their  having  been  onc« 
ynited.  The  point  broken  off  cont^ns  about  half  an  acre,  and  is 
gQvered  with  wood.    The  height  of  the  rock  on  each  fide  of  the  fif-« 
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fure  is  about  twelve  feet.  Round  this  point  is  a  fpacious  bay,  flieU 
tered  from  the  loiuh  well  and  north-weft  winds  by  the  furronnding 
hills  and  woods.  On  the  weft  fide  are  four  or  five  finely  cultivated 
fams  vhich  altogether,  ar  certain  feaions,  and  in  certain  fituations, 
fojinone  of  the  moft  beautiful  landicapts  imaginable.  **  Sailing 
under  rhi-  coaft  for  fevera'  miles  before  you  come  to  Split  Rock,  the 
mountains,  rude  and  barren,  leem  to  hanjgf  over  the  paflenger  and 
threaten  deftruc^ion. — A  water,  boundlefs  to  the  fight,  lies  before 
him  ;  man  feels  his  own  iittleneis,  and  infideli  y  itfelf  pays  an  un- 
willing horn  ge  to  the  Creator.  Inftantly  and  unexpectedly  the; 
fcene  changt^s,  and  peeping  with  greedy  eye  through  the  fiffure, 
nature  prefents  to  the  view  a  filver  bafon,  a  verdant  lawn,  a  humble 
cottage,  a  golden  harveft,  a  majeftic  foreft,  a  lofty  mountain,  an 
azure  Iky,  riling  one  above  another  *'  in  juft  gradation  to  the  ama- 
zing whole.''*  • 

In  the  beginni'^g  of  the  year  1792  a  very  extraordinary  cavern, 
at  a  piace  calle!  by  the  Indians,  Sepaicot,  on  the  eil.te  of  the  Mif^ 
Rutlens,  at  Rhynbeck,  in  Duchefs  c unity,  was  difcovered.  A 
lad,  by  chnnce,  paiTing  near  .ts  entrance,  which  lay  between  two 
huge  rocks  on  the  declivity  of  a  iteep  hill,  on  prying  into  the 
glcom)  recefs,  faw  the  top  of  a  ladder,  by  vvhich  he  deicended  abou^ 
ten  feet,  and  f  )und  himlelf  in  a  fubterraneous  apartment,  more  ca- 
pacious than  he  chole  to  inveftigate.  He  found,  however,  that  it 
had  been  the  abode  of  perfons,  who  probably  during  the  war  not 
daring  to  be  feen  openly,  had  taken  ftielter  there,  as  bits  of  cloth 
and  pieces  of  leather  were  fcattered  about  its  floor.  He  then  left  thq 
place,  and  littie  more  was  thought  of  it,  until  the  month  of  Odober 
foUowmg,  when  the  writer  of  the  following  accouni^made  one  of 
a  large  party,  who  went  from  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood on  purpofe  to  examine  it,  *'  We  fouiid  its  entrance 
much  fmaller  than  we  expelled,  and  with  forae  difficulty  gained  the 
ladder,  by  means  of  vvhich  the  remaining  defcent  was  made  tolerably 
eafy.  Two  young  ladies  were  with  Us,  who  had  heroifm  enough  to 
make  the  trophimium  tour  with  us.  We  had  fix  candles  to  fcrutinize 
the  recell'es  of  the  apartment,  where,  perhaps,  light,  for  upwards  of 
five  thoufand  years  before,  had  never  gleamed.  We  found  the 
cave  divided  by  a  narrow  paflage  into  two  divifions  ;  the  firft  being; 
about  feventeen  feet  in  length,  and  fo  low,  that  a  child  of  eight  years 

'-■-  Mr.  M.  L.  Woolfey,   of  Plattfburgh.     To  this   ingenious  gentleman  the  public 
jire  indebted  for  much  valuable  information  concerning  Clinton    ounty. 
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old  could  but  juft  walk  upright  in  it ;  the  breadth  is  about  eight  or 
ten  feet.  The  fecond,  between  twelve  and  fourteen  feet  in  length, 
but  much  higher  and  broader,  than  the  firft.  In  this  laft  room  we 
found  that  three  bats  had  taken  up  their  winter  quarters,  and  hung 
fufpended  from  the  roof,  as  it  were,  by  the  very  tips  of  the  wingS, 
But  what  makes  the  cave  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice  is  the  petrify- 
ing qu:\lity  of  the  watttr,  that  by  a  gentle  oozing,  continually  drops 
from  every  part  of  the  ceiling,  the  whole  of  which  exadly  refembieg 
a  mill  gutter  in  a  frofty  morning,  with  a  thoiifand  icicles  impend- 
ing. Th  i"e  concretions  are  formed  by  the  water,  and  probably  are 
conftantly  increafmg.  They  have  in  almoft  evejy  reipe^l  the  appear- 
ance of  icicles,  and  may  be  broken  oft'  by  the  hand  if  not  more  than 
two  inches  in  circumference. '  They  appear  of  a  Confiilence  much 
like  indurated  lime,  almofl  tranfparent,  and  are  al!  perforated  quite 
through  the  whole  length,  with  a  ho'e  of  the  lize  of  t  latina  tobacco 
pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  water  unremittedly  drops,  although 
very  flow.  When  a  perfon  is  in  the  remoteft  loom,  and  the  lights 
are  removed  into  the  firfl,  thofe  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an 
appearance  more  fplendid  than  can  well  be  imagineJ.  Some  of  thofe 
ftony  icicles  have  at  length  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  nov/ 
form  pillars,  iomeof  more  than  two  feet  in  gii  th,  of  the  appearance 
of  marble,  and  almoil  as  hard.  They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solv)m;)n'3 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  imagination  very  eafily  giving  them  pedeflals  and 
chapiters,  and  even  wreathen  work. 

But  what  we  moft  admired,  was  the  Ikeleton  of  a  large  fnakc, 
turned  into  lolid  ftone  by  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water  before 
mentioned.  It  was  with  fonie  difficulty  torn  up  with  an  axe  from  the 
rock  it  lay  upon,  fome  of  which  adhered  to  it,  and  is  now  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  relator. 

We  found  the  inmoft  recefles  of  this  cavern  very  warm,  and  expe- 
rienced the  want  of  free  air  by  a  difficult  relpiration,  although  the 
pandles  burnt  very  clear."* 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  conflitution  of  this  State  provides  "  for  the  free  exercife 
and  enjoyment  of  religious  profeffion  and  worfliip,  without  difcri- 
rnination  or  preference  within  the  State,  for  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided that  the  liberty  of  confcience  hereby  granted,  fliall  not  be  fo 

*  Maflachufetts  Magazine  for  Novemler,  1792. 

con- 
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conllriied  ns  to  excufe  a6ts  of  Hcentioufnefs,  or  juftlfy  padkcs  in- 
conlillent  with  the  peace  and  fafecy  of  the  State." 

The  various  rehgioiis  denominations  in  this  State  are  the  fol- 
lowing ;  Englifli  Prelbyterians,  Dutch  reformed,  Baptifts,  Epif- 
copalians,  Friends  or  Quakers,  German  Lutherans,  Moravians, 
Methodifts,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  Shakers,  and  a  few  of  the 
followers  of  Jemima  Wilkinfon.  The  Shakers  are  principally 
fettled  at  New -Lebanon,  and  the  followers  of  Jemim.a  Wilkinton  at 
Geneva,  about  twelve  miles  fouth-weft  of  the  Cayoga  lake.  For 
the  peculiar  fentiments  of  thefe  various  religious  fefts,  fee  the  ge- 
neral account  of  the  United  States,  under  the  article  Religion. 

In  April,  1784,  the  legiflature  of  this  State  palTed  an  a6t,  ena- 
bling all  religious  denominations  to  appoint  truftees,  not  lefs  than 
three,  or  more  than  nine,  who  fliall  be  a  body  corporate,  for  th$ 
purpoie  of  taking  care  of  the  temporaHties  of  their  refpedive  congre-f 
gaiions,  and  for  the  other  purpofcs  therein  mentioned. 

The  minifters  of  every  denomination  in  the  State  are  fupported 
by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  people,  railed  generally  by 
i'ubicription,  or  by  a  tax  upon  the  pews ;  except  the  Dutch  churches 
in  New-Yoik,  Skenedlady,  and  Kingfton,  which  have,  except  the 
t\vo  I'lft,  large  eflates  confiriiied  by  charter.  The  EpifcopaJ  church 
alio  in  New- York  poUefles  a  very  large  eftate  in  and  near  the  city. 

The  efFcds  of  the  Revolution  have  been  as  greatly  and  as  happily 
felt  by  this,  as  by  any  of  the  United  States.  The  accellion  of  inhabi- 
tants tvithin  a  few  years  hds  been  great,  even  beyond  calculation;  and 
fo  long  as  lands  can  be  obtained  upon  advantageous  terms,  and  with 
a  good  title,  and  the  general  government  continues  to  protc6l  induf- 
try  and  encourage  commerce,  fo  long  they  will  continue  to  incrcafe. 
The  new  fcttlements  that  are  forming  in  the  northern  and  weftern 
parts  of  the  State,  are  principally  by  people  from  New-England.  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  Dutch  enterprife  few  or  no  fettlements.— ^^ 
Among  all  the  new  townfiiips  that  have  been  fettled  fmce  the  peace 
(and  they  have  been  aftonifliingly  numerous)  it  is  not  known  that 
one  has  been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.  Although  they  are  as  *'  intend 
upon  g^in"  as  other  people,  they  had  rather  reft  fecure  of  what  they 
pofiefs,  than  hazard  all  or  even  a  part,  in  uncertain  attempts  to  in- 
creafe  ir. 

The  Englifli  language  is  generally  fpoken  throughout  the  State, 
but  is  not  a  little  corrupted  by  the  Dutch  diale6t,  which  is  ftill  fpoken 
in  fome  counties,  particularly  in  King's,  Ulfter,  Albany,  and  that 

pa?* 
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part  of  Orange  which  lies  fouth  of  the  mountains.  But  as  Dutch 
fchbols  are  ahuoil,  if  not  wholly  difcontinued,  that  language,  in  a 
few  generations,  will  probably  ceafe  to  be  ufed  at  all ;  and  the  in- 
creafe  of  Englifli  fchools  has  already  had  a  perceptible  efted  in  the 
improvement  of  the  Englifli  language. 

The  manners  of  the  people  differ  as  well  as  their  language.  The 
anceftors  of  the  inhabitants  in  thefouthern  and  middle  parts  of  Long- 
Ifland  were  either  natives  of  England  or  the  immediate  defceiidanls 
of  the  firil:  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  their  manners  and  cuftoms 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their  anceftors.  The  counties  inhabited  bj 
the  Dutch  have  adopted  the  Englifli  manners  in  a  great  degree,  but 
ilill  retain  many  modes,  particularly  in  their  religion,  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  Hollanders.  They  are  indufl:rious,  neat,  and  economi- 
cal in  the  management  of  their  farms  and  their  families.  Whatever 
buflnefs  they  purfue,  they  generally  follow  the  old  track  of  their  tbre- 
^thers,  and  feldom  invent  any  new  improvements  in  agriculture, 
manufadiircs,  or  mechanics.  They  were  the  lirfl:  fettlers  of  this 
State,  and  were  particularly  friendly  to  the  Englifli  colony  that  fet- 
tled at  Plymouth  in  New-England,  in  1620;  and  continued  to 
be  amicably  difpofed  towards  the  Englifli  colonies  eafl:  of  them  until 
the  unhappy  difpute  arofe  concerning  the  lands  on  Connedicu  triver. 

The  revolution,  and  its  confequences,  have  had  a  very  perceptible 
influence  in  diffufing  a  fpirit  of  liberality  among  the  Dutch,  and  in 
difpeliing  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  national  prejudice.  Schools, 
academies,  and  colleges,  are  eflabliflied  and  eftablifliing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  in  the  Enghfli  and  learned  languages,  and  in 
the  arts  and  fciences,  and  a  literary  and  fcientific  fpirit  is  evidently 
increafing.  If  fuch  are  the  buddings  of  improvement  in  the  dawn  of 
the  American  empire,  what  a  rich  harveil  may  we  expeft  in  its  me- 
ridian ! 

The  city  of  New-York  is  inhabited  principally  by  merchants,  phy- 
iicians,  lawyers,  mechanics,  fliopkeepers,  and  tradefmen  compofed  of 
almofl  all  nations  and  religions.  They  are  generally  refpedable  in 
their  feveral  profeflions,  and  fultain  the  reputation  of  honefl,  punc- 
tual, and  fair  dealers. 

The  manners  and  charader  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  Colony  or 
State  will  take  their  colouring,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  the 
peculiar  manners  of  the  firft  fettlers.  It  is  much  more  natural  for 
emigrants  to  a  fettlement  to  adopt  the  cuftoms  of  the  original  inha- 
bitants, than  the  contrary,  even  though  the  emigrants  lliould  in 

length 


3^  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

length  of  time  become  the  moft  numerous.  Hence  it  is  that  the  lieafi 
nefs,  parfimony,  and  induftiy  of  the  Dutch,  were  early  imitated  by 
the  firft  Engliih  fettlers  in  the  province,  and,  until  the  revolution^ 
formed  a  diftingufliing  trait  in  their  provincial  character.  It  is  flill 
difcernible,  though  in  a  much  lefs  degree,  and  will  probably  continue- 
vilible  for  many  years  to  come. 

Befides  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  this 
State  many  emigrants  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  fome 
few  from  France.  Many  Germans  are  fettled  on  the  Mohawk,  and 
fome  Scots  people  on  the  Hudfon,  in  the  county  of  Wafhington. 
The  principal  part  of  the  two  former  fettled  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  retain  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  fome  of  them  the  lan- 
guage of  their  refpeftive  countries.  The  French  emigrants  fettled 
principally  at  New-Rochelle  and  on  Staten  ifland,  and  their  delcend- 
ants,  feveral  of  them,  now  fill  fome  of  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
Umted  States, 

AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  TRADE. 

New-York  is  confiderably  behind  her  neighbours  in  New-England, 
New-Jerfey,  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improvements  in  agri- 
culture and  manufactures.  Among  other  reafons  for  this  deficiency, 
that  of  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants  is  not  the  leaft.  Indeed 
their  local  advantages  have  been  fuch  as  that  they  have  grown  rich 
>vithout  enterprife.  Befides,  lands  have  hitherto  been  cheap,  and 
farms  of  courfe  large,  and  it  requires  much  lefs  ingenuity  to  raife 
one  thoufand  bulliels  of  wheat  upon  fixty  acres  of  land,  than  to  raife 
the  fame  quantity  upon  thirty  acres.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  far- 
mer in  New- York  can  have  fixty  acres  of  land  to  raife  one  thoufand 
bufliels  of  wheat,  he  will  never  trouble  himfelf  to  find  out  how  he 
can  raife  the  fame  quantity  upon  half  the  land.  It  is  population 
alone  that  fiamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  high 
improvements  in  agriculture.  When  a  man  is  obliged  to  maintain  a 
family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  invention  is  exercifed  to  find  out  every 
improvement  that  may  render  it  more  productive.  This  appears  to 
be  the  great  reafon  why  the  lands  on  Delaware  and  Connefticut  rivers 
produce  the  farmer  twice  as  much  clear  profit  as  lands  in  equal 
quantity  and  of  the  fame  quality  upon  the  Hudfon.  If  the  preced-^ 
ing  obfervation  be  juil,  improvements  will  keep  pace  with  population 
and  the  increafing  value  of  lands.  Another  caufe  which  has  hereto- 
fore operated  in  preventing  agricu'tural  improvements  in  this  State* 

has 
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iias  befcn  thelf  governrilent,  which,  in  the  manner  It  was  conducted 
imtn  the  revolution,  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  improvements  of 
almoft  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  agriculture.  The  governors 
were  many  of  them  land  jobbers,  bent"  oii  making  their  fortune?^ 
and  being  invefted  Vvith  povyer  to  do  th?s,  they  either  engroiTcd  for 
themfelves,  or  patented  away  to  their  particular  favourites,  a  very 
great  proportion  of  the  whole  province;  This,  as  has  been  before 
obferved,  proved  an  effedual  bar  to  population,  and  of  courfe,  ac- 
cording to  our  prcfent  hypotbefis,  has  kept  down  the  price  of  Jands, 
and  fo  prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  It  ought- to  be  ob^ 
fervcd,  in  this  connc6tion,  that  thefe  oTer-grovvn  eftatcs  touldbe 
cultivated  only  by  the  hands  of  tenants,  who,  having  no  right  in  thfe 
foil,  and  no  certain  profpecfl  of  continuing  upon  the  farm  \\^hich  they 
held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord,  had  no  motives  to  make  thofe  ex- 
penfive  improvements,  which,  though  not  immediately  produftii^e, 
would  prove  very  profitable  in  fome  future  period.  The  tenant,  d^ 
pendent  on  his  landlord  for  his  annual  fupport,  confines  his  view's 
and  improvements  to  the  prefent  year;  while  the  independent  free* 
holder,  fecure  of  his  eftate  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  carries 
his- views  into  futurity,  and  early  la-ys  the  foundation  for  growing 
improvement.  But  thefe  obftacles  have  been  removed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  by  the  revolution.  The  genius  of  the  government  of  this 
State,  however,  Hill  l^vouns  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have 
for  fome  years  back  been  granted  without  regard  either  to  quantity 
or  fettlement.  The  fine  fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  in  Montgo- 
mery county,  which  was  formerly  pofleired  by  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
and  other  land  jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  country,  has  beeii 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  is  now  fplit  up  into  freehold  eftates,  and 
fettling  with  aftonifliing  rapidity. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  will  in  a  great  meafure  account  for  the 
great  negled  of  manufa6tural  improvements.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his 
hiftory  of  New'York,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  obferved,  "  It  is 
much  owing  to  the  difproportion  between  the  number  of  our  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  vaft  tracts  Hill  remaining  to  be  fettled,  that  we 
have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  fcarcely  any  other  manufadures  than 
fuch  as  are  indifpenfably  neceflfary  for  our  homeconvenience."  This 
fame  caufe  has  operated  ever  fmce  in  the  fam'e  way,  though  not  of  late 
in  the  fame  degree. 

Great  improvements  in  agriculture  cannot  be  expe6led,  unlefs 
they  are  made  by  iiey,'  individuals  who  have  a"  particular  genius  for 
•  Vol.  II.  X  X  that. 
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that  bufincfs,  fo  long  as  lands  are  plenty  and  cheap ;  and  impi*ove- 
jne^ts  in  mannfadures  never  precede,  but  invariably  follow  improve- 
ments in  agriculture.  Thefe  obfervations  apply  more  particularly 
to  the  country.  The  city  of  New-York  contains  a  great  number  of 
people,  who  are  employed  in  various  kinds  of  manufa6lures.  Among 
many  other  articles  manufaftured  in  this  city,  are  wheel  carriages, 
of  3.11  kindS)  loaf  fugar,  bread,  beer,  flipes  and  boots,  faddlery,  cabi- 
Jiet  work,  cutlery^  hats,  wool  c.irds,  clocks,  watches,  potters  ware, 
umbrellas,  all  kinds  of  mathematical  and  mufical  inftruments,  fliips, 
^;id  .eyerj^  thing  neceffary  for  their  equipment.  Glafs  works,  and 
feveral.  iron  works  have  been  eftabliftied  in  different  parts  of  the 
jCQuntry,  but  they  never  till  Intely  have  been  very  produ(Slive, 
owing  Iblely  to  the  want  of  \i<rorkmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labour', 
its  neceflary  confequence.  The  internal  refources  and  advantages 
for  thefe  raanufa6tories,  fuch  as  ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  ilone,  pro- 
sper fituaiions  for  bloomeries,  forges,  and  all  kinds  of  water  works, 
are  immenfe;  There  are  feveral  paper  mills  in  the  State,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage.  The  manufa<5ture  of  maple  fugar,  within  a 
few  years  paft,  has  become  an  object  of  great  importance.  As  many 
as  three  hundred  chefts  of  four  hundred  pounds  each,  were  made  in 
the.  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year  1 791 ;  beiides  large 
c^uantities,  fufficient  for  home  confumpticm,  in  other  newly-fettled 
parts  of  the  State* 

The  fituation  of  New-York,  with  refped  to  foreign  markets,  haa 
Qecidcdly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  States.  It  has,  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  a  Ihort  and  eafy  accefs  to  the  ocean.  We  have  already 
mentioned  that  it  commands  the  trade  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
befl  fettled  and  bed  cultivated  parts  of  the  United  States.  New-York 
lias  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  but  has 
sivailedherfelf  of  them  to  their  full  extent. 

/  Their  exports  to  the  Weil-Indies  are,  bifcuit,  peas,  Indian  corn, 
apples,  onions,  boards,  itaves,  horfes,  fheep,  butter,  cheefe,  pickled 
oyfter^,  beef  and  pork.  But  wheat  is  the  flaple  commodity  of  the 
State,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand 
ieven  hundred  bufliels  were  exported  in  the  year  1775,  befides  two 
thoufand  five  bunded  and  fifty-five  tons  of  bread,  and  two  thoufand 
•eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tons  of  flour.  Infpe^ors  of  flour 
are  appointed  to  prevent  impofitions,  and  fee  that  none  is  exported 
but  that  which  is  deemed  by  thegi  merchantable.  Weft-India  goods 
^rc  received  in  return  for  thefe  artiijlcs.    Befides  the  above  men- 

tiooed 
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tioned  articles,  are  exported  flaac-feed,  cotton  wool,  farfaparilla,  cof- 
fiee,  indigo,  rice,  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  afli,  pearl  afli,  furs,  deef 
ikins,  log-wood,  fuftic,  mahogany,  bees-wax,  oil,  Madeira  wine, 
rum,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  whale  fins,  fifli,  fiigars,  molalTes,  fait, 
tobacco,  lard,  &c.  but  moft  of  thefe  articles  are  imported  for  rd-ex- 
portation.  The  trade  of  this  State  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the 
revolution,  and  the  balance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  its  favour.  The 
exports  to  foreign  parts,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  i79rV 
confifting  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  amounted  to 
two  million  five  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred  arid 
ninety-feven  dollars.  This  State  owned  in  1792  forty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  tons  of  fliipping,  befides  which  file  found 
employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  foreign  vefl^els.* 

There  are  two  or  three  incorporated  Banks  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  befides  a  branch  of  the  national  bank,  and  one  has  lately  been 
eftabliflied  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

SOCIETIES.  '  ^>*'J^'^vv 

There  are  very  few  focieties  for  improvement  in  knowledge  ^or 
humanity  in  this  State;  and  thefe  few  are  in  the  city  of  New-V'orlc. 
The  firll  is,  "  The  fociety  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge."  This 
fociety  is  upon  an  efi:ablifiiment  fimilar  to  other  philofophical  foci- 
eties in  Europe  and  America,  but  it  is  not  incorporated.  The  mem- 
bers meet  once  a  month.  Secondly,  *'  The  lociety  for  the  manu- 
miffion  of  flaves  and  protecting  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be 
liberated,'*  This  fociety  meets  once  a  quarter.  Both  thefe  focieties 
confift  of  gentlemen  of  the  firfl:  charat^ter  in  the  city,  and  of  fomeiii 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fociety,  a 
fociety  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors  confined  in  gaol,  a  manufac- 
turing fociety,  an  agricultural  fociety  lately  eftabliftied,  of  which 
the  members  of  the  legiflature  arc  ex  offidis  members,  and  a  medical 
fociety. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1794,  a  fociety  was  inftitnted  at  New-Yqrt^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  "  affording  information  and  afliftance  to  perfons 
emigrating  from  foreign  countries."  The  following  refolutions  and 
conflitution  will  fully  explain  the  laudable  objects  of  this  Society. ' 

<■•■■■-    ^■^r:^'\ 

*  The  great  incrcafe  of  American  commerce  ropft  have  jtiadc  a  very  cdiJ^d^ble 
«-iJit!ofl  to  the  ftjipping  of  this  dry  fincc'the^above'^loa."    ' '   :  '^.  *'i"^l!^  \7.'  **"* 
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*'  >f/  a^efpeBahle  meetings  held  in  the  city  ofNe^jj^Torl^for  the  purpo/gL .  .^ 
of  considering  on  the  propriety  of  ejiahlijhing  a  fociety  for  the  in  for  may,  ^^ 
'tionand,  ajji/iance  ofpcrfms  emigrating  from  foreign  countries^u^  ?'ii(r'r'*^^ 

r<_^  It  was  ynammoi^lly  refolved,  that  from  the  great  increafe  of  emn 
^ration  from  Europe.^',%e  United  States,  ir.  is  highly  expediepttd   ,.; 
form  fuch  an  inftitutioni 

.*f'ln,  conformity  to  the  above  refohition,  a  fociety  was  inftituted 
on  th^^jtacj.bf  Mgy,  i^rg^.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  their  con- 
^itution, 

,  **  Whereas,  from  the  oppreifions  of  many  of  the  governments  of 
Europe,  and  the- public,  calamities  hkely  to  enfue,  perfons  of  various 
defcriptions  are  emigraung  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  pro^ 
te£tion  and  lafety :  And 

*f  Whei-eas  emigrants,  upon  their  firft  arrival  in  thefe  States,  fre-  ■ 
quently  fuilain  inconveniencies  in  confcquence  of  their  being  unac^ 
quaintcd  with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  the 
moft  ehgible  mode  of  eftablifliing  thcmfelves  in  their  feveral  pro-, 
fe^iorjs : 

fj„  "VVe,  the  fubfcribcrs,  a^ree  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  fociety,  foj;; 
the  purpofe  of  aSbrding  information  and  cncQuragement  to  perfons  of 
the  above  defcription :  Apd  l"or  the  better  effecTring  thele  objeds,, 
adopt  tjie,  following  ^     "' 

,        .  .  ,  qONSriTUTION  : 

.  _.^ji,T)ii?  fociety  fiiall  be  known  and  dilti^iguiflied  by  the  name  and 
defiyipfion  of  "  The  New-rYork  fociety  for  the  information  and 
^ITvft^ll^c^pf.peffpns  emigrating  from  foreign  count!  ies." 
,  %/f,»r.The  fpciety  fliiaU,n.ieei:  regularly  the  fti  fl  Thurfday  in  every 
month,  or  oftener  if  necelTary,  at  fuch  tiu.e  and  place. as  tJiey  may 

*♦  3.  No  perfon  fliall  be  admitted  into  this  fociety  but  upon-the  re--  ' 
commendation  o^  two  Menibers,  and  with- the  ccnfent  of  a  majority, 
to  be  takpn  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  of  the, /fociety  immediately;  jlupi 
cceding  that  at  wliicl:^fuch.pei<fon  fliall  havt^  been  pi-opofed.,_^^)y;'j4  r, 

"•*  4.;The  oliicers  9f  this  fociety  fhalleoufiil  oi ^  preiident,  vicc- 
prefident,  treafurer,  fecretary,  andaconniv.tree  of  conference  and  cor* 
refponde  nee,  to  be  elected  ^ybaiJot  every  fix, months.  - 

^*  5.  The  committee.t>f  conference  and  corrd'pondence  fliall  eonfiji 
tCfcveo  ipcnr.bers,  of  whom  the  fecretary  for  the  time  being  fliall  be 

4  o^e  j 


one  ;  they  -(hall  corrqfpond  with  individuals  and  public  bodies  for 
promoting  the  obje(5^ts  of  this  inftitution ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  emi- 
grants, fliall  afford  theiBfuch  infonnatioa  aad  alliliance  as  their  re- 
fpedive  circumfta^es  ^may  require,  and  thfiv  fuiids  of  the-fociety 
enable  them  to  grant. 

"6.  This  confUtutioo  fhall  not  be  altered,  except  fuch  alteration 
be  propofed  at  one  mating,  and  agreed  to  at  the  fucceediag  meeting    ^ 
by  three-fourths  of  the  members  prefent." 

Wm.  Sing,  ,Prerident, 

L.  Wayland,  Secretary,  r 

LITERATURE. 

Until  the  year  1754,  there  was  no  college  in  the  province  of  New-  V 
York.  -  The  ftate  of  literature,  at  that  time,  I  fhall  give  in  the  wor<i| 
of  their  hiftorian  :*    **  Our  fchools  are  in  the  lowell:  order  ;  thein^ 
ftru£lors  want  ilifirufiion,  and  throngh  a  long  and  (hameful  negle<^ 
of  all  the  arts  and  fcicnces,  our  common  fpecch  is  extremely  corrupt*  " 
and  the  evidences  of  a  bad  taile,  both  as  to  thought  and  languag^, 
are  vifible  in  all  our  pi'oceedings,  public  and  private."     This  may 
have  been  a  juft  reprefentation  at  the  time  v/hen  it  was  written  jbjj^'^ 
much  attention  has  fince  been  paid  to  education.     Thei'e  are  eight; 
incorporated  academies  in  different  parts  of  the  State;  but  matiyi' 
parts  of  the  country  are  yet  either  unfurnillied  with  fchools,  or  tho" 
fchools  which  they  have  ai:e  kept  by  low,  ignorant  men,  which  are' 
worfe  than  none  j  for  children  had  better  remain  in  ignorance  than 
be  badly  taught,  ^le  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  legiilature  have  lately 
patronized  collegiate  and  academic  education,  by  granting  a  larg© 
gratuity  to  the  college  and  academies  in  this  State,  which,  in  addition  ' 
to  their  former  funds,  renders  their  endowments  handfome,  and  adc-^ 
quate  to  their  expenditures,  ,    ' 

King's  college,  in  the  city  of  New-^York,  was  principally  founded 
by  the  voluntary  contiibutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province, 
affiled  by  the  General  Aflembly,  and  the  corporation  •  of  Trinity 
Church;  in  the  year  1754,  a  royal  charter  (and  grant  of  money> 
being  then  obtained,  incorporating  a  number  ot  gentlemen  theiei-tt 
Epentioned,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Governors  of  the  College  of  the 
Province  of  New-York,  in  the  City- of  New- York,  in  America  ;**^ 
and  granting  to  them  and  their  fucccflbrs  for  ever,  amongft 
various    otlier   rights    and    privilege^,  .the    povrer    of    coaferdng 

*  Smith's  Uiftoiy  of  New- York. 
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all  fach  degrees  as  are  ufually  conferred  by  cither  of  the  Englifli 
univerfities. 

By  the  charter  it  was  provided  that  the  prefident  (hall  always  be  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  a  form  of  prayer  colle6led 
from  the  liturgy  of  that  church,  with  a  particular  prayer  for  the  col- 
Jege,  (hall  be  daily  ufedy  morning  and  evening,  in  the  college 
chapel;  at  the  fame  time,  no  tell  of  their  religious  perfuadon  was 
required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  profeifors,  or  tutors ;  and  the 
advantages  of  education  were  equally  extended  to  fludents  of  all  de- 
nominations. 

The  building,  which  is  only  one  third  of  the  intended  (Irudure, 

confifts  of  an  elegant  ftone  edifice,    three  complete  (lories  high, 

/  with  four  (lair  cafes,    twelve  apartments  in   each,  a  chapel,  hall, 

library,  mufeum,  anatomical  theatre,   and  fchool  for  experimental 

philofophy. 

The  college  is  lituated  en  a  diy  gravelly  foil,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  bank  of  Hudfon*s  river,  which  it  overlooks ; 
commanding  a  moft  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpe<5l. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  palTed  an  aft  conflituting 
twenty-one  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  governor  and  lieutenant-go- 
vernor for  the  time  being  are  members  ex  officHs^  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  of  the 
State  of  New-York."  They  are  entrulled  with  the  care  of  literature 
in  general  in  the  State,  and  have  power  to  grant  chaners  of  incorpo- 
ration for  ere6ling  colleges  and  academies  throughout  the  State,  they 
are  to  vifit  thefe  inditutions  as  often  as  they  (hall  think  proper,  and 
report  their  (late  to  the  legiflature  once  a  year. 

King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  is  now  called 
Columbia  College.  This  college,  by  an  aft:  of  the  legiflature 
pafTed  in  the  fpring  of  1787,  was  put  under  the  care  of  twenty-four 
/gentlemen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  (lyle  of 
**  The  Truftees  of  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of  New-York." 
This  body  po(refs  all  the  powers  veded  in  the  governors  of  King's 
college  before  the  revolution.  Or  in  the  regents  of  the  univerfity 
fince  the  revolution,  fo  far  as  their  power  relpefted  this  inftitutlon. 
No  regent  can  be  a  truftee  of  any  particular  college  or  academy  in  the 
State.  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  have  power  to  confer  the 
higher  degrees,  and  them  only. 

The  college  edifice  has  received  no  additions  fince  the  peace.  The 
funds,  e^clufive  of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature,  amount  to  be- 
tween 
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tweeii  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  currency,  the  income  of 
which  is  fufficient  for  prefent  exigencies. 

This  college  is  now  in  a  thriving  (late,  and  has  about  one  hundred 
Audents  in  the  four  clafles,  befidcs  medical  fludents.  The  officers  of 
inftrudion  and  immediate  government  are  a  prefident,  profefTor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  a  profeflbr  of  logic  and  geogra- 
phy, and  a  profeiTor  of  languages.  A  complete  medical  fchool  haa 
been  lately  annexed  to  the  college,  and  able  profeflors  appointed  by 
the  trultees  in  every  branch  of  that  important  fcience,  who  regularly 
teach  their  refpedlive  branches  with  reputation.  The  number  of 
medical  {Indents  is  about  fifty,  but  they  are  increafing.  The  library 
and  mufeum  were  deftroyed  during  the  war.  The  philofophicai 
apparatus  is  new  and  complete. 

Of  th'e  eight  incorporated  academies,  one  is  at  Flatbufli,  in  King's 
county,  on  Long-lfland,  four  miles  from  Brooklyn-ferry.  It  is 
firuated  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village.  The  building  is  large, 
handfome,  and  convenient,  and  is  called  Erafmus  Hal!.  The  aca- 
demy is  flourifliing  under  the  care  of  a  principal  and  other  fubordi- 
nate  inftrudors. 

There  is  another  at  Eail  Hampton,  on  the  eafl  end  of  Long- 
lfland,  by  the  name  of  Clinton  Academy.  The  others  are  in 
different  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  are  fchools  eftabliflied 
and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  parents^  A 
fpirit  for  literary  improvement  is  evidently  diffufmg  its  influence 
throughout  the  State. 

CONSTITUTION.      (  ''^ 

Confiitution  of  the  State  of  Nctv-Tork,  cjlahlijhed  hy  the   Conv(nii(yn^ 
aiithorifcd  and  empov^ered for  that  Purpofe,  April  20,    1777. 


n... 


I.  This  Convention,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  doth  ordain,  determine,  and  'declare,  that 
no  authority  fliall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  exercifed  over  the 
people  or  members  of  thip  State,  but  fuch  as  fiiali  be  derived  from  and 
granted  by  them. 

il.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  dt-terraine,  and  declare, 
that  the  fupreme  legifiative  power,  within  this  State,  fliall  be  vcfted 
jn  two  fepar^te  aad  diftinc^  bodies  of  nr.enj  t^e  one  to  b?  called. 


344  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

The  AsSfiM-BLY  of  the  State  of  New-York;  the  other  Co  be 
called,  The  Senate  of  the  State  of  New -York  ;  who,  together, 
fliall  form  the  legiflature,  and  meet  once  at  leaft  in  every  year  for 
the  difpatch  of  bufrnefk^^  f/j  JiiJ.;        -    :  '^ 

lil.  And  whereas  laws  incotififtent  with  the  fpirit  of  this  Conftitn- 
tion,  or  with  the  fKiblic  goodj  may  be  haftily  and  nnadvifedly  paiTed, 
be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  the  chancellor, 
nnd  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  together 
with  the  governor,  fliall  be,  and  hereby  are  conftituted  a  council 
to  revife  all  bills  about  to  be  pafTed  into  laws  by  the  legiflature ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  fhall  afTemble  themfelves,  from  time  to 
time,  when  the  kglfiature  (hall  be  convened  ;  for  which,  neverthe- 
lefs,  they  (liall  not  receive  any  falary  or  confideration,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  And  that  all  bills  which  have  pafled  in  the  Senate 
and  Aflernbly,  fliall,  before  they  become  laws,  be  prefented  to  the 
f^id  council  for  their  revifal  and  confideration  j  and  if  upon  fuch  re- 
tifal  and  confideration,  it  fliould  appear  improper  to  the  faid  council, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  faid  bill  fliould  become  a  law  of  this 
State,  that  they  return  the  fame,  together  with  their  objedions 
thereto  in  writing,  to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Afl^embly,  in  which 
foever  the  fiime  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  obje^tion^ 
fent  down  by  the  council  at  large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed 
to  re-conflder  the  faid  bill.  But  if  after  fuch  re-conflderation,  two- 
thirds  oF  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Afllembly  fliall,  notwithftanding 
the  faid  objection?,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objeftions,  be  f.nt  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  it 
fliall  alfo  be  re-confidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers prefent,  fliall  be  a  law. 

'  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unneceflliry  delays,  be  it  farther  or- 
dained, that  if  any  bill  fliall  not  be  returned  by  the  council  within 
ten  days  after  it  fliall  have  been  prefented,  the  fame  fliall  be  a  law, 
iinlefs  the  legiflature  fliall,  by  their  adjournment,  render  a  "return  of 
the  faid  bill  witiiin  ten  days  impradicable  ;  in  which  cafe  the  bill  fliall 
be  returned  on  the  firfl  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  faid  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  Aflembly  fliall  conflfl:  of  at  leaft  feventy  members^ 
to  be  annually  chofcn  in  the  fcveral  counties,  in  the  proportions  ioU 
lowing,  viz. 

The  city  and  county  of  New-York^  nwct 

TThe  cit\- and  county  of  Albany,  /f». 
'       ^  The 
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The  county  of  Duchefs,  feycn, 
-     v'-^'  The  county  of  Weft  Chefter,  fix, 
•'   The  county  of  Ulfter, /;*;. 

The  county  of  Suffolk,  firve,  ''' '  '''^'''^  ^^'^  ' 

'^         The  county  of  Queen's,  yi>ar. 
'    *■   /    The  county  of  Orange,  y<7«r.. 
'     •  "     The  county  of  King's,  inxjo. 

The  county  of  Richmond,  i'wo. 
The  county  of  Tryon,  fix. 
The  county  of  Charlotte, /<7«r. 
The  county  of  Cumberland,  /^rr^. 
The  county  of  Gloucefter,  tivo. 
V.  That  as  foon  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years  fubfequent  to  the 
termination  of  the  pref^nt  war  as  may  be,  a  cenfus  of  the  electors 
and  inhabitants  in  this  State  be  taken,  under  the  diredion  of  the  le- 
giflature.  And  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear  that  the  number  of  re- 
prefentatives  in  Aflembly  from  the  faid  counties,  is  not  juftly  propor- 
tioned to  the  number  of  eleftors  in  the  faid  counties  refpe<5lively, 
that  the  legiflature  do  adjuft  and  apportion  the  fame  by  that  rule.  And 
farther,  that  once  in  every  feven  years  after  the  taking  of  th<5  faid 
firft  cenfus,  a  juft  account  of  the  eleftors  refident  in  each  county 
fhall  be  taken ;  and  if  it  fliall  thereupon  appear  that  the  number  of 
electors  in  any  county  (hall  have  increaied  or  diminiflied  one  or  more 
feventieth  parts  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  which  on  the  faid 
firft  cenfus  ftiail  be  found  in  this  State,  the  number  of  reprefen- 
tatives   for  fuch  county   fliall   be    increafed  or  diminiflied    accor- 
dingly, that  is  to  fay,  one  reprcfentative  for  every  feventieth  part  as 
.aforefaid. 

VI.  And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  long  prevailed  among  divers  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  voting  at  elections  by  ballot 
would  tend  more  to  preferve  the  liberty  and  equal  freedom  of  the 
people  thai)  voting  m<vd  'voce :  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  a  fair  ex* 
periraent  be  made,  which  of  thofe  two  methods  of  voting  is  to  be 
preferred. 

Be  it  ordained,  that  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  termination  of  the 
prefent  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain, 
^n  a6t  or  a6ls  be  paflcd  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State,  for  caufing  all 
pledions  thereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State,  for  fenators  and  repre- 
fentatives  in  Aflembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing  the  manner  in 
ivhich  the  fame  fliall  be  cunduded.  And  whereas  it  is  polfible,  that 
i^xYoh^U,       '  Yy  after 
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after  all  the  care  of  the  legiflature  in  framing  the  faid  a6l  or  a£ts,  ccr»* 
tain  inconveniencies  and  mifchiefs^  iinforefeen  at  this  day,  may  bot 
found  to  attend  the  faid  mode  of  eleding  by  ballot^ 

It  is  farther  ordained,  that  if  after  a  full  and  fair  experiment  (liall  be 
made  of  voting  by  ball^ot  aforefaid,  the  fame  fliall  be  fouad  lefs  con- 
ducive to  the  fafety  or  intereil  of  the  State  than  the  method  of  voting 
viva  voce,  it  ihall  be  lawful  and  conftitutional  for  the  legiflature  to. 
abolifli  the  fame  :  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent  in  each 
houfe  refpedively  fliall  concur  therein :  and  farther,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  and  until  the  legiflature  of 
this  State  fliall  provide  for  the  -eledion  of  fenators  and  reprefen- 
tatives  in  Aflembly  by  ballot,  the  faid  elections  fliall  be  made  vivd 
xupce* 

VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  fliall  have  per- 
ibnally  refided  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  for  fix  months 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  ele6tion,  fliall,  at  fuch  eledion,  be 
,cntitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  of  the  faid  county  in  Afl^embly,  if,  . 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  he  fliall  have  been  a  freeholder  poflefling  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  within  the  faid  county,  or 
have  rented  a  tenement  therein  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fliillings, 
and  been  rated  and  adually  paid  taxes  to  this  State  :  provided 
always,  that  every  perfon  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Al- 

^bany,  or  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New-York,  oy  or 
before  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  and  fliall  be  aftually  and 
ufually  refident  in  the  faid  cities  refpedively,  fliall  be  entitled  to 
vofe  for  reprefentatives  in  Afl'embly  within  his  faid  place  of  refi- 
dence. 

VIII.  That  every  elector,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fliall,  if 
required  by  the  returning  oflicer,  or  either  of  the  infpedors,  take  aa 
oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  affirmation  of  allegiance 

.tp  the  State. 

IX.  That  the  Afl'embly  thus  conftituted  fliall  choofe  their  own 
fpeaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges, and  proceed  in  doing  bufinefs  in  like  manner  as  the  Aflemblies 
of  the  colony  of  New-York  of  right  formerly  did  ;  and  that  a  majority 
of  the  faid  members  fliall^  from  time  to  time,^co;iftitute.a  houfe  to 

-proceed  upon  bufinefs.  '     ;  ;.^  ;      ;    ,,  ,^i^^,y;.,,:.^fro:: 

X.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  arid  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  prdain,  determiQe,  apd  de- 
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€lare,  th:it  the  fenate  of  the  State  of  New-York  fliall  confift  of 
twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  body  of  the  free- 
liolders,  and  that  they  be  chofen  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State  pof- 
fefled  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  over  and 
above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

XI.  That  the  members  of  the  fenate  be  elefted  for  four  years; 
and  immediately  after  the  firft  election,  they  be  divided  by  lot  into 
four  clafles,  fix  in  each  clafs,  and  numbered  one,  two,  three  and 
four  ;  that  the  feats  of  the  members  of  the  firft  clafs  fliall  be  vacated 
at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  year,  the'fecond  clafs  the  fecond  yeat,' 
and  fo  on  continually ;  to  the  end  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  fenate, 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  may  be  annually  chofen. 

XII.  That  the  ele(5i:ion  of  fenators  fliall  be  after  this  manner  :  that 
fo  much  of  this  State  as  is  now  parcelled  into  counties,  be  divided 
into  four  great  diftrids ;  the  fouthern  diftri61:  to  comprehend  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  Suffolk,  Weft-Chefter,  King's,  Queen*s,  and 
Richmond  counties  j  the  middle  diftri6t  to  comprehend  the  counties 
of  Duchefs,  Ulfter  and  Orange  j  the  weftern  diftrid,  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the  eaftern  diftrift,  the 
counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucefter.  That  the  fe^ 
nators  fliall  be  elected  by  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  diftri^ls,  quali- 
fied as  aforefaid,  in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit,  in  the  fouthern 
diftri6t  nine,  in  the  middle  diftri^l  fix,  in  the  wefl:ern  diftrift  fix, 
and  in  the  eaftern  diitrict  three.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  a  cenfus 
fliall  b'e'  taken  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years 
from  the  termination  of  the  prefent  war,  under  the  direftionof  the 
legiflature  :  and  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear,  that  the  number 
of  fenators  is  not  juftly  proportioned  to  the  feveral  diftri6ls,  that 
the  legiflature  adjuft  the  proportion  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  num- 
ber of  freeholders,  qualified  as  aforefaid  in  each  diftri6t.  That  when 
the  number  of  electors  within  any  of  th'e'  faid  diftrifts  fliall  have 
increafed  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  electors, 
which,  by  the  faid  cenfus,  fliall  be  found  to  be  in  this  State,  an  ad^ 
ditional  fenator  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  eleftors  of  fuch  diftria.  That 
a  majority  of  the  number  of  fenators  to  Ke  chofen  as  aforefaid  fliall 
be  neceflary  to  conftitute  a  fenate  fufficient  to'  proceed  upon  buljnefs, 
and  that  the  fenate  fliall,  in  like  manner  with  the  Afl^embly,  be  the 
judges  of  its  own  members.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  it  fliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  fiitui^e  legiflature'^  of  i!hife-'st^te,'''fbifth6' convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  good  pfebple  thereof,  to^ivide  the'fame  into 

Y  T  z  fuch 
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fuch  farther  and  other  counties  and  diftrids,  as  ,fliaU  to  them  appdtf; 
neeeflary,  ,  ,.:/ 

XIII.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  that  no  member  of  this  State  fliall  be  disfranchifcd,  or  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  fecured  to  the  fubjefts  of 
this  State  by  this  conftitution,  unlefs  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the 
judgement  of  his  peers. 

Xiy.  That  neither  the  AfTembly  nor  the  fenate  Ihall  have  power 
to  adjourn  themfelves  for  any  longer  time  than  two  days,  without 
the  mutual  coufent  of  both.  '     . 

XV.  That  whenever  the  AfTembly  and  fenate  difagree,  a  conference 
fiiall  be  held  in  the  prefence  of  both,  and  be  managed  by  commit*- 
tees  to  be  by  them  refpe(5lively  chofen  by  ballot.  That  the  doors  both 
of  the  fenate  and  AfTembly  fliall  at  all  times  be  kept  open  to  all  per- 
fons,  except  when  the  welFare  of  the  State  fliall  require  their  de- 
bates to  be  kept  fecret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  proceedings 
fliall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accuflomed  by  the  General 
AfTembly  of  the  colony  of  New- York,  and  except  fuch  parts  as  they 
fliall,  as  aforefaid,  refpeftively  determine  not  to  make  public,  be 
from  day  to  day  (if  the  bufinefs  of  the  iegiflature  will  permit)  pub- 
liOied. 

XVI.  It  is  neverthelefs  provided,  that  the  number  of  fenators 
fliall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number  of  AfTembly  three 
hundred  i  but  that  whenever  the  number  of  fenators  fhall  amount  to 
one  hundred,  or  of  the  AfTembly  to  three  hundred,  then,  and,  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  Iegiflature  fliall  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  by  laws 
for  that  purpofe,  apportion  and  diflribute  the  faid  one  hundred  fe- 
nators, and  three  hundred  reprefentatives,  among  the  great  diflriSf 
and  counties  of  this  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  re- 
fpe^ive  eleftors;  fo  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  good  people  of 
this  State,  both  in  the  Senate  and  AlTembly,  fhall  for  ever  remain 
proportionate  and  adequate. 

XVII.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  fupreme  executive  power  and  amhority  of  this  State 
fliall  be  vefled  in  a  governor  ;  and  that  ilatedly,  once  in  every  three 
years,  and  as  often  as  the  feat  of  government  fliall  become  vacant,  a 
wife  and  difcreet  freeliolder  of  this  State  fliall  be  by  ballot  ekaed 
governof  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  qualified  as  before  defcribed 

t« 


OF    NEW-YO-RK.  ^4-4 

to  cle£t  fenators ;  which  eledtions  lliall  be  always  held  at^the  times 
and  places  of  chufing  reprefentatives  in  Affembly  for  each  refpeftivo 
county  ;  and  that  the  perfon  who  hath  the  greateft  nmnber  of  votet 
within  the  faid  btate  ihall  be  governor  thereof. 

XVIII.  That  the  governor  fliall  conthiu^  in  office  three  years,' 
and  flmll,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  this  State ;  that  he  lliall 
have  power  to  convene  the  Affembly  and  fenate  on  extraordinary 
occafioHs,  to  prorogue  them  from  time  to  time,  provided  fuch  proro- 
gations (hail  not  exceed  fixty  days  in  the  fpace  of  any  one  year  ;  and 
at  his  difcretion  to  grant  eprieves  and  pardons  topeifons  convicted  of 
crimes,  other  than  treafon  or  murder,  in  which  he  may  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  fentence,  until  it  fhall  be  reported  to  the  legiflature 
at  their  fubfeqiient  meeting ;  and  they  lliall  either  pardon  or  dire£b 
the  execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  farther  reprieve. 

XIX.  That  it  lliall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  inform  the  le- 
giflature,  at  every  feffions,  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  fo  far  as  may 
refpeft  his  department  j  to  recommend  fuch  matters  to  their  con- 
fideration  as  lliall  appear  to  him  to  concern  its  good  government, 
welfare  and  prcfperity ;  to  correfpond  with  the  Continental  Con grels 
and  other  States,  to  tranfa6t  all  neceffary  bulinefs  with  the  officers 
of  government,  civil  and  military  ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  arc 
faithfully  executed  to  the  bell  of  his  ability ;  and  to  expedite  all  fucb 
meafures  as  may  be  refolved  upon  by  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  a  lieutenant-governor  fliall,  at  every  election  of  a  go- 
vernor, and  as  often  as  the  lieutenant-governor  fliall  die,  refign,  or 
be  removed  from  office,  be  elected  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  20- 
vcmor,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  eledion  of  a  governor ; 
and  fuch  lieutenant-governor  fliall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  preli- 
dent  of  the  fenate,  and,  upon  an  equal  divifion,  have  a  calling  voice 
in  their  decifions,  but  not  vote  on  any  other  occalion. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refignation,  or  abfence  from  the  State,  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor fliall  exercife  all  the  power  and  authority  appertain- 
ing to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another.be  chpfen,  or  the  gover- 
nor abfent  or  impeached,  fliall  return  od  be  acquitted.  '  Provided, 
that  where  the  governor  fliall,  witH  the;Confent  of  the  legiflature, 
be  out  of  the  State,  in  time  of  w^r,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force 
thereof,  he  fliall  flill  continue  in  his  «immand  of  all  the  militaiy 
force  of  the  State,  both  by  fea  and  land,       •       ;';     , 

XXI.  That 


XXI.  That  whenever  the  government  fhall  be  adminiftere d  hf 
ihe  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  /hall  be  unable  to  attend  as  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  the  fenators  fliall  have  power  to  ele<5l  one  of  their  own 
members  to  the  office  of  prefident  of  the  fenate,  which  he  Ihall  exercife 
j^ro  hac  vice*  And  if,  during  fuch  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor,' 
the  lieutenant-governor  fhall  be  impeached,  difplaced,  refign,  die, 
or  be  abfent  from  the  State,  the  prefident  of  the  fenate  fliall  in  like 
manner  as  the  lieutenant-governor,  adminifler  the  government,  until 
Others  (hall  be  cle6ted  by  the  fuiFrage  of  the  people  at  the  fucceeding 
cleftion. 

XXII.  And  ^his  Convention  dotli  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  thd 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  treafurer  of  this  State  fliail  be  appointed  by  a6t  of 
the  legiflature,  to  originate  with  the  Aflembly ;  provided,  that  he 
fliall  not  be  ele6ted  out  of  either  branch  of  tbe  legiflature. 

XXIII.  That  all  officers,  other  than  thofe  who  by  this  conflitutioii 
are  direded  to  be  otherwife  appointed,  (hall  be  appointed  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit,  the  Aflembly  fliall  once  in  every  year 
'Openly  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  fenators  from  each  great  dif- 
\x\^y  which  fenators  fliall  form  a  council  for  the  appointment  of  the 
faid  officers,  of  which  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  or  the  lieutenarit- 
governor,  or  the  prefident  of  the  fenate,  when  they  fliall  refpedively 
adminifl:er  the  government,  fliall  be  prefident,  and  have  a  calling 
voice,  hut  no  other  vote ;  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid 
council  fliall  appoint  all  the  faid  officers ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
faid  council  be  a  quorum.  And  farther,  the  faid  fenators  fliall  not 
i>e  eligible  to  the  faid  council  for  two  years  fucc'effively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  during  pleafurc  5 
that  all  commiffioned  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  commiffioned 
l)y  the  governor;  atid  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  firfl:  judge  of  the  county  court  in  every  county,  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until  they  fliall  have  refpecftively 
attained  the  age  of  fixty  years. 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall 
i^ot  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  delegate 
to  the  General  Congrefs  upoil  fpecial  occafions ;  and  that  the  firft 
judges  of  the  county  courts  in  the  feveral  counties  fliall  not  at  the 
fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  fenator  or  delegate 
to  the  General  Congrers.     But  if  the  chanGelbr,  Or  either  of  the  faid 

judges. 
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judges,  be  elected  or  appointed  to  any  other  office,  excepting  ash 
t)efore  excepted,  it  (liall  be  at  his  option  in  which  to  ferve. 

XXVI.  That  fherifFs  and  coroners  be  annually  appointed ;  an4   - 
that  no  perfon  flxall  be  capable  of  holding  either  of  the  faid  offices 
rnore  than  four  years  fucceffively,   nor  the  llierilf  of  holding  any 
other  office  at  the  fame  time. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  fi^rther  ordained,  that  the  regifter  and  clerks  ii^ 
chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor  ;  the  clerks  of  the  fupreme 
court  by  the  judges  of  the  faid  court ;  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
probates  by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court ;  and  the  regifter  and  marflia^ 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  ;  the  faid 
niarflial,  regifters  and  clerks,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleafure 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid. 

And  that  all  attornies,  folicitors  and  counfellors  at  law,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and  licenfed  by  the  firjfl- 
judge  of  the  court  in  which  they  fliall  refpedively  plead  or  praftife^ 
and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  faid  courts. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  where  by  this  Conven- 
tion the  duration  of  any  office  fliall  not  be  afcertained,  fuch  officq 
fhall  be  conftrued  to  be  held  during  the  pleafure  of  the  council  of 
appointment :  provided,  that  new  commiffions  fliall  be  iffiied  to 
judges  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the  firft  judge)  and  to 
juftices  of  the  peace,  once  at  the  leafl:  in  every  three  years. 

XXIX.  That  town-clerks,'  fupervifors,  afreffi)rs,  conftables  and 
collectors,  and  all  other  officers  heretofore  eligible  by  the  people, 
fliall  always  continue  to  be  fo  eligible,  in  the  manner  dire6ted  by  the 
prefent  or  future  ads  of  legiflature. 

That  loan  officers,  county  treafurers,  and  clerks  of  the  fupervif 
fors,  continue  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  direded  by  the  prefent 
or  future  ads  of  the  legiflature, 

XXX.  That  delegates  to  reprefent  this  State  in  the  General  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States  of  America  be  annually  appointed  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit,  the  Senate  and  Aflembly  fliall  each  openly  nominate 
as  many  perfons  as  fliall  be  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  delegates 
to  be  appointed  ;  after  which  nomination  they  fliall  meet  together, 
and  thofe  perfons  named  in  both  lifts  fliall  be  delegates ;  and  out  of 
thofe  perfons  whofe  names  are  not  in  both  lifts,  one  half  fliall  be 
chofen  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  members  of  Aflembly 
fo  met  together  as  aforefaid, 

XXXI.  That 
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XXXI.  That  thie  ftyle  of  all  laws  ttiall  be  as  follows,  to  wit,  «  B« 
^t  enafted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  reprefented  in 
Senate  and  Affembly/*^  And  that  all  writs  and  other  proceedings 
fliall  run  in  the  name  of  '<  the  People  of  the  State  of  New-York,*' 
and  be  attefled  in  the  name  of  the  chancellor  or  chief  judge  of  the 
jcpnrt  froqi  whenpe  they  fliall  ilfue, 

XXXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine 
and  declare,  that  a  court  fhall  be  inftitutcd  for  the  trial  of  impeach- 
ments, and  the  correction  Qf  errors,  under  the  regulations  which  ihaH 
be  eftabliftied  by  the  legiflature ;  and  to  coplift  of  the  prefijient  of 
the  fenate  for  the  time  being,  and  the  fenators,  chancellor  ?nd  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court,  or  the  major  part  of  them  j  expept,  thai 
^'hen  an  impeachment  fliall  be  profecuted  againfl:  the  chancellor,  or 
either  of  the  judges  of  the  iupreme  court,  the  perfon  fo  impeached 
Ihall  be  fufpended  from  exercifing  his  office  until  his  acquittal :  and 
in  like  manner,  when  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  fliall  be 
lieard,  the  chancellor  fliall  inform  the  court  of  the  reafons  of  his 
decree,  but  fliall  pot  have  a  voice  in  the  final  fentencCf  And  if  th^ 
caufe  to  be  determined  fhall  be  brought  up  by  writ  of  error  on  a 
cjueftion  of  law,  on  a  judgment  in  the  fuprerne  court,  the  judges  of 
that  court  fliall  afTign  the  reafons  of  fuch  their  judgment^  but  fliall 
not  haVe  a  voice  for  its  afhrmance  or^reverfal, 

XXXIII.  That  the  ppwer  of  impeaching  all  ofHcers  of  the  State; 
for  mal  and  corrupt  conduft  in  their  refpe6live  offices,  be  vefled  in 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  AfTembly;  t?ut  that  it  fhall  always 
|>eneceflary  that  two-third  parts  of  the  members  prefent  fliall  confent 
to  and  agree  in  fuch  impeachment.  That  previous  to  the  trial  of  every 
Impeachment,  the  menibers  of  the  faid  court  fliall  refpe6tively  be 
fwoni,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  quef-? 
tlon  according  to  evidence  ;  and  that  no  judgment  of  the  feid  court 
fiiall  be  valid,  unkfs  it  be  aflented  to  by  two-third  parts  of  the  mem- 
bers then  prefent ;  nor  fhall  it  extend  farther  than  to  removal'  from 
office,  and  difqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  place  of  honour, 
trufl  or  profit,  under  this  State.  Biit  the  party  fo  convicted  fhall  be, 
neveithelefs,  liable  and  fubje<5t  tp  indi<^ment,  trial,  judgment  an4 
punifliment,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

XXXIV.  And  it  is  farther  ordained,  that  in  every  trial  on  im- 
peachment or  indiflment  for  crimes  or  mifdemeanors,  the  party  im- 
j>e5ched  or  indi(5ted  flaall  be  allowed  counfel  as  in  civil  aftions. 
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XXXV.  And  that  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
hy  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine 
and  declare,  that  fuch  parts  of  the  common  law  of  England,  and  of 
the  ftatute  law  of  England  and  Great-Britainj  and  of  the  ads  of  the 
legillaiure  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  as  together  did  form  th^ 
law  of  the  faid  colony  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy  five,  (liali  be  and  con- 
tinue the  law  of  this  State  ;  fubjeiSt  to  fuch  alterations  and  provifionS 
as  the  Icgiilature  of  this  State  fhall  from  lime  to  time  make  concern- 
ing the  fame.  That  fuch  of  the  faid  afts  as  are  temporary  lliall 
expire  at  the  times  limited  for  their  duration  refpeftively.  That  all 
fuch  parts  of  the  faid  common  law,  and  all  fuch  of  the  faid  flatutes 
and  a6ts  aforefaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  conftiued  to  eftablifli 
or  maintain  any  particular  denomination  of  Chriftians  or  their  mi- 
nifters,  or  concern  the  allegiance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  fu- 
premacy,  fovereignty,  government  or  prerogatives^  claimed  or  ex* 
crcifed  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  his  predeceflbrs  over  the  co- 
lony of  New-York  and  its  inhabitants,  or  are  repugnant  to  this  con- 
ftitution^  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  abnegated  and  rejected.  And 
this  Convention  doth  farther  ordain,  that  the  refo  ves  or  reiblutions 
of  the  congreffes  of  the  colony  of  New-York  and  of  the  Convention 
of  the  State  of  New-York  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  th« 
government  eftabliflied  by  this  conflitution,  fliall  be  coufidered  as 
making  part  of  the  laws  of  this  State ;  fubjed,  neverthelefs,  to  fuch 
alterations  and  provifions  as  the  legiflature  of  this  State  may,  from 
tin:>e  to  time,  make  concerning  the  fame. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands  within 
this  State,  made  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  perfuns  acting 
iinder  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  Cftober,  one  thou- 
fand {cvtn  hundred  and  feventy-five,  lliall  be  null  and  void ;  but 
that  nothing  in  this  conftitution  contained  fliall  be  conftrued  to  affedt 
any  grants  of  land,  within  this  State,  made  by  the  authority  of  the 
faid  king  or  his  predeceflbrs,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  poli- 
tic, by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to  that  day.  And 
that  none  of  the  faid  charters  (hall  be  adjudged  to  be  void,  by  rea- 
fon  of  any  non-ufer  or  mif-ufer  of  any  of  their  refpe£tive  rights  or 
privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fivc,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  this  conftitution.  And  farther,  that  all  fuch  of  the  officers 
defcribed  in  the  faid  charters  refpe^^ively,  as  by  the  terms  of  the 
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laid  charters  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  colony  ot 
New-York,  with  or  withont  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council  of 
the  faid  king  in  the  faid  colony,  fliall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the 
council  eftabliflied  by  this  conftitiition  for  the  appointment  of  officers 
in  this  State,  until  otherwife  direded  by  the  legiflatiire. 

XXXVII.  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
this  State,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  within  the  fame  be 
at  all  times  fu];ported  and  maintained  ;  and  whereas  the  frauds  toa 
often  pradifed  towards  the  faid  Indians,  in  contracts  made  for  their 
lands,  have  in  divers  inflances  been  productive  of  dangerous  dif- 
tontents  and  animofitifs,  be  it  ordained,  that  no  purchafes  or  con-- 
tracTts  for  the  fale  of  lands,  made  fince  the  fourteenth  day  of  0<^ober, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fevienty- 
£ve,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  with  or  of  the  faid  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  fliall  be  binding  on  the  faid  Indians, 
or  deemed  valid,  unlefs  made  under  the  authority  and  with  the  con- 
icnt  of  the  legiflature  of  this  State;- 

XXXVIII.  And  whereas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent  princi- 
|)les  of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but  alfo  to 
guard  againft  that  fpiritual  opprefTion  and  intolerance  wherewith  the 
bigotiy  and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked  priefVs  and  princes  have 
fcourged  mankind ;  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State^  ordain,  determine,, 
and  declare,  that  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  religious  pro- 
feffion  and  w^orfliip,  wilhout  difcrimination  or  preference,  fliall  for 
ever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided, that  the  liDerty  of  confcience  hereby  granted  fliall  not  be  fo- 
ecnftru^  as  to  excufe  a6ls  of  liceatioufnefs,  or  juflify  praflices  in- 
confiflent  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  this  State. 

XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  miniilers  of  the  gofpel  are  by  their 
profeiTion  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  cure  of  fouls,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their  funftion  ;- 
therefore  no  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  or  priefl  of  any  denomination^ 
whatfoever,  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  any  pretence  or  de- 
Icription  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  or  capable  of  holding  any  civil  or 
military  office  or  place  within  this  State.  . 

XL.  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
every  Ststte,  that  it  fiiould  always  be  in  a  condition  of  defence  ;  and  it 
IS  the  duty  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the  protection  of  fociety  to  be 
prepared  ind  willing  to  defend  it  j  this  Convention,  therefore,  in  thcr 
-  •  ■     •  name- 


OF    NEW-YORK,  355 

name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  Statp  dotl^ 
ordain,  determine,  and  declare?  that  the  militia  of  this  Stat^,  at  aU 
times  hereafter,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  fliall  be  armed  and  difcir 
plined,  and  in  readinefs  for  fervice.  That  all  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  being  of  the  people  calLd  Quakers,  who,  from  fcruplesj 
of  confcience,  may  be  averfe  to  the  bearing  of  arms,  be  therefrorn 
cxcufed  by  the  iegiflature ;  and  do  pay  to  the  State  fuch  fums  of 
money  in  lieu  of  their  perfonal  fervice,  as  the  fame  may,  in  the; 
judgment  of  the  Iegiflature,  be  worth :  and  that  a  proper  magazine 
of  warlike  {lores,  proportionate  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  for 
ever  hereafter  at  the  expenfe  of  this  State,  and  bj^ads  of  the  legiflar 
ture,  eilabliflied,  maintained,  and  continued  in  every  county  in  this 
State. 

XLI.  And  this  Convention  doth  further  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  that  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cafes  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  been 
Ufed  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  fliall  be  eftabliflied,  and  remain 
inviolate  for  ever  :  and  that  no  a6ts  of  attainder  fliall  be  pafl!ed  by  the 
Iegiflature  of  this  State  for  crimes,  other  than  thofe  committed  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  fuch  ads  fliall  not 
work  a  corruption  of  blood.  And  farther,  thatr.the  Iegiflature  of  this 
State  fliaU  at  no  time  hereafter  inftitute  any  new  court  or  courts 
\)\it  fuch  as  fliall  proceed  according  to  the  CQurfe  of  the  common  law. 

XLll.  And  this  Convention  doth  fcirther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  de- 
clare, that  it  fliall  be  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Iegiflature  to  naturahze 
all  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  they  fliall  think  proper, 
provided  all  fuch  of  the  perfons  fo  to  be  by  them  naturalized,  as 
being  born  in  parts  beyond  fea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of 
Am.erica,  fliall  come  to  fettle  in,  and  become  fubje6ts  of  this  State, 
fliall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjure  and  re* 
nounce  all  allegiance  and  fubjeftion  to  all  and  every  foreign  king, 
prince,  potentate,  and  ftate,  in  all  matters  eccleuaftical  as  well  as 
civil. 


In  1787,  the  Iegiflature  of  this  Statp  ceded  to  the  Commonwealth 
pf  Maflachufetts,  all  the  lands  within  their  jurifdic^ion,  wefl:  of  a 
meridian  that  fliall  be  drawn  from  a  point  in  the  north  boundary 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  eighty-two  miles  wefl:  from  the  Delaware  (ex- 
cepting one  mile  along  the  eafl:  fide  of  Niagara  river)  and  alfo  tea 
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townfhips  between  the  Chenengo  and  Owegy  rivers,  referving  tha 
jurirdicElion  to  the  State  of  New-York.  ,  This  ceffion  was  made  to^ 
fatisiy  a  c  aim  of  MafTachufetts  founded  upon  their  original  charter. 

All  free  governments  abound  with  lawyer^.  Of  thefe  America fur- 
niihes  a  plentiful  growth,  and  New-York  has  its  (hare,  as  it  contains 
not  icfs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  licenfed  attornies.  In  this 
State  the  practice  of  law  is  conformed  to  the  Englifh  mode,  but  is 
more  coil fiftently  adminiftered  than  in  that  country. — Law,  indeed, 
in  New-York,  is  not  an  engine  whereby  the  innocent  are  entrapped, 
and  ru.nH,  or  by  wh  ch  the  worthy  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty) 
and  proj  erty  at  the  pleafure  of  his  governors.  The  lawyers 
of  Ntw-York  are  in  general  men  of  honour.  The  feveral  de- 
grees in  the  profeffion,  the  number  of  critical  examinations  that 
candidates  are  obliged  to  pafs  through  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  couniellors  in  the  higher  courts,  together  with  the 
iimt  of  ftudy  re(^uiied  by  the  rules  of  adraiffion,  render  an  accefs 
to  the  firft  honours  of  the  bar  fo  difficult  as  to  preclude  ignorant 
pretenders  to  the  important  fcience  of  law.  New- York  can  boaft  of 
many  eminent  charafters  in  all  the  learned  profeffions,  and  has  fur- 
niflied  America  with  fome  of  her  mofl  able  legiflators.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  feared,  that  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  legal 
procefs  in  England  has  fometimes  perplexed  the  road  to  juftice,  and 
prevented  valuable  improvements  in  the  practice,  not  only  of  this 
but  of  molt  of  the  other  States. 

FINANCES. 
A  variety  of  circumftances  have  confpired  to  fill  the  treafury  of  this 
State,  and  wholly  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  taxation  for  feveral 
years  pad ;  firft,  confiications  and  economical  management  of  that 
property  j  fecond,  fales  of  unappropriated  lands ;  and  third,  a  duty 
on  imports  previous  to  the  ellablifliment  of  the  federal  government. 
The  two  former  were  fold  for  continental  certificates,  at  a  time 
when  the  credit  of  the  State  was,  perhaps,  above  the  par  of  the 
Union,  which  was  the  caufe  of  getting  a  large  fum  of  the  public  debt 
into  the  treafury  of  the  Slate  at  a  depreciated  value.  Thefe  certifi- 
cates, fince  the  funding  fvftem  came  into  operation,  added  to  the 
afl'umed  State  debt,  a  vaft  quantity  of  which  was  alfo  in  the  treafury, 
forms  an  enormous  mafs  oF  property,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars ;  and  when  the  deferred  debt  fliall 
become  a  fix  per  cent,  {lock,  this  annuity  will  be  iiicreafed  to  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The 
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The  ability  of  the  State,  therefore,  is  abundantly  confipetent  to  aid 
public  inftitutions  of  every  kind,  to  make  roads,  ereft  bridges,  open 
canals,  and  to  pufh  every  kind  of  improvement  to  the  moft  defirablc 
length.  It  could  be  wiflied,  that  thofe  citizens  who  were  exiled 
during  the  war,  and  whofe  property  was  expofed  (hiring  its  continu-? 
ancc  to  wanton  depredations,  were  amply  rewarded  by  a  leglflature 
pofleffing  fo  fully  the  means  of  difcrimin^Uing  this  unhappy  claf* 
of  fufferers,  an4  making  them  compenfdtion  for  their  voluntarjr 
i^crifices,  we  are  not  without  hope  that  this  will  foon  be  the  cafe. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

By  official  returns  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  made  to  the  governor 
by  the  adjutant-general,  it  appears  that  the  total  number  in  1789,  was 
tbrty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine  ;  1790 — forty-four 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine;  1791 — fifty  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-nine.  Beiides  thefe,  there  are  as  many  as  five 
or  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  in  the  new  fettlements,  who  are  not  yet 
organized. 

FORTS,   &c. 
Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins.     The  demolition  of  the  fort  in  tho 
city  of  New- York  has  been  mentioned.    Remains  of  the  fortifications 
on  Long-Ifland,  York-Ifland,  White-Plains,  Weft-Point,  and  other 
places,  are  ftiil  vifible.     Fort  Stanwix,  built  by  the  Britifli  in  1758, 
at  the  expenfe,  it  is  faid,  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  is  one  hundred 
and  (even  miles  weftward  of  Skene6lady,  on  an  artificial  eminence 
bordering  on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  in  travelling  this  dillance,  you 
pafs  Fort  Hunter,  Fort  Anthony,  Fort  Plain,  Fort  Herkemer,  and 
Fort  Schuyler.     As  you  proceed  weftward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  you  pafs 
Fort  Bull,  and  Fort  Breweton,  at  the  weft  end  of  Oneida  lake.    "Fort 
George  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George.     At  the  point  where 
lake  George  communicates  with  lake  Champlain  is  the  famous  poft 
of  Ticonderoga,  by  which  word  the  Canadians  underftand  noi/y. — 
The  works  at  this  place  are  in  fiich  a  (late  of  dilapidation,  that  a 
ilranger  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea  of  their  conftrudion.     They  are, 
however,  fituated  on  fuch  high  ground  as  to  command  the  commu- 
nication between  the  lakes  George  and  Champlain.     Oppofite,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  water  that  empties  out  of  lake  George,  is  a 
mountain,  to  appearance  inacceflible,  called  Mount  Defiance,  where 
General  Eurgoyne,  in  the  late  war,  with  a  boldnefs,  fccrecy,  and 
difpatch  almoft  unparalleled,  conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,   ftores, 
jicid  troops.     The  cannon  were  railed  by  large  brafs  tackles  from 
2  tree 


358  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

tree  to  tree,  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattle-fnakes,  to 
the  fummit,  which  entirely  commands  the  works  of  Ticonderoga. 
This  circumftance  miift  ever  be  conlidered  as  a  full  juftification  of 
General  -inclair's  fudden  retreat  with  the  American  army,  and  the 
obfervation  which  he  made  on  his  trial,  in  his  own  defence,  that 
f*  though  he  had  loft  a  poft,  he  had  faved  a  State,"  was  afterwards 
verified. 

Crown-Point  's  fifteen  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  lake  Cham^ 
plain.  The  fort  at  this  place,  in  which  a  Britifli  garrifon  was  always 
kept,  from  the  reduction  of  Canada  till  the  American  Revolution, 
was  the  moft  regular,  and  the  moil  expenfive  of  any  ever  conilrudted 
and  fiipported  by  |^he  Britilh  government  in  North-America.  The 
walls  are  of  wood  and  earth,  about  fixteen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet 
thick,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  |ifty  yards  fquare,  furrounded  by 
a  deep  and  broad  ditch  cut  through  a  folid  rofk.  It  ftands  on  a  rifjng 
ground,  perhaps  two  hundred  yards  from  the  lake,  with  which  there 
was  a  covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifon  could  be  fupplied  with 
water  in  time  of  a  fiege.  The  only  gate  opeps  on  the  north  towards 
the  lake^  where  there  was  a  draw-bridge.  On  the  right  and  left,  as 
you  enter  the  fort,  are  a  row  of  frone  barracks,  not  inelegantly  built, 
fufficient  to  contain  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thoufand  troops  ;  the  pa-? 
rade  is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat  fmooth  rock.  There  were  fevera^ 
out-works,  which  are  now  in  ruins,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except  the 
v/alls,  and  the  wails  of  the  barracks,  which  ftill  remain. 

INDIANS. 

The  body  of  the  fix  nations  inhabit  the  weftern  parts  of  this  State, 
The  princijjal  part  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand  river,  ii; 
Upper  Canada  ;  and  there  are  twa  villages  of  Senecas  on  the  Alle- 
gany liver,  near  the  north  line  of  Pennfylvania,  and  a  few  Deia- 
wares  and  Skawaghkees,  on  BufTaloe  creek.  Including  thefe,  and 
the  Stockbridge  and  Mohegan  Indians,  who  have  migrated  and 
icttl-ed  in  the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there  are,  in  the  fix  nations^  ac- 
cording to  an  accurate  #ftimate  lately  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk- 
kmd,  miffionary  among  them.,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty  fouls.  He  adds,  that  among  thsfe  there  is  comparatively  but 
very  few  children. 

The  following  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkland,  will 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  charafters,  which,  according  to  In- 
dian tiadition,  are  expluded  from  the  happy  countjy:  "The  region 
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of  Pure  Spirits,  the  five  nations  call  EJkanane,  The  only  charaders 
which,  according  to  their  traditions,  cannot  be  admitted  to  participate 
of  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  this  happy  country,  are  reduced  to 
three,  viz.  fuicides ;  the  difobedient  to  the  counfels  of  the  chiefs ; 
and  fuch  as  put  away  their  wives  on  account  of  pregnancy.  Accor- 
ding to  their  tradition,  there  is  a  gloomy,  fathomlefs  gulph,  near  the 
borders  of  the  delightful  manfions  of  Efkanane,  over  which  all  good 
and  brave  fpirits  pafs  with  fafety,  under  the  conduct  of  a  faithful 
and&ilful  guide  appointed  for  that  purpofe  j  but  when  a  filicide^  or 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  chara6ters,  approach  this  gulph,  the 
conductor,  who  poflefles  a  moft  penetrating  eye,  inftantly  difcovers 
their  fpiritual  features  and  character,  and  denies  them  his  aid,  af- 
Hgning  his  reafons.  They  will,  however,  attempt  to  crafs  upon  a 
fmall  pole,  which,  before  they  reach  the  middle,  trembles  and 
Hiakes,  till  prefently  down  they  fall  with  horrid  flirieks.  In  this 
dark  and  dreary  gulph,  they  fuppofe  refides  a  great  dog,  fome  fay  a 
dragon,  infeded  with  the  itch,  which  makes  him  perpetually  reft- 
lefs  and  fpiteful.  The  guilty  inhabitants  of  this  miferable  region, 
all  catch  this  difeafe  of  the  great  dog,  and  grope  and  roam  from  lide 
to  fide  of  their  gloomy  manfion  in  perpetutl  torments.  Sometime* 
they  approach  fo  near  the  happy  fields  of  Efcanane,  that  they  can 
hear  the  fongs  and  dances  of  their  former  companions.  This  only 
ferves  to  increafe  their  torments,  as  they  can  difcern  no  light,  nor 
difcover  any  paflage  by  which  they  can  gain  accefs  to  them.  They 
fuppofe  ideots  and  dogs  go  into  the  fame  gulph,  but  hive  a  more 
comfortable  apartment,  where  they  enjoy  fome  little  light."  Mr. 
Kirkland  adds,  that  fevcral  other  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
has  converfed  on  the  fubjeft,  have  nearly  the  fame  traditionary  no- 
tions of  a  future  ftate.  They  almofl  univerfally  agree  in  ihis» 
that  the  departed  fpirit  is  ten  days  in  its  paflage  to  their  happy 
clyfium,  after  it  leaves  the  body  ;  fome  of  them  fuppofe  its 
courfe  is  towards  the  fouth  j  others  that  it  afcends  frc3i  fome  lofty 
mountain. 

The  Oneldas  inhabit  on  Oneida  creek,  twenty  one  miles  weft  of 
Fort  Stanwix. 

The  Tufcar^ras  migrated  from  North-Carolina  and  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Oneidas,  with  whom  they  have 
ever  fince  lived.     They  were  originally  of  the  fame  nation. 
'   The  Senecas  inhabit  the  Cheneifee  river,  at  the  Cheneffee  caftle. 
They  have  two   towns   of  inLty  or  fsventy  fouls  each,  on  French 

creek. 
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creek,  in  Pennfylvahia ;  and  another  town  on  BufFaloe  creek,  a'P 
taehed  to  the  Britifli ;  two  fmall  towns  on  Allegany  river,  attached 
to  the  Americans.  Obeil,  or  Cornplanter,  ohe  of  the  Seneca  chiefs^ 
Tefided  here. 

The  Mohaiaks  were  acknowledged  by  the  other  tribes,  to  ufe  their 
own  expreffions,  to  be  "  the  true  old  heads  of  the  confederacy ;" 
and  were^  formerly,  a  powerful  tribe,  inhabiting  on  the  Mohawk 
tiver.  As  they  were  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Johnfon  family  on  ac- 
toimt  of  Sir  William  johnfon,  they  emigrated  to  Canada^  with  Sir 
John  Johnfon,  about  the  year  1776.  There  is  now  only  one  family 
of  them  in  the  State,  and  they  live  about  a  mil^  from  Fort  Hunter, 
The  father  of  this  family  was  drowned  in  the  winter  of  1788. 

All  the  confederated  tribes,  except  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras^ 
iided  with  the  Britifli  in  the  late  war^  and  fought  againft  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

The  OnonAagas  live  near  the  Onondaga  lake,  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  Oneida  lake.  In  the  fpring  of  1779,  a  regiment  of 
men  were  fent  from  Albany,  by  General  J.  Clinton^  againft  the 
Onondagas,  This  regiment  furprifed  their  town,  took  thirty-three 
prifoners^  killed  twelve  or  fourteen,  and  returned  without  the  lofs  of 
a  man.  A  party  of  the  Indians  were  at  this  time  ravaging  the  Ame- 
rican frontiers* 

There  are  very  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  State. 

The  Five  Confederated  Nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks  of 
the  Sufquehannah,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  imtil  the  year  1779^ 
when  General  Sullivan,  with  an  army  of  four  thoufand  men,  drove 
them  from  their  country  to  Niagara,  but  could  not  bring  them  to 
a£tion.  They  waited,  but  waited  in  vain,  for  the  affi fiance  of  the 
elements,  or,  as  they  exprelTed  themfelves,  for  the  afliftance  of  the 
Great  Spirit.  Had  heavy  rains  fal'en  while  General  Sullivan*s  arm/ 
was  advanced  into  their  country,  perhaps  few  of  his  foldiers  would 
have  efcaped,  and  none  of  their  baggage,  ammunition,  or  artillery. 
This  expedition  had  a  good  effect.  General  Sullivan  burnt  feveral 
of  their  towns  and  deftroyed  their  provifions*  Since  this  irruption 
into  their  country,  their  former  habitations  have  been  moftly  de- 
ferted,  and  many  of  them  have  gone  to  Canada. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1787,  John  Livingfton,  Efq.and  four 
others,  obtained  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  a  leafe  for  nine  hun- 
dred  and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  yearly  rent  referved  of  two 
thoufand  dollar?,  of  all  the  country  included  in  the  following  limits, 

viz. 
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viz.  Beginning  at  a  place  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Canada 
creek,  about  leven  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix,  now  Fort  Schuyler, 
thence  north-eaftwardjy  to  the  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec; 
■thence  along  the  faid  line  to  the  Pennfylvania  line ;  thence  eaft  on 
the  faid  line,  Pennfylvania  line,  to  the  line  of  property,  fo  called  by 
the  State  of  New-York  ;  thence  along  the  faid  line  of  property  to 
Canada  creek  aforefaid.  And  on  the  i8th  of  Janij^ry,  17S8,  the 
fame  perfons  obtained  a  leafe  of  tl^e  Oneida  -Indians  fer  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  rent  referved  for  the  firil  year,  of  twelve 
(hundred  dollars,  and  increafing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  until  it  amounts  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dollar?, 
of  all  the  traft  of  land  commonly  called  the  Oneida  country, 
except  a  refervation  of  feveral  trafts  i]:!ecified  in  the  leafe.  Eut 
ihefe  Jeafes  having  been  obtained  without  the  confcnt  of  the  legif- 
laturc  of  the  State,  the  Senate  and  Aflembly,  in  their  fellion,  March 
1788,  refolved,  "  That  the  faid  leafes  are  purchafes  of  lands,  and 
therefore,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  this  State,  the  faid  leafes  are 
not  binding  on  the  faid  Indians,  and  are  not  valid."  Since  this  a  treaty 
has  been  concluded  with  the  faid  Indians,  the  bargain  of  the  leafes 
annulled,  and  all  the  country  purchafed  of  the  natives,  except  a  re- 
,iervation  to  the  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas,  defined  b}'  cer- 
tain marks  and  boundaries. 
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STATE    OF 

NE  W.JERSEY. 

SITUATION,*  EXTENT,    Sec. 

X  HIS  State  is  lituated  between  39**  and  41°  24' north  latitude, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  it  lies  between  the  meridian  of  Philadelphia^ 
and  1°  eaft  longitude.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  long,  and 
fifty-two  broad  ;  and  is  bounded  eaft,  by  Hudfon  river  and  the 
fea ;  foutb,  by  the  fea ;  weft,  by  Delaware  bay  and  river,  which  di- 
vide it  from  the  States  'of  Delaware  and  Pennfylvania  ;  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Mahekkamak  river,  in  latitude  41** 
24'  to  a  point  on  Hudfon  river  in  latitude  41°.  Containing  about 
eight  tlioufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  fquare  miles,  equal  to  five 
million  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
acres. 

i^H       FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

''The  counties  of  SufTex,  Morris,  and  the  northern  part  of  Bergen, 
arc  mountainous.  The  South  mountain,  which  is  one  ridge  of  the 
great  Allegany  range,  crofTes  this5tate  in  about  latitude  41^.  This 
mountain  embofoms  fuch  amazing  quantities  of  iron  ore,  that  it  may 
not  improperly  be  called  the  Iron  Mountain.  The  Kittatinny  ridge 
pafTes  through  this  State  north  of  the  South  mountain.  Several 
fpurs  from  thefe  mountains  are  projected  in  a  fouthern  dii  eftion. 
One  pafles  between  Springfield  and  Chatham ;  another  runs  weft 
of  it,  by  Morriftown,  Baikinridge,  and  Vealtown.  The  interior 
country  is,  in  general,  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and  vallies. 
The  fouthern  counties  which  lie  along  the  fea  coaft,  are  pretty  uni- 
formly flat  and  fandy.  The  noted  Highlands  of  Naveiink,  and 
Center  hill,  are  almoft  the  only  hills  within  the  diflance  of  many 
miles  from  the  lea  coaft.  The  Highlands  of  Navefink  are  on  the 
fea  coaft  near  Sandy-Hook^  in  the  townfliip  of  Middleton,  and  are 
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the  firft  lands  that  are  difcovered  by  mariners,  as  they  come  upon 
the  coaft.  They  rife  about  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
water. 

As  much  as  five-eighths  of  moft  of  the  fouthem  counties,  or  one 
■  fourth  of  the  whole  State,  is  almoft  a  fandy,  barren  wafte,  unfit  in 
many  parts  for  cultivation.  The  land  on  the  fea  coaft  in  this,  like 
that  in  the  more  fouthem  States,  has  every  appearance  of  madt 
ground.  The  foil  is  generally  a  light  fand ;  and  by  digging,  on  ati 
average,  about  fifty  feet  below  the  furface,  which  can  be  done, 
even  at  the  di fiance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the  fea,  without 
any  impediment  from  rocks  or  ftones,  you  come  to  fait  marfli.  The 
gentleman  who  gave  this  information  adds,  "  I  have  feen  an  oyfter 
fhell  that  would  hold  a  pint,  which  was  dug  out  of  the  marfli, 
at  fifty  feet  deep,  in  digging  a  well." — "  About  feven  years  fince," 
continues  our  informer,  ♦'  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, in  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by  a 
great  rife  of  the  fea  in  a  violent  eafterly  ftorm,  was  difcovered  the 
Ikelcton  of  fome  huge  carnivorous  animal.  The  country  people  who 
firft  faw  it  had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  wholly  deftroyed, 
except  a  jaw  tooth  which  I  faw.  This  was  about  two  and  an  half 
inches  wide,  five  inches  long,  and  as  many  deep.  The  pcrfon  who 
helped  to  take  it  out  of  the  bank  aflured  me,  there  was  one  rib  feven 
feet  four  inches,  and  another  four  feet  long."  The  bones  of  another 
of  thefe  animals  have  lately  been  difcovered  in  a  meadow,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  negro,  who  was 
digging  a  ditch,  three  or  four  feet  deep.  Part  of  thele  bones  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia.  To  account  for  thefe  curious  phenomena  \% 
not  our  bufinefs  J  this  is  left  for  the  ingenious  naturalift,  who  has 
abilities  and  leifure  to  compare  fafts  and  appearances  of  this  kind, 
and  who  probably  may  thence  draw  conclufions  which  may  throw 
much  light  on  the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  country. 

New-Jerfey  is  waflied  on  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  by  Hudfon 
river  and  the  ocean  ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  river  Delaware. 

The  moft  remarkable  bays  are,  Arthur  Kill,  or  Newark  bay, 
formed  by  the  union  of  Paftaik  and  Hackinfack  rivers.  This  bay 
opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces  Staten-Ifland.  There  is 
a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  four  or  five  miles  from  the  fliore, 
extending  along  the  coaft  north-caft  and  fouth-weft,  from  Manaf- 
quand  river,  in  Monmouth  county,  almoft  to  Cape  May,    Through 
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this  beach  are  a  number  of  inlets,  by  which  the  bay  commanlcates 
with  the  ocean.        .y.ijpfj^.' ; 

On  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  Morris  county,  is  a  lake  or  pond, 
three  miles  in  length,  and  from-  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  an  half  in 
breadth,  from  which  proceeds  a  continual  ftieam.  It  is  in  fome 
^places  deep.  The  water  is  of  a  fea  green  colour ;  but  when  taken 
.up  in  a  tumbler,  is,  like  the  water  of  the  ocean,  cleag  and  of  a  cryf>- 
.talline  colour.  .  ,,.,;r^{.».j  ,.;.,{, 

The  rivers  in  this  State,  though  not  large,  are  numerous.  A  tra- 
veller, in  paffing  the  common  road  from  New- York  to  Philadelphia, 
xroffes  three  confiderable  rivers,  viz.  the  Hackinfack  and  PalTaik,  be- 
tween Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan  by  Brunfwick.  The 
Hackinfack  rifes  in  Bergen  county,,  runs  a-  fonthwardly  coui^e,.  and 
-empties  into  Newark  bay.  At  the  ferry,  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four 
hundred  and  fi^ty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable  fifteen  miles. 
.V  Pallaik  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  j  ifes  in  a  large  fwamp  ia 
JWIorris  county.  Its  general  courfe  is  from  weft  north-weft  to  eafl- 
fouth-eaft,  until  it  mingles  with  the  Hackinfack  at  the  head  of  Newark 
bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten.  mOes,  and  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
yards  wide  at"  the  ferry.  The  catarad  (or  Great  Falls),  in  this  river, 
is  one  of  the  greateft  natural  curiofities  in  this  jState.  The  river  is 
about  forty  yards  wide,  and  moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  until 
•coming  within  a  fliort  diftance  of  a  deep  cleft  in  the  rock,  whick 
xroffes  the  channel ;  it  defcends  and  falls  above  feventy  feet  perpeur- 
dicularly,  in  one  entire  flieet.  One  end  of  the  cleft,,  which,  was  evi- 
dently made  by  foms  violent  convulfion  in  nature,  is  clofed ;  at  the 
<)ther,  the^  water  rulhes  out  with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  forming  aa 
acute  angle  with  its  former  direction,  and  is  received  into  a  large 
bafon,  whence  it  takes  a  Vv'inding  courfe  through  the  rocks,  and 
ipreads  into  a  broad  fmooth  ftream..  The  cleft  is  from  four  to  twelve 
feet  broad.  The  falling  of  the  water  occafions  a  cloud  of  vapour  to 
arife,  which  by  floating  amidil  the  fua  beamsy  prefents  to  the  view 
rainbows,  that  add  beauty  to  the  tremendous  fcene.  The  new  mar 
,  nufiaduring  town  of  Patterion  is  ereded  upon  the  Great  Falls.in  this 
river.  The  weflerii  bank  of  the  river,  between  Newark  and  the 
Falls,,  affords  one  of-,,the  pleafant^ft  roads  for  a  party  of  pleafure  in 
New-Jerfe\'.  The  bank  being  high,  gives  the  traveller  an  elevated 
and.  cxten live  view  of  t^ie  oppofite  fhore,  which  is  low  and  fertile, 
forming  a  landfcape,  p1<5turefque  and  beautiful.  Many  handfome 
country  feats  adorn  the  fides  of  this  river  j  and  there  are  elegant 
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fituations  for  more.  Gentlemen  of  fortune  might  here  difplay  their 
tafte  to  advantage.  The  fifh  of  various  kinds  with  which  this  river 
abounds,  while  they  would  furnifli  the  table  wkh  an  agreeable 
repaft,  would  afford  the  fportfman  an  innocent  and  manly  amufe- 
ment.  '    ■    .tji»^i;t»if  ^ 

Raritan  river  is  formed  by  two  confiderable  ftreajais,  called  the 
north  and  fouth  branches";  one  of  which  has  its  fource  in  Morris, 
the  other  in  Hunterdon  county.  It  palles  by  Brunfwick  and  Amboy, 
and  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  Arthur  Kill  found,  and  helps  to 
form  the  fine  harbour  of  Amboy.  It  is  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  at  Brunfwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fix- 
teen  miles.  It  is  fwppofed  that  this  river  is  capable  of  a  very  fleady 
lock  navigation,  as  high  as  the  jundion  of  the  north  and  fouth 
branches;  and  thence  up  the  fouth  branch  to  Grandin*s  bridge  in 
Kingwood.  Thence  to  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  It  is 
fuppofed  a  portage  will  be  here  eflabliflied  by  a  turnpike  road :  or  the 
•waters  of  the  Raritan  may  be  united  with  thofe  of  the  Delaware, 
by  a  canal  from  the  fouth  branch  of  the  Raritan  to  Mufconetcony 
river,  which  empties  into  the  Delaware,  or  from  CapooJong  creek, 
a  water  of  the  Raritan,  emptying  at  Grandin's  bridge,  and  Necc^ 
fackaway,  a  water  of  the  Delaware.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  an  in- 
.land  navigatioa  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York  may  be  effefted  by 
proceeding  up  the  Afanpink,  a  water  of  the  Delaware,  emptying  at 
Trenton,  towards  Princeton ;  and  from  thence  by  a  canal  to  the 
Milllione,  a  water  of  the  river,  to  New-Brunfwick. 

At  Raritan  hills,  through  which  this  river  palTes,  is  a  fmall  caf- 
cade,  where  the  water  falls  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very  romantically, 
between  two  rocks.  This  river  oppofite  to  Brunfwick  is  fo  fhallow, 
that  it  is  fordablc  at  low  water  with  horfes  aiKl  carriages,  but  a  little 
i>eiow  it  deepens  fo  faft  that  a  twenty  gun  fliip  may  ride  fecurely  at 
any  time  of  tide.  The  tide,  however,  rifesfo  high,  that  large  flial- 
lops  pafs  a  mile  above  the  ford  ;  fo  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  veflcls  of  confiderable  burden  riding  at  anclior,  and  a  number  of 
large  river  craft  lying  above,  fome  dry,  and  others  on  their  beam 
ends  for  want  of  water,  within  gunfhot  of  each  other. 

Bridges  have  lately  been  er^6ted,  and  are  now  nearly  or  quite  com- 
pleted (agreeably  to  laws  of  the  State  pafled  for  that  purpofe)  over 
the  PafTaik,  Hackinfack,  and  Raritan  rivers,  on  the  poft  road  between 
New-York  and  Philadelphia.  Thcfe  bridges  Vvijl  gireatly  facilitate 
^he  inteJTcourfe  between,  th^fe  two  great  cviiea^ 
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Befides  thefe  are  Cefarea  river,  or  Cohanfey  creek,  which  fifes  tti 
Salem  county,  and  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  navigable 
for  velFels  of  an  hundred  tons  to  Bridgetown,  twenty  miles  fromiu 
mouth.  .v.^t   -  !  ^jiii^.i 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Burlington, 
and  is  navigable  twenty  miles  for  veflek  of  lixty  tons, 

Maurice  river  rifes  in  Gloucelter  county,  runs  fouthwardly  about 
forty  miles,  and  is  navigable  for  veiTels  of  an  hundred  tons,  fifteen 
>niles,  and  for  fliallops  ten  miles  farther. 

AUoway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fixTeen  miles 
for  fliallops,  with  fcveral  obilrudions  of  drawbridges.  Ancocus 
creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alfo  navigable  lixteen  miles.  Thefe, 
with  many  other  f mailer  flreams,  empty  into  the  Delaware,  and 
caKry  down  the  produce  which  their  fertile  banks  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country  afford. 

That  part  of  the  State  which  borders  on  the  fea,  is  indented  with 
a  great  number  of  fmali  rivers  and  creeks,  fuch  as  Great  Egg-har- 
bour, and  Little  Egg-harbour  rivers,  Navefink,  Shark,  Matticung, 
and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  flat,  are  navigable  for 
fmall  craft  alnlbft  to  their  fources.  v    .;.      , 

Paulin's  Kiln,  in  SulTex  county,  is  navigable  for  craft  fifteen 
miles  J  and  the  Mufconetcony,  which  divides  Hunterdon  from  SulTex, 
is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement,  as  is  the  Pequeft,  or  Pequaffet, 
between  the  two  iafl-mentioned  rivers. 

This  State  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats,  eleven  hundred  of  which 
are  already  improved ;  five  hundred  with  flour  mills,  and  the  reft 
with  faw  mills,  fulling  mills,  forges,  furnaces,  flitting,  and  rolling 
mills,  paper,  powder,  and  oil  mills. 

Sandy-Hook,  or  Point,  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Middletown  ;  and 
on  this  point  Hands  a  light  houfe,  one  hundred  feet  high,  built 
by  the  citizens  of  New -York. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS.  ^,     •  .-  i  ;.u  - 

This  State  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  worft  to  the  befl 
kind.  It  has  a  great  proportion  of  barrens.  The  good  land  in  the 
Ibuthern  counties  lies  principally  on  the  banks  of  river's  and  creeks.  ' 
The  foil  on  thefe  banks  is  generally  a  fl:iff  clay  ;  and  while  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  produces  various  fpccies  of  oak,  hickory,  poplar,  chefr^ut, 
afli,  gum,  &c.  The  barrens  produce  little  el  fe  but  flirub  oaks  and:- 
yellow  pines.  Thefe  fandy  lands  yield  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bog 
^  iron 
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iron  ore,  which  is  worked  up  to  great  advantage,  in  the  iron  works  in 
thefe  counties.  There  are  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow  along  the 
lower  part  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  which  afford  a  plentiful 
pafture  for  cattle  in  fummer,  and  hay  in  winter  ;  but  the  flies  and 
muflcetoes  frequent  thefe  meadows  in  large  Avai'ms,  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  prove  very  troublefome  b^th  to 
man  and  beaft.  In  Gioucefter  and  Cumberland  counties  are  fev(;ral 
large  traits  of  banked  meadow.  Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  ren- 
ders them  highly  valuable.  Along  the  fea  coaft  the  inhabitants 
fiibfift  principally  by  feeding  cattle  on  the  fait  meadows,  and  by  the 
fi(h  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as  rock,  drum,  Iliad,  perch,  Sec.  black, 
turtle,  crabs,  and  oyfters,  which  the  fea,  rivers  and  creeks  afford  ia 
great  abundance.  They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potatoes,  &c.  but  n^t  - 
for  exportation.  Their  fvvamps  afford  lumber,  which  is  eafily  con- 
veyed to  a  good  market.  The  fugar  maple  tree  is  common  in  Suffex 
county  upon  the  Delaware. 

In  the  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  State,  which  are  not  toA 
rocky  for  cultivation,  the  foil  is  of  a  ftronger  kind,  and  covered  ia 
its  natural  flate  with  ftately  oaks,  hickories,  chefnuts,  &c.  and  when 
cultivated  produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  buck  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  flax,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  common  to  the  climate.  The 
land  in  this  hilly  country  is  good  for  grazing,  and  farmers  feed  great 
numbers  of  cattle  for  New-York  and  Philadelphia  markets;  and  many 
of  th^m  keep  large  dairies,  as  there  are  large  tra6ts  of  fine  meadows 
between  the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  State  equal  any  in  the  United 
States,  and  their  cyder  is  faid,  and  not  without  reafon,  to  be  the 
befl  in  the  world.  It  is  pretty  certain,  that  it  cannot  be  furpafl^ed  in 
goodnefs. 

The  markets  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very  confix 
derable  proportion  of  their  fuppHes  from  the  contiguous  parts  of  New- 
Jerfey.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe  contiguous  parts  are 
exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the  nature  and  fertility  of  their 
foils,  to  afford  thefe  fupplies;  and  the  intervention  of  a  great  number 
of  navigable  rivers  and  creeks  renders  it  very  convenient  to  market 
their  produce.  Thefe  fupplies  confift  of  vegetables  of  many  kinds, 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  ftravvberries,  cherries,  and  other 
fruits;  cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  beft  quality,-  butter, 
cheefe,  beef,  pork,  mutton,  and  the  leffer  meats, 

■  -.  ••  I.  - '  >  -'■  \  ^-S^^  '(-'-'  --• "  ^  This 
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This  State  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  and  copper  6re.  The 
iron  ore  is  of  two  kinds  ;  one  is  capable  of  being  manufaflured  into 
malleable  iron,  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in  low  barrens ;  the 
■other,  called  bog  ore,  grows  in  rich  bottoms,  and  yields  iron  of  a 
hard,  brittle  quality,  is  commonly  manufactured  into  hollow  ware, 
and  u fed  fometimes  inftead  of  flone  in  building. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  l:>een  difcovered  in  diiFerent  parts 
of  the  State;  one  is  in  Bergen  county,  which,  when  worked  by  the 
chuylers,  (to  whom  it  belonged)  was  confiderably  produftive  ;  but 
they  have  for  many  years  been  negle6ied. 

The  following  account  bf  a  copper  mine  at  New-Brunfwick 
is  given  by  a  gentleman  of  dillinction,  well  informed  upon  the 
fubjefk ; 

"  About  tlie  years  1748,  1749,  1750,  feveral  himps  of  virgin 
copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight,  in  the  whole  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  were  plowed  up  in  a  field  belonging  to 
Philip  French,  Efq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  New  Bruniwick. 
This  induced  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,,  to  take 
a  leafe  of  Mr.  French,' of  this  land,  for  ninety- nine  years,  in  order 
to  fearch  for  copper  ore,  a  body  of  which,  he  concluded,  muft 
be  contained  in  this  hill.  He  took  in  feveral  partners,  iind  about 
the  year  1751,  opened  a  pit  in  the  low  grounds,  about  two  hundre4 
Dr  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river.  He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a 
friend  of  his,  who  a  little  before,  paffing  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  obferved  a  lody  of  Jla?ne  arlfe  out  of  the  ground^  as  large 
as  a  common- fized  man,  and  foon  after  die  away.  He  drove  a  ftake 
oa  the  fpot.  About  fifteen  feet  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came  on  a  vein 
of  bluifli  flone,  about  two  feet  thick,  between  two  perpendicular 
loofe  bodies  of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  flieet  of  pure  virgin  copper, 
a  Jittle  thicker  than  gold  leaf.  This  blue  fione  was  filled  withfparks 
of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like  copper  filings,  and  now  and  then  a 
large  lump  of  virgin  copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight.  He 
fallowed  this  vein  almoft  thirty  feet,  when,  the  water  coming  in 
very  faft,  the  expenfe  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital. 
A  flumping- mi  11  was  ere6fed,  when,  by  reducing  the  bluifli  flone  to 
a  powder,  and  wafliing  it  in  large  tubs,  the  ilone  was  carried  off, 
and  the  fine  copper  preferved,  by  which  means  many  tons  of  the 
purell  copper  were  fent  to  England  without  ever  paffing  through  the 
fire;  but  labour  was  too  high  to  render  it  poflible  for  the  company 
tq  proceed.     Sheets  of  copper  about  the  thicknefs  -of  two  pennies, 

4  ^ud 
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ftind  three  feet  fquare,  on  an  average,  have  been  taken  from  between 
the  rocks,  within  four  feet  of  the  furface,  in  feveral  parts  of  the -hiJl. 
At  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  body  of  fine  folid 
ore  in  the  midft  of  this  bluifti  vein,  but  between  rocks  of  a  white 
flinty  fpar,  which,  however,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  days.  Thefc 
works  lie  now  wholly  negledted,  although  the  vein  when  left,  was 
richer  than  ever  it  had  been.  There  was  alfo  a  very  rich  vein  of 
copper  ore  difcovered  at  Rocky  Hillj  in  Somerfet  county,  which  has 
alfo  been  negle6ted  From  the  heavy  expenfe  attending  the  working  of 
it.  There  have  been  various  attempts  made  to  fearch  the  hills  beyond 
Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of  Van  Home's  mountain,  but  rhef« 
for  the  fame  reafon  are  now  n^glefled.  This  mountain  difcovers 
the  greateft  appearance  of  copper  ore  of  any  place  in  the  State :  it 
may  be  picked  up  on  the  furface  of  many  parts  of  it.  A  fmelting- 
furnace  was  ere6led  before  the  revolution,  in  the  neighbourhood,  by 
two  Germans,  who  were  making  very  confiderable  profit  on  their 
work,  until  the  Britifh  deftroyed  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  vvar. 
The  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their  while  by  coUeding  the  ore  from 
the  furface,  and  by  partially  digging  into  the  hill,  to  fupply  the  fur- 
nace. Befides,  a  company  opened  a  very  large  (haft  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  from  which  alfo  a  great  deal  of  valuable  ore  and  fome 
virgin  copper  were  taken.  Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were 
found  here  in  the  year  1754,  which  weighed  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  pounds." 

A  lead-mine  has  been  difcovered  in  Hopewell  townfhip,  four  mile$ 
from  Trenton.  There  is  laid  to  be  coal  on  Raritan  river,  below 
Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin  ;  and  turt  in  Bethlehem,  at  the  head 
of  its  fouth  branch ;  and  alfo  at  Springfield  on  Raway  river,  which 
is  remarkable  for  mill  feats. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Morris  is  a  cold  mineral  fpring, 
which  is  frequented  by  valetudinarians,  and  its  waters  have  been 
ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs.  In  the  fownfliip  of  Hanover,  in 
this  county,  on  a  ridge  of  hills,  are  a  number  of  wells,  which  regu- 
larly ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours. 
Thefc  wells  are  nearly  forty  miles  from  the  fea  in  a  ftraight  line. 
In  the  county  cf  Cape  May  is  a  fpring  of  frt^fh  water,  which  boils  up 
from  the  bottom  of  a  fait  water  creek,  which  runs  nearly  dry  at  lowr 
tide  ;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered  with  water  direftly  from  the  ocean, 
to  the  depth  of  three  or  rbur  icet  j  yet  in  this  fituation,  by  letting 
(down  a  bottie,  well  corked,  through  the  falt-water  into  the  fpring, 
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and  immediately  drawing  the  cork  with  a  firing  prepared  for  th^ 
purpofc,  it  may  be  drawn  up  full  of  fine  untainted  frefti  water.—* 
There  are  fprings  of  this  kind  in  various  other  parts  of  the  State.  In 
the  county  of  Hunterdon,  near  the  top  of  Mulkonetcony  mountain,  ig 
a  noted  medicmal  fpring,  to  which  invalids  refort  from  every  quarter* 
It  iffues  from  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and  is  conveyed  into  an  arti- 
ficial refervoir  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who  wifli  to  bathe  in, 
as  well  as  to  drink,  the  waters.  It  is  a  ftrong  chal}beate,  and  very 
cold.  Thefe  waters  have  been  ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs ; 
but  perhaps  the  exercife  neceifary  to  get  to  them,  and  the  purity  of 
the  air  in  this  lofty  fituation,  aided  by  a  lively  imagination,  have  as 
great  efficacy  in  curing  the  patient  as  the  waters. 

A  curious  fpring  has  been  difcovered,  about  two  hundred  yard3 
from  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan  river,  from  which,  even  in  the 
dryeft  feafons,  a  fmall  ftream  iflues,  except  when  the  wind  continues 
to  blow  from  the  noithvweft  for  more  than  two  days  fucceffively, 
when  it  ceafes  to  run;  and  if  the  water  be  taken  out  of  the  calk 
placed  in  the  ground,  it  will  remain  empty  until  the  wind  changes, 
when  it  is  again  filled,  and  flows  as  ufual. 

In  the  townfliip  of  bhrewfbury,  in  Monmouth  county,  on  the  fide 
of  a  branc  h  of  Navefink  river,  is  a  remarkable  cave,  in  which  there 
*are  three  rooms.  The  cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long  and  fifteen  fe^t 
broad.  Each  of  the  rooms  are  arched ;  the  center  of  the  arch  is 
about  five  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  cave ;  the  fides  not  more  than 
two  and  an  ha'f.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  fmall ;  the  bottom  is  ^ 
loofc  fand ;  and  the  arch  is  foraied  in  a  foft  rock,  through  the  pores 
of  which  the  moiilure  is  flowly  exudated,  and  falls  in  drop?  on 
the  fand  below. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS, 

New-Jerfey  is  divided  into  thirteen  counties,  viz.  Cape  May, 
Cumberland,  Salem,  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  Hunterdon,  and  Sufiex, 
which  lie  from  fouth  to  north  on  Delaware  river.  Cape  May  and 
GlouceOer  extend  acrofs  to  the  fea  j  Bergen,  Eflex,  Middlefex,  and 
Moniijouth,  which  lie  from  north  to  fourh  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
State}  .-corner fet  and  Morris.  Thefe  counties  are  fubdivided  inta 
ninety^fowr  towniliips  or  precinct?, 

CHIEF    TOWNS, 

There  are  a  number  of  towns  in  this  State,  nearly  of  equal  fize 
and  importance,  an.)  none  that  has  more  than  about  two  hundred 
houfes  compa<^ly  buHt,  trentqn* 
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TRENTON. 

Trenton  is  bne  of  the  largeft  towns  inNew- Jerfey  and  the  capital  of 
the  State.  It  is  fituated  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  river  Delaware, 
oppofite  the  falls,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  State,  from  north  to 
fouth,  in  latitude  40°  15',  and  about  ao'  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  river  is  not  navigable  above  thefe  falls,  except  for 
boats  which  will  carry  from  five  to  feven  hundrecJ  bufliels  of  wheat. 
This  town,  with  Lamberton,  which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  contains 
upwards  of  two  hundred  houfes,  befides  public  buildings. — Here 
the  legiflaturc  ftatedly  meets,  the  fupreme  court  fits,  and  moft  of 
the  public  offices  are  kept.  The  inhabitants  have  lately  ere6ted 
a  handfome  court  houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  femi-hexa- 
gon  at  each  end,  over  which  is  to  be  a  balluftrade.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  pleafant  town  are  feveral  gentlemen's  feats,  finely 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  ornamented  with  tafte 
and  elegance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eaftern 
parts  of  the  State  and  Philadelphia,  has  a  conliderable  inland  trade. 

BURLINGTON    CITY. 

Burlington  extends  three  miles  along  the  Delaware,  and  one 
mile  back,  at  right  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  i& 
twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia  by  water,  and  feventeen  by  land. 
The  ifland,  which  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  city,  is  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  It 
has  four  entrances  over  bridges  and  caufeways,  and  a  quantity  of 
bank  meadow  adjoining.  On  the  ifland  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  houfes,  and  feveral  public  buildings  ;  few  of  the  negroes 
in  this  city  arc  flaves.  The  main  ftrcets  are  conveniently  fpa- 
cious,  and  moftly  ornamented  with  trees  in  the  fronts  of  the 
houfes,  which  are  regularly  arranged.  The  Delaware,  oppofite  the 
town,  is  about  a  mile  wide  j  and  under  fhelter  of  Mittinnicunk  and 
Burhngton  iflands,  affords  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour.  It  is 
commodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  but  is  too  near  the  opulent  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  admit  of  any  confiderable  increafe  of  foreign  com- 
merce. There  are  two  houfes  for  public  worfliip  in  the  town,  one 
for  the  Friends  or  Quakers,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  one  for 
Epifcopalians.  The  other  public  buildings  are  two  market  houfes, 
a  court  houfe,  and  the  beft  gaol  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe,  there  is 
an  academy,  a  free  fchool,  a  nail  manufactory,  and  an  excellent  diftil- 

3  B  a.  lery, 
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lery,  if  that  can  be  called  excellent  which  produces  a  poifon  both  d^ 
Jiealth  and  morals. 

The  city  was  a  free  port  under  the  State.  The  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen,  hold  a  commercial  court,  when  the  matter  in  contro- 
verfy  is  between  foreigners  and  foreigners,  or  between  foreigners  and 
citizens.  The  ifland  of  Burlington  was  l^id  out,  and  the  firft  feftle- 
ments  made,  as  eaily  as  1677.  Iri  1682,  the  ifland  of  Mittinnicunk, 
or  Free-School-Ifland,  was  given  for  the  ufe  of  the  ifland  of  Burling- 
ton ;  the  yearly  profits  ariiing  from  it,  which  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  arc  appropriated  for  tbt  education  of  pooj? 
children.  '        - 

fERTH.AMBOY   CITl'. 

Perth-Amboy  city  took  its  name  from  James  Drummond,  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  Ambo,  the  Indian  word  for  point,  and  ftands  on  a  neck 
of  land  included  between  Raritan  river  and  Arthur  Kill  found.  It? 
fituation  is  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and  has 
one  of  the  beft  harbours  on  the  continent.  VefTels  from  fea  may 
enter  it  in  one  tide  in  almoft  any  weather.  Great  efforts  have  been 
made,  and  legiflative  encouragements  offered,  to  render  it  a  place  of 
trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was  early  incorporated  wich 
city  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  members  to  the  General 
AlTembly  until  the  revolution  :  until  this  event,  it  was  the  capital  of 
Eafl-Jerley ;  and  the  legiflature  and  fupremflUcourt  ufed  to  fit  here 
and  at  Burlington  alternately. 

BRUNSWICK   CITT. 

Brunfwick  city  was  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on  the 
fouth-wefi:  fide  of  Raritan  river,  over  which  a  fine  bridge  has  lately 
been  built,  twelve  miles  above  Amboy.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
hpufes,  and  more  rhan  two  thoufand  Inhabitants,  one  half  of  whom 
are  Dutch.  Its  fit  nation  is  low  and  unpleafant,  being  on  the  bank 
of  a  river,  and  under  a  high  hill  which  rifes  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
The  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  river  in  winter,  frequenrly  lodges 
•n  the  fliallow  fording  place  jufl  oppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a 
temporary  dam,  which  occaiions  the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above 
its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes  to  overflow  the  lower  floors  of  thofe 
houfes  which  are  not  guarded  againft  this  inconvenience  by  having 
their  foundations  elevated.  The  llreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with 
ftone.  The  water  in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  in  general  bad.  THe 
inhabitants  afe  beginning  to  build  on  the  hill  above  the  town,  which 
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te  very  pleafant,   and  commands  a  very  agreeable  profpe^t.    The 

citizens  have  a  confiderable  inland  trade,  and  feveral  fmali  veflela 

belonging  to  the  port. 

PRINCE  rowii, 

]?rince  town  is  1  pleafant  village,  of  about  eighty  houfes,  fifty-two 
miles  from  New-York,  and  forty-two  from  Philadelphia.  Its  pnbltc 
buildings  are  a  large  college  edifice  of  ftone,  and  a  Pre&yterian  church 
built  of  brick.    Its  fituation  is  remarkably  healthy. 

ELIZABETH    TOWN. 

Elizabeth  town  is  fifteen  miles  from  New- York.  Its  fituation  Is, 
pleafant,  and  its  foil  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  State.  In  the 
compa6t  part  of  the  town  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes.  The  public  buildings  are  a  very  handfome  Prelbyterian  bride 
church  lately  built,*  an  Epifcopal  church  alfo  of  brick,  and  an  aca- 
demy. This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State.  It  was  pur"- 
.  chafed  of  the  Indians  as  early  as  1664,  and  was  fettled  foon  after. 

NEWARK. 

Newark  is  feven  miles  from  New- York.  It  is  a  handfotivc, 
flourifliing  town,  about  the  ftze  of  Elizabethtown,  and  has  two 
Prcfbyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of  flcne,  and  is  the  largeft  and 
moll  elegant  building  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  an  epif- 
copal church,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  This  town  is  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  its  cyder,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largeft  flioc 
manufactory  in  the  State:  the  average  number  made  daily  through- 
out the  year,  is  ellimated  at  about  two  hundred  pair. 

POPULATION.  . 

In  1745,  there  were  fixty-one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  three 
inhabitants  in  this  State,  of  which  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix 
were  fl'ves  :  in  1783,  the  number  was  forty-feven  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  (ixty-nine,  of  which  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
cighty-oue  were  flaves. 

1:11784,  a  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  by  order  of  the 
legillature,  when  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  five,  of  which  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and 

*  Their  former  church,  which  wcs  very  elegant,  was  burnt  in  J7S0  by  a  refugee,  who 
Was  a  native,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Elizabethtown. 

one 
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one  were  blacks :  of  thefe  blacks^  one  thoufand  nine  hunclrtid  attJ 
thirty-nine  only  were  Haves ;  fo  that  the  proportion  of  flaves  to  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  State  was  only  one  to  fevenry-fix.— * 
According  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  the  State  of  population  was  as 
follows ; 
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According  to  the  foregoing' ftatement,  the  average  annual  increafe 
of  population  in  this  State,  fince  1738,  has  been  two  thouland  fix 
hundred  and  thirty,  exclufive  of  emigratior.s,  which,  fince  1783, 
have  been  numerous  to  the  country  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains; 
Thefe  emigrations  will  lefien  in  proportion  as  the  inhabitants  turn 
their  attention  to  manufadlures. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER;. 

There  are  in  this  State  about  fifty  Prelbyterian  congregations j 
fubjeft  to  the  care  of  three  Prelbyteriesj  viz.  That  of  New-York,  of 
New-Brunfwick  and  Philadelphia.  A  part  of  the  caarge  of  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia  Prelbyteries  lies  in  New-Jerfey,  and  part  in 
their  own  rel'pedive  States. 

Befides  thefc,  there  are  upwards  of  forty  congregations  of  Friends^ 
thirty  of  the  Baptiftsj  twenty-five  of  Epifcopaliansj  twenty-eight  of 
Dutch  Reformed,  befides  Methodifts  and  a  fettlement  of  Moraviansi 

All  thefe  religious  denominations  live  together  in  peace  and  har- 
mony^ and  worlliip  Almighty  God  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  confciences  j  they  are  not  compelled  to  attend  or  fupport  any 
worlhip  contrary  to  their  own  faith  and  judgment.  All  Frotejlr.nt 
inhabitants  of  peaceable  behaviour  are  eligible  to  the  civil  offices  of 
the  State. 

Many  circuwftances  concur  to  render  the  character  of  the  inhabitants 
various  in  different  parts  of  the  StatCi  They  are  a  colledion  of  Lovy 
Dutch,  Germans,  Engliflij  Scotch,  Irifli,  and  NeW'Englanciers,  or  their 
defcendants.  National  attachment  and  mutual  convenience  have  gene- 
rally induced  thefe  feVera!  kinds  of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a 
body,  and  in  this  way  their  peculiar  national  manners,  cuftoms  and 
ehara«fters,  are  ftill  preferved,  efpecially  among  the  poorer  clafs  of 
people,  Who  have  little  intercourfe  with  any  but  thofe  of  their  own 
uationi  Religion,  although  its  tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  thofe 
things  that  are  eflential  to  happinefs,  occafions  wide  differences  as 
to  manners^  cuilomsj  and  even  charaifter;  The  Prefbyterian^  the 
Quaker,  the  Epilcopalian,  the  Baptifl:,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch 
Calvinift,  the  Methodift  and  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diftin-* 
guifliing  charafteriftics,  either  in  their  worftiip,  their  difcipline,  or 
their  drefs.  There  is  ftill  another  chara6teriftical  difference,  diftinft 
from  either  of  the  others,  .which  arifes  from  the  intercourfe  of  the 
inhabitants  with  different  Stages.  The  people  in  VVeft-JeiTey  trade 
to  Philadelphia,  and  of  courfe  imitate  their  faftiions  and  imbibe  their 
manntrs.     Tlie  inhabitants  of  Eaft-Jerfcy  trade  to  New^York,  an 
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regulate  their  fafliions  and  manners  according  to  thofe  in  New-York. 
So  that  the  difference,  in  regard  to  fafhions  and  manners,  between 
Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  is  nearly  as  great  as  between  New- York  and 
Philadelphia.  Add  to  all  thefe  the  differences  common  in  all  coun- 
tries, ariiing  from  the  various  occupations  of  men,  fuch  as  the  ci- 
vilian, the  divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  tlie  mechanic ;  the 
clownilli,  and  the  refpeftable  farmer,  all  of  whom  have  different 
purfuits,  or  purfue  the  fame  thing  differently,  and  of  courfe 
muft  have  different  ideas  and  manners.  When  we  take  into  view  all 
thefe  differences,  (and  all  thefe  differences  exift  in  New-Jerfey,  and 
many  of  them  in  all  the  other  States)  it  cannot  be  expeded  that 
many  general  obfervations  will  apply.  It  may,  however,  in  truth 
be  faid,  that  the  people  of  New- Jerfey  are  generally  induftrious, 
frugal  and  hofpitablcr  There  are,  comparatively,  but  few  men  of 
learning  in  the  State,  nor  can  it^  be' faid,  that  the  people  in  general 
Have  a  tafte  for  the  fciences.  The  poorer  cTafs,  in  which  may  be  in- 
cluded a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
State,  have  been  jnattentive  to  the  education  of  their  children,  who  are 
but  too  generally  left  to  grow  up  in  ign9rance.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  the  firll  rank  in  abilities  and  learning  in  the 
civil  offices  of  the  State,  and  in  the  feveral  learned  profeffions. 

It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  geographer  to  compliment  the  ladies,  nor 
would  we  be  thought  to  do  it  when  we  fay,  that  there  is  at  leaft  as 
great  a  number  of  induftrious,  difcreet,  amiable,  genteel  and  hand- 
fome  women  in  New-Jerfey,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha» 
bitants,  as  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  States. 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  &c.- 

The  trade  of  this  State  is  carried  on  almoft  folely  with  and  from 
^6fe  two  great' commercial  cities,  New-York  on  one  fide,  and  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  other,  though  it  wants  not  good  ports  of  its  own. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legiilature  to  fecure  to  the 
State  Its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  extraordinary  privi- 
leges to  merchants  who  would  fettle  at  Amboy  and  Burlington,  two 
very  commodious  ports.  But  the  people  having  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and 
New-York,  and  of  courfe  having  their  correfpondencies  eftabliflied, 
and  their  mode  of  dealing  fixed,  they  find  it  difficult  to  turn  their 
trade  from  the  old  channel.  Befides,  in  thefe  large  cities,  where 
are  fo  many  able  merchants,-  and  fo  many  wants  to  be  fupplied, 
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trcdits  are  more  eafity  obtained,  and  a  better  and  qulclcer  market  is 
found  for  produce  than  could  be  expected  in  towns  lefs  populous  and 
fiourilhing.  Thefe  and  other  caules  of  the  fame  kind  have  hitherto 
rendered  abortive  the  encouragements  held  out  by  the  legiflature. 

The  articles  exported,  belides  thofe  already  mentioned,  are  wheat, 
flour,  horfes,  live  cattle,  hams,  which  are  celebrated  as  being  among 
the  beft  in  the  world,  lumber,  flax-feed,  leather,  iron  in  great  quan- 
tities, in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copper  ore;  but  the  mines 
have  not  been  worked  iince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
The  imports  oonfift  chieiiy  of  Weft-India  goods. 

The  manufa<5tures  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  very  incos- 
fiderable,  not  fufficient  to  fupply  its  own  confumption,  if  we  excej* 
the  articles  of  iron,  nails  and  leather.  A  fpirit  of  induftry  and  im- 
provement, particularly  in  manufacture*,  has,  however,  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  the  four  laft  years.  Moft  of  the  families  in  the  country^ 
and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are  clothed  in  ftrong,  decent 
homefpun ;  and  it  is  a  happy  circumftance  for  the  country,  that  thi« 
plain  American  drefs  is  every  day  growing  more  fafliionable,  not 
only  in  this  but  in  all  the  States. 

In  Trenton,  Newark  and  Elizabeth-Town  are  feveral  very  valuable 
tan-yards,  where  leather  in  large  quantities,  and  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity, is  made  and  exported  to  the  neighbouring  markets.  Steel  was 
manufadured  at  Trenton  in  the  time  of  the  war,  but  not  coniidera- 
•  bly  fince. 

In  Gloucefler  county  is  a  glafs-houfe.  Paper-mills  and  nail-ma- 
nufadlories  are  erected  and  worked  to  good  advantage  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  State.  Wheat  alfo  is  manufaftured  into  flour,  and  Indian 
corn  into  meal,  to  good  account,  in  the  weftern  counties,  where 
wheat  is  the  ftaple  commodity.  But  the  iron  manufa£lurc  is  of  all 
others  the  greateft  fource  of  wealth  to  the  State.  Iron  works  arc 
«rec^ed  in  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  SulTex,  Morris,  and  other  coun- 
ties. The  mountains  in  the  county  of  Morris  give  rife  to  a  number 
of  ftreams  neceflary  and  convenient  for  thefe  works,  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifli  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore  of  a  fuperior  quality^ 
In  tlxis  county  alone  are  no  lefs  than  feven  rich  iron  mines,  from 
•which  might  be  taken  ore  fufficient  to  fupply  the  United  States ;  and 
to  work  it  into  iron  are  two  furnaces,  two  rolling  and  flitting  mills, 
and  about  thirty  forges,  containing  from  two  to  foiir  fires  each. 
Thefe  works  produce  annually  about  five  hinidred  and  forty  tons  of 
bar  iron,  eight  hundred  tons  of  pig,  befides  lar^e  quantities  of  hol- 
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low  ware,  Hieet  iron  and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  State,  it  is  fijp* 
pofed  there  is  yearly  made  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of  bar  iron^ 
twelve  hundred  tons  of  pig,  eight  hunderd  tons  of  nail  rods,  exclufiv© 
of  hollow  ware,  and  various  other  callings,  of  which  vaft  quantities 
made.  > 

Early  in  the  late  wa?*,  a  powder-mill  was  erected  in  Morriftown  by 
Colonel  Ford,  who  was  enabled,  by  the  ample  lupply  of  falt-petre 
furniftied  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  to  make  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  that  valuable  and  neceflary  article,  at  a  time  when  it  was  moft 
needed ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  at  the  door  it  afforded  a  timely 
fupply. 

A  manufaduring  company  was  incorporated,  in  1791,  by  the  le* 
giflature  of  this  State,  and  favoured  with  very  great  privileges.  The 
better  to  encourage  every  kind  of  manufacture,  a  fubfcription  was 
opened,  under  the  patronage  of  the  fecretary  of  the  trealury  of  the 
United  States,  for  this  important  fervice.  Each  fubfcnber  promifed 
to  pay,  for  every  lliare  annexed  to  his  name,  four  hundred  dollars 
to  the  truftees  appointed  to  receive  it.  A  fum  of  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  was  almoft  immediately  fubfcribed,  and  the 
diredors  of  the  affociation  have  lince  taken  the  proper  meafures  to 
carry  into  effed  their  extenlive  plan.  They  have  fixed  on  the  Great 
Falls  in  PafTaik  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the  eredlion  of 
mills,  and  the  town,  which  they  call  Paterfon,  in  honour  of  the 
prefent  governor  of  New-Jerfey.  Every  advantage  appears  to  be 
concentrated  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one  of  the  mofl 
chgible  in  the  United  States  for  the  permanent  eflablifliment  of  ma- 
nufactures. Already  a  large  fum  of  money  has  been  expended,  and 
the  works  are  in  forwardncfs. 

Although  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  are  farmers,  yet 
agriculture  has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inftances  excepted)  to  that 
degree,  which  from  long  experience  we  might  rationally  expedt,  and 
which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  many  places,  feems  to  encourage, 
A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  who,  although  they  are 
in  general  neat  and  induftrious  farmers,  have  very  little  cnterprlfc, 
and  feldom  adopt  any  new^  improvements  in  hufbandry,  becaufey 
through  habits  and  want  of  education  to  expand  and  liberalife  their 
minds,  they  think  their  old  modes  of  tilling  the  bed.  Indeed,  this 
is  the  cafe  with  the  great  body  of  the  common  people,  and  proves  al- 
moft aa  inTurmountable  obstacle  to  agricultural  improvements. 
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LITERATURE,  IMPROVEMENTS,  Zee. 

There  are  two  colleges  in  New-Jerfey ;  one  at  Prince  town,  called 
Naffau-Hall ;  the  other  at  ;3runfwick,  called  Qiieen*s  College.  The 
ollege  at  Prince  town  was  firft  founded  by  charter  from  John  Hamil- 
ton, Efq.  Prelident  of  the  Council,  about  the  year  1738,  and  en- 
larged by  Governor  Belcher  in  1747.  The  charter  delegates  a  power 
of  granting  to  "  the  ftudents  of  faid  college,  or  to  any  others  thought 
worthy  of  them,  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  granted  in  either  of  the  uni- 
verfities,  or  any  other  colltge  in  Great-Britain."  It  has  twenty-three 
truftee^.  The  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  prelident  of  the  col- 
lege are,  ex  officHs,  two  of  them.  It  has  an  annual  income  of  about 
nine  hundred  pounds  currency,  of  which  two  hundred  pounds  arifc 
from  funded  public  fecurities  and  lands,  and  the  reft  from  the  fees  of 
the  ftudents. 

The  prelident  of  the  college  is  alfo  profeflbr  of  eloquence,  criti- 
cifm  and  chronology.  The  vice-prefident  is  alio  profelfor  ot  divinity 
and  moral  philolophy.  There  is  alio  a  profeflbr  ot  mathematics 
and  natural  philofophy,  and  two  matters  of  languages.  T):ie  tour 
■clafles  in  college  contain  commonly  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  ftu- 
dents. There  is  a  grammar-fchool  of  about  twenty  fcholars,  con- 
neded  with  the  college,  under  the  fliperintendance  of  the  prefident, 
and  taught  fometimes  by  a  fenjor  fchoar,  and  ibmetimes  by  a 
graduate. 

Before  the  war,  this  college  w^as  fiirniflied  with  a  philofophical 
apparatus,  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  which  (except  the  elegmt 
orrery  conftru6ted  by  Mr.  Rittenhoufe;  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed 
by  the  Britifli  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was  alio  the  library,  which 
pow  confifts  of  between  two  and  three  thouiand  volumes. 

The  college  edifice  is  handfomely  built  with  ftone,  and  is  one  hun- 
dired  and  eighty  feet  in  lengthy  fifty-four  in  breadth,  and  tour  ftories 
liigh,  and  is  divided  into  forty-two  convenient  chambers  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  ftudents,  befides  a  dining-hall,  chapel,  and  room 
for  the  library.  Its  fituation  is  elevated,  and  exceedir.gly  pleafant 
and  healthful.  It  is  remarkable,  that  fince  the  removal  of  ihe  college 
to  Prince  town,  in  1 7 1;6,  there  have  been  but  five  of  fix  deaths  among 
the  ftudents.  The  view  from  the  college  balcony  is  extenfive  and 
^harming. 
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The  college  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  fucceflion  of  prefidents, 
eminent  for  piety  and  learning,  and  has.furniflied  a  number  of  ci- 
vJlianSy  divines  and  pbylicians,  of  the  firil  rank  in  America, 

The  charter  for  Queen's  College,  at  Brunfvvick,  was  granted  jult 
before  the  war,  in  confequence  of  an  application  from  a  body  of  the 
Dutch  church.  Its  funds,  raifed  wholly  by  free  donations,  amount- 
cdy  foon  after  its  eftablifliment,  to  four  thoufand  pounds,  but  they 
were  confiderably  diminiihed  by  the  war.  The  grammarrfchool, 
wkich  is  connefted  with  the  college,  confifts  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  ftudents,  under  the  care  of  the  truflees.  The  college  at  prefent 
is  not  in  a  very  flourifiiing  ftate. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  acaderaiea  in  this  State  j  one  at  Free? 
liold  in  the  county  of  Monmouth ;  another  at  Trenton,  in  which  are 
about  eighty  fludents  in  the  different  branches  ;*it  has  a  fund  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  intereft 
.©n  public  fecurities;  another  in  Hackinfack,  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
gen, of  upwards  of  an  hundred  fcholars  j  inftrudion  and  board  are 
laid  to  be  cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State.  There 
ss  another  flourifliing  academy  at  Orangedale,  in  the  county  of  ElTex, 
cosftfling  of  nearly  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the  others,  furniflied 
with  a^le  inftruftors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
|)€en  opened  at  Elizabeth  town,  and  confills  of  upwards  of  twenty 
fludents  in  the  languages,  and  is  increafmg.  An  academy,  by  the 
name  of  Burlington  academy,  has  lately  been  eilabiifhed  atj^Buiiing- 
ton,  under  the  direction  of  feven  truftees,  and  the  inflrudion  of  two 
preceptors.  The  fyflem  of  education  adopted  in  this  academy  is  de- 
figned  to  prepare  the  fcholars  for  the  fludy  of  the  more  difficult  clalTics 
and  the  higher  branches  of  fcience  in  a  college  or  univerfity.  At 
Newark,  an  academy  was  founded  in  June  1792,  and  promifes  to 
be  a  ufeful  inflitution.  Beftdes  thefe,  there  are  grammar  fchools  at 
Springfield,  Morriftown,  Bordentown,  Amboy,  &c.  There  are  nqt 
^regular  ellublifliments  for  common  fchools  in  the  State.  The  ufual 
piode  of  education  is  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  or  neighbour- 
Jiood  to  join  in  affording  a  temporary  fupport  for  a  fchoolmafter^ 
upon  fuch  terms  as  are  mutually  agreeable.  But  the  encouragement 
which  thefe  occafional  teachers  meet  with^  is  generally  fuch,  as  that 
no  perfon  of  abilities  adequate  to  the  bufinefs  will  undertake  it  j  anc^ 
of  courfe,  little  advantage  is  derived  from  thefe  fchools.  The  im- 
provement in  thefe  common  fchools  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the 
pay  of  the  teacher.    It  is  therefore  inuch  to  be  regretted  that  the 
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legiflature  do  not  take  up  this  fubjed,  and  adopt  fuch  method  of 
fupporting  public  fchools  as  has  been  pradifed  upon  with  vilibl* 
good  fuccefs  in  fome  of  the  New-England  5tates. 

There  is  a  medical  fociety  in  this  State,  confifling  of  about  thirty 
of  their  moft  refpeftable  phyficians,  who  meet  twice  a  year.  No 
perfon  is  admitted  to  the  practice  of  phyfic  without  a  licence  from 
the  fiipreiTie  court,  founded  on  a  certificate  from  this  fociety,  or  at 
"  leaft  two  of  its  members,  teititying  his  (kill  and  abilities.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  in  the  county  of  Cape  May  no  regular  phylician  has 
ever  found  fupport.  Medicine  has  been  adminiilered  by  women,  ex- 
cept in  fome  extraordinary  cafes. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  following  is  the  conftitution  of  this  State  : 

Whereas  all  the  conflitutional  authority  ever  poflefled  by  the  kings 
of  Great-Britain  over  thefe  colonies,  or  their  other  dominions,  was 
by  compa(ft  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of  them  for  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  the  whole  fociety,  allegiance  and  protedion  are,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  ties,  each  equally  depending  upon 
the  otherj  and  liable  to  be  diifTolved  by  the  other's  being  refufed  or 
withdrawn.  And  whereas  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great-Britain, 
has  refufed  protection  to  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies ;  and, 
by  affenting  to  fundry  adls  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  attempted  to 
fubje6l  them  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  that  body ;  and  has  alfo 
made  war  upon  them  in  the  moft  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for 
no  other  caufe  than  averting  their  juft  rights ;  all  civil  authority 
under  him  is  neceflarily  at  an  end,  and  a  diflblution  of  government 
in  each  colony  has  confequently  taken  place. 

And  w'hereas  in  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of  thefe  colonies, 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  a  cruel  and  relentlefs  enemy,  fome  form  of 
government  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of 
good  order,  but  alfo  the  more  effeftually  to  unite  the  people,  and 
enable  them  to  exert  their  whole  force  in  their  own  neceflary  de- 
fence ;  and  as  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs,  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  American  colonies,  has  advifed  fuch  of  the  colonies 
as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the  meafure,  to  adopt  for  themfelves  re- 
fpeftively  fuch  government  as  fliall  beil  conduce  to  their  own  hap- 
pinefs  and  fafety,  and  the  .well-being  of  America  in  general ;  we,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  Qolony  of  New-Jerfey,  having  been  ele£led  by 
all  the  counties  in  the  freeft  manner,  and  in  Congrefs  aflembled, 
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have,  after  mature  deliberations,  agreed  upon  a  fet  of  charter  rights, 
arid  the  form  of  a  conftitution,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

I.  That  the  government -of  this  province  fliail  be  vtfted  in  a  Go- 
Ternor,  Legiflative  Council  and  General  AfTembl/. 

II.  That  the  Legiflative  Council  and  General  AiTeir.bly  fliall  be 
chofen,  for  the  firft  time,  6n  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Angnft  next-, 
the  members  whereof  fhail  be  the  fame  in  number  and  qualifications 
as  is  herein  after  mentioned;  and  (liall  be  and  remain  vefttd  with  all 
the  powers  and  authority  to  be  held  by  any  future  Legiflative  Coun- 
cil and  AfTembly  of  this  colony,  until  the  fecond  Tueiday  in  Octo- 
ber which  fliall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tboufandfeven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-*feven. 

III.  That  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  October  yearlyy  and  every 
]fear  for  ever,  (with  the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  as 
Gccafion  may  recjuire)  the  counties  fliall  feverally  chufe  one  perfon 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  of  this  colony,  who  fhall 
be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  e]e(5lion,  an 
inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  the  county  in  wliich  he  is  chofen,  and 
worth  at  kafl  one  thoufand  pounds,  proclamation  money,  of  real 
and  perfonal  eftate  within  the  faid  county  :  that,  at  the  fame  time, 
each  county  fliall  alfo  chufe  three  members  of  Aflembly ;  provided, 
that  no  perfon  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  faid  Afl^embly,  unlefs 
hej>e  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eUdion  an 
inhabitant  of  the  county  he  is  to  reprefent-,  and  worth  "five  hundred 
pounds,  proclamation  money,  in  real  and  perfonal  efl:ate,  in  the  fame 
county ;  that  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  next  after  the  day  of  eledion, 
the  Council  and  Afl^embly  fliall  fep>ararely  meet ;  and  that  the  con- 
fent  of  both  Houfes  fliall  be  necefTary  to  every  law  ;  provided,  that 
feven  fliall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing  buflnefs,  and  that 
no  law  fliall  pafs,  unlefs  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  each  body  perfonally  prefent,  and  agreeing  thereto.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  Council  and  General  Afll-mbly  convened,  fliall,  at  any  time 
©r  times  hereafter,  judge  it  equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  di- 
minifh  the  number  or  proportion  of  the  members  of.Afl!embly  for 
any  county  or  counties  in  this  colony,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
fame  may,  on  th.e  principles  of  more  equal  reprefentation,  be  law- 
fully done,  any  thing  in  this  charter  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding, 
fo  that  the  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly  (hall  not  at 
»ny  time  be  lefs  than  thirty-nine, 
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rV.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of  full  age,  who  are 
worth  fifty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  clear  eftate  in  the  fame,  and 
liave  re lided  within  the  county  in  which  they  claim  a  vote,  for  twelve 
months  immediately  preceding  the  eledion,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  reprefentatives  in  Council  and  AfTembly  :  and  alfo  for  all  other 
public  ofiicers  that  fliall  be  eledted  by  the  people  of  the  county  at 
large. 

V.  That  the  AfTembly,  when  met^  fliall  have  power  to  choofe  a 
fpeaker,  and  other  their  officers ;  to  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and 
ele(5lions  of  their  own  members ;  fit  upon  their  own  adjournments  ; 
prepare  bills  to  be  pafled  into  laws  ;  and  to  empower  their  fpeaker 
to  convene  them,  whenever  any  extraordinary  occurrence  fliall  render 
it  necefTary. 

VI.  That  the  Council  fliall  have  power  to  prepare  bills  to  pafs  into 
laws,  and  have  other  like  powers  as  the  AfTembly,  and  in  all  re- 
fpe6ts  to  be  a  free  and  independent  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  this  co- 
lony ;  fave  only,  that  they  fliall  not  prepare  or  alter  any  money  bill, 
which  fhall  be  the  privilege  of  the  AfTembly.  That  the  Council  fliall 
from  time  to  time  be  convened  by  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  but 
mufl  be  convened  at  all  times  when  the  AfTen;bly  fits ;  for  which  pur^ 
pofe  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  fhall  always  immediately 
after  an  adjournment  give  notice  to  ttie  governor  or  vice-prefideljt  of 
ihe^me  and  place  to  which  the  Houfe  is  adjourned. 

VII.  That  the  Council  and  AfTembly  jointly,  at  their  firft  meeting 
after  each  annual  ele<5tion,  fliall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  eled  iome  fit 
perfon  within  the  colony  to  be  governor  for  one  year,  who  fliall  be 
conflant  prefident  of  the  council,  and  have  a  cafting  vote  in  their 
proceedings,  and  the  Council  themfelves  fhall  choofe  a  vice-prefident, 
who  fhall  ad  as  fuch  in  the  abfence  of  tlie  governor. 

VIII.  That  the  governor,  or,  in  his  abience,  the  vice-prefident  of 
the  council,  fliall  have  the  fupreme  executive  power,  be  chan- 
cellor of  the  colony,  and  aft  as  captain-general  and  commander-  in 
chief  of  all  the  militia  and  other  military  force  in  this  colony  ; 
and  that  any  three  or  more  of  the  council  fliall,  at  all  times  be  a 
privy-council  to  confqlt  them  j  and  that  the  governor  be  ordinary,  or 
lurrogate -general. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  council,  feven  whereof  fliall  be  a 
quorum,  be  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  lafl  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law, 
as  heretofore  j  and  that  they  poflefs  the  power  of  granting  pardons 
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to  criminals  after  condemnation,  in  all  cafes  of  treafon,  felony,  <ar 
other  offences. 

X.  That  captains,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  militia,  iliall 
be  chofen  by  the  companies  in  the  refpeftive  counties  ;  but  field  and 
genera!  officers  by  the  Council  and  AlTembly. 

XI.  That  the  Council  and  Affembly  fliall  have  power  to  make  th? 
great  feal  of  this  colony,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the  governor,  or  ia 
his  abfence,  by  the  vice-prefident  of  the  council,  to  be  uied  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require;  and  it  ftiall  be  called,  the  great  jcal  of  the 
colony  of  Nevj-jferfey. 

XII.  That  the  judges  of  the  fiipreme  court  fliall  continue  in  offic? 
for  feven  years ;  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  feveral  counties,  juftices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the  fu- 
preme  court,  clerks  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and 
quarter  feffions,  the  attorney-general,  ^nd  provincial  fecretary, 
fliall  continue  in  office  for  five  years;  and  the  provincial  treafnrer 
iliall  continue  in  office  for  one  year  ;  and  that  they  fhall  be,  feverally 
appointed  by  the  Council  and  Affembly  in  manner  aforefaid,  and 
commillioned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  vice-prefident 
of  the  council.  Provided  always,  that  the  laid  officers  feverally, 
fliall  be  capable  of  being  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  the  terms  feverally 
before  limited  ;  and  that  any  of  the  faid  officers  fliall  be  liable  to  be 
difmiffed,  when  adjudged  guilty  of  mifbehaviour,  by  the  Counqjl  oa 
an  impeachment  of  the  Affembly. 

XIII.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  county,  qualified  to  yote  asaforei- 
faid,  fliall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  eleding  their  reprefentatives,  an- 
nually ele^t  one  flieriff,  and  one  or  more  coroners ;  and  that  they 
may  re-ele6t  the  fame  perfon  to  fuch  offices  until  he  fliall  have  ferved 
three  years,  but  no  longer  ;  after  which  three  years  mufl:  elapfe  be- 
fore the  fame  perfon  is  capable  of  being  eleded  again.  When  the 
election  is  certified  to  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  under  the  hands 
of  fix  freeholders  of  the  county  for  which  they  were  elected,  they 
fliall  be  immediately  commiffioned  t;o  ferve  in  their  rcfpective  of- 
fices. .  '  .   ■ 

XIV.  That  the  townfliips,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  eled- 
ing  other  officers,  fliall  chufe  conftables  for  the  diflri6ts  refpe6lively  ; 
and  alfo  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good  chara61:er,  to 
hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals  relative  to  unjufi:  affeffments 
in  cafes  of  public  taxation  •,.  which  commiflioners  of  appeal  fliall, 
for  that  purpofe,    fit   at  fome  fuitable  time  or  times   to  be   by 

them 
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them  appointed,    and  made  known  to   the  people  by   advertif^- 

nients. 

XV.  That  the  laws  of  the  colony  fhall  begin  in  the  following  llile, 
VIZ.  Be  it  ena^ed  by  the  Council  and  General  AJJemhly  of  this  colony^ 
and  it  is  hereby  enaHedhy  authority  of  the  fame  :  that  all  commifiions 
granted  by  the  governor  or  vice-prefident  fhall  run  thus,  I'he  colony 
of  Ne-iA}-Jerfey^  to  A.  B.  &c.  greeting  ;  and  that  all  writs  fliall  like- 
wife  run  in  the  name  of  the  colony :  and  that  all  indldments  Ihall 
conclude  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  Againjl  the  peace  of  this  colony^ 
the  government  and  dignity  of  the  fame. 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges of  witnefles  and  counfel,  as  their  profecutors  are  or  Ihall  be 
entitled  to. 

XVIf.  That  the  eftates  of  fuch  perfons  as  lliall  deflroy  their  own 
lives  fhall  not,  for  that  offence,  be  forfeited,  but  lliall  defcend  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch  perfons  died  in  the 
natural  way ;  nor  fliall  any  article  which  may  occafion  accidentally  the 
death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed  a  degdand,  or  in  any  wiifc 
forfeited  on  account  of  fuch  misfortunes. 

XVill.  That  no  perfon  fliall  ever  within  this  colony  be  deprived  of 
the  inellimable  privilege  of  worfhipping  Almighty  God  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  didates  of  his  own  confcience  ',  nor  under  any 
pretence  whatever  he  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worfliip,  con- 
trary to  his  own  faith  and  judgment ;  nor  fhall  any  perfon  within  this 
colony  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  building  or  repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place 
or  places  of  worfhip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minifler  or  mi- 
niflry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or 
voluntarily  engaged  himfelf  to  perrorm. 

XIX.  That  there  fhall  be  no  eftablifhment  of  any  one  religious  fed 
in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another ;  and  that  no  Proteftant  inha- 
bitant of  this  colony  fhall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right, 
merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles ;  but  that  all  perfons, 
profefling  a  belief  in  the  faith  of  any  Proteflant  fed,  who  fhall  demean 
^hemfeives  peaceably  under  the  government  as  hereby  eflabliflied, 
fliall  be  capable  of  being  eleded  into  any  office  of  profit  or  ti  uft,  or 
being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflaturej  and  fliall  fully 
and  freely  enjoy  every  privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their 
(ellow  fubjeds. 
'  /  '        '  '  XX.  That 
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XX.  That  the  legiflative  department  of  this  government  may,  ai 
jnwrh  as  poffible,  bepreferved  from  all  fufpicion  of  corruption,  none 
oi  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  or  other  courts,  fnerifts,  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perions  poflelted  of  any  pofl:  of  profit  under  the  govern- 
iment,  other  rhan  juftices  of  the  peace,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the 
Aflembly  ;  but  that  on  his  being  eleded  and  taking  bis  f^at,  his  of- 
^ce  ot  poft  fhail  be  confidered  as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all-  the  laws  of  this  province  contained  in  the  edition 
lately  publifhed  by  Mr.  AUinfon,  ilKiU  be  and  remain  in  full  force, 
until  altered  by  the  legifiature  of  this  colony,  fiich  only  excepted  as 
.are  incompatible  with  this  cnai  ter,  and  Ihall  be,  according  at.  hereto- 
fore, regarded  in  all  lefpeds  by  all  civil  ofticcis,  and  others  the  good 
people  of  this  provmce. 

XXIL  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of 
die  ifatute  lav/  as  has  been  heretofore  pra^lifed  in  this  colony,  fliall 
^iil  remain  in  force,  until  they  fiiall  be  altered  by  a  future  law  of  the 
legiilature;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and 
privileges'  contained  in  this  charter;  and  that  the  ineftimable  right  of 
trial  by  jury  (hall  remain  confirmed,  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  co- 
lony, v^ ithout  repeal  forever. 

XXIII.  That  every  perfon  who  (liall  be  eleded  as  aforef&id  to  be  a 
jpriember  of  the  Legiflative  Council  or  Houfe  of  AfiTembly,  fliall,  pre- 
▼ious  to  his  taking  his  feat  in  Councilor  Alfembly,  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  yiz. 

*^  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  declare,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Legiflative 
Council' or  Afiembly,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey,  I  will  not  afient  to  any  law,  vote',  or  proceeding,  which  fhali 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  welfare  of  laid  colony  ;  nor  that 
iliall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  fedion  in  the  charter  of 
this  colony,  which  eflabliiljes  that  the  elections  of  members  of  the 
legiflative  Council  and  AfTembly  fliall  he  annual;  nor  that  part  of 
the  tv.-enty-fecond  feftion  in  faid  charter,  refpeding  the  trial  by  jury, 
jior  that  fliall  annul,  repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the  eigh* 
teenth  or  nineteenth  fedfions  of  the  fame." 

And  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliali  be  eleded  as  aforefaid,  is 
hereby  inipowered  to  adminiller  to  the  faid  members  the  faid  oath  or 
sUirmation. 

Provided  alvvay?,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this.^ 
congrefs,  ihat  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  in  thefe  colo- 
pies  fliould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken  again  under  the  protect 

I  tioa 
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tion  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Britain,  this  charter  iliall  be  11^ 
and  void,  otherwife  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,   LAWS,  &c. 

The  courts  of  juftice  in  this  State  are,  firft,  Juftices  Courts.  A 
competent  numl:>er  of  pcrfons  are  appointed  in  each  county  by  the 
Council  and  Allembly  in  joiot  meeting,  who  are  called  juitices  of  th* 
peace,  and  continue  in  office  five  years  ;  who,  beiides  being  confer- 
vators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  Englifli  laws,  are  authorized 
to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  cauies  _  under  twelve  pounds* 
From  this  court,  perfons  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  quarter 
fefTions. 

Secondly,  Courts  of  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace  are  held  quar- 
terly in  every  county,  by  at  leaft  three  of  the  jullices.  This  court 
takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  is  generally  regulated 
by  the  rules  of  the  Englifii  law. 

Thirdly,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  which  are  held  quarterly  by 
judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  juf- 
tices of  the  peace,  and  who  are  commonly  of  their  number,  and  hold 
their  commillions  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held  by  a  fingk 
judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount,  and  b 
conftru6ted  on,  and  governed  by  the  principle  of  the  Englifh 
laws. 

Fourthly,  Supreme  Courts,  which  are  held  four  times  in  a  year, 
at  Trenton,  by  three  judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  hold 
their  offices  three  years ;  but  one  judge  only  is  neceflary  to  the  hold- 
ing this  court.  This  court  iias  cognizance  of  all  a6tions,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  throughout  the  State,  having  the  united  authority  of  the 
courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas,  and  exchequer  in  England.  Th« 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a 
year  in  each  county,  for  the  trial  of  caufes  arifing  in  the  county,  and 
brought  to  ifiiie  in  the  fupreme  court,  are  properly  branches  of  this 
court,  and  are  held  by  orte  of  the  judges  of  it,  except-that  in  the  courts 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always 
added  in  the  commiffion  as  affiilants  to  the  judge;  but  they  cannot 
hold  the  court  without  him. 

Fifthly,  Orphan's  Courts,  lately  eftabliflied  by  aft  of  Aflembly, 

are  held  by  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleafs,  ex  officih^ 

and  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  relating  to  wills,   adminiflra- 

tions,  &fc.  , 

^  .        ,  Sixthlj^, 
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Sixthly,  Court  of  Chancery,  held  by  the  governor  ex  officio ^  al-^ 
Ways  open.  It  is  a  court  of  law  and  equity,  founded  on  the  fame 
principles,  and  governed  by  the  fame  rules  as  the  court  of  chancery 
Jn  England. 

Sevenihiyi  HigK  Cbiirt  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  compofed  of  the 
governor,  and  feven  of  the  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals  in  the 
laft  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law. 

All  the  Englifti  laws  which  have  been  pra6lifed  upon  in  the  State^ 
and  which  are  not  repugnant  to  revolution  principles,  were  adopted 
by  .the  conflitution,  and  very  few  alterations  of  confequence  have 
lince  been  made,  except  in  the  defcent  of  the  real  eiiates,  which,  in- 
Head  of  defcending  to  the  eldeft  fon,  agreeable  to  the  old  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  as  formerly,  are  now  divided,  where  there  is  no  will,  two 
fliares  to  each  fon,  and  one  fliare  to  each  daughter,  i.  e.  the  fons  have 
double  the  daughter's  portions,  but  all  the  fons  have  equal  portion^ 
and  all  the  daughters. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  pra6life  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  with- 
out a  licence  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  obtained  unlefs  the 
candidate  fhould  be  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  fhall  have 
ferved  a  regular  clerkfliip  with  fome  licenfed  attorney  for  four  years^ 
and  have  taken  a  degree  in  fome  public  college,  otherwife  he  muft 
ferve  five  years.  This  regulation  is  confideredby  fome  as  a  depre- 
ciation of  rights  in  regard  to  citizens  of  other  States,  and  a  bar  to  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge.  He  muft  alfo  fubmit  to  an  examination  by 
three  of  the  mod:  eminent  counfellors  in  the  State,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  pra6tice  as  an  at- 
torney, he  becomes  a  candidate  for  a  counfellor's  licence,  which  is 
granted  on  a  like  examination.  Many  of  the  people  here,  however, 
as  in  other  States,  think,  becaufe  perhaps  they  arc  inftruments  in 
obliging  them  to  pay  their  debts,  that  the  lawyers  know  too  much. 
But  their  knowledge  will  not  injure  thofe  who  are  innocent,  and 
who  will  let  them  alone.  Expe.rience  has  verified  this  obfervation  in 
the  county  of  Cape  IMay.  No  lawyer  lives  within  fixty  miles  of  that 
county,  and  if  is  feldoin  that  they  attend  their  couits. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

The  military  ftrength  of  Nevv-Jerfey  confifts  of  a  militia,  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men. 

This  State  was  the  feat  of  war  for  feveral  years,  during  the  conteft 
between  Great-Britaia  and  America.     Her  lolies  both  of  men  and 
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property,  in  proportion  to  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  State,  was 
greater  than  any  other  of  the  thirteen  States.  When  General  Wafh- 
ington  was  retreating  through  the  Jerfeys,  almoft  forfaken  by  all 
others,  her  militia  were  at  all  times  obedient  to  his  orders  ;  and  for 
a  confiderablc  length  of  time,  compofed  the  ftrength  of  his  army. 
There  is  hardly  a  town  in  the  State  that  lay  in  the  progrefs  of  th^ 
Britifli  army,  that  was  not  rendered  fignal  by  fome  enterprize  or  ex- 
ploit. At  Trenton  the  enerhy  received  a  check,  which  may  be  faid 
with  juftice  to  have  turned  the  tide  of  war.  At  Prince  town,  the  feat 
of  the  mufes,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  them 
to  retire  with  precipitation,  and  take  refuge  in  difgraceful  winter 
quarters.  But  whatever  honour  this  State  might  derive  from  the  re« 
lation,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  enter  upon  an  otherwife  unprofitable 
defcription  of  battles  or  lieges ;  we  leave  this  to  the  pen  of  the  hi(- 
torian,  whofe  obje(ft  is  to  furnifli  a  minute  detail  of  every  occurring 
circumftance,  and  only  obferve  in  general,  that  the  many  military 
achievements  performed  by  the  Jerfey  foldiers,  give  this  State  one 
of  the  firft  ranks  among  her  fifters  in  a  military  view,  and  entitle 
her  to  a  ftiare  of  praife  in  the  accomplifliment  of  the  late  glorious 
revolution,  that  bears  no  proportion  to  her  lize. 
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SITUATION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  o°  20'  eaft,  and  50°  weft  longi- 
tude ;  and  between  39°  43',  and  42°  north  latitude.  Its  length  is 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles,  and  its  breadth  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix.  It  is  bounded  eaft  by  Delaware  river,  which  divides- it 
from  New-Jerfey ;  north,  by  New-York,  and  a  territory  of  about 
two  hundred  and  two  thoufand  acres,  on  lake  Erie,  purchafed  of  Coii- 
grefs  by  this  State  ;  north-weft,  by  a  part  of  lake  Erie,  where  there 
is  a  good  port ;  weft,  by  the  weftern  territory,  and  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  fbuth,  by  apart  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  The 
State  lies  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  &c. 

This  part  of  the  Union  is  well  watered,  here  are  fix  con- 
fiderable  rivers,  vthich,  with  their  numerous  branches,  penin- 
fulate  the  whole  State,  viz.  The  Delaware,  Schuylkill,  Sufque* 
hannah,  Youghiogeny,  Monongahela,  and  Allegany.  The  bay 
and  river  Delaware  are  navigable  from  the  fea  up  to  the  great 
or  lower  falls  at  TrentoUj  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles ;.  and 
are  accommodated  with  a  light  houfe,  on  cape  Henlopen,  and  with 
buoys  and  piers  for  the  direction  and  fafety  of  ftiips.  The  diftance 
of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  is  about  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  land  in  a 
fouth-weft  courfe,  to  the  New-Jerfey  coaft,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  by  the  fiiip  channel  of  the  Delaware.  So  far  it  is  navi- 
gable for  a  feventy-four  gun  fliip.  Sloops  go  thirty-fire  miles  farther^ 
to  Trenton  ialls.  The  river  is  navigable  for  boats  that  carry  eight  or 
nine  tons,  an  hundred  miles  farther,  and  for  Indian  canoes^  exce])t 
feveral  fmall  falls  or  portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  At 
Eafton  it  receives  the  Lehigh  from  the  weft,  which  is  navigable  thirty 
Hiiles.     The  tide  fets  up  as  high  as  Trentcsn  fatls,  and  at  Philadelphia 
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fifes  generally  about  five  or  fix  feet,  A  north-caft  and  eafl  wind 
raifes  it  higher. 

Between  cape  Henlopen  and  cape  May  is  the  entrance  into  the  De- 
laware bay.  The  entrance  into  the^river  is  twenty  miles  farther  np, 
at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river  is  four  or  five  miles  wide  ,  from 
Bombay  Hook  to  Reedy-Ifland  is  twenty  miles.  This  illand  is  thp 
rendezvous  of  outward-bound  fliips  in  autumn  and  fpring,  waiting  for 
a  favourable  wind.  The  courie  from  this  to  the  lea  is  S.  S.  E.  fo  that  a 
N.  W.  wind,  which  is  the  prevailing  wind  in  thefe  feafons,  is  faJT 
for  veflTels  to  put  out  to  fea.  This  river  is  generally  frozen  one  or 
two  months  in  the  year  at  Philadelphia,  fo  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
but  veflels  may  at  all  times  make  a  fecure  harbour  at  port  Penn,  at 
Reedy-lfland,  where  piers  have  been  erefted  by  the  State.  Veflels 
are  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  in  afcending  thi« 
beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia  ;"  and  the  navigation  is  fafe,  and 
in  the  milder  feafons,  efpecially  in  the  fummer,  is  indefcribably 
pleafant. 

From  Chefier  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  and  fifteen 
by  land,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iflands  of  marfh, 
which  are  generally  banked  and  turned  into  rich  and  immeiifcly  va- 
luable meadows. 

Billinfport,  twelve  miles  belo\v  Philadelphia,  was  fortified  in  the 
Igte  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort,  feveral 
large  frames  of  tijnber,  headed  with  iron  fpike?,  called  chevaux  de 
frizes,  were  funk  to  prevent  the  Britifli  fliips  from  palfing.  Since 
the  peace,  a  curious  machine  has  been  invented  in  Philadelphia  tQ 
raife  them. 

The  Schuylkill  rifes  north-wefi-  of  the  Kittatinny  mountains, 
through  which  it  pafles,  into  a  fine  champaign  country,  and  runs, 
from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  a  fouth- 
eaft  diredlion,-  and  pafling  through  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, falls  into  the  Delaware  oppofite  Mud-Ifland,  fix  or  feven  miles 
below  the  city.  It  is  navigable  from  above  Reading,  eighty-five  or 
ninety  miles  to  its  mouth.  There  are  four  floating  bridges  thrown 
acrofs  it,  made  of  logs  faftened  together,  and  lying  upon  the  water, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Phdadelphia. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  river  rifes  in  lakes  Ot- 
fego  and  Otego,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  and  runs  in  fuch  a  wind- 
ing courfe  as  to  crofs  the  boundary  line  between  New- York  and 
Pennfylvania  thr^e  times.    It  receives  Tyoga  river,  one  of  its  prin-? 
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cipal  branches,  in  latitude  41°  57',  three  miles  fouth  of  the  ioui*- 
dary  line.  The  Sufquehannah  branch  is  navigable  for  l>atteaux.  to 
its  fource,  whence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles.  The 
Tyoga  branch  is  navigable  fifty  miles  for  batteaux  ;  and  its  fource  is 
but  a  few  miles  from  the  Cheneflee,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario. 
From  Tyoga  point,  the  river  proceeds  fouth-eaft  to  Wyoming 
without  any  obftrudion  by  falls,  and  then  fouth-eaft,  over  Wyo- 
ming falls,  till  at  Sunbury,  in  about  latitude  41%  it  meets  the  weft 
branch  of  Sufquehannah,  which  is  navigable  ninety  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  fome  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  miles,  and 
approach  very  near  fome  of  the  boatable  branches  of  the  Allegany 
river.  This  noble  river  is  paffable  to  Middletown,  below  Harris* 
ferry,  with  boats,  carrying  feveral  hundred  bufiiels,  and  with  rafts 
of  boards,  &c.  from  the  State  of  New-York,  as  well  as  down  the, 
Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred  miles,  in  their  dif- 
ferent windings,  but  it  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous  falls  below  Middletown.  About  fifteen  miles 
above  Harrilburg,  it  receives  the  Juniata  from  the  north-weft,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  AJlegany  mountains,  and  flowing  through  a  moun. 
tainous,  broken,  yet  cultivable  country.  This  river  is  navigable 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  Swetara,  which  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  from  the  north- 
eafl,  is  navigable  fifteen  miles.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  and  a  mile  from  Middletown,  is  a  grifl  mill,  which 
merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  very-  large  and  handfome  flone  build- 
ing, has  four  pair  of  flones,  and  is,  perhaps,  in  every  refped  one 
of  the  moft  complete  in  the  State.  But  the  mofl  remarkable  circum- 
Hance  relative  to  it,  is  the  race,  which  is  a  canal  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  wide,  and  carried  with  fuch  a  degree  of  bolduefs  to  a 
length  of  four  hundred  and  feventy~fix  rods  or  perches,  through 
rocks  and  hills,  and  every  obftacle  in  its  courfe,  as  canriot  fail  to  ex- 
cite a  very  high  idea  of  the  enterprize  and  perfevering  induftry  of 
Mr.  George  Frey,  the  undertaker  and  owner. 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpehoken  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a  canal 
and  lock  navigation  is  undertaken,  and  the  works  commenced^ by 
an  incorporated  company  whofe  capital  is  four  hundred,  thouiand 
dollars.  This  leads  through  the  Schuylkill  to  Philadelphia.  When 
this  fhall  be  effected,  a  pafiTage  will  be  open  to  Philadelphia  from  the 
Juniata,  the  Tyoga,  and  the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah,   which  waters  at  lead   fifteen  millions  of  ?icres.      From 
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this  jun^lion,  the  general  courfe  of  the  Sufquehannah  is  about 
fouth-eaft  until  it  falls  into  the  head  of  the  Chefapeak  bay  at  Havre 
de' Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wide,  at  its  mouth,  and  is  navigable 
for  fea  veflels  but  about  five  miles,  on  account  of  its  rapids.  The 
banks  of  the  river  are  very  romantic,  particularly  where  it  paiTes 
through  the  mountains.  This  pafTage  has  every  appearance  of  having 
been  forced  through  by  the  preffure  of  the  water^  or  of  having  beeu 
burll  open  by  fome  convulfion  in  nature. 

The  feveral  branches  of  the  Youghiogeny  river  rife  on  the  weft 
iide  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  After  running  a  fhort  diftance, 
they  unite  and  form  a  large  beautiful  river,  which,  in  palling  fome 
of  the  moft  weftern  ridges  of  the  mountain,  precipitates  itlelf  over  a 
level  ledge  of  rocks,  lying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  courfe  of  the 
river.  Thele  falls,  called  the  Ohiopyle  falls,  are  about  twenty  feet 
in  perpendicular  lieight,  and  the  river  is  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide. 
For  a  confiderable  diftance  below  the  falls,  the  water  is  very  rapid, 
and  boils  and  foams  vehemently,  occafioning  a  continual  mill  to  rife 
from  it,  even  at  noon  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at  this 
place  runs  to  the  fouth-weft,  but  prefently  winds  round  to  the  north- 
weft,  and  continuing  this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  it  lofes  its 
name  by  uniting  with  the  Monongahela,  which  comes  from  the 
fouthward,  and  contains,  perhaps,  twice  as  much  water.  Thefe 
iinited  ftreams,  fliortly  after  their  junction,  mingle  with  the 
waters  of  the  Allegany  and  PittflDurgh,  and  together  form  the  grand 
riVer  Ohio. 

The  Monongahela  has  been  already  particularly  defcribed,  and 
fome  obfervations  made  on  the  navigation  of  the  Allegany.  In  ad- 
dition it  njay  be  obferved,  that  at  the  jun«flion  of  French  creek,  which 
comes  from  the  north-weft,  with  the  Allegany,  are  the  remains  of  a, 
a  Britilli  fortification ;  and  about  a  mile  above  is  Fort  Franklin, 
built  in  1787,  and  then  guarded  by  a  company  of  American  foldiers. 
The  Pennfylvania  north  line  erodes  French  creek  about  three  miles 
above  Le  Boeuf,  where  there  was  formerly  a  fort.  From  Le  Boeuf 
to  Prefqueifie,  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles,  is  an  old  waggon  road,  cut 
by  the  French  in  the  war  of  1755.  The  lands  on  French  creek 
are  very  rich,  and  moftly  cleared,  which  is  an  evidence  that  its  for-* 
mer  Indian  inhabitants  were  numerous.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  this  creek  is  a  gentle  rapid,  thence  to  its  mouth  it  is  flow, 
deep,  and  Imooth, 
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There  is  faid  to  be  a  pradicable  cotnmunication  between  the 
fouthern  branch  of  the  Tyoga  and  the  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the 
head  waters  of  which  are  but  a  fliort  diftance  from  each  other/  The 
Seneca  Indians  fay  they  can  walk  four  times  in  a  day,  from  the 
boatable  waters  of  Allegany  to.  thofe  of  the  Tyoga,  at  the  place  now 
mentioned.  And  between  the  Sufcjuehannah,  juft  before  it  croiTes 
into  Pennfylvania  the  firft  time,  and  the  Delaware,  is  a  portage  of 
only  twelve  miles.  Rafts  of  timber,  plank,  boards,  and  ftaves, 
with  other  articles  upon  them,  can  be  brought  down  the  Delaware 
from  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Otlego  in  New-York,  two 
hundred  miles  above  the  qity  by  the  courfe  of  the  river.  Some  mo- 
ney was  expended  by  the  government  and  landholders  in  improving 
the  navigation  up  towards  the  fource,  before  the  revolution,  and 
there  has  been  a  furvey  fince  made,  for  the  purpofc  of  proceeding  in 
the  improvement  of  this  and  the  other  principal  rivers  of  Pennfylva- 
nia, and  for  making  communications  by  canals  in  the  improved  part, 
and  by  roads  in  the  unimproved  part  of  the  State.  Great  progrefs 
has  already  been  made  in  thefe  improvements,  and  the  exertions  for 
their  completion  are  flill  continued.  The  Pennfylvanians  are  much 
inclined  to  fuch  enterprizcs,  having  found  great  benefit  from  tbem. 
On  the  completion  of  the  prefent  plans,  the  State  will  be  as  conveni- 
ently interfered  by  roads  as  any  other  of  its  fize  in  the  Union, 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  fettlement  of  its  new  lands.  A  flight 
view  of  the  map  of  Pennfylvania  will  fhew  how  finely  this  State  is 
watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Ju- 
niata, the  Sufquehannah  and  its  branches,  the  Ohio,  the  Allegany, 
Youghiogeny,  and  Monongahela.  The  Potomak  and  lake  Erie  alio 
afford  profpe6ts  of  confiderable  benefit  from  their  navigation.  Na-r 
ture  has  done  much  for  Pennfylvania  in  regard  to  inland  water  car- 
riage, which  is  flrikingly  exemplified  by  this  fa61:,  that  although  Phila- 
delphia and  lake  Erie  are  diftant  from  each  other  above  three  hundred 
miles,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  rivers  of  the  State  may  be  lb  im- 
proved, as  to  reduce  the  land  carriage  between  them  nine  tenths.  In 
the  fame  way  the  navigation  to  Pittfburg,  after  due  improvement, 
may  be  ufed  inftead  of  land  carriage  for  the  whole  diftance,  except 
twenty-three  mi'es.  By  thefe  routs  it  is  clear,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  foreign  artic.es  ufed  en  the  weftern  waters  mull  be  tranfported^ 
and  their  furs,  fkins,  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  pot  afli,  and  other  va- 
luable commodities,  brought  to  Philadelphia.  The  hemp  and  ©ak 
timber  for  th-  Ruffian  navy  is  tranfported  by  inland  navigation  one 
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thoTifand  two  hxindred  miles,  and  yet  hemp  is  fliipped  from  that 
kingdom  on  lower  terms  than  from  any  other  part  of  the  known 
"world.  Ruflia,  long  fince  the  fettlement  of  Pennfylvania  by  civilifed 
^nd  enlightened  people,  was  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  barbarifm,  and 
deftitutc  of  thefe  improvements :  much,  therefore,  is  to  be  expe<3:ed 
from  the  continued  exertions  of  the  prudent,  indullrious,  and  fen- 
iible  inhabitants  o{  Pennfylvania,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
century. 

One  remark  muft  not  be  omitted  here,  and  that  is,  that  in  all  the 
back  country  waters  of  this  State,  even  in  thofe  high  up  in  the 
mountains,  marine  petrifactions  are  found  in  great  abundance. 

The  only  fwamps  worth  noticing  are,  the  Great  Swamp,  between 
Northampton  and  Luzerne  counties,  and  Buffaloe  Swamp  in  the  State 
of  New- York,  fome  diftance  north  of  the  Pennfylvania  line.  Thefe 
fwamps,  on  examination  and  Airvey,  are  found  to  be  bodies  of  farm 
land,  thickly  covered  with  beach  and  fugar  maple. 

A  coniiderable  proportion  of  this  State  may  be  called  mountain- 
ous J  particularly  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cumber- 
land, part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and  part  of  Bucks  and  Northamp- 
ton, through  which  pafs,  under  various  names,  the  numerous  ridges 
and  Ipurs,  which  collectively  form  what  we  chufe  to  call,  for  the 
fake  of  clearnefs,  T/je  Great  Range  of  Allega?iy  Mountains,  The 
principal  ridges  in  this  range,  in  Pennfylvania,  are  the  Kittatinny, 
or  Blue  mountains,  which  pafs  north  of  Nazareth  in  Northampton 
county,  and  purine  a  fouth-weft  courfe  acrofs  the  Lehigh,  through 
Dauphin  county,  juft  above  Harrifburg,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Sufquehannah  through  Cumberland  and  Franklin  counties.  Back 
of  thefe,  and  nearly  parallel  with  them,  are  Peter's,  Tufcarra,  and 
Nefcopek  mountains,  on  the  eaft  of  the  Sufquehannah  j  and  on  the 
weft,  Shareman*s  hills.  Sideling  hills.  Ragged,  Great  Warriors, 
Evit'a  and  Will's  mountains ;  then  the  great  Allegany  ridge,  which 
being  the  largeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  range  ;  weft  of  this  arc 
the  Chefnut  ridges.  Between  the  Juniata  and  the  weft  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah  are  Jackjs,  Tufly's,  Nittifly,  and  Bald  Eagle  moun- 
tains. The  vales  between  thefe  mountains  are  generally  of  a  rich, 
black  foil,  fuited  to  the  various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  of 
the  mountains  will  admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The 
other  parts  of  the  State  are  generally  level|  or  agreeably  variegated 
with  hills  and  yallies. 
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In  this  conne£lion,  wc  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  remarks  o£Mr* 
Charles  Thompfon,  the  late  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  which  were  fug- 
gefted  on  his  reading  Mr.  JefFerfon*s  defcription  of  the  paiTage  of  the 
Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge.  '*  The  reflections  1  was  led  into 
on  viewing  this  paflage  of  the  Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge  were, 
that  this  country  muft  have  I'ufFered  fome  violent  convulfion,  and 
that  the  face  of  it  muft  have  been  changed  from  what  it  probably 
was  fome  centuries  ago  ;  tliat  the  broken  and  ragged  faces  of  the 
mountain  on  each  fide  the  river;  the  tremendous  rocks,  which 
are  left  with  one  end  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  other  jutting  out 
and  feemingly  ready  to  fall  for  want  of  fupport ;  the  bed  of  the 
river  for  feveral  miles  below  obftruAed,  -and  filled  with  the  loofc 
ilones  carried  from  this  mound  ;  in  fhort,  every  thing  on  which  you 
cafl  your  eye  evidently  demonftrates  a  difrupture  and  breach  in  the 
mountain,  and  that,  before  this  happened,  what  is  now  a  fruitful 
vale,  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  colleftion  of  water,  which  pof- 
iibly  might  have  here  farmed  a  mighty  cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the 
ocean  by  the  Sufquehannah,  where  the  Blue  ridge  feems  to  terminate. 
Befides  this,  there  are  other  parts  of  this  country  which  bear  evident 
traces  of  a  like  convulfion.  From  the  befl:  accounts  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  the  place  where  the  Delaware  now  flows  through  the  Kit- 
tatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  continuation  of  what  is  called  the  North 
ridge,  or  mountain,  was  not  its  original  courfe,  but  that  it  pafled 
through  what  is  now  called  '  the  Wind-gap,*  a  place  feveral  miles  to 
the  weftward,  and  above  an  hundi*ed  feet  higher  than  the  prefent 
bed  of  the  river.  This  wind-gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the 
ilones  in  it  fuch  as  feem  to  have  been  waftied  for  ages  by  water  run- 
ning over  them.  Should  this  have  been  the  cafe,  there  muft  have 
been  a  large  lake  behind  that  mountain,  and  by  fome  uncommon 
fvvell  in  the  waters,  or  by  fome  convulfion  of  nature,  the  river  muft 
have  opened  its  way  through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain,  and 
meeting  there  with  lefs  obftrudion,  carried  away  with  the  oppofing 
mounds  of  earth,  and  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immenfe 
colle6tioii  of  waters,  to  which  this  new  pafl^age  gave  vent.  There 
are  ftill  remaining,  and  daily  cji^cov^rcd,  innumerable  inftances  of 
fuch  a  deluge  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  ?ifter  it  paflied  the  hills  above 
the  fall  of  Trenton,  and  reached  the  champaign.  On  the  Ne\v- 
Jerfey  fide,  which  is  flatter  than  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  all  the  coun- 
try below  Crofv/ick  hills  feems  to  have  been  overflowed  to  the  dif- 
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tancV  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river,  and  to  have 
acquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and  clay  brought  down  and  mixed 
with  the  native  fand.  The  fpot  on  which  Philadelphia  ftands  evi- 
dently -appears  to  be  made  ground.  The  -different  ftrata  through 
which  they  pafs  in  digging  to  water,  the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fome* 
times  branches,  which  are  found  above  twenty  feet  below  the  fuf- 
face,  all  feem  to  demonftrate  this.  I  am  informed,  that  at  York* 
town,  in  Virginia,  in  the  bank  of  York  river,  there  are  different 
ilrata  of  fhells  and  earth  one  above  another,  which  feem  to  point  out 
that  the  country  there  has  undergone  feveral  changes ;  that  the  fea 
for  a  fucceffion  of  ages,  occupied  the  place  where  dry  land  now 
appears ;  and  that  the  ground  has  been  fuddenly  raifed  at  various 
periods.  What  a  change  would  it  make  in  the  country  below,  fliould 
the  mountains  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be  cleft  afunder,  and  a 
"paiTage  fuddenly  opened  to  drain  off  the  waters  of  Erie  and  the  Up- 
per lakes!  While  ruminating  on  thefe  fubjefts,  I  have  often  been 
Slurried  away  by  fancy,  and  led  to  imagine,  that  what  is  now  the  bay 
of  Mexico,  was  once  a  champaign  country ;  and  that  from  the  point 
or  cape  of  Florida,  there  was  a  continued  range  of  mountains  through 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  Barbadoes, 
and  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and  formed  the 
ihores  which  bounded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the  country  behind  ; 
that,  by  fome  convalfion  or  fhock  of  nature,  the  fea  had  broken 
through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vaft  plain,  till  it  reached 
the  foot  of  the  Andes;  that  being  there  heaped  up  by  the  trade  winds, 
always  blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  had  found  its  way  back,  as  it 
continues  to  do,  through  the  gulph  between  Florida  and  Cuba,  car- 
rying with  it  the  loom  and  fand  it  rhay  have  fcooped  from  the  coun*" 
try  it  had  occupied,  part  of  which  it  may  have  depofited  on  the 
fliores  of  North-America,  and  which  part  formed  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland.— But  thefe  are  only  the  vifions  of  fancy."* 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen  feet 
deep,  and  about  an  hundred  feet  fquare ;  a  full  mill  ftream  iffued 
from  it ;  the  waters  are  clear  and  full  of  fifli  of  different  kinds. 
From  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is  the  outlet  of  a 
very  confiderable  river,  which  a  mile  and  an  half  or  two  miles  above 
this  place,  finks  into  the  earth,  and  is  apparently  conveyed  to  this 
outlet,  in  a  fubtcrraneous  channel. 

•  :...'  fi\  "'■?'.■     *  Jcffcrfon's  Hiftory  of  Virgmia,  Appendix,  No.  XI. 
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In  the  northern  parts  of  Pennfylvania  there  is  a  creek  called  Oil 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Allegany  river ;  it  ilTiies  from  a  fpring, 
on  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil,  limilar  to  that  called  Barbadoes  tar, 
and  from  which  one  man  may  gather  feveral  gallons  in  a  day.  The 
troops  fent  to  guard  the  weftern  polls  halted  at  this  fpring,  colle6led 
fome  of  the  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it.  This  gave  them 
great  relief  from  the  rheumatic  complaints  with  which  they  were  af- 
fected J  the  waters,  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  ^ 
gentle  cathartic. 

There  are  three  remarkable  grottos,  or  caves,  in  this  State ;  one 
near  Carlifle,  in  Cumberland  county ;  one  in  the  townfliip  of  Durham, 
m  Bucks  county  ;  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in  Lancafler  county  j  the 
latter  is  on  the  eaft  bank  of  Swetara  river,  about  tvvo  miles  above  ita 
confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  Its  aperture  is  under  a  pretty 
high  bank,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  feven  to 
ten  in  height.  You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent,  fo  low,  as  that  the 
furface  of  the  river  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave, 
and  in  your  progrcfs  pafs  through  a  number  of  pafTages  and  apart- 
ments of  various  dimenlions,  fome  low  and  narrow,  others  very 
high  and  fpacious,  vaulted  by  magnificent  canopies^  fretted  with  a 
variety  of  depending  petrifaftions,  fome  of  which  are  drawn  to  a 
great  length,  by  means  of  the  conftant  exudation  and  accretion  of 
petrifying  matter,  till  folid  pillars  have  been  gradually  formed.  Thefe 
appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which  is  of  folid  lime  ftone,  perhaps 
twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  years  ago  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars, 
)Bach  fix  inches  in  diameter,  and  fix  feet  high,  all  fo  ranged,  that 
the  place  they  enclofed  refembled  a  fanduary  in  a  Roman  church  ; 
no  royal  throne  ever  exhibited  more  grandeur  than  this  lufus  nature. 
The  refemblances  of  feveral  monuments  are  found  indented  in  the 
walls  on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  de- 
parted heroes.  Sufpended  from  the  roof  is  *  the  bell,*  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a  Hone  projeded  in  an  unufual  form,  fo  called 
from  the  found  it  occafions  when  llruck,  which  is  fimilar  to  that  of 
a  bell. 

Some  of  the  flalaftites  are  of  a  colour  like  fugar-candy,  and  others 
refemble  loaf-fugar  ;  but  their  beauty  is  much  defaced  by  the  fmokej 
of  the  torches  which  are  frequently  employed  in  conducting  the  cu- 
rious traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs.  The  water,  which  i$- 
dxudated  through  the  roof,  runs  down  the  declivity,  and  is  both 
pleafant  and  whokfome  to  drink.    There  are  feveral  iioles  >«  the 
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bottom  of  the  cave  defcending  perpendicularly,  perhaps  into  aa 
abyfs  below,  which  renders  it  dangerous  to  walk  without  a  light. 
At  the  end  of  the  cave  is  a  pretty  brook,  which,  after  a  fhort  courfe, 
lofes  itfelf  among  the  rocks.  Beyond  this  brook  is  an  outlet  from 
the  cave  by  a  very  narrow  aperture.  Through  this  the  vapours  con- 
tinually pafs  outwards  with  a  flrong  current  of  air  and  afcend,  re* 
fembling  at  night  the  fmoke  of  a  farnace.  Part  of  thefe  vapours 
and  fogs  appear,  on  afcending,  to  be  condenfed  at  the  head  of  thia 
great  alembic,  and  the  more  volatile  parts  to  be  carried  off  through 
the  aperture  communicating  with  the  exterior  air  before-mentioned, 
by  the  force  of  the  air  in  its  paflage. 

On  a  high  hill,  near  the  Tyoga  river,  a  little  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  line  which  divides  New-York  from  Pennfylvania,  are 
the  remains  of  ait  ancient  fortification.  The  form  of  it  is  cir» 
cular,  and  it  is  encompaifed  with  an  entrenchment ;  the  entrench- 
ment only  remains.  The  Indians  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  origin 
of  thefe  works.  The  hill  is  an  excellent  lituation  for  a  fort,  and 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  country  around  it,  which  is  low 
and  fertile.  There  is  a  fortification  of  a  fimilar  kind  at  Unadilla,  in 
the  fiat  lands,  and  they  arc  numerous  in  the  weflern  counties, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  &c. 

The  foil  of  Pennfylvania  is  of  various  kinds;  in  fome  parts  it  isbarren } 
a  great  proportion  of  the  State  is,  however,  good  land,  and  no  incon^ 
fiderable  part  is  very  good  :  perhaps  the  proportion  of  the  firfl  rate 
land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  United  States.  The  richell  part 
of  the  State  that  is  fettled  is  Lancafter  county,  and  the  valley  through  ' 
Cumberland,  York,  and  Franklin.  The  richefl  that  is  unfettled,  is 
between  Allegany  river  and  lake  Erie,  in  the  north-wefl  corner  of  the 
State,  and  in  the  country  on  the  beads  of  the  eaftern  branches  of  the 
Allegany.  Of  this  fine  tra(ft,  near  one  hundred  thoufand  acres,  lying 
on,  and  near  French  Creek,  are  for  fale  by  the  State.  The  conve- 
nient communications  through  this  creek  into  the  Allegany,  and 
from  the  Allegany  through  various  creeks  and  rivers  to  the  Sufque- 
hannah  and  Potomak,  have  ah'eady  been  mentioned. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  bed  fettled  land  throughout, 
owing  entirely  to  the  circumflance  of  the  weflern  road  having  been 
run  by  the  armies,  prior  to  1762,  through  the  towns  of  Lancafler, 
Carlifle,  and  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pittfburgh.  For  the  purpofe  of 
turning  the  tide  of  fettlers  from  this  old  channel  into  the  unfettled 
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parts  of  the  State,  the  government  and  landed  intereft  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  have  been,  and  are  Hill  bul'y  in  cutting  convenient  roads. 
During  the  fummer  of  1788  they  run  a  road  north,  from  a  former 
road  beyond  Bethlehem,  to  the  nonh  portage  between  the  Delaware  and 
Sufquehannah  ;  and  thence  north  eighty  degrees  weft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Tyoga,  the  firft  is  feventy  miles,  and  the  laft  above  fixty.  It  is 
now  in  contemplation  to  cut  a  road  from  Sunbury,  at  the  forks  of 
the  eaft  dnd  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  weft  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Toby's  creek,  which  empties  into  the 
Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  This  road  will  be  through  a  tra6t  of 
rich  land,  now  for  fale  by  the  State,  A  load  is  alfo  cut  from,  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Loyal,  a  branch 
of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah.  Another  road  is  cut  fron\ 
Huntingdon  town,  on  Franks'  town  branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward 
thirty  miles  to  Conemagh,  a  navigable  branch  of  the  Allegany.  ■ 

Thus  the  well-judged  policy  of  this  State  is  paving  the  w^y  for 
the  fettlement  of  all  their  wafte  lands;  and  to  evidence  their  bene- 
volence, and  their  wiflies  to  have  the  advantages  of  education  in- 
creafed  and  more  extenfively  enjoyed,  they  have  allotted  fixty  thoufand 
acres  of  thefe  wafte  lands  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchools ;  and  above 
fixty  thoufand  more  have  been  granted  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  the 
focieties  eftabliflied  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge,  the  arts,  re- 
ligion, &c.  A  coniiderable  part  of  the  lands  of  this  State  remain  at 
prtfent  for  fale  by  the  public.  The  Pennfylvanians  having  no  dif- 
putes  with  the  Indians  about  boundaries,  and  all  the  lands  within 
the  State  being  purchafed  at  a  fair  and  open  treaty,  and  there  being 
ibme  fettlements  well  ward  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  there  is  little 
apprehenfion  of  the  Indians  any  where,  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
State  no  danger  at  all. 

Among  the  natural  advantages  of  Pennfylvania,  her  almoft  in- 
numerable mill  feats  ought  not  to  be  omitted  j  they  are  conveniently 
diftributed  by  Providence  throughout  the  State,  and  afford  the 
means  of  eftabliftiing,  every  fpecies  of  mill  work  and  labour-faving 
machines,  to  meet  the  produce  and  raw  materials  almoft  at  the  far- 
mers doors.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  wanting  hands 
for  farming,  and  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  manufadures,  when  inge- 
nious mechanifm  is  every  day  and  every  where  invented  to  leften  the 
neceffity  for  manual  labour,  (his  natural  advantage -Tnuft  appear  of 
ineftimabie  importance.  Hemp  and  flax  are  among  the  moft  profitable 
produdions  of  the  rich  midland  and  new  counties,  t/je  crtam  of  which 
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IS  yet  to  be  fkimmed.  It  is  therefore  a  moft  pleafing  fa6l,  that  they 
have  in  this  State  the  full-fized  and  complete  movements  or  works  of 
a  water  mill  and  machinery,  to  fliver,  rove  and  fpin  flax  and  hemp 
into  threads  or  yarns,  fit  for  linen  of  thirty  cuts  to  the  pound,  or 
any  coarfer  kind,  Iheetings,  towelling,  lail  cloth,  ofnaburghs,  twine, 
and  the  ftrans  or  yarns  for  cordage.  The  fame  machinery  is  calcu- 
lated for  the  roving  or  preparing,  and  fpinning  of  combed  wool 
into  worfted  yarn.  They  have  alfo  the  movements  and  complete 
machinery  of  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  water  mill  for  fpinning  yarns  of 
cotton.  And  though  the  climate  of  this  State  is  not  fit  for  cultivating 
that  raw  material,  yet  cotton  can  be  raifed  wiih  profit  in  every  State 
in  the  Union  fouthward  of  Pennfylvania,  and  imported  from  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies. 

It  is  certain,  that  this  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  country  for 
mechanical  works  has  either  called  forth,  in  an  unufual  degree,  the 
mechanical  powers  of  the  human  mind,  or  that  Providence  has  be- 
.  flowed  upon  the  people  of  this  and  the  fifter  States  an  uncommon 
portion  of  this  talent,  which  its  nature  and  fituation  require.  Rit- 
TENHousE  and  Franklin  ftand  unrivalled  in  mechanical  philofo- 
phy  :  and  thofe  who  know  the  country  are  well  informed,  that  to  thefe 
two  great  names  we  could  add  a  confiderable  lift  of  phiiofophical  and 
practical  mechanics,  in  a  variety  of  branches. 

So  many  of  the  neceflary  and  convenient  arts  and  trades  depend 
upon  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  fuel,  that  it  appears  proper  to  take 
notice  of  this  article.  Till  the  revolution,  the  dependence  of  the 
people  was  almoft  entirely  upon  wood  fuel,  of  which,  in  the  mofl: 
populous  places,  there  is  ftill  a  great  abundance,  and  in  all  interior 
fituations  immenfe  quantities ;  but  the  increafe  of  manufadures  has 
occafioned  the  inhabitants  to  turn  their  attention  to  coal :  of  this  ufeful 
foffil.  Providence  has  given  them  very  great  quantities  in  the  middle 
and  weftern  country.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  is  one  bed  of  the  open  burning  kind,  and  of  the  moft  in- 
tenfe  heat.  On  the  head  waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  are  fome 
confiderable  bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  vveftern  branch  of  ^ufque- 
hannah  is  a  moft  extenfive  body,  which  ftretches  over  the  country 
fouth-weftwardly,  fo  as  to  be  found  in  the  grcateft  plenty  at 
Pittft>urgh,  where  the  Allegany  and  Youghiogeny  unite,  and 
form  the  head  of  the  Ohio.  Ail  the  coal  has  hitherto  been 
accidentally  found  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  or  difcovered 
in  the  digging  of  common  cellars,   fo   that  when  the  wood  fuel 
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fhall  become  fcarce,  and  the  European  methods  of  boring  fliall 
be  Ikil fully  purfued,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  ito  being  found  in 
noany  other  plj^ces.  At  prefent,  the  ballafting  of  fliips  from  coal 
countries  abroad,  and  the  coal  mines  in  Virginia,  which  lie  conve- 
nient to  fliip  navigation,  occafion  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  be  brought 
to  the  Philadelphia  market.  From  this  great  abundance  and  variety 
of  fuel  itrefulta,  that  Pennfylvania,  and  the  United  States  in  general, 
aj-e  well  fuited  to  all  manufactories  that  are  effe^fted  by  fire,  fuch  as 
furnaces,  foundaries,  forges,  glafs-houfes,  breweries,  diftilleries,  fteel 
works,,  fmkh  fliops,  and  all  other  manufa<5lories  in  metal,  foap 
boilings,  pot  affi  works,  fugar  and  other  refineries,  &c.  &c. 

Ship  building  is  a  bufmefs  in  which  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ex- 
ceeds moft  parts  of  the  world.  Mafls,  fpars,  timber,  and  plank,  not 
only  from  their  own  State  and  tl>e  other  States  on  the  Delaware,  are 
ccvnftantly  for  fale  in  their  market  ;  but  the  mulberry  of  the  Chefa- 
peaky  and  the  evergreen  or  live  oak  and  red  cedar  of  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  arc  fo  abundantly  imported,  that  nine-tenths  of  their 
veflels  are  built  of  them.  No  velTels  are  better  than  thefe.  A  live 
©ak  and  cedar  flVip  of  two  hundred  tons,  carpentcr*s  meafurement, 
can  be  fitted  to  take  in  a  cargo  for  fourteen  pounds  currency  per  ton  j 
and  there  is  not  a  port  in  Europe  in  which  an  oak  lliip  can  be 
equally  well  built  and  fitted  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton  currency,  or 
twelve  pounds  flerling.  This  fa6t  may  appear  doubtful  or  extraordi" 
naryy  txit  it  is  certainly  true  ;  and  it  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fliip 
carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  employed  in  fitting  and  building  (hips, 
as  well  as  merchants  and  farmers,  whofe  intcrefts  are  fo  much  con-. 
nested  with  navigation. 

The  diftance  of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  has  been  made  an  ob-, 
je^lion  by  fome,  and  the  clofing  of  the  river  by  the  ice,  which  hap- 
pens almoil  every  winter.  Amfterdam,  the  greateft  port  in  Europe, 
is  inacceffible  in  winter.  But  it  is  a  fa6>,  that,  notwithllanding  thefe 
obje6tions,  their  vefiels  make  as  many  Wefl-India  voyages  as  thofe 
of  the  two  other  principal  fea  ports  of  the  Middle  States  j  and  though 
the  river  is  frozen  from  three  to  nine  weeks  almofl:  every  winter,  yet 
there  are  occafional  openings,  which  give  opportunities  for  fleets  of 
merchantmen  to  go  out  and  come  in.  The  fine  corn  and  provifion 
country  which  lies  near  Philadelphia,  enables  the  merchants  to  load 
their  vefiels  in  the  winter,  and  the  market  is  regularly  fupplied  with 
flour,  pork,  beef,  lumber,  ftaves,  iron,  and  many  other  of  their  prin- 
cipal 
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<ipal  articles  of  exportation.  Little  time  is  therefore  loft,  and  their 
trade  increafes.  The  crop  of  1789,  and  the  other  exports  from  the 
harveft  of  that  year  to  that  of  1790,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  load  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping,  A  very  extenfive 
back  country,  and  many  large  bodies  of  new  lands,  are  fettling  faft, 
which  muft  fend  their  produce  to  the  Philadelphia  market. 

The  produce,  manufadures,  and  exports  of  Pennfylvania  are 
very  many  and  various;  viz.  wheat,  flour,  middlings,  fhip  ftulf,  bran, 
iliorts,  ftiip  bread,  white  water  bifcuit,  rye,  rye  flour,  Iteel,  Indian 
corn  or  mage,  Indian  meal,  buck-wheat,  buck-wheat  meal,  bar 
and  pig  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  iron  hoops,  rolled  iron,  tire,  gun- 
powder, cannon  ball,  iron  cannon,  mufquets,  fliips,  boats,  oars, 
handfpikes,  malls,  fpars,  fliip  timber,  fliip  blocks,  cordage,  fquare- 
timber,  fcantling,  plank,  boards,  fl:aves,  heading,  fhingles,  wooden 
hoops,  tanners  bark,  corn  fans,  coopers  wares,  bricks,  coarfc 
earthen  or  potters  ware,  a  very  little  ordinary  ftone  ware,  glue, 
parchment,  ilioes,  boots,  fole  leather,  upper  leather,  drefled 
deer  and  flieep  fliins,  and  gloves  and  garments  of  the  fame,  fine 
hats,  many  common,  and  a  few  coarfe;  thread,  cotton,  worfted 
and  yarn  hofiery,  fine  writing,  wrapping,  blotting,  flicathing, 
and  hanging  paper,  flationary,  playing  cards,  copper,  filver  and 
gold,  clocks  and  watches,  mufical  infl:ruments,  fnuff,  manufa<flured 
tobacco,  chocolate,  muftard  feed  and  muftard,  ftarch,  hair  powder, 
flax  {etd,  flax  feed  oil,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  and  cotton  cards,  pickled 
beef,  pork,  ftiad,  herrings,  tongues  and  fl:urgeon,  hams  and  other 
bacon,  tallow,  hogs  lard,  butter,  cheefe,  candles,  foap,  bees-wax, 
loaf  fugar,  pot  and  pearl  afli,  rum  and  other  ftrong  liquors,  beer, 
porter,  hops,  winter  and  fummer  barley,  oats,  fpelts,  onions,  pota- 
toes, turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  parfnips,  red  and  white  clover,  ti- 
mothy, and  moft  European  vegetables  and  graflies,  apples,  peaches, 
plums,  pears,  apricots,  grapes,  both  native  and  imported,  and  other 
European  fruits,  working  and  pleafurable  carriages,  horfes,  black 
cattle,  (heep,  hogs,  wood  for  cabinet-makers,  lime-ftone,  coal,  free- 
fone, and  marble. 

Some  of  thefe  produ<5lions  are  fine,  fome  indifferent;  fomc  of  th« 
manufadures  are  confiderable,  for  a  young  country,  circumftanced  as 
this  has  been,  fome  inconfiderable  ;  but  they  are  enumerated  to  (how 
the  general  nature  of  the  State,  and  the  various  purfuits  of  the  inha- 
bitants. In  addition  to  them  we  may  mention,  that  a  lead  mine  and 
two  or  three  fait  fprings  have  been  difcovered  in  the  new  country, 
which  will  no  doubt  be  worked,  as  foon  as  the  demand  for  thefe  ar- 

ticlefr 
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tides  to  the  weftward  increafes.  We  ought  alfo  to  notice  the  great 
forefts  for  making  pot  and  pearl  afli.  Marble  is  found  in  many  partJ 
of  the  State. 

The  manufadures  of  Pennfylvania  have  increafed  exceedingly 
within  a  few  years,  as  well  by  mailer  workmen  and  journeymen  from 
Europe,  as  by  the  /increafed  Ikill  and  induftry  of  their  own  citizens* 
Hoiifehold  or  family  maniifaftures  have  greatly  advanced,  and  va- 
luable acquifitions  have  been  made  of  implements  and  machinery  to 
fave  labour,  either  imported,  or  invented  in  the  United  States.  The 
hand  machines  for  carding  and  ipinning  cotton  have  been  introduced 
hy  Europeaiis,  and  improved  upon ;  ynd  they  have  lately  obtained 
the  water  mill  for  fpinning  cotton,  and  a  water  mill  for,  flax,  which 
is  applicable  alfo  to  ipinning  hemp  and  wool.  Thefe  machines  pro- 
mife  an  early  eftablifhment  of  the  cotton,  linen,  and  hempen 
branches,  and  muft  -be  of  very  great  fervicie  in  the  woollen  branch. 
Additional  employment  for  weavers,  dyers,  bleachers,  and  other 
inanufafturers,  muft  be  the  confequence.  Paper  mills,  gunpowder 
mills,  fteel  works,  rolling  and  Hitting  mills,  printing  figured  goods 
of  paper,  linen,  and  cotton,  coach  making,  book  printing,  and  fe- 
veral  other  branches,  are  wonderfully  advanced,  and  every  month 
feems  to  extend  the  old  manufadures,  or  to  introduce  new  ones. 
There  are  upwards  of  fifty  paper  mills  in  Pennfylvania  which  work 
materials  of  no  intrinfic  value.  The  manufactures  from  the  mills  are 
computed  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  The  hands  em- 
ployed iti  them  do  not  exceed  three  hundred.  It  is  calculated  that 
their  paper  mills  alone  indemnify  them  for  five-eighths  of  their  quota 
of  the  expenfes  of  the  general  government,  and  the  intereft  of  the 
public  debt. 

•  The  advancement  of  the  agriculture  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  beft 
proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  it  affords  to  its 
farming,  manufacturing,  and  trading  citizens.  In  the  year  1786,  their 
exports  of  flour  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  barrels,  exclu- 
five  of  many  other  articles;  in  1787,  they  were  two  hundred 
two  thoufand  barrels ;  in  1788,  they  were  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  barrels;  and  in  1789,  they  were  three  hundred  and 
fixty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighteen  barrels,  which 
exceeds  any  export  ever  made  in  the  times  of  the  province 
or  in  the  times  of  the  commonwealth.  Since  that  period  they 
have  increafed  in  a  like  proportion.  The  produce  of  flax  is  in- 
creafed in  a  m.uch  greater  degree,  and  that.of  wool  is  confiderably 
more  than  it  was  before  the  revolution.  A  new  article  is  likely  to 
be  added  to  the  iifl:  of  their  productions,  which  is  fugar,  made  of 
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the  maple-tfee.  It  has  been  proved  by  many  fair  and  careful  experi- 
ments, thar  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fubftantial  farmer  that  has  a  fa- 
mily about  him,  eafily  to  make  twelve  hundred  weight  of  this  fugar 
'every  feafon,  without  hiring  any  additional  hands,  or  any  ntenfils  but 
thofe  that  are  rieceflary  for  his  family  and  farm  ufe.  The  time  in 
vvhich  it  can  be  made  is  from  the  middle  of  February  to  the  end  of 
March,  when  farmers  in  this  country  have  very  little  to  do,  as  it  is 
too  early  to  plough  or  dig.  The  price  of  fugar  being  lower  here  than 
5n  Europe,  this  article  may  be  reckoned  at  one  hundred  Mexican 
dollars  per  annum  to  every  careful  and  fkilful  farmer,  that  owns  land 
bearing  the  fugar  maple,  Of  thefe  there  arefome  millions  of  acres  in 
Pennfylvania  and  the  adjacent  States,  and  at  leaft  one  or  two  millions' 
belonging  to  this  State  for  fale.  It  feems  alfo  highly  probable  that 
this  valuable  tree  may  be  tranfplanted,  and  thus  be  obtained  by  al* 
'moft  any  farmer  in  the  State,  and  that  men  of  property,  who  will 
purchafe  kettles  and  hire  hands  for  the  above  lliort  period,  may  make 
large  quantities.  ' 

No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  perfon  who  defires  to  become  a 
free  and  equal  citizen  of  this  State.  On  the  day  of  his  landing  he  may 
buy  a  farm,  a  houfe,  merchandize,  or  raw  materials ;  he  may  open 
a  work-fliop,  a  counting-houfe,  an  office,  or  any  other  place  of  law- 
ful bufmefs,  and  purfue^  his  calling  without  any  hindrance,  or  the 
ipayment  of  any  fum  of  money  to  the  public.  The  right  of  eleft- 
ing,  and  being  elected,  which  does'  not  aifeft  his  bufinefs  or  his 
fafety,  is  not  granted  till  the  expiration  of  two  years,  which  pru- 
dence requires. 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  State,  has  been  granted  to  fo- 
reigners by  the  legiflature ;  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands  and 
houfes  within  this  Commonwealth,  without  rehnquiiliing  their  alle- 
giance to  the  country  in  which  they  were  born,  or  changing  their 
refidence.  They  can  fell  or  bequeath  the  lands,  receive  the  rents, 
iand,  in  (hort,  haVe  every  territorial  and  pecuniary  right  that  a  natu- 
ral-bom Pennfylvanian  has  ;  but  no  civil  rights.  As  they  profefs  t6 
owe  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince  or  government,  and  relide  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  where  they  of  courfe  have  civil  rights,  they  cannot 
claim,  norought  they  to  defire,  them  here,  lince  no  man  can  fervc 
two  mafters.  If  they  chufe,  at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  fettle  in 
this  country  and  make  themfelves  citizens  ;  or  if  they  chufe  to  give 
their  eilate  to  a  child,  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do  fo,  either  of  them 
may  become  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs.   ■ 
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Such  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  in  Pennfylvania,  which  ti 
more  or  lefs  the  fame  in  feveral  other  of  the  American  States,  viz. 
Piftri6l  of  Maine,  Nevv-Hampfhire,  Vermont,  New-York,  "Virginiay 
the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia;  but  though  not  fo  in  the  reft,  the  prin- 
cipal difference  is,  that  they  are  fo  fully  peopled,  that  there  are  fevr 
new  lands  of  any  value  unfold,  and  farming  lands,  that  are  improved, 
are  of  courfe  dearer.  In  thofe  States,  however,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, manufactures,  the  fifheries,  and  navigation,  afford  comfor- 
table fubiiftence  and  ample  rewards  of  profit  to  the  induftrious  and 
tvell-difpofed,  amidft  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS.  '      * 

Pennfylvania  is  divided  into  twenty-two  counties,  which,  with 
tkeir  county  town,  fituation,  &c.  are  mentioned  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of  mines  'and  minerals  ia 
the  State : 


Couuries. 

Chief  Towns,   j        Situation. 

Settle]       Mines,  Sec. 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

on  Delawa.  R. 

All 

Chefter 

Weft-Cheiter 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore 

Delaware 

Chefter 

ditto 

All 

Bucks 

Newtown 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore  &  lead 

Montgomery 

Norriftown 

on  Schuylk  R. 

All 

Iron  ore 

Lancailer 

Lancafter 

on  Sufquch.R. 

All 

Iron  ore  &  cop. 

Dauphin 

Harifburgh 

ditto 

J 

Iron  ore 

Berks 

Reading 

on  Schuylk  R. 

1 

4 

I.ore,co.  mi.&c. 

Northampton 

Eafton 

on  Delawa.  R. 

i 

Iron  ore 

Luzerne 

Wilkfburgh 

onSnfqueh.R. 

3 
4- 

Lore,  CO. mi.&c. 

York 

York 

ditto 

J 

Iron  ore 

Cumberland 

Carlifle 

ditto 

3 

4 

I.  ore  &  lead  mi. 

Northumberland 

Sunbury 

onw.bran.Su. 

*tV 

1.  ore,  fait  fp. 

Franklin 

Chamberfton 

onSufqueh.R. 

1 
4. 

Iron  ore 

Bedford 

Bedford 

on  Juniata  R, 

Iron  mines,  &c. 

Huntington 

Huntington 

ditto 

1 

Coal  &  lead  mi. 

Mifflin 

Le-A/ilburgh 

ditto 

i 

4. 

Iron  ore 

Weftmorland 

Greenfburgh 

on  Allegan.  R.    i 

Coal  mines 

Fayette 

Union 

on  Mononga.  j  ^ 

Coal  &  iron  mi. 

Wafhington 

Wafhington 

S.W.cor.  State    ^ 

ditto,          ditto 

Allegany 

Pittfburgh 

onAlleganyR.'  J     ditto,          ditto! 

*  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  ihc  Stale  arerin  this  coupty  (Northum- 
berland) to'  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  acrei. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  prefent  feat  of  government  of  the  Uhited  States  of  America,  Tyes 
in  latitude  39*^  56'  north,  and  longitude  75^  8'  45''  weft  from  Green- 
wich, upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Delaware,  which  is  here 
but  a  mile  in  breadth,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  th^ 
Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  courfe  of  the  bay  and  river,  about  fifty-five 
miles  from  the  fea,  in  a  fouth-eaftvvard  direftion. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  the  firft  proprietary  and  founder 
of  the  province,'  in  the  year  1683,  and  fettled  by  a  colony  from  Eng- 
land, which  arrived,  in  that  and  the  preceding  years,  and  was  in- 
creafed  by  a  conftanr  and  regular  influx  of  foreigners,  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  in  lefs  than  a  century,  and  within  the  life-time  of  the 
firft  perfon  born  within  it  of  European  parents,  it  was  computed  to 
contain  fix  thoufand  houfes  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  city 
and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one  mile 
north  and  fouth,  and  two  miles  eaft  and  weft,  lying  in  the  narroweft 
part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers, 
about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  confluence.  The  plain  is  fo 
nearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  that  art  and  la- 
bour were  necefl^ary  to  dig  common  fewers  and  watercourf^s  in  many 
places  to  drain  the  ftreets.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fettlement  it  was 
expelled,  that  the  fronts  on  both  rivers  would  be  firft  improved  for 
the  convenience  of  trade  and  navigation,  and  that  the  buildings  would 
extend  gradually  in  the  rear  of  each,  until  they  would  meet  and  form 
one  town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  but  experience  foon  convinced 
the  fettlers  that  the  Delaware  front  was  alone  fuflicient  for  quays  and 
landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
form  part  of  the  town  on  its  banks ;  whence  it  followed  that  the 
town  increafed  northward  and  fouthward  of  the  original  plot,  on  the 
Pelaware  front,  and  now  occupies  a  fpace  near  three  miles  yi 
length,  north  and  fouth,  while  the  buildings  in  the  middle,  where 
they  are  moft  extended,  do  not  reach  a  mile  from  the  Delaware. 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof  re- 
llrained  to  the  oblong  originally  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  without 
jncluding  the  northern  or  fouthern  fuburbs.   This  .plot  is  interfe6ted 
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by  a  number  of  flreetsat  right  angles  with  each  other,  nine  of  which, 
run  eaft  and  weft  from  Delaware  to  Schtiyikill,  and  twenty-three, 
north  and  fouth,  croHing  the  firft  at  right  angles,  forming  one  hun- 
himdred  and  eighty-four  fquares  of  lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreetsi 
rrunning  eaft  and  weft  are  named,  except  High  ftreet,  near  the  middle 
of  the  city,  from  the  trees  found  in  the  country  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  colony ;  Vine,  Saflafras,  Mulberry,  High,  Chefnut,  Walnut, 
Spruce,  Pine,  and  Cedar  ftreets,  and  thofe  running  north  and  fouth 
from  their  numeral  order.  Front,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &c.  to, 
Broad  ftreet,  which  is  midway  between  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds,^ 
and  other  defcriptive  writings,  which  require  exadnefs,  thefe  ftreets 
have  the  Delaware  or  Schuylkill  prefixed  to  their  numeral  names,  to 
diftinguifli  to  which  front  they  belong ;  as  Delaware  Second  ftreet, 
&c.  but  as  there  are  very  few  buildings  weftward  of  Broad  ftreet,  this 
addition  is  never  made  in  common  converfation,  but  when  they  are. 
named  they  are  underftood  of  the  Delaware  front,  unlefs  Schuylkill 
be  added. 

Of  thefe.  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Brpad  ftreet  one  hundred 
and  thirteen,  Mulberry  lixty,  and  all  the  others  fifty  feet  wide. 
Within  the  improved  parts  of  the  city  they  are  paved  in  the  middle, 
with  pebble  ftones  for  carts  and  carriages,  which  ufually  contain^ 
three-fifths  of  the  whole  breadth,  and  on  each  fide  with  bricks  for 
foot  pafi^engers ;  between  the  brick  and  ftene  pavements  are  gutters, 
paved  with  brick,  to  carry  off  the  water,  and  the  foot  ways  are  de- 
fended from  the  approach  of  carriages  by  rows  of  polls  placed 
without  the  gutters,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  each 
other. 

Befides  the  forementioned  ftreets,  there  are  many  others  not 
originally  laid  down  in  the  plot,  the  moft  pubHc  of  which  are  Water 
ftreet  and  Dock  ftreet.  Water  ftreet  is  thirty  feet  wide,  running  be- 
lo^v  the  bank,  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  feet  eaftward  from  and 
parallel  to  Front  ftreet,  extending  from  the  north  line  of  the  city 
fouthward  to  the  bridge  over  the  dock,  which  was  formerly  a  draw; 
biixige,  and  retains  that  name  in  com.mon  ufe,  although  it  was  con- 
verted into  a  ftone  arch  above  thirty  years  fince  ;  from  the  bridge  it 
is  forty  feet,  wide  in  a  right  line  to  Pine  ftreet,  and  leaves  a  row  of 
houfes  without  yards,  on  the  bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between  it 
and  Front  ftreet  •  fouthward  of  Pine  ftreet,  there  is  an  offset  of  about 
eighty  feet  eaftward,  and  the  ftreet  from  thence  to  Cedar  ftreet  is 
forty- five  feet  wide,  and  called  Penn  ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  ori- 
ginal plan,  was  intended  only  f9r  a  cart  way  to  accommodate  the 
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"wharfs  and  flores  to  be  erefted  under  the  bank,  and  not  to  rife  more 
than  four  feet  above  it,  fo  as  to  leave  the  river  open  to  the  view  froni 
the  weft  (ide  of  Front  ftreet ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  ibon  con- 
vinced that  the  ground,  on  both  .ftreets,  was  too  valuable  to  be  kept 
"Unimproved,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the  fake  of  a  profpeft,  and 
it  is  clofely  built  with  lofty  houfes,  except  a  very  few  vacancies  here 
and  there,  throughout  the  whole  front  on  both  fides,  and  commodi- 
ous wharfs  are  extended  into  the  river,  at  which  the  iargefi:  fliips  that 
ufe  the  port,  can  lie  in  fafety  to.difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes, 
and  are  defended  from  the  ice  in  winter  by  the  piers,  made  of  logs 
extending  into  the  river,  funk  with  ftone  and  filled  with  earth,  fo  as 
to  be  equally  firm  with  the  main  land. 

Dock  ftreet  is  the  only  crooked  ftreet  in  the  city ;  beginning  at 
the  bridge  in  Front  ftreet,  and  extending  north-weftward  in  a  ferpen- 
tine  tra6l  through  two  fnuares,  acrofs  Second  and  Walnut  ftreets,  and 
terminates  at  Third  ftreet  ;  another  branch  of  it  extends  fouth-weft- 
ward  acrofs  Spruce  ftreet,  and  terminates  at  Second  ftreet.  The 
ground  occupied  by  this  ftreet,  and  by  an  open  fpace  between  it  and 
Spruce  ftreet,  below  the  bridge,  was  formerly  a  fwamp,  and  was 
given  by  William  Penn  to  the  corporation  for  the  ufe  of  the  city^  it 
was  intended  as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  docks  to  flieher  the  lliip- 
ping,  but  experience  proved  that  fliips  could  be  defended  from  the 
ice  by  the  piers  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  the  dock  could  not 
be  kept  clean  but  at  an  expenfe  far  beyond  its  utility,  wherefore  it 
was  neglefted  till  it  became  a  nuifance  ofFenfive  to  the  fmell  and  inju- 
rious to-the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  by  an  a£l  of  Aflembly, 
prdered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered  with  earth,  whereby  the 
city  acquired  a  beautiful  ftreet  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth 
tovt'ards  the  water,  and  not  lefs  than  ninety  feet  in  the  narroweft 
part. 

The  number  of  the  ftreets.  Lines,  and  alleys,  laid  out  by  the 
owners  of  the  lots  before  they  were  built  on,  is  too  great  to  be  enu- 
merated here,  there  being  fcarce  a  Iquare  that  is  not  interfe6ted  by 
one  or  more  of  them,  fome  of  them  continued  in  a  right  line  through 
feveral  fquares,  and  fo  fpacious  as  to  be  eafily  miftaken  for  main 
ftreets,  others  only  through  one  fquare. 

The  city  was  firft  incorporated  by  charter  under  the  great  feal  of 
the  province,  in  the  year  1701  ;  before  that  period  it  was  called  the 
town  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  charter  William  Penn  nominated  the 
firft  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  councilmen,  and 
granted  them,  aniong  other  privileges  and  franchifes,  that  of  electing- 

others 
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others  to  fiipply  vacancies,  and  even  to  increafe  their  own  number  at 
pleafure.  The  pubHc  grounds  were  granted  to  them  by  the  name 
of  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but;  the 
commonalty  had  no  fliare  in  the  government  or  eftate  of  the  city,  thcj 
whole  body  being  felf-eleclive,  and  not  accountable  to  the  citizens  ia 
any  refpeft.  It  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  fo  extraordinary  a 
charter  from  the  wifdom  of  VVillbm  Penn,  did  not  tradition  inforni 
us,  that  among  t'.'s  firft  fettlers  were  a  coniiderable  number  from  the 
city  of  Briftol  in  England,  whofp  charter^  granted  at  an  early  period, 
before  tbe  rights  of  the  commonalty  were  well  underllood,  had.  been 
familiarized  by  habit,  which  induced  them  to  requeft  a  fimilar  one  ; 
a  copy  of  the  Eriilol  charter  was  accordingly  procured,  and  ;vith 
little  variation  adopted.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  com- 
monalty began  to  be  dilTatisfied  with  it,  and  to  make  frequent  conir 
plaints  to  the  AlTembly,  of  the  abufes  that  were  praftifed  under  it ; 
many  of  which  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  the  houfe.  At  an  early 
period  after  the  charter,  the  legiilative  powers  of  this  corporation 
were  very  limited  ;.  they  could  not  levy  a  (hilling  by  taxes  for  any 
ine  whatever,  and  could  employ  the  income  of  the  city  eftates  only 
far  the  ufe  and  embellifhment  of  the  city  ;  wherefore  we  fee  few  mo- 
BiTments  raifed  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  corporation.  Al- 
though the  firft  men  for  integrity  and  abilities  to  be  found  in  the  city 
were  elefted  into  the  office  of  the  body  politic,  yet  fuch  is  the  nature 
of  unlimited  power,  not  accountable  to  the  people,  that  it  will  divert 
the  bed  men  from  purpoies,  which,  before  they  were  invefteci  with 
the  power,  they  would  have  highly  approved.  The  jealoui^  which 
the  crtizens  entertained  of  the  corporation  pervaded  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  province,  and  when  the  lighting,  watching,  and 
paving  the  city  became  a  defirable  obje6f,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
freemen  would  not  entruft  the  corporation  alone  with  the  power  of 
railing  or  expending  the  money  necelTary  for  thefe  purpofes ;  they 
could  not,  however,  cafl  fuch  a  refleclion  on  the  refpe6table  cha- 
racters of  which  that  body  was  compofed,  as  wholly  to  veft  thefc 
powers  with  others;  they  purfueda  middle  line,  and  conftituted  two 
feparate  bodies  by  the  names  of  city  wardens,  and  ftreet  commif- 
fioners,  to  the  former  of  whom  the  lighting  and  watching,  and  to  the 
latter  the  paving  of  the  ftreets,  was  committed  ;  the  mayor,  or  re- 
corder, and  four  of  the  aldermen  concurring  with  each  body  in  lay- 
ing the  taxes  arid  prefcribing  the  mode  of  expending  them  ;  thus  the 
city  legiflaticn  for   thefe    purpofes    became  compounded    of  two 
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liriinches,  the  wardens  and  commiffioners  immediately  elected  by  the 
people,  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  reprelentatives  in  Aflemhiy, 
conftituled  the  democratic,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  the  arifto- 
cratic  branch.  Thefe  bodies,  thus  compounded,  condu(5^ed  the  bu- 
JGnefs  committed  to  them  with  great  harmony,  nor  is  there  the  leaii 
recolledion  of  any  drfagreemeiit  between  them  ;  the  taxes  were  laid 
with  equality,  collected  with  moderation,  and  expended  for  the  real 
ufe  and  improvement  of  the  city  j  one  complaint  only  had  foun- 
dation, which  arofe  from  the  nature  rather  than  from  any  abufe 
of  the  powers  :  the  number  of  wardens  and  Hreet  commiffioners 
was  fo  great,  as  at  very  moderate  wages  to  render  thofe  boards  toa 
expenfive. 

For  the  honour  of  the  late  corporation  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
that  the  mayor's  court  was  always  filled  with  an  able  lawyer  for  the 
recorder,  and  another  for  the  profecution  of  criminal  offences  j 
and  fuch  was  the  orderly  and  upright  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 
it,  that  no  court  in  the  province,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  country 
exceeded  it. 

The  prejudices  under  which  the  old  corporation  lab6ured  from  Its 
original  conflitution,  were  fo  ftrong,  that  upon  the  revolution,  the 
General  Aflembly  declared,  by  an  a€t  pafled  during  their  firli  felTion, 
**  That  the  powers  and  jurifdidion  hitherto  exercifed  by  the  mayor, 
recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  were  not  founded 
on  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  become  null  and 
void."  Wherefore,  by  that  and  feveral  fubfequent  a6ts,  the  powers 
of  the  corporation  were  diflributed  between  the  fupreme  executive 
council,  the  city  magiftrates,  and  the  wardens  and  flreet  commif^ 
iioners,  who  exercifed  them  from  the  year  1777,  ^^  ^739-  Th« 
prejudices,  which  had  no  fouiidation  as  againft  corporations  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  againft  the  conftitution  of  the  late  corporation  of  the 
city,  were  however  fo  ftrcng,  that  ,it  was  v/ith  difficulty  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  a  new  incorporation  of  the  city. 
The  defeats  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  and  governing  the  police 
of  the  city  at  length  became  fo  glaring,  that  they  were  feen  by  all 
clafles  of  people,  and  their  minds  prepared  for  an  a6l  of  incorpora- 
tion. The  General  Affiimbly,  in  the  winter  feffions  of  1789,  favour- 
ing the  wi(hes  of  the  citizens,  palTed  an  a6t,  intitled.  An  A6t  to  in- 
coi-j^orate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which,  with  a  fupplemeni  palTcd  in 
1790,  conftitutes  the  prefent  city  charter. 

'     I  'By 
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Bythefe  a£ts  the  common  council  confifls  of  two  branches ;  filtceifc. 
aldermen  are  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to  continue  in  office  for  feveit 
vears ;  they  chufe  a  recorder  from  the  citizens  at  large  for  feven  years^ 
and  a  mayor  from  their  own  number  for  one  year.  Thirty  commorl 
councilmen  are  chofen  by  the  citizens  at  largej  entitled  to  vote  for  re- 
prefentatives  in  Affembly,  to  continue  in  office  for  three  years ;  thefe 
were  intended  to  form  a  balanced  government,  upon  the  principle 
that  the  choice  by  freel;iolders,  and  for  a  longer  terin,  would  produce 
a  more  feled  body  of  aldermen,  and  that  the  citizens  at  large  would 
chufe  charafters  fitter  to  reprefent  and  form  the  popular  branch  of 
city  government*  Eight  aldermen  and  fixteen  common  councilmen 
form  a  quorum  or  board  to  tranfaft  bufinefs,  at  which  the  mayor  o4* 
recorder  prelides ;  they  fit  and  deliberate  together,  but  no  a6t  is 
legal,  unlefs  a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  amajorhy  of  the  common 
councilmen  prefent,  and  the  mayor  or  recorder,  concur. 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world  a  more  liberal  plan  of  city  go* 
vernment ;  every  clafs  of  citizetis  have  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting 
and  being  reprefented.  The  body  is  fufficiently  numerous  to  con- 
tain fomc  of  every  defcription,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  talents  and  in- 
formation neccffary  for  deliberation  and  execution,  and  yet  not  fo 
large  as  to  be  incumbered  with  its  own  weight ;  it  poflelTes  the  powers 
of  legiflation  and  taxation  in  all  cafes  neceflary  for  the  well-governing 
and  improving  the  city,  except  in  contradidion  to  a6ts  of  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly ;  and  from  the  many  improvements  already  intro* 
duced,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  its  police  will  be  equal  to  that  ^of 
any  modern  city. 

A  city  court  is  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  foui* 
times  in  a  year,  and  holds  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen,  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty  fhil* 
lings,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week,  beginning 
on  Monday  morning,  and  fitting  by  adjournments  until  the  bufinefs 
of  the  week  is  finifhed. 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  for^y  ttiiU 
lings. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fuburbs,  including; 
the  diftrid  of  Southwark  and  the  compaftly  built  part  of  the  Nor- 
thern liberties,  which,  to  every  purpofe  but  as  to  their  govern- 
ment, sre  confidered  as  parts' of  the  city,  was  found  by  the  late  cenfua 
to  be  forty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number 
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of  houfes  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  llores  cr  work- 
fliops  four  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  houfes  for  public  worfhip  are  numerous,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


The  Friends  or  Quakers,  have 

5^ 

The  Swedifli  Lutherans,      .      if 

The  Prefbyterians  and  Sece- 

The  Moravians,       .     .     ,1 

^  ders,  .:..,. 

6 

TheBaptifts,     .      .     .      .     'i 

The  Epifcopalians, 

3 

The  Univerfai  Baptifts,       .      t 

The  German  Lutherans,     . 

2 

The  Methodifts,      .      .      .      i 

The  German  Calvinifts, 

I 

The  Jews,    ......      i 

The  Catholics,  .      .      .      . 

4 

The  other  public  buildings 

in 

the  city,  be  fides  the  univerfity  an4 

college,  are  the  following  ; 

^ 

A  ftate  houfe  and  offices, 

Two  incorporated  banks. 

Two  city  court  houfes. 

A  houfe  of  correction, 

A  county  court  houfe. 

A  dramatic  theatre, 

A  carpenters  hall. 

A  public  obfervatory, 

A  philofophicai  fociety's  hall. 

A  medical  theatre  and  elaboratory, 

A  difpenfary. 

Three  brick  market  houfes. 

Hofpitals,  and  offices, 

A  fifh  market. 

An  alms  houfe, 

A  public  gaol,  &c. 

^  The  ftate  houfe  is  inChefnut  flreet,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  fireets, 
and  was  erected  as  early  as  1735.  The  building  is  I'ather  magnifi' 
cent  than  elegant,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  was  built  within 
fifty-three  years  after  the  firft  European  cabin  was  erefted  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  its  architecture  is  juftly  admired.  The  fiate  houfe  yard 
\s  a  neat,  elegant,  and  fpacious  public  walk,  ornamented  with 
rows  of  trees  ;  but  a  high  brick  wall,  which  enclofes  it,  limits  the 
profpecl. 

In  1787,  an  elegant  court  houfe  was  erefted  on  the  left  of  the 
ftate  houfe  ;  .and  on  „the  right,  the  town  hall  or  new  court 
iioufe,  and  a  philofophicai  hall.  Thefe  add  much  to  the  beauty  of 
the  fquare. 

South  of  the  ftate  houfe  is  the  public  gaol,  built  of  fione.  Jt  has 
a  ground  half  ilory,  and  two  ftories  above  it.     Every  apartment  is 

*  One  of  thefe  houfes  is  for  thofe  Quakers  who  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  their 
country  in  the  late  war,  contrary  to  the  eftablilhcd  principles  of  the  Friends.  They 
call  themfcWes  Free  Quakers. 

•f-  This  is  the  oldcft  church  in  or  near  the  city,  and  has  lately  b>cen  annexed  to  the 
]ppifcopalian  order. 
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arched  with  ftone  again  ft  fire  and  force.  It  is  a  hollow  fquare,  one. 
hundred  feet  in  front,  and  is  the  neateft  and  moft  fecure  building  of 
the  kind  in  America.  To  the  gaol  is  annexed  a  work  houfe,  with 
yards  to  each,  to  feparate  the  fexes,  and  criminals  from  debtors. 
There  have  lately  been  added  apartments  in  the  yards  for  folitary 
confinement  of  criminals  according  to  the  new  penal  code.  Of  four 
thoufand  and  fixty  debtors,  and  four  thoufand  criminals,  in  the  whole 
eight  thoufand  and  fixty  who  were  confined  in  this  new  gaol,  between 
the  28rh  of  September,  1780,  and  the  fifth  of  September,  1790, 
twelve  only  died  a  natural  death  in  the  gaol. 

The  hofpital  and  poor  houfe,  in  which  are  upwards  of  three 
hundred  poor  people,  whether  we  confider  the  buildings,  or 
the  defigns  for  which  they  were  ereded,  are  unrivalled  in  America. 

The  German  church,  lately  erefted,  is  one  of  the  moft  elegant 
churches  in  America.  Mr.  D.  Taneberger,  one  of  the  united  bre- 
thren's fociety  at  Litiz,  a  great  mechanical  genius,  has  completed 
and  erected  a  large  organ  for  this  church.. 

The  market  houfe  in  High  ftreet  is  acknowleged  by  Europeans  to 
exceed  any  thing  they  have  feen  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  the  extent,  neatnefs,  variety  and  abun- 
dance of  provifions,  is  not  equalled  in  America.  There  are  two 
others  at  different  parts  of  the  city,  which  do  honour  to  the  citizens 
and  their  police. 

The  city  is  provided  with  a  number  of  public  and  private  chari- 
table inftitutions ;  the  principal  of  which  are,  the  houfe  of  employ- 
'inent,  a  large  commodious  building,  where  the  poor  of  the  city  and 
fome  adjoining  townfliips  are  fupported  and  employed  in  coarfe 
manufactures  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenfes,  under  the  care  of 
the  overfeers  and  guardians  of  the  poor,  who  are  a  corporate  body 
created  for  this  purpofe  by  a6t  of  AfTembly,  with  power  to  lay  taxes 
for  its  farther  fupport.  '    •' 

The  Pennfylvania  hofpital. 

The  Quakers'  alms  houfe  is  fupported  by  that  fociety  for  the  ufe 
of  their  own  poor;  it  is  divided  into  a  number  of  feparate  houfes 
and  rooms  for  families  or  fingle  perlbns  who  have  fallen  into  decay ; 
moft  or  them  contribute  by  their  induftry  towards  their  own  fupport, 
but  are  fupplied  with  whatever  their  induftry  falls  fhort  of  procuring, 
by  a  committee  of  the  fociety,  and  live  more  comfortably  than  many 
who  in  full  health,  and  unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  own 
fubfiftence ,  there  is  a  conftderable  garden  belonging  to  this  houfe, 

froai 
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From  which  the  city  is  fupplied,  at  very  moderate  prices,  with  every" 
kind  of  medicinal  herbs  common  to  the  climate.  ''  .      i.'^  '^'  . 

The  hofpital  for  hinatics  is  a  fine  elegant  building,  and  well  kept; 
it  has  a  library,  in  which  there  is  an  elegant  bud  of  Franklin.  The 
hall  on  the  firft.  floor  is  appropriated  to  lick  men,  and  the  iecond  floor 
to  women.  The  lunatics  have  each  a  cbll  furnifhed  with  a  bed  and 
table,  and  a  ftove  for  the  conveniency  or  warming  the  cell  in  winter* 
Moft  of  the  patients  that  this  hofpital  has  received  have  been  th« 
victims  of  religious  melancholy,  or  difappointed  love. 

The  following  interefting  account  of  the  Quaker's  Hofpital,  or 
Bettering  Houfe,  as  if  is  properly  called^  is  extracted  from  Brissot's 
Travels  in  the  United  States,  Letter  XL  page  167.  "  This  hofpital 
is  fituated  in  the  open  country,  in  one  of  thofe  parts  of  the  original 
plan  of  Philadelphia  not  yet  covered  with  houfes  j  it  is  conftru6ted  of 
bricks,  and  compofed  of  two  large  buildings  ;  one  for  men,  and 
the  other  for  women.  There  is  a  feparation  in  the  court,  which  is 
common  to  them.  This  inflitution  has  feV-eral  obje£ls :  they  re- 
ceive into  it  the  poor,  the  fick,  orphans,  women  in  travail,  and 
perfons  attacked  with  venereal  difeafes.  They  likewife  confine  here 
Vagabonds,  diforderly  perfonsj  and  girls  of  fcandalous  lives. 

"  There  exifts,  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Philadelphia,  that  dif- 
gufting  commerce  of  difeafes,  rather  than  of  pleafures,  which  for  ^o 
long  a  time  has  empoifoned  our  continent.  Yes,  my  friend,  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  conliderable  maritime  towns  of  the  ne\^  cbnti^ 
tient  are  afllided  by  this  leprofy.  It  w^s  almoil  unknown  before  the 
revolution  ;  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies  has  naturalized  it,  and 
it  is  one  of  thofe  fcourges  for  which  the  free  Americans  are  indebted 
to  us.  But  this  traffic  is  not  carried  on  fo  fcandaloufly  as  at  Paris 
or  London.  It  is  refl-rained,  it  is  held  in  contempt^  and  almoft  im- 
perceptible. I  ought  to  fay,  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  it 
is  nouriflied  only  by  emigrants  and  European  travellers  ;  for  the 
lanftity  of  mqjriage  is  ftill  univeKally  refpeded  in  America.  Young 
people  marrying  early^  and  without  obftacles,  are  not  tempted  to  go 
iand  diflionour  and  empoifon  themfelves  in  places  of  proftitution. 

*'  But,  to  finifli  my  account  of  this  hofpital,  there  are  particular 
halls  appropriated  to  each  clafs  of  poor,  and  to  each  fpecies  of  fick- 
nefs ;  and  each  hall  has  its  fuperintendant.  This  inftitution  was 
rich  and  well  adminiftered  before  the  war.  The  greater  part  of  the 
adminiftrators  were  Quakers.     The  w:ar  and  paper  money  intro- 

^  H  a  '  duced 
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duced  a  different  order  of  things.  The  Icgiflatiire  refolved  not  td' 
admit  to  its  adminiftration  any  perfons  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath' 
of  fideHty  to  the  State.  The  Quakers  were  by  this  excluded,  and 
the  management  of  it  fell  into  .hands  not  fo  pure.  The  fpirit  of  de- 
predation was  manifeft  in  it,  and  paper  money  was  ftill  more  inju- 
rious. Creditors  of  the  hofpital  were  paid,  or  rather  ruined,  by  this 
Operation.  About  a  year  ago,  on  the  report  of  the  infpeftors  of  the 
hofpitals,  the  legiflature,  confidering  the  abufes  pra6tifed  in  that  ad- 
miniftration, confided  that  of  the  bettering  houfe  again  to  the 
Quakers.  Without  any  refentment  of  the  affronts  they  had  received 
during  the  war,  and  only  anxious  to  do  good  and  perform  their  duty, 
the  Friends  accepted  the  adminiftration,  and  exercife  it  as  before 
with  zeal  and  fidelity.  This  change  has  produced  the  effeft  which 
was  expeded.  Order  is  viiibly  re-eftabliftied  ;  many  adminiftrator» 
are  appointed,  one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vilTt  the  hofpital  every 
day:  fix  phyficians  are  attached  to  it^  who  perform  the  fervice 
gratis, 

"  I  have  fecn  the  hofpi\als  of  France,  both  at  Paris  and  in  th© 
provinces. — 1  know  none  of  them  but  the  one  at  Befan^on,  that  can 
be  compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  fick  and  every  poor  per- 
fbn  has  his  bed  well  furnillied,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  fliould  be.. 
Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppoftte,  which  introduce 
plenty  of  light,  that  great  confoiation  to  a  man  confined,  of  which 
tyrants  for  this  reafon  are  cruelly  fparing.  Thefe  windows  admit  a 
free  circulation  of  air ;  moft  of  them  open  over  the  fields,  and  ai 
they  are  not  very  high,  and  are  without  grates,  it  would  be  very  eafy 
for  the  prifoners  to  make  theii'  efcape,  but  the  idea  never  enters  their 
heads.  This  fa<^  proves  that  the  prifoners  are  happy,  and,  confe- 
(juently,  that  the  adminiftration  is  good. 

"  The  kitchens  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhale  that  fetid  odour 
which  you  perceive  from  the  beft  kitchens  in  France.  The  eating 
rooms,  which  are  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally  clean,  and  well 
aiped ;  neatnefs  and  good  air  reign  in  every  part.  A  large  garden  at 
<he  end  of  the  court  furniflies  vegetables  for  the  kitchen.  I  was  fur-- 
prifed  to  find  there  a  great  number  of  foreign  fhrubs  and  plants. — 
The  garden  is  well  cultivated.  In  the  yard  tl^iey  rear  a  great  number 
of  hogs  ;  for,  in  America,- the  hog,  &  well  as  the  ox,  does  the  honours 
of  the  table  through  the  whole  year. 

*'  I  could  fcarcely  defcribe  to  you  the  different  lenfations  which 
by  turns  rejoiced  and  afEictedmy  heart  in  going  through  their  dif- 
ferent 
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fercnt  apartments.  An  hofpital,  how  well  foever  adminiftered,  is 
always  a  painful  fpedlacle  to  me.  It  appears  to  me  ib  confoling  for 
a  fick  man  to  be  at  his  own  home,  attended  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  viiited  by  his  neighbours,  that  I  regard  hofpitals  as  vaft  fepul- 
chres,  where  are  brought  together  a  crowd  of  individuals,  ftrangers 
to  each  other,  and  feparated  from  all  they  hold  dear.  And  what  is 
man  in  this  fituation  ? — A  leaf  detached  from  the  tree,  and  driven 
down  by  the  torrent — a  ikeleton  no  longer  of  any  confiftence,  and 
bordering  on  diflblution. 

"  But  this  idea  foon  gives  place  to  another.  Since  Societies  are 
condemned  to  be  infefled  with  great  cities,  lince  mifery  and  vice  are 
the  neceflary  offspring  of  thefc  cities,  a  houfe  like  this  becomes  the 
afylum  of  beneficence ;  for,  without  the  aid  of  fuch  inftitutions, 
what  would  become  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wretches  who  here 
find  a  refuge ;  fo  many  women ;  fo  many  perfons  blind  and  deaf, 
rendered  difgufting  by  their  numerous  infirmities  ? — They  mull 
very  foon  perifli,  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  to  whom  they  arc 
ftrangers.  No  door  but  that  of  their  common  mother  earth  would 
receive  thefe  hideous  figures,  were  it  not  for  this  provifion  made  by 
their  common  friend,  Society. 

**  I  faw  in  this  hofpital  all  that  m\(try  and  difeafe  can  aflemble.  I 
faw  women  fuffering  on  the  bed  of  pain ;  others,  whofe  meagre 
vifagcs,  rendered  difgufting  by  eruptions,  atteft  the  fatal  effeds  of  in- 
continence ;  others,  who  waited  with  groans  the  moment  when  Hea- 
ren  would  deliver  them  from  a  burden  of  life,  becaufe  afflided  with 
frxciticiating  pain  ;  others,  holding  in  their  arms  the  fruit,  not  of  a 
legal  naarriage,  but  of  love  betrayed.  Poor  innocents !  born  under 
the  ftar  of  wretchednefs !  Why  fliould  men  be  born  predeflinated 
to  misfortunes  ?  But,  blefs  God,  at  leaft,  that  you  are  in  a  country 
where  baftardy  is  no  obftacle  to  refpe6lability  and  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenftiip.  I  faw  with  pleafure  thefe  unhappy  mothers  careffing  their 
infants  and  nurting  them  with  tendernefs.  There  were  few  children 
in  the  hall  of  the  little  orphans ;  thefe  were  in  good  health,  and  ap- 
peared gay  and  happy.  Mr.  Shoemaker,  who  conduced  me  thither, 
and  another  of  the  direftors,  diftributed  fome  cakes  am'ong  them 
which  they  had  brought  in  their  pockets.  Thus  the  directors  think 
of  their  charge  even  at  a  dillance,  and  occupy  themfelves  with  their 
happinefs.  Good  God  !  there  is  then  a  country  where  the  foul  of 
t|ie  governor  of  an  hofpital  is  not  a  foul  of  brafs  i 

«  Blacks 
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**  Blacks  are  here  mingled  with  whites,  and  lodged  in  the  faiiie 
apartments.  This,  to  mc,  was  an  edifying  light;  it  feemed  a  balmi 
to  my  foul.  I  faw  a  negro  woman  fpinniag  with  aftivity  by  the  fide 
of  Her  bed;  Her  eyes  feemed  to  expe£t  from  the  diredor  a  word  of 
confolation — She  obtained  it ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  16 
hear  him.  I  ftiould  have  been  more  happy  had  it  been  for  me  to 
have  fpoken  thi^  word :  I  ftiould  have  added  maiiy  more.  Unhappy 
negroes !  how  much  reparation  do  we  owe  them  for  the  evils  we  have 
occafioned  them — the  evils  we  Hill  occafion  them !— and  they  love 
us! 

"  The  happinefs  of  this  ncgrefs  was  not  equal  to  that  which  I  faw 
fparkle  on  the  vifage  of  a  young  blind  girl,  who  feemed  to  leap  for 
joy  at  the  found  of  the  director's  voice.  He  afked  after  her  health  f 
Ihe  anfwered  him  with  tranfport.  She  w^as  taking  her  tea  by  the  fide 
of  her  little  table — Her  tea! — My  friend,  you  are  aftoniflied  at  this 
luxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is  becaufe  there  is  humanity  in  its  adminif- 
tration,  and  the  wretches  are  not  crowded  in  here  in  heaps  to  be 
ftifled.  They  give  tea  to  thofe  whofe  conduct  is  fatisfa6lory ;  and 
thofe  who  by  their  work  are  able  to  make  fome  favings,  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  induftry.  I  remarked  in  this  hofpital,  that  the  women 
were  much  more  numerous  than  the  men  ;  and  among  the  latter,  I 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in  the  hofpitals  of 
Paris,  figures  on  which  you  trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  mifery,  and  in- 
dolence. They  have  a  decent  appearance  :  many  of  them  a&ed  the 
director  for  their  enlargem.ent,  which  they  obtained. 

'*  But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this  houfe  ?  They 
have  their  hands,  anfwered  the  director,  and  they  may  find  ufeful 
occupations.  But  the  women,  replied  I,  what  can  they  do  ?  Their 
condition  is  not  fo  fortunate,  faid  he.  In  a  town  where  fo  many  men 
are  occupied  in  foreign  commerce,  the  number  of  unhappy  and  dif- 
orderly  females  will  be  augmented.  To  prevent  this  inconvenience, 
it  has  been  lately  propofed  to  form  a  new  eftabhfliment,  which  fliall 
give  to  girls  of  this  defcription  a  ufeful  occupation,  where  the  pro- 
duce of  the  induftry  of  each  perfon  fliall  be  preferved  and  given  to 
her  on  leaving  the  houfe  ;  or  if  flie  fhould  choofe  to  remain,  ftie  fliall 
always  enjoy  the  fruit  of  her  own  labour. 

*'  This  projefV  will,  without  doubt,  be  executed;  for  the  Quakers 
are  ingenious  and  perfevcring  when  they  h^ve  in  view  the  fuccour  of 
the  unhappy." 

A  houfe 
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A  houfe  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Kearfley  the  elder,  for  the 
fupport  of  twelve  elderly  widows  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  com-r 
munion,  in  which  a  number  of  perfons  of  that  defcription,  who 
have  feen  better  days,  are  very  comfortably  and  decently  provided 
for. 

The  humane  fociety  for  recovering  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  dead 
by  drowning,  eftabhfhed  upon  limilar  principles  with  thofe  of  the 
fame  name  in  mod  fea  ports  in  Europe  ; '  it  is  under  the  care  of 
twelve  managers,  annually  chofen  by  the  fubfcribers ;  the  phyficians 
^fford  their  aid  to  this  inftitution  gratis,  a  number  of  thefe  being  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe  by  the  managers. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  has  a  fund  under  proper  direftion, 
Ibme  of  which  are  incorporatecl  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  their  clergy,  or  other  diflreffed  members  of  their  com- 
munion. *      "     •>      -  vj  -  .. 

'  ■       '   ,'  -•'.♦.■.' 

There  are  alfo  focieties  formed  for  the  relief  of  particular  defcrip- 

tions  of  perfons,  with  funds  raifed  by  fubfcriptions  or  otherwife,  for 
the  purpofe,  fuch  as  the  fea  captains  fociety,  the  Delaware  pilots 
fociety,  feparate  focieties  for  the  relief  and  alliftance  of  emigrants 
and  other  diftrefied  perfons,  from  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Ger- 
many, &c.  fome  of  which  are  incorporated,  fo  that  there  can  fcarcc 
happen  an  inftance  of  individual  diflrefs,  for  which  a  mode  of  ad-  . 
vice,  affillance  or  relief,  is  not  provided  without  refort  to  public  ■^'^' 
Pegging. 

Seminaries  of  learning  are  cftabliflied  upon  the  mod:  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles,  of  which  the  principal  are,  the  univerfity  of  Penn- 
fylvania  and  college  of  Philadelphia. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  have  one  or  more  fchools  under 
their  immediate  diredion,  for  the  education  of  their  own  youth  of 
both  fexes,  as  well  of  the  rich,  who  are  able  to  pay,  as  of  the  poor, 
who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books  and  ftationary  gratis ;  be- 
fides  which,  there  are  a  number  of  private  fchools  under  the  dire£tioa 
of  mafters  and  miftrefles,  independent  of  any  public  body;  and 
there  are  feveral  private  academies"  for  the  inftru6lion  of  young  ladies 
in  all  the  branches  of  pohte  literature,  fuitable  to  the  fex;  and  there 
is  no  individual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  mafters  or  miftreffes, 
will  take  the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  admitted  into  fome  one  of 
thefe  fchools,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  be  taught  gratis ; 
it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  is  a  fchool  for  the  Africans 
of  every  (hade  or  colour,  kept  under  the  care  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
■    »  ■  the 
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the  Quakers,  into  which  are  admitted  gratis,  flaves  ^s  well  as  free 
perfons  of  whatever  age,  of  both'  fexcs,  and  taught  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  knitting,  fcwing,  and  other  ufeful  female  accompHfli- 
juents :  this  fchool  was  originally  inftituted  by  private  fubfcriptions 
of  the  fociety,  with  a  view  to  prepare  that  degraded  race  for  a  better 
iituation  in  civil  life  ;  but  the  will  of  the  late  Anthony  Benezet,  of 
benevolent  memory,  a  coniiderable  donation  from  the  fociety  in  Eng^ 
land,  and  fome  other  charitable  devifes,  have  provided  funds  ade- 
quate to  its  future  fupport,  and  it  will  no  lonojer  be  burthenfome  to 
individuals. 

Sunday  fchools,  for  the  inflru6lion  of  children  who  would  other- 
wife  fpend  that  day  in  idlenefs  or  mifchief,  have  lately  been  infti- 
tuted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  tend  to  amend  the  morals  and  con- 
du6t  of  the  rifing  generation. 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  is  a  moft  ufeful  inftitution  ;  it 
contains  near  teh  thoufand  volumes,  well  feiefted,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of  the  citizens ;  they  are  depofitecj 
in  an  elegant  building  lately  erected,  in  a  modern  ftyle,  and  are 
acceflible  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday.  Here  the  man  of 
learning  may  confult  the  work  of  the  remoteft  ages,  and  trace  hif- 
tories,  arts  and  fciences,  from  their  infancy  to  this  prefent  flate  of 
improvement ;  and  the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  the  fludent  or  ap- 
prentice, may  be  fupplied  with  books  to  improve  their  minds  or 
^mufe  them  in  their  vacant  hours  at  home.  The  company  confills 
of  fome  hundreds  of  proprietors,  incorporated  by  charter,  who  pay 
ten  fhillings  annually  for  the  purchafe  of  new  books  and  defraying 
incidental  expenfes ;  twelve  directors  are  anntially  chofen,  who  ma- 
nage the  concerns  of  the  company  and  keep  a  correfpondence  with 
Europe,  from  vi?hence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with  new  publica- 
tions of  reputation  and  merit. 

The  corporation  have  lately  ordered  the  ftrcets,  lanes,  and  alleys 
tp  be-  marked  at  every  interfe6tion  of  each  other,  and  the  houfes  to 
be  numbered.  The  names  painted  on  boards,  with  an  index  hand 
pointing  to  the  progreffion  of  the  numbers,  are  already  affixed  at  the 
corners  of  the  ftreets,  fo  that  with  the  aid  of  the  directory  a  f^ranger 
may  find,  without  difficulty,  any  -houfe  whpfe  ftreet  ^nd  number 
known. 

The  city,  within  a  few  years  paft,  has  experienced  a  very  remark* 
able  revolution  in  refped  to  the  healthinefs  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the 
till  of  mortality  proves  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  confiderably 
decreafed  fmce  the  year  1783,  not\Yithflandin|;  the  great  increafc  of 

its^ 
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',  its  population ;  this  change  in  favour  of  health  and  life  is  afcribed 
by  phyficians  to  the  co-operation  of  the  following  caufes :  ift,  The 
arching  the  dock,  whereby  a  very  noxious  and  offenfive  nuifance 
was  removed.  2d,  The  cultivation  of  the  lots  adjoining  and  partly 
furrounding  the  city,  whereby  another  cxtenfivc  fourcc  of  putrid 
exhalations  is  dried  np.  3d,  An  increafed  care  in  cleanfingthe  ftreets, 
4th,  An  increafe  of  horticulture,  and  confequently  a  greater  con- 
fumption  of  vegetable  aliments.  5th,  The  inftitution  of  the  dif- 
penfary,  which  has  extended  medical  aid  to  many  hundreds  in  a  year^ 
who  either  periflied  for  the  want  of  it,  or  were  facrificed  by  quacks. 
6th,  The  more  improved  ftate  of  phyfic,  whence  feveral  difeafea 
formerly  fatal  in  moft  inftances  are  better  underftood  and  treated, 
and  therefore  more  generally  cured.  And  7th,  From  a  general  dif- 
fufion  of  knowledge  among  all  claifes  of  people,  from  their  libraries, 
their  numerous  focieties,  monthly,  weekly,  and  daily  publications, 
whence  the  people  at  large  are  better  acquainted  than  formerly  with 
the  means  of  preferving  their  health,  as  may  be  exemplified  in  one 
inftance  ;  there  was  but  one  death  in  the  fummer  of  1792  from 
drinking  cold  water,  whereas  fome  years  ago  twenty  has  not  been  an 
uncommon  number  from  this  fingle  caufe. 

In  this  account  of  Philadelphia,  it  maybe  necelTary  to  notice,  in  as 
concife  a  manner  as  poffible,  the  malignant  fever  which  made  fuch 
dreadful  ravages  there  in  the  year  1793.     This  account  we  Ihall  ex- 
trad  from  a  pamphlet  written  on  that  fubjed  by  Matthew  Carey, 
-  M.  D.  of  Philadelphia. 

Previoufly  to  the  appearance  of  the  malignant  fever  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  profperity  of  that  city  was  fuch  as,  by  the  introduftion  of 
luxur}',  could  not  but  ferioufly  alarm  thofc  who  confidered  *  how 
far  the  virtue,  the  liberty,  and  the  happinefs  of  a  nation  depend  on 
its  temperance  and  fober  manners ;'  and  although  it  were  prefumption, 
adds  the  authoi',  to  ♦  attempt  to  fcan  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  yet  few, 
I  believe,  will  pretend  to  deny,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  a  city,  which  was  running  on  in  full  career  to  th» 
goal  of  prodigality  and  diffipation.' 

^ow  low  this  prodigal  and  luxurious  city  was  bowed  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1793,  """^y  tje  gathered  from  the  fubjoined  ffatement: 

"  Moft  people  who  could  by  any  means  make  it  convenient,  fled 
frbm  the  city.  Of  thofe  who  remained,  many  fliut  themfelves  up 
in  their  houfes,  and  were  afraid  to  walk  the  ftreets.  The  fmoke  of. 
tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventative,  many  perfons,  even  wo- 
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men  and  fmall-  boys,  had  fegars  conflantly  in  their  mouths.  Other* 
placing  full  confidence  in  garlic,*  chewed  it  almoft  the  whole  day  ;: 
fome  kept  it  in  their  fhoes.  Many  were  afraid  to  allow  the  barbers 
or  hair-dreffers  to  come  near  them,  as  inftances  had  occurred  o£ 
ibme  of  them  having  flaaved  the  dead,  and  many  of  them  had  en- 
gaged as  breeders.  Some  who  carried  their  caution  pretty  far^ 
bought  lanceis  for  themfelvesy  pot  daring  to  be  bled  with  the  lancets 
of  the  bleeders.  Some,  houfes  were  hardly  a  moment  in  the  day  free 
from  the  fmell  of  gunpowder,  burned  tobacco,  nitre,  iprinkied 
vinegar,  &c.  Many  of  the  churches  were  aunoft  iefeited,  and  fome 
wholly  clofed.  The  coffee-houfe  was  fhut  up,  as  was  the  city  li- 
brary, and  moft  of  the  public  offices ;  three  out  of  the  four  daily 
papers  were  dropped,  as  were  fome  of  the  other  papers.  Many  were 
almofl  incefTantly  purifying,  fcouring  and  whitcwalhiag  iheir  rooms* 
Thofe  who  ventured  abroad,  had  handkerctiiers  or  fpon^^es  impreg- 
nated with  vinegar  or  camphor  at  their  nofes,  or  elfe  fmeliing-bottles 
with  the  thieves'  vinegar.  Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  ia 
their  hands  or  pockets,  or  camphor  bags  tied  round  their  necks. 
The  corpfes  of  the  moil  refpedable  citizens,  even  thofe  who  did 
not  die  of  the  epidemic,  were  carried  to  the  grave  on  the  Ihafts  of  a 
,chair,  the  horfe  driven  by  a  negro,  unattended  by  a  friend  or  re- 
lation, and  without  any  fort  of  ceremony.  People  haftily  fliifted 
their  courfe  at  the  light  of  a  hearfe  coming  towards  them.  Many 
never  walked  on  the  foot  path,  but  went  into  the  middle  of  the 
ilrects,  to  avoid  being  infefted  in  palTing  by  houfes-  vvhereia  people 
had  died.  Acquaintances  and  friends  avoided  each  other  in  the 
Hreets,  and  only  Jignified  their  regard  by  a  cold  nod.  The  old 
cuflom  of  ihaking  hands  fell  into  fuch  general  difufe,  that  many 
were  affronted  even  at  the  offer  of  the  hand.  A  perfon  with  a  crape 
or  any  appearance  of  mourning,  was  fhunned  like  a  viper..  And  many 
valued  themfelves  highly  on  the  Ikill  and  add refs  with  which  they  got 
to  windward  of  every  perfon  they  n-^et.  Indeed  it  is  not  probable 
that  London,  at  the  laft  llage  of  the  plague,  exhibited  flronger 
marks  of  terror  than  were  to  be  feen  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  25th 
©r.26th  of  Augufi:  till  pretty  late  in  September.  When  people  fum- 
moned  up  refolution  to  walk  abroad  and  take  the  air,  the  lick-cart 
conveying  patients  to  the  hofpital,  or  the  hearfe  carrying  the  dead 
to  the  grave,  which  were  travelling  almoll  the  whole  day,  fooa 
damped  their  fpiiits,  and  plungtd  them  again  into  defpendency." 

4  How 


OF    PENNSYLVANIA.  427 

How  entirely  fociety  was  diflblved,  and  all  the  charities  and  ac- 
commodations of  life  fufpended,  the  following  circumftanccs  wili 
fiiew  : 

"  With  the  poor  the  cafe  was,  as  might  be  expefted,  infinitely 
"worfe  than  with  the  rich.  Many  of  thefe  have  periflied,  without  a 
human  being  to  hand  them  a  drink  of  water,  to  adminifter  medi- 
cines, or  to  perform  any  charitable  office  for  them.  Various  in- 
flances  have  occurred,  of  dead  bodies  found  lying  in  the  flreets,  of 
perfons  who  had  no  iioufe  ©r  habitation,  and  cou'd  procure  no 
fhelter. 

"  A  man  and  his  wife,  once  in  affluent  circumftanccs,  were  found 
lying  dead  in  bed,  and  between  them  was  their  child,  a  little  infant, 
who  v\as  fucking  its  mother's  breafts.  How  long  they  had  lain  thus 
was  uncertain. 

'*  A  woman,  whofe  hufband  had  juft  died  of  a  fever,  was  feized 
with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  had  nobody  to  alM  her,  as  the  womea 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  afraid  to  go  into  the  houfc.  She  lay  for 
a  confiderable  time  in  a  degree  of  arlguiih  that  will  not  bear  defcrip- 
tion  ;  at  length*  Ihe  ftrtiggled  to  reach  the  window,  and  cried  out 
for  affiftance-:  two  men,  paffing  by,  v^'ent  up  ilairs,  but  they  came 
at  too  late  a  IVage  ;  flie  was  ftriving  with  death,  and  a<fiually  in  afevy 
minutes  expired  in  tlieir  arms. 

"  Another  woman,  whofe  hufband  and  two  children  lay  dead  in 
tbe  room  with  her,  was  in  the  fame  lituation  as  the  former,  without 
a  m^dw'fe,  or  any  other  perfon  to  aid  her.  Her  cries  at  the  window 
brought  up  one  of  the  carters  employed  by  the  committee  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  fick.  With  his  afliftance  flie  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
which  died  in  a  few  minutes,  as  did  the  mother,  who  was  utterly  ex- 
haufted  by  her  labour,  by  the  diforder,  and  by  the  dreadful  fpedtacle 
•before  her.  And  thus  lay  in  one"  room  no  lefs  than  £ve  dead  bodies, 
an  entire  family,  carried  off  in  an  hour  or  two.  Many  inftances 
hiwQ  occurred  of  refptcElable  women,  who,  in  their  lying-in,  have 
been  obliged  to  depend  on  their  maid  fervants  for  affiftance ;  and 
fome  have  had  none  but  from  their  hufoands.  Some  of  the  midwivcs 
were  dead,  and  others  had  left  the  city. 

*'  A  fervant  girl  belonging  to  a  family  in  this  city,  in  which  the 
fever  had  prevailed,  was  apprehenfive  of  danger,  and  refolved  to  re- 
move to  a  relation's  ^oufe  in  the  country.;  flie  was,  however,  taken 
fick  on  the  road,  and  returnecho  town,  where  flie  could  find  no  per- 
son to  receive  her.     One  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  provided  a 
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oart,  and  took  her  to  the  alms-houfe,  into  which  (lie  was  refilled  ad- 
mittance. She  was  brought  back,  and  the  guardian  offered  five  dol- 
lars  to  procure  her  a  fingle  night's  lodging,  but  in  vain.  And  in 
fine,  after  every  effort  made  to  provide  her  llielter,  llie  abfolutely 
expired  in  the  cart. 

"  To  relate  all  the  frightful  cafes  of  this  nature  that  occurred 
Would,  fill  a  volume. 

"  The  public  diflrefs  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  abfence  of 
the  prefident,  and  of  mod,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  federal  officers : 
the  governor  too,  and  almofi:  all  the  officers  of  flate,  were  abfent  or 
had  retired  :  except  the  mayor  and  one  other  magiflrate,  the  muni- 
cipal officers  iikewife  were  away  :  fo  that,  when  the  city  mod  needed 
counfellors,  fhe  was  moft  deflitute  of  coiiniel.  The  firft  viftins,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  feized  by  the  diforder  on  the  26th  or  27th  of 
July,  and  died  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  Auguft.  The  difeafe  fpread 
during  Auguft  j  and  the  alarm  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on 
the  loth  of  September  the  Mayor  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
at  which  very  few  attended,  though  ten  citizens  offered  themlelves. 
as  affiftants  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor.  On  the  14th,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  tranfaft  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  relative  to  the 
£ck,  to  procure  phyficians,  nurfes  and  attendants.  It  conU-fted  of 
twenty-fix  perfons :  but,  by  the  death  of  four,  and  by"  the  defertion 
of  four  others,  it  was  reduced  to  eighteen.  Thefe  eighteen,  men 
chiefly  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  from  the  day  of  their  appoint- 
ment till  the  ceflation  of  the  fever,  watched  over  the  fick>  the  poor,^ 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  with  fuch  vigilance  as  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  deftru6tion,  eminently  to  relieve  the  diftrelfed,  and  to  reftore 
confidence  to  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia.'* 

Of  the  operations  of  this  committee,  an  inftru6tive  account  is  given 
by  our  author,  which  we  cannot  detail.  They  con  filled  principally  in 
nieafure«  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  in  the  removal  of  the  fick  to  the  hof- 
pital  at  Bufli-hijl,  and  in  borrowing  money  from  the  bank  of  Nonh- 
America  to  relieve  the  diflrelled  j  of  whom  there  occurred  weekly 
twelve  hundred  people,  many  of  them  having  families  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  perfons.  The  numerous  deaths  of  heads  of  families  left  a  very  large 
body  of  chiidren,-^  for  whom  it  was  necefl^ary  to  provide  ;  and  hence 
the  committee  found  themfelves  obliged  to  eftah]ifi>  an  orphan 
houfe :  nor  were  their  labours  clofed  till  they  had  provided  for  the 
cleanfing  and  purification  of  the  houfis  in  which  the  fever  had  pre- 
vailed. It  was  not  till  the  14th  of  November  that  they  finally  ad- 
dreff^d  their  fellow-citisens,  informing  them  of  the  reftoration  of  thQ 
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city  to  as  great  a  degree  of  health  as  ufually  had  prevailed  at  the  fame 
feafon. 

Dr.  Carey  beftows  great  and  merited  praife  on  Mr.  Stephen Gerrard, 
a  wealthy  merchant,  and  a  native  of  France,  who,  with  a  Ipirit  truly 
benevolent  and  magnanimous,  offered  to  fuperintend  the  hofpital  at 
Bufh-hill.  To  the  energetic  philanthropy,  and  perfevering  exertion* . 
of  this  exalted  character,  and  his  voluntary  aflbciates,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted the  ultimate  eradication  of  this  dreadful  contagion  from  the  city. 
They  found  the  hofpital  in  the  mod  wretched  and  deplorable  ftate, 
but,  thro'  their  united  efforts,  the  grcateft  order  was  foon  introduced. 
In  this  hofpiual,  betore  Sept.  i6tb,  "  a  profligate,  abandoned  fet  of 
nurfes  and  attendants  (hardly  any  of  good  character  could  at  that 
time  be  procured)  rioted  on  the  provifions  and  comforts,  pre- 
pared for  the  fick,  who,  unlefs  at  the  hours  when  the  dodors 
attended,  were  left  ahuoft  entirely  deftitute  of  every  alliftancc* 
The  dying  and  dead  were  indifcriminately  mingled  together. 
The  evacuations  of  the  fick  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  moft 
offenfive  ftate  imaginable  ;  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  or- 
der or  regularity  exifled.  It  was,  in  fa(ft,  a  great  human  flaughter- 
houfe,  where  numerous  victims  were  immolated  at  the  altar  of  riot 
and  intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that  a  general  dread  of  the 
place  prevailed  through  the  city,  and  that  a  removal  to  it  was  confix 
dered  as  the  feal  of  death.  In  confequence,  there  were  various  in- 
fiances  of  fick  perfons  locking  their  rooms,  and  refilling  every  at- 
tempt to  carry  them  away.  At  length,  the  poor  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
being  fent  to  Bufii-hiil,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  their  iUnefs^  ' 
until  it  was  no  longer  pofilble  to  conceal  it.** 

Such,  however,  was  the  regularity  introduced  by  the  managers; 
and  fuch  was  the  care  and  tendernefs  with  which  they  treated  the  pa- 
tients, and  which  they  obliged  the  attendants  to  obfcrve,  tliat,  in  a 
week  or  two,  the  application  for  admilfion  became  importunate  ; 
and  it  was  necefliiry,  by  requiring  a  certificate  from  a  phyfician, 
fpecifying  that  the  bearer  laboured  under  the  fever,  to  guar-d  againft 
improper  objects.  Of  the  number  of  patients  received,  about  five 
hundred  died  (one  third  of  the  whole)  within  two  days  after  their 
admiflion. 

At  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  Bufli-hill  hofpital,  Dr.  Carey 
adds  the  following  obfervation  concerning  its  adtive  and  beneficent 
managers,  which  we  feel  a  pleaiure  in  infcrting: 

"  Before  I  conclude  this  chapter,  let  mc  add,  thatthe  perfeverance 
of  the  managers  of  that  hofpital  has  been  equally  meritorious  with 
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their  original  beneficence.  During  the  whole  calamity  to  this  tima? 
they  have  attended  uninterruptedly,  for  fix,  feven,  or  eight  hours  a 
day,  renouncing  aimoft  every  care  of  piivate  affairs.  They  have 
had  a  laborious  tour  of  duty  to  perform — to  encourage  and  comfort 
the  fick — to  hand  them  necefTaries  and  medicines— to  wipe  the  fweat 
off  their  brows — and  to  perform  many  difgufting  offices  of  kindnefs  for 
them,  which  nothing  could  render  tolerable,  but  the  exalted  mo- 
tives that  impelled  them  to  this  heroic  condu£l.*' 

This  difeafe  proved  particularly  fatal  to  phyficians  and  to  the 
clergy,  in  confequence  of  its  contagious  nature.  Of  the  profligate, 
and  of  the  corpulent,  few  are  faid  to  liave  recovered.  The  French, 
who  were  fettled  in  Philadelphia,  efcaped  its  ravages  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  The  negroes  did  not  totally  elcape,  though  not  many  were 
Seized  with  the  fever  ;  and  in  thefe  it  is  faid  to  have  yielded  more 
eafily  to  medicine  than  in  the  whites.  An  opinion  prevailed  that 
cold  and  rain  extinguifhed  the.  diforder,  but  this  is  fhevvn  by  ihe 
prefent  "writer,  from  a  ftatement  of  the  weather,  to  have  been 
erroneous.  A  limilar  error  concerning  the  plague  and  other 
contagious  difeafes  has  been  current  in  mofl  countries  among  the 
uninformed. 

Among  the  defultory  faBs  and  reJcBions,  with  which  Dr.  Carey's 
work  abounds,  fome  appear  worthy  of  the  notice  of  European 
readers.  The  late  dreadful  fufferings — the  lofs  of  four  thou- 
fend  lives — the  terror  and  uncomfortable  Hate  of  the  refl — the 
injury  fuflained  by  the  commercial  interefl  of  the  flate — might 
all  have  been  prevented,  if  the  niagiftrates  had  been  invefted 
"with  authority  to  interpofe  in  time,  and  if  they  had  exerted  that  au- 
thority properly. 

*'  For  a  whole  month,  the  difeafe  lurked  in  one  flreet,  and  was  con- 
:fined  to  a  few  houfes  in  that  flreet.  Who  can  doubt  that  it  might 
cafily  have  been  ftifled  in  its  birth  ?*'  but  then,  is  Mr.  Carey  certain 
that  the  phyficians  and  magiflrates  were  apprized  of  the  deleterious 
nature  of  the  contagion  ?  It  might  probably,  for  fome  time,  have 
been  confounded  with  an  ordinary  epidemic  ;  and  ftatefmen  have  not 
yet  condefcended  to  frame  regulations  for  checking  the  ravages  that 
common  contagious  fevers  produce  ;  though  the  defign  is  important, 
and,  as  we  believe,  prafticab'e.-^The  aiTertion  (p.  85)  **  that  half 
©r  a  third  of  thofe  who  died  (one  thoufand  four  hundred,  or  two 
thoufand  perfcns)  periflied  for  want  of  the  neceffary  care  and  atten- 
tion, owing  to  the  extraordinary  panic,"  miift  fill  every  brcaft,  in 
which  common  fympathy  for  human  liifFerings  refides,  with  indig- 
nant 
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uant  grief,  and  many  at  Philadelphia  with  the  moft  lively  regret. 
The  ties  of  blood  and  of  affedlon  appear  indeed  to  have  been  torn 
afunder  by  fear,  with  a  degree  of  violence  which  is  inconceivable  to 
a  fpe6lator  of  the  ufual  afptd  of  focial  life. 

The  following  occurs  (p.  107)  among  his  detached  obfervations  : 
•*  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  pafling  a  cenfure  on  thofe,  whofe  mif- 
taken,  zeal  led  them,  during  the  moft  dreadful  Ibges  of  the  calamity, 
to  crowd  fome  of  our  churches,  and  aid  this  frightful  enemy  in  his 
work  of  deftrudion  ?  who,  fenrful  left  their  prayers  and  adoration  at 
home  would  not  find  acceptance  before  the  Deity,  reforted  to 
churches  filled  with  bodies  of  contagious  air,  where,  with  every 
breath,  they  inhaled  noxious  miafmata  ?  To  this  fingle  caufe  1  am 
bold  in  afcribing  a  large  proportion  of  the  mortality ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  thofe  congregations,  whofe  places  of  worfliip  were  moft 
crowded,  have  liifFercd  the  moft  dreadfully.  Will  men  never  acquire 
wifdom  ?  Are  we  yet  to  learn,  that  the  Almighty  Architect  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  does  not  require  "  temples  made  with  men's 
hands?'*  that  going  to  a  place  of  worfhip,  againft  the  great  law  of 
ilelf-prefervaiion,  implanted  in  indelible  chara(fters  by  his  Divine 
hand,  on  the  breuft  of  every  one  of  his  creatures,  conftitutes  no  part 
of  the  adoration  due  to  the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  mankind  ?  .  That 
<  a  meek  and  humble  heart'  is  the  temple  wherein  he  delights  to  be 
worfliipped  ?  1  hope  not — I  hope  the  awful  leflbn  fome  of  our  con- 
gregations hold  forth  on  this  fubje(5t,  by  a  mortality  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  will  ferve  as  a  memento  at  all  future  times 
in  the  like  critical  emergencies !" 

To  this  account  we  fubjoin  the  following  lift  of  the  number  of 
perfons  who  fell  a  prey  to  this  deftru6tivc  malady  : 

"  Auguft 325 

"  September 144a 

**  0(5tober  ig^^ 

**  November 11^     . 

*'  Jews,  returned  in  grofs     ....•,,  2. 

**  Baptifts,  ditto *  .      .  50 

"  Methodifts,  ditto  ....•.,..  ^      3» 

"  Free  Quakers,  ditto ,  oe 

"  German  part  of  St.  Mary's  congregation       .     •         30 

ToUl    4031* 

^  See  CaREy'5  SKirf  Account  of  tht  Malignant  Ffiur,  &ff,  gvo.  jd  cdjr. 
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No  city  can  boaft  of  fo  many  ufefnl  improvements  in  manufaiS^ure*^ 
in  the  mechanical  arts,  in  the  art  of  healing,  and  particularly  in  the 
icience  of  humanity,  as  Philadelphia.  The  tradefmen  and  manufac- 
turers have  become  io  numerous,  that  they  arc  beginning  to  alTo- 
ciate  for  mutual  improvement,  and  to  promote  regularity  and  uni- 
formity in  their  feveral  occupations.  The  carpenters,  the  cord- 
wainers,  the  taylors,  the  watch-makers,  the  joiners,  and  hair-dref- 
fers,  have  already  alFociated,  and  others  are  forming  into  companies 
upon  the  fnme  plan. 

The  Philadelphians  have  exerted  their  endeavours  with  happy 
and  growing  fuccefs,  to  prevent  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors. In  accon)plifhing  this  benevolent  purpofe,  on  which  fo  much 
of  the  profperity  and  glory  of  their  empire'depends,  every  good  citizen 
in  the  Unfon  ought  cheerfully  to  If^nd  his  aid  and  influence.  As  oiiC 
important  ftep  towards  efFcfting  their  defign,  they  are  encoui  aging 
breweries,  which  are  fa  ft  increafing.  There  are  fourteen  already  in 
the  city,  and  feven  or  eight  in  the  country.  The  iucreafe  of  the  con- 
fumption  of  beer,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  pail,  in  every  part  of 
America,  and  particularly  in  Pennfylvania,  li'^s  been  aflonilliing.  It 
has  become  a  faftiionable  drink,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that 
in  a  few  years  it  will  come  into  univerfal  ufe  among  all  clafles  of 
people.  In  proportion  as  the  ufe  of  beer  increafes,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion will  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  hquors  decreafe.  This  will 
be  a  happy  change.  The  Philadelphia  porter,  which  is  exported 
to  various  parts,  is  reckoned  equal  to  that  which  is  maniifa<5^ured  in 
London. 

In  fliort,  whether  we  confider  the  local  fituation,  the  fize,  the 
beauty,  the  variety  and  utility  of  the  improvements  in  mechanics, 
agriculture,  and  manufadures,  or  the  induftry,  the  enterprize,  the 
humanity,  and  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phi« 
ladelphia,  it  merits  to  be  viewed  as  the  capital  of  the  flourilliing  em- 
pire of  United  America, 

LAN'CASTER. 

The  borough  of  Lancafter  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  United 
States,  It  is  the  feat  of  juflice  in  Lancafter  county,  and  ftands  on 
Coneftoga  creek,  fixty-fix  miles,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  weft 
from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  large,  and  muft  increafe  ia 
proportion  as  the  furrounduig  country  populates.  It  contains  about 
feven  ©r  eight  hundred  houfes,  befides  a  moft  elegant  court  houfe, 
.    . ,        ..        r  -X  anum 
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a  number  of  handfome  churches,  and  other  public  buildings,  arid 
about  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  a  great  proportion  of  whom  ard 
manufadurers. 

CARLISLE^ 

,  Carlifle  is  the  feat  of  juftice  in  Cumberland  county,  and  is  dne 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  weilward  of  Philadelphia.  It  contains  up- 
wards of  fixteen  hundred  inhabitants,  who  live  in  more  than  three 
hundred  (tone  houfes,  and  worfliip  in  three  churches.  They 
have  alfo  a  court  houfe  and  a  college.  Forty  years  ago,  this  fpot 
was  a  wildernefs,  and  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  beafls.  A 
like  inftance  of  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life  is • 
fcarcely  to  be  found  in  hiftory. 

PITTSBURGH, 

On  the  wcftern  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  weftwaid  of  Philadelphia,  is  beautifully  fituated  on 
a  large  plain,  which  is  the  point  of  land  between  the  Allegany  and 
Monongahela  river,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  their  con- 
fluence, in  latitude  40°  26'  north.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  flores,  and  fliops,  and  about  a  thoufand  inhabitants,  who 
are  chiefly  Prefbyterians  and  Epifcopalians.  The  furrounding 
country  is  very  hilly,  but  good  land,  and  well  ftored  with  excellent 
eoal.  The  rivers  abound  with  fine  fifli,  fiich  as  pike,  perch,  and 
cat  fifli,  which  are  all  much  larger  than  the  fame  fpecies  on  the  eaftern 
lide  of  the  mountains. 

This  town  is  laid  out  on  Penn's  plan,  and  is  a  thoroughfare  for 
travellers  from  the  Eaftern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  fettlement  oa 
the  Ohio. 

SUNBURY, 

The  fliire  town  of  Northumberland  county,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft 
-fide  of  Sufquehannah  river,  juft  below  the  jundion  of  the  eafl:  and 
weft  branches,  in  about  latitude  40"^  ,53',  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  north-weft  from  Philadelphia,  and  contains 
about  one  hundred  houfes. 

BETHLEHEM. 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lehigh,  a  weftern  branch  of 
the  Delaware,  fifty-three  miles  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  latitude 
40**  37'.  The  town  being  built  partly  on  high  riling  ground,  and 
■partly  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Manakes,  a  fine  creek.  Which  af- 
fords trout  and  other  fifh,  has  a  yery  pleafant  and  healthy  fituation, 
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and  is  frequently  vifited  in  the  fummcr  feafon  by  gentry  from  difFeient 
parts.  The  profped  is  not  cxtenfive,  being  bounded  very  near  by  a 
chain  of  the  Lehigh  hills.  To  the  northward  is  a  tra£l  of  land  called 
the  dry  lands.  *    .     "' 

In  the  year  1787,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  between  . 
ftve  and  fix  hundred,  and  the  houfes  were  about  fixty  in  number, 
jnoftly  good  ilrong  buildings  of  limc-ftone.     The  town  has  fince 
confiderably  increaled,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  prefent  are 
about  one  thoufand. 

Befides  the  church  or  public  meeting-hall,  there  ai-c  three  large 
fpacious  buildings,  &c. 

1.  The  fingle  brethren's  or  young  men's  houfe,  facing  the  main 
'flreet  or  public  road.     Here  the  greateft  part  of  the  fingle  tradef- 

men,  journeymen,  and  apprentices  of  the  town  are  boarded  at  a  mo- 
derate rate,  under  the  infpedion  of  an  elder  and  warden,  and  have, 
befides  the  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for  devotions^  and  morning 
and  evening  prayers.  Different  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fame. 

2.  The  fingle  fifters,  or  young  women's  howfe,  where  they  livt 
tjnder  the  care  of  female  infpe6tors.  Such  as  are  not  employed  in 
private  families,  earn  their  bread  moftly  by  fpinning,  fewing,  fine 
Beedle-work,  knitting,  and  other  female  occupations. 

Though  this  houfe  has  its  particular  regulations  to  preferve  order 
and  decorum,  and  may  perhaps  bear  fome  refemblance  to  a  nunnery, 
being  fometimes  improperly  fo  called,  yet  the  plan  is  very  different. 
The  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  go  about  their  bufinefs  in  the  town, 
or  to  take  a  walk  for  recreation  ;  and  fome  are  employed  in  pri- 
vate families,  or  live  with  their  parents  i  neither  are  they  bound  to 
remain  fingle,  for  every  year  a  number  of  them  enter  into  the  mar- 
ried Hate. 

As  to  their  almoft  uniform  drefs,  the  women  in  genial,  for  the 
fake  of  avoiding  extravagance,  and  the  follies  of  fafhion,  have  hitherto 
kept  to  a  particular  fimple  drefs,  introduced  among  them  by  the 
Germans  many  years  ago. 

5.  The  houfe  for  the  widow  women ;  where  fuch  as  have  not  a. 
houfe  of  their  own,  or  means  to  have  their  own  houfe  furniflied, 
live  nearly  in  the  fame  way  as  do  the  fingle  fifters.  Such  as  are  poor, 
^nfirm,  aftd  fuperannuated,  are  affifted  or  maintained  by  the  cohgre* 
gation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  other  members  of  the  fame  that  are  notable 
to  obtain  fubfiftencc  for  thcmfelvcs. 

Thcrtt 
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There  is,  befides,  an  inftitation  of  a  fociety  of  married  men,  be- 
^n  fince  the  year  1770,  for  the  fiipport  of  their  widows.  Aconli- 
derable  fund  or  principaJ  has  been  raifed  by  them,  the  intereft  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  yearly  contributions  of  the  members,  is  regu- 
larly divided  among  the  widows  whofe  hufbands  have  been  members 
of  the  inflitution. 

In  the  houfe  adjoining  the  church  is  the  fchool  for  girls  j  and  finoe 
the  year  17S7,  a  boarding  fchool  for  young  ladies  from  different 
parts,  who  are  inftru<^ed  in  reading  and  writing,  both  Englifli  and 
German,  grammar,  arithmetic,  hiHory,  geography,  needle-work, 
mufic,  &c. 

The  minifter  of  the  place  has  the  fpecial  care  and  infpedion  of  this 
as  wellasof  the  boysfchooi,  which  is  kept  in  a  feparare  houfe,  fitted 
to  that  purpofc,  and  are  taught  reading  and  writing  in  both  lan- 
guages, the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  ion gu<*,  arithmetic,  &c.  Thefe 
fchools,  efpecially  that  for  the  young  ladies,  are  defervedly  in  verjr 
high  repute,  and  fcholars,  more  than  can  be  accommodated,  are  of- 
fered from  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Befides  the  different  houfes  for  private  tradefnien,  mechanics,  and 
others,  there  is  a  public  tavern  at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  with 
good  accommodations  j  alfo  a  ftore,  with  a  general  allbrtment  of 
goods ;  an  apothecaiy's  (liop  ;  a  large  farm  yard  ;  and  on  the  lower 
part,  on  Manakes  creek,  is  a  large  tan  yard,  a  currier's  and  dyerls 
iliop,  a  grift  mill,  fulling  mill,  oil  mill  and  faw  mill  j  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lehigh,  is  a  brewery. 

The  town  is  fupplied  with  good  water  from  a  fpring,  which  being 
In  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  raifed  up  the  hill  by  a  machine  of  a 
very  fimple  conftrusStign,  to  the  height  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
feet,  into  a  refervoir,  whence  it  i^s  condu<!:led  by  pipes  into  the  fe- 
veral  llreets  and  public  buildings  of  the  town. 

The  ferry  acrofs  the  river  is  of  fuch  particular  contrivance,  that  a 
1flat,  large  enough  to  carry  a  team  of  fix  horfes,  runs  oc  a  ftrong  rope 
iixed  and  flretched  acrofs ;  and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  flream, 
without  any  other  afliftance,  croifes  the  river  backwards  and  forwards ; 
the  flat  always  being  put  in  an  oblique  diredtion,  with  its  foremoft 
€nd  verging  towards  the  line  defcribed  by  the  rope. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,  being  of  German  extraction,  this  language  is  mure 
m  ufe  than  the  Englifti.  The  latter,  ivnvever,  is  taugut  m  the 
icliools,  and  divine  fervice  is  pertormed  ia  both  languages. 

3  K  2  ^  NAZARETH. 
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KAZARETH. 

Nazareth  is  ten  miles  north  from  Bethlehem,  and  flxty-three  north 
from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  a  trafl  of  good  land,  containing  about  five 
thoufand  acres,  purchafcd  originally  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Whit- 
field in  1740,  and  fold  two  years  after  to  the  brethren.  Thetewn 
wa§  laid  out  almoft  in  the  center  of  this  tra6t  in  1772.  Two  flreets 
crofs  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  form  a  fquare  in  the  middle,  of 
three  hundred  and  forty,  by  two  hundred  feet.  The  largeil:  build- 
ing; is  a  flone  houfe,  ereded  in  1755,  named  Nazareth  hall,  ninety- 
eight  by  forty-fix  long,  and  fifty-four  in  height.  In  the  lowermofl 
ftory  is  a  fpacious  meeting  hall,  or  church  j  the  upper  part  of  the 
houfe  is  chipfly  fitted  for  a  boarding-fchool,  where  youth,  from  dif- 
ferent parts,  are  under  the  cafe  and  infpeftion  of  the  minifter  of  the 
place  and  feveral  tutors,  and  are  inftruded  in  the  Englifli,  German, 
Latin,  and  French  languages,;  in  hiflory,  geography,  book-keeping, 
mathematics,  mufic,  drawing,  and  other  fciences.  The  front  of 
the  houfe  faces  a  large  fquare  open  to  the  fouth,  adjoining  a  fine 
piece  of  meadow  ground,  and  commands  a  moft  beautiful  and  ex- 
tenfive  profpe(5V,  Another  elegant  building  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Na- 
zareth hall  is  inhabited  by  fingle  fillers,  who  have  the  fame  regula- 
tions and  way  of  living  as  thofe  in  Bethlehem.  Befides  their  prin- 
ci  a  mannfaftory  for  fpinning  and  twifling  cotton,  they  have  lately 
begim  to  draw  wax  tapers. 

,  At  the  fouth-wefi:  corner  of  the  aforefaid  fquare,  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  is  the  fingle  brethren's  houfe,  and  on  the  eafi:-fouth-eafi; 
corner  a  ftore.  On  the  fouthernmofl:  end  of  the  ftreet  is  a  good  ta- 
vern. The  houfes  are,  a  few  excepted,  built  of  lime  fione,  one  or 
two  ftories  high,  inhabited  by  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  mofily  of 
German  extradion.  The  inhabitants  are  fupplied  with  water  con- 
veyed to  them  by  pipes  from  a  finefpring  near  the  town.  The  place 
is  noted  for  having  an  exceedingly  pLeafant  fituation,  and  enjoying  a 
pure  and  falubrious  air.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and 
i^rms  belonging  to  it,  Schocneck  included,  conllituting  one  congre- 
gation, and  meeting  for  divine  fervice  on  Sundays  and  holidays  at 
Nazareth  hall,  vv^as,  in  the  year  1788,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
iince  which  time  they  are  confiderably  increafed. 

LITIZ. 

Litiz  is  in  Lancafler  county  and  Warwick  townfhip,  eight  miles 
from  Lancaller^  and  feventy  miles  wcfl  from  Philadelphia.   This  fet- 

tiement 
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tlement  was  begun  in  the  year  1757.  There  are  now,  belidcs  an 
elegant  church,  and  the  houfes  of  the  fingle  brethren  and  finglc 
fitters,  which  form  a  large  fquare,  a  number  of  houfes  for  private 
families,  with  aftore  and  tavern,  all  in  one  ftreet.  There  is  alfo  a 
good  farm  and  feveral  mill  works  belonging  to  the  place.  The 
number  of  inhabitants,  inchjding  thofe  that  belong  to  Litiz  congrega- 
tion, living  on  their  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounted  in  1787, 
to  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

The  three  laft-mentioned  towns  are  fettled  chiefly  by  Moravians, 
or  the  United  Brethren.. 

HARRISBURCH. 

Harrilburgh,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  ftiled  Lotiif- 
burgh,  is  the  principal  town  in  Dauphin  county,  is  a  very  flourifli- 
ing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  v/eft  by  north  from  Philadelphia. 
It  contained,  in  1789,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling  houfes,  a 
ftone  gaol,  and  a  German  church.  At  that  period  it  had  beeil 
fettled  but  about  three  years,  .  • 

WASHINGTON,  . 

Three  hundred  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyopd  the  Ohio, 
has  been  ettled  fmce  the  war,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  variety  of 
its  manufactures  for  fo  young  at!d  interior  a  town  ;  it  ha:s  thirty-two 
inanufadures  of  twenty- two  different  kinds. 

POPULATIok.    ; 

In  the  grand  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  m  1787,  the  inhabi- 
tants in  this  State  were  reckoned  at  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand. 
In  1790,  according  to  thecenfus  then  takei>,.  they  were  four  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  being  an 
increafe  of  feventy-four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  or 
twenty-four  thpufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one  per  ann.  Reck- 
oning only  on  the  fame  proportion  of  increafe,  the  prefent  number 
of  inhabitants  in  Pennfylvania  cannot  be  much  lefs  than  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand.  The  number  of  militia  in  this  State  is  eftimated  at 
about  one  hundred  thoufand,  between  eighteen  and  fifty-three  years 
of  age. 

The  following  table  (hews  the  proportionate  population  of  each 
county,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790. 

• 
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COUNTIES. 


Ciry  of  Philadelphia , 
Suburbs    


Total  oFcity  and  fuburbs 
Remainderof  Philadel- 1 
phia  county    ...  J 
Montgomery     .... 

Bucks     . 

Delaware 

Cheftcr 

Lancafter 

Berks     

Northampton     .... 

Luzerne 

Dauphin 

Northumberland  .    .'  . 

Mifilin    . 

Huntingdon   ..... 

Cumberland 

Bedford      ....... 

Frankiin     ...... 

York  .,♦.,.  .  ^.  . 
Wen-mcreland  .  .  *.  . 
Allec^any  ....... 

Wafhington 

Fayette . 


^  rt 
8  ^ 

(^ 


7739 
3621 


1 1360 

3126 

6008 
6575 

2536 
7488 

9713 
7714 
6008 
1236 

46^7 
4191 

I9S4 
1872 
4821 
2887 

4022 
9213 
4013 
2635 
5334 
3425 


£  . 


5270 
2974 


8244 


i3883'i42o 
6955  385 


20838 


2652   5682 


110788 


5383 

10984 

5947 

12037 

2113 

4495 

^59'; 

13166 

8070 

17471 

y^'i^ 

14648 

6410 

11676 

133 1 

^313 

4437 

8814 

4726 

8046 

1949 

355« 

2089 

3537 

4537 

8456 

3^'4i 

6316 

3860 

7170 

9(527 

17671 

4355 

74«3 

2745 

4761 

7170 

11087 

3416 

61541 

1805 
297 

440 

581 

289 

543 
545 
201 

^33 

'3 
57 

109 
42 
24 

206 
34 

273 

837 
39 

9 
12 

48 


210  28522 
63  13998 


[06948,20636316557 


*73 

114 

114 
261 

50 
H5 

34B 

65 
^3 
1 1 
212 
89 
59 

43 
223 

46 

330 
499 
128 

159 
26-. 
282 


3737 


42520 

1.871 

22929 

2540T 

9483 

»7937 
■36147 

30179 

24250 

4904 
18177 
1716 

7562 

75^-; 

18243 

I3I24 
15^55 

37747 
16018 
10309 
23866 

13325 
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RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  fituation  of  religion  and  religious  rights  and  liberty  in  Penn- 
fylvania  is  a  matter  that  deferves  the  attention  of  all  fober  and  well* 
difpofed  people,  who  may  have  thoughts  of  feeking  the  enjoyment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  America.  This  State  always  afforded 
an  afylum  to  the  perfecuted  fe6ts  of  Europe.  No  church  or  fo- 
ciety  ever  was  eftablifiied  here,  no  tithes  or  tenths  can  be  demanded ; 

4  and 
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and  though  fome  regulations  of  the  crown  of  England  excluded  two 
churches  from  a  ihare  in  the  government  of  the  province,  thefe  arc 
now  done  away  with  regard  to  every  religious  fociety  whatever.  A 
convention  of  fpecial  reprerentatives  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania 
have  had  under  confideration  ail  the  errors  that  had  inadvertently 
crept  into  their  conftitution  and  frame  of  government,  and,  in  the 
aft  they  have  pubhflied  for  the  examination  of  the  people,  they 
have  rejefted  the  detejlahle  half-'vjay  do6trine  of  Toleration,  and  have 
eftahlijhed,  upon  firm  and  perfectly  equal  ground,  </// denominations 
of  religious  men.  By  the  provilions  of  the  ntw  code,  a  Proteftant, 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Hebrew,  may  eleft  or  be  elefted  to  any 
office  in  the  State,  and  purfue  any  lawful  calling,  occupation,  or 
profeffion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  are  principally  the  defcendants 
of  the  Englifh,  Iriih  and  Germans,  with  fome^  Scotch,  Welch, 
Swedes  and  a  few  Dutch.  There  are  alfo  many  of  the  Irifli  and 
Germans  who  emigrated  when  young  or  middle-aged.  The  Friends 
and  Epifcopalians  are  chiefly  of  Englifti  extradtion,  and  compofe 
about  one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  principally  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Chefter,  Philadelphia, 
Bucks  and  Montgomery.  The  Irifli  are  moftly  Prefbyterians,  but 
fome  Catholics.  Their  anceflors  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland, 
which  was  originally  fettled  from  Scotland ;  hence  they  have  fome- 
times  been  called  Scotch  Irifli,  to  denote  their  double  defcent ;  but 
they  are  commonly  and  more  properly  called  Irifli,  or  the  defcend- 
ants of  people  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  inhabit  the  weftern 
and  frontier  counties,  and  are  numerous. 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania.  They  are  mofl  numerous  in  the  north  parts  of  the 
tity  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Montgomer}-, 
Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafter,  York,  and  Northampton,  moftly  in 
the  four  laft,  and  are  fpreading  in  other  parts.  They  confifl  of  Lu- 
therans (who  are  the  mod  numerous  fe£t)  Calvin ifts  or  Reformed 
Church,  Moravians,  Catholics,  Mennonifts,  Tunkers  (corruptly 
called  Dunkers)  and  Zwingfelters,  who  are  a  fpecies  of  Quakers. 
Thefe  are  all  diflinguiflied  for  their  temperance,  induftry,  and 
economy. 

The  Germans  have  ufually  fifteen  of  fixty-nine  members  in  the 
Aflembly ;  and  fome  of  them  have  arifen  to  the  firft  honours  in  the 
State,  and  now  fill  a  number  of  the  higher  offices ;  yet  the  body  of 

them 
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them  want  education.    A  literary  fpirit  has  however  of  late  been  in- 
creafing  among  them,  !  trf*  ."IT *' 

The  Baptifts,  except  the  Mennonift  and  Tunker  Baptifts,  wha 
are  Germans,  are  chiefly  the  defcendants  of  emigrants  from 
'  Wales,  and'are  not  numerous.  A  proportionate  aflemblage  of  the 
Bational  prejudices,  the  manners,  cuftoms,  religions,  and  political 
fentiments  of  all  thefe,  will  form  the  Pennfylvanian  charafter.  As 
the  leading'traits  in  this  character,  thus  conftituted,  we  may  venture 
to  mention  induftry,  frugality,  bordering  in  fome  inftances  on  parfi- 
mony,  enterprize,  a  tafte  and  ability  for  improvements  in  mechanics, 
in  manufeftures,  in  agriculture,  in  public  buildings  and  inftitutions, 
in  commerce,  and  in  the  liberal  fciences ;  temperance,  plainnefs, 
and  limplicity  in  drefs  and  manners;  pride  and  humility  in  their  ex- 
tremes;  inoffenfivenefs  and  intrigue  ;  and  in  regard  to  religion,  va- 
riety and  HARMONY.  Such  appear  to  be  the  diflinguilhing  traits 
ia  the  colledive  Pennfylvanian  charader. 

LITERARY,    HUMANE,    AND  OTHER  USEFUL 
SOCIETIES. 

Thefe  are  more  numerous  and  flourifliing  in  Pennfylvaaia,  than  ia 
any  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  the  principal  of  thefe  im- 
proving inftitutions,  the  times  when  they  were  eftabliflied,  and  the  fum- 
mary  of  the  benevolent  deiigns  they  were  intended  to  accompliih, 
will  be  mentioned  in  their  order.     .' 

I,  The  American  Philofophicai  Society,  held  at  Philadelphia,  for 
promoting  ufeful  knowledge.  This  fociety  was  formed  January  2d, 
1769,  by  the  union  of  two  other  literary  focieties  that  had  fubfifted  for 
fome  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  created  one  body  corporate  and 
politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  are  necef-i 
fary  for  anfwering  the  valuable  purpofes  which  the  fociety  had  origi- 
pally  in  view,  by  a  charter  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
iylvania,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1780.  This  fociety  have  already 
publifhed  three  very  valuable  volumes  of  their  tranfadtions ;  one  in 
1771,   one  in  1786,  and  the  other  in  1793. 

In  1 77 1,  this  fociety  conlifted  of  nearly  three  hundred  mem- 
bers ;  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  fince  been 
added ;  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  perfons  of  the  firjft  dillinc- 
tion  in  Europe» 

Their 
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Their  charter  allows  them  to  hold  lands,  gifts,  &c.  to  the  amount 
tef  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ten  thoufatid  bulhels  of  wheat.  The 
number  of  members  is  not  limited. 

2.  The  Society  for  promoting  Political  Inquiries,  confifling  of 
iBfty  members,  inftituted  in  February,  1787. 

3.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  inftituted  in  1787,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  medical,  anatomical,  and  chemical  knowlege,  incorpo- 
rated by  a6l  of  Aflembly,  March,  1789. 

4.  The  Pennfylvania  Hofpital,  a  humane  inftitution,  which  was 
"firft  meditated  in  17^0,  and  carried  into  efte£t  by  means  of  a  liberal 
fubfcription  of  about  3000I,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Aflembly, 

^  who,  in  1751,  granted  as  much  more  for  the  purpofe.  The  prefent 
building  was  begun  in  1754,  and  iinilhed  in  1756.  This  hofpital 
is  under  the  dire6tion  of  twelve  managers,  chofen  annually,  and  is 
Vifited  every  year  by  a  committee  of  the  Aflembly.  The  accounts 
t)f  the  managers  are  fubmitted  to  the  infpe5lion  of  the  legiflature. 
Six  phyficians  attend  gratis,  and  generally  prefcribe  twice  or  three 
times  in  a  week,  in  their  turns.  This  hofpital  is  the  general  receptacle 
'of  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  thofe  aff^s£ted  with  other  diforders, 
and  are  unable  to  fupport  themfelves.  Here  they  are  humanely 
treated  and  well  provided  for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Difpenfary,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  poor. 
This  benevolent  inttitution  was  efl:abliflied  on  the   12th  of  April, 

1786,  and  16  fupported  by  annual  fubfcriptions  of  thirty-five  fliillings 
each  perfon.  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hundred  patients  were  admitted 
within  fixteen  months  after  the  firfl  opening  of  the  difpenfary.  It 
is  under  the  direction  of  twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  of 
ivhom  attend  gratis^  This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  of 
Something  like  the  mechanical  powers  to  the  purpofes  of  humanity. 
The  greateft  quantity  of  good  is  produced  this  way  with  the  lead 
money.  Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defrays  all  the  expenfes  of  the 
inftitution.  The  poor  are  taken  care  of  in  their  own  houfes,  and 
provide  every  thing  for  themfelves,  except  medicines,  cordials, 
drinks,  &c. 

6.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolitio4  of 
llaveiy,  and  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage. 
This  fociety  was  begun  in  1774,  and  enlarged  on  the  23d  of  April, 

1787.  The  officers  of  the  fociety  confifl:  of  a  prefident,  two  vice- 
prefidents,  two  fecretaries,  a  treafurer,  four  counfellors,  an  ele6ting 
committee  of  twelve,  and  an  ading  committee  of  fix  members ;  all 
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of  whom,  except  the  laft,  are  to  be  choien  annually  by  ballot  on'tli# 
firft  Monday  in  January.  The  fociety  meet  quarterly,  and  eac!! 
member  contributes  ten  fliiilings  annually,-  in  quarterly  payments^ 
towards  defraying  its  contingent  expenfes. 

The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  favoured  the  humane  defignsrof 
fhis  fociety,  by."  Art  A61:  for  the  gradual  Abolition  of  Slavery ,^^ 
pafled  on  the  frft  of  March,  1780;  wherein,  among  other  things^ 
it  is  ordained,  that  no  perfon  born  within  the  State,  after  the  paffin* 
of  the  a6t,  fliall  be  conMered  as  a  fervant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual 
llavery  is  by  this  ad  for  ever  aboliflied.  The  ad  provides,  that 
thofe  who  would,  in  cafe  this  a6l  had  not  been  made,  have  beeii 
born  fervants  or  (laves,  fliall  be  deemed  fuch,  till  they  fliall  attain 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  but  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  re- 
fpe6ls  as  fervants  bound  by  indenture  for  four  years. 

7.  The  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  heathens,  inftituted  in  1787,  to  be  held  flatedly  at  Beth- 
lehem. An  ad,  incorporating  this  fociety,  and  invefting  it  with  ail 
neceflary  powers  and  privileges  for  acconiplifliing  its  pious  defigns, 
was  pafled  by  the  legiflature  of  the  State  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1788.  They  can  hold  lands,  houfes,  &:c.  to  the  annual  amount  of 
two  thoufand  pounds. 

Thefe  pious  Brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians,  began  a  mif- 
lion  among  the  Mahikan,  Wampano,  Delaware,  Shawanoe^  Naft- 
tikok  and  other  Indians,  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  were  fo  fuccefs* 
ful,  as  to  have  baptized  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  on  a  profelfion 
of  Chriflianity.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  have  died  in  the  Chrifl:ian  faith  ; 
about  three  hundred  live  with  the  milFionaries  near  lake  Erie,  and 
the  reft  are  either  dead  or  apoftates  in  the  wildernefs. 

8^  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
fadures  and  ufeful  arts,  inftituted  in  1787,  open  for  the  receptioiir 
of  every  citizen  in  the  United  States  which  will  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments of  a  member  of  t4ie  fa/ne.  The  fociety  is  under  the  diredioa 
of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prefidents  and  twelve  managers,  befides 
fubordinate  officers.  Each  member,  on  his  admiflion,  pays  ten  fliil'- 
lings  at  leaft  into  the  general  fund ;  and  the  fame  fum  annually,  till 
fie  fliall  ceafe  to  be  a  member.  . 

Befides  thefe,  a  very  refpedable  infurance  comJ)any  has  lately  been 

eflabliftied  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 

doilaris,  who  have  commenced  bufin^fs  to  advantage. — There  is  alfo 

a  Society  for  alleviating  the  Mifsrieg  of  Prifons  j  and  a  Humane 

i  Society, 
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•Society,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  drowned 
perfons,  inflituted  in  1770,  under  the  diredion  of  thirteen  ma- 
nagers.— And  a  Society  for  the  aid  and  proteftion  of  Irifli  emi- 
grants. 

Alfo,  an  Agricultural  Society  ;  a  Society  for  German  emigrants  ; 
a  Marine  Society,  confifting  of  captains  of  vefTels ;  a  Charitable 
Society  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of  Prelbyteriaa 
clergymen  ;  and  S.t.  George's,  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  Hiberniaa 
Charitable  Societies.  Moll  of  thefe  focieties  are  in  the  city  of  Phir 
ladelphia, 

COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES,  AND  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  enterpriling  and  literary  fpirit  of  the  Pennfylvanians,  we 
ihould  naturally  conclude,  what  is  faft,  that  thefe  are  numerous. 

In  Philadelphia  is  the  univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  founded  and 
endowed  by  the  legillature  during  the  war.  ProfeiTorfliips  are  efta- 
blifl^ed  in  all  tiie  liDeral  arts  and  fciences,  and  a  complete  courfe  of 
education  may  be  purfued  here  from  the  firft  rudiments  of  literature 
to  the  higheii;  br  nches  of  icience. 

The  college  and  ac  .demy  of  Philadelphia  was  founded  by  charter 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  and  endowed  by  fubfcrlptions 
of  liberal-minded  perfons.  Though  this  inflitution  was  interrupted 
in  its  pr^grels  for  feveral  years  during  the  late  war,  yet  being  re- 
cftablinied  fmce  the  peace,  it  has  rapidly  recovered  its  former  ftate  of 
profperity,,  ,and  to  the  bench  of  profefTors  has  lately  been  added  one 
of  common  and  federal  law,  which  .-enders  it  in  reality,  though  not 
in  name,  an  univerfity.  An  a6t  to  unite  thefe  two  inflitutions  has 
paffed  the  legiilature.  By  their  union  tjjey  will  conftitute  one  of  the 
inofl  refpe^table  feminaries  of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

Dickmfon  College,  at  Carlifle,  an  hundred  and  twenty  mile* 
weftward  of  Philadelphia,  was  founded  in  1783,  and  has  a  principal^ 
three  profeflbrs,  a  philofophical  apparatus,  a  library  confifting  of 
nearly  three  thoufand  volumes,  four  thoufand  pounds  in  funded  cer- 
tificates, and  teii  thoufand  acre?  of  land ;  the  laft,  the  donation  of 
the  "State.  In  1787,  th.ere  Wf^re  eighty  ftudents  belonging  to  thjs 
college  :  this  number  is  annually  increafing.  It  was  named  after  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinfon,  author  of  the  Pennfylvania  Farmer's 
Letters,  and  formerly  prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
<^f  this  State. 

3  L  a  la 
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In  1787,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancafter,  fixty-lix  miles  frona^ 
Philadelphia,  and  honoured  with  the  name  of  Frankhn  college,  after, 
his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is  for  the  Germans,  in 
which  they  may  educate  their  youth  in  their  own  language,  and  in 
conformity  to  their  own  habits.  The  Englifh  language,  however, 
is  taught  in  it.  Its  endowments  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
Dickinfon  college.  Its  truftees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Prefbyterians, 
and  Calvinifts,  of  each  an  equal  number.  The  principal  is  a  Lu- 
theran, and  the  vice-principal  is  a  Calvinill. 

The  Epifcopalians  have  an  academy  at  York  town,  in  York 
county.  There  are  alfo  academies  at  German  town,  at  Pittfburg, 
at  Wafhington,  at  Allen's  town,  and  other  places ;  thefe  are  endowed 
by  donations  from  the  legiflature,  and  by  liberal  contributions  of 
individuals. 

The  fchools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and  Naza^ 
reth,  under  the  direction  of  the  people  called  Moravians,  are 
\3p0n  the  beft  eftablifhment  of  any  fchools  in  America.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  private  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  and 
to  promote  the  education  of  poor  children,  the  State  have  appropri- 
ated a  large  traft  of  land  for  the  eftablifliment  of  free  fchools.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  labouring  people  among  the  Germans  ^nd^ 
Irifli  are,  however,  extremely  ignorant, 

NEW    INVENTIONS. 

Thefe  have  been  numerous  and  ufeful;  Among  others  are  the 
following : — a  new  model  of  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Mr.  Ritten- 
houfe,  commonly,  but  improperly,  called  an  orrery  ;  a  quadrant,  by 
Mr.  Godfrey,  called  by  the  plagiary  name  of  Hadley's  quadrant ;  a 
lleam  boat,  fo  conftruded,  as  that,  by  the  affiftance  of  fleam,  ope- 
rating on  certain  machinery  within  the  boat,  it  moves  with  confidera- 
ble  rapidity  againft  the  ftream  without  the  aid  of  hands.  MelT.  Fitch 
and  Rumfay  contend  with  each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  inven- 
tion. Befides,  thefe,  there  have  been  invented  many  manufadturing 
machin:is  for  carding,  fpinning,  winnowing,  &c.  which  perform  an 
immenfe  deal  of  work  with  very  little  manual  affiflance, 
■  .  ^      ,.  .•  -r- VJ^  ,.'-    .t.  i.  .■  .^^'     , 
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CONSTITUTION. 

irhe  Cvnfiituiion  of  the  Commontvealth  of  F cnnfylvania ,  as  ratified  in 
Cv?ivention  the  2d  day  of  Septembery   1790. 

WE,  the  people  of  the  Commonwiealth  of  Pennfylvania,  ordaiil 
and  eftablifli  this  coriftitiition  for  its  government. 

Article  I.  The  legiflative  power  of  this  commonwealth  fhall  be 
vefted  in  a  general  Affembiy,  which  fhal  conlift  of  a  fenate  and  houfe 
of  reprefentatives. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  ftiall  be  chofen  annually  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Fhiiadclphia>  and  of  each  county  refpe6tively,  on  the 
fecond  Tuefday  of  0<5toberi 

III.  No  perfon  (hall  be  a  reprefentative  who  iliall  not  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  yearsj  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  in- 
habitant of  the  State  three  years  next  preceding  his  ele6tion,  and  the 
laft  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county  in  which  he 
fliiil  be  chofen  ;  unlefs  he  Ihall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufi- 
hefs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  States  No  perfon  reliding 
within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  which  (hall  be  entitled  to  a  fepa- 
rate  reprefentation,  (liall  be  eleded  a  member  for  any  county ;  nor 
fliall  any  perfon,  re(iding  without  the  limits  of  any  fuch  city,  town 
or  borough,  be  ele6led  a  member  therefor, 

IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  Af- 
fcnfibly,  and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of  feven  years,  an  enu- 
meration of  the  taxable  inhabitants  (liall  be  made,  in  fuch  manner  as 
(ball  be  dirafted  by  law.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  (liall,  at 
the  feveral  periods  of  Awaking  fuch  enumeration,  be  (ixed  by  the  legif- 
lature,  and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  the  fe» 
veral  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in 
each  }  and  (liall  never  be  lefs  than  iixty,  nor  greater  than  one  hun* 
dred.  Each  county  (liall  have^  at  leaft,  one  reprefentative  j  but  no 
county,  hereafter  erected,  (liall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  reprefenta- 
tion, until  a  fufticient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  (hall  be  con- 
tained within  it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  reprefentative^  agreeable  to 
the  ratio  which  (liall  then  be  eftabliflied. 

V»  The  fenators  (liall  be  chofen  for  four  years  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia^  and  of  the  feveral  counties,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  places,  where  they  (liall  vote  for  re- 
prefentatives. 

VI.  The  number  of  fenators  (liallj  at  the  feveral  periods  of 
making  the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legifla- 

VoL.  II.  *  3  L  ture, 
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tiife,  and  apportioned  among  the  diftri^ts  formed  as  herein  after  di- 
rci^ed,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  ;  and 
fliall  never  be  Icfs  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater  than  one-third,  of 
the  number  of  rcprefcntatives. 

Vir.  The  fenators  fliall  be  chofen  in  diftridis  to  be  formed  by 
the  Icgiflature :  each  diflrid  containing  fuch  a  number  of  taxable 
inhabitants  as  {hall  be  entitled  to  eleft  not  more  than  four  fenators. 
When  a  diflri6t  (hall  be  compofed  of  two  or  more  counties,  they 
fhall  be  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  any  county, 
lliall  be  divided  in  forming  a  diftrift.  '      '-/iro^ 

VIII.  No  perfon  fhall  be  a  fenntor,  who  fhall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  the  State  four  years  next  before  his  ele<5lion,  and  the  lafl  year 
thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  diflrift  for  which  he  fliall  be  chofen  ; 
unlefs  he  fhall  have  been  abfent  on  public  bufinefs  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State. 

IX.  Immediately  after  the  fenators  fhall  be  alTemblcd,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  firfl  election,  fubfequent  to  the  firft  enumeration,  they 
fhall  be  divided  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  clalTes.  The 
feats  of  the  fenators  of  the  iirft  clafs,  fhall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  firft  year ;  of  the  fecond  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
fecond  year ;  of  the  third  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year ; 
and  of  the  fourth  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year ;  fo  that 
one- fourth  may  be  chofen  every  year. 

X.  The  general  AfTembly  fliall  meet  on  the  firfl  Tuefday  of  De- 
cember in  every  year,  unlefs  fooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

XL  Each  houfe  fhall  chufe  its  fpeaker  and  other  officers  j  and  the 
fenate  fliall  alfo  chufe  a  fpeaker,  pro  tempore^  when  the  fpeaker  fhall 
cxercife  the  office  of  governor.  < 

XII.  Each  houfe  fhall  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members, 
Contefled  ele<5lions  fliall  be  determined  by  a  committee  to  befeledted, 
formed,  and  regulated  in  ^uch  manner  as  fliall  be  directed  by  law, 
A  majority  of  each  houfe  fliall  conflitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  ; 
but  a  fmaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be 
authorifed,  by  law,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  members,  in 
fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  may  be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings ; 
punifli  its  members  for  diforderly  behaviour ;  and,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member;  but  not  a  fecond  time  for 
the  fame  caufe  ;  and  fliall  have  all  other  powers  neceffary  for  a  branch 
of  the  legiflaturc  of  a  fre^  State*  . ;    n  •    >     ^^ 
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XIV.  Each  houfe  lliall  keep  a  jouraal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lifh  them  weekly,  except  fuch  parts  as  may  require  fecrecy.  And 
tlie  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  on  any  queftion,  fliall,  at  thp 
deiire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  each  houfe,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole, 
fliall  be  open,  unlefs  when  the  bufincfs  fliall  be  fych  as  ought  to  be 
kept  fee  ret. 

XVI.  Neither  houfe  fliall,  without  tUe  confentof  the  other,  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
which  the  two  houfes  fljall  be  fitting. 

XVIJ.  The  fenators  and  reprelentatives  fliall  receive  a  con^ptnfa- 
tion  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treafury  of  the  commomvealth.  They  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except 
treafon,  felony,  and  breach  or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arreil  during  their  attendance  at  the  feflion  of  the  refpedtiye 
houfes,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame.  And  for  any 
fpeech  or  debate  p  either  lioufe  they  fliaU  not  be  queilioned  iii  any 
Q^her  place. 

XVIII.  No  fenator  or  reprefentative  fliail,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  fliall  have  been  elefted,  be  appoijited  to  any  civil  office 
under  this  commonwealth,  which  flial!  haye  beep  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  fliall  have  been  increafed,  during  fuch  time  ; 
and  no- member  of  Congrefs,  or  other  perfon  holding  any*office, 
except  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia,  under  the  United 
States  or  this  commonwealth,  fliall  be  a  rnemb.er  of  either  hpufe, 
during  his  continuance  in  Congrefs  or  iq  ofiicp. 

XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  houfe,  th^  fpeak^r  fliall; 
ilTue  writs  of  pledtion  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

XX.  All  bills  for  railing  revenue  fliall  originate  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  ;  \)]it  the  fenate  jfnzy  propofe  anieBdments  as  in  other, 
bills. 

XXI.  No  money  fliall  be  drawn  from  the  treafury,  but  in  conf?*" 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.        ,  .,  . 

XXII.  Every  tjill,  which  fliall  have  pafl'ed  both  houfes,  fliall  be 
prefente4  to  phe  governQr.  If  he  approve  he  fliaU  figa.it;  but  if 
he  fliall  not  approve  he  fliall  return  it,  with  his  objedions,  to  the 
houfe  in  which  it  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  objec- 
tions at  large  upon  their  journals,  an4  proceed  to  re-cpnfider  it.  If, 
after  fuch  re-con fideration,  two-thirds  of  that  houfe  fliall  agree  to 
pafs  the  bill,  it  fliall  be  fent,  with  the  obje£tions,  to  the  other  houfe, 
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by  which  likewife  it  fliall  be  re-confidered  j  and  if  approved  by  twa« 
thirds  of  that  houfe,  it  fliall  be  a  law.  But  in  fuch  cafes,  the  votes 
of  both  houfes  fliall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  namesi 
of  the  perfons  voting  for  or  againft  the  bill  fliall  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  each  houfe  refpeftively,  If  any  bill  fliall  not  be  re- 
turned by  the  governor  within  ten  days,  Sundays  excepted,  after  it 
fliall  have  been  prefented  tq  him,  it  fliall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  general  Aflembly,  by  their  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  its  return  j  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  be  a  law,  unlefs  fent 
back  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

XXIII.  Every  order,  refolutio^  or  vote,  to  which  the  coiicurrenc^i 
of  both  houfes  may  bp  neceflary,  except  on  a  queflion  of  adjourn- 
ment, fliall  be  prefented  to  the  governor ;  and,  before  it  fliall  take 
pfFed,  be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  being  difapproved,  flialj  be  re-pafled 
by  two-thirds  of  both  houfes,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitation^ 
prefcribed  in  cafe  of  a  bill. 

ARTICLE    IL 

I.  The  fupreme  executive  power  of  this  commonwealth  ihall  be 
yefled  in  a  governor. 

II.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  on  the  fccond  Tuefday  of  O^to* 
ber  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they 
fliall  refpe£tively  vote  for  reprefentativcs.  The  returns  of  every 
pledion  for  governor  fliall  be  fealed  up,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  feat 
of  government,  directed  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  who  fliall  open 
and  publifli  them  in  the  prefence  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
the  legiflature.  The  perfon  having  the  higheft  number  of  votes 
ihall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  more  fliall  be  equal  and  higheft  in 
votes,  one  of  them  fliall  be  chofen  governor,  by  the  joint  vote  of 
the  members  of  both  houfe^.  Gontefted  ele6tions  fliall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  comniittee,  to  be  feleded  from  both  houfes  of  the  le- 
giflature, formed  and  regulated  in  fuch  manner  $s  fliall  be  dire6te4 
by  law. 

III.  The  governor  fliall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from  the 
third  Tuefday  of  December  next  cnfuing  his  ele6tion  ;  and  fliail  not 
be  capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  nine  in  any  term  of  twelve 
years. 

IV.  He  fliall  be  at  leaft  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  citizen 
and  inhabitant  of  this  State  fey^n  years  next  before  his  ele^ion  ;  un- 
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iefs  he  (hall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufinefs  of  th^  United 
States,  or  of  this  State. 

V.  No  member  of  Congrefc,  or  pciTon  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States,  or  this  State,  (hall  e^^ercile  the  office  of  governor. 

VI.  The  governor  {hall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  his  fervices  a 
pompenfation,  which  fliall  be  neither  increafed  nor  diminiihed  during 
the  period  for  which  he  lliall  have  been  elected. 

VII.  Hp  fliali  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  militi;i ;  except  when  they  fliall  be 
called  into  the  adual  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

VIII.  He  fhall  appoint  all  officers,  whofe  offices  are  eftablifhed  by 
this  conftitution,  or  fliall  be  eftabliihed  by  law,  and  whofe  appoints 
ments  are  not  herein  otherwife  provided  for ;  but  no  perfon  fliall  ba 
appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  flinll  not  have  been  ^ 
citizen  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before  his  appointment, 
if  the  county  fliall  have  been  fo  long  ere6led  ;  but  if  it  fliall  not  have 
been  fo  long  ereded,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  fliall  have  been  taken.  No  member  of 
Congrefs  from  this  State,  nor  any  perfon  hcMing  or  excrciiing  any 
pffice  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  fliall,  at  the  fame 
time,  hold  or  exercife  the  office  of  judge,  fecretary,  treafurer,  pro- 
thonotary,  regiftpr  of  wills,  recprder  of  deeds,  flieriff,  or  any  office 
in  this  State,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed,  or  any  other  office 
which  future  l.egiflatures  fliall  declare  incompatible  with  offices  or 
appointments  under  the  United  States. 

IX.  He  fliall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment, 

X.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  departnient,  upon  any  fubje£l  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  refpe6tive  offices. 

XL  He  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  Aflembly  in- 
formation  of  the  ftate  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to 
their  conflderation  fuch  meafures  as  he  fliall  judge  expedient. 

XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  convene  the  general 
Aflicmbly  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  the  two  houles  with 
refpe6l  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  fuch  time  as  he 
jBiall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

XIII.  He  fliall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  cafe  of  the  death  or  refignation  of  the  governor,  or  of 
^s  rempyal  ffom  office,  the  Ipe^ker  of  the  fenate  fliall  exercife  the 

office 
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office  of  governor,  until  another  governor  fhall  be  duly  qualified* 
And  if  the  trial  of  a  conteftcd  eleftion  fliall  continue  longer  than 
until  the  third  Tucfday  in  December  next  enfuing  the  election  of  si 
governor,  the  governor  of  the  lafl  year,  or  the  fpeaker  of  the  fe- 
nate,  who  may  be  irj  the  exercile  of  the  executive  authority,  fliall 
continue  therein  until  the  determination  of  fuch  contefted  election, 
and  until  a  governor  fliall  be  qualified  as  aforefaid. 

XV,  A  fecretary  fliall  be  appointed  and  commifTioncd  during  the 
governor's  continuance  in  ofhce,  if  he  fliall  fo  long  behave  himfelf 
well.  He  fliall  keep  a  fair  regifter  of  all  the  official  a6ts  and  pro-» 
ceedings  of  the  governor,  and  fliall,  when  required,  lay  the  fame, 
and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either 
branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  fliall  perform  fuch  other  duties  as  fliaU 
be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE    III. 

I.  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty* 
one  years,  having  refided  in  the  State  two  years  next  before  the^ 
eleif^ion,  and  within  that  time  paid  a  State  or  county  tax,  which 
fliall  have  been  affefled  at  leail  fix  months  before  the  election,  fliail 
enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector;  provided,  that  the  fons  of  perfons 
qualified  as  aforefaid,  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  fliall  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  fliall  not  have 
paid  taxes. 

II.  All  ele6lions  fliall  be  by  ballot,  except  thofe  by  perfons  in 
tlieir  reprefentative  capacities,  who  fliall  vote  'viva  voce, 

III.  Eledors  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach 
or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrefl:  during  their  attendr 
ance  at  elc<5tions,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them, 

ARTICLE    IV. 

I.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  fliall  have  the  fole  power  of  \m-, 
peaching. 

II.  All  impeachments  (hall  be  tried  by  the  fenate.  When  fitting 
for  that  purpofe,  the  fenators  fliall  be  upon  oath  or  aftirniation.  No 
perfon  fhall  be  conyi£le4  without  the  concurrence  of  tworthirds  of 
the  members  prefent.  „    ^ , 

III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers,  unaer  this  com- 
monwealth, fhall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  mifdemeanor  in 
office :  but  judgment,  in  fuch  cafes,  fiiail  not  extend  farther  than 
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to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  ho- 
nour, triift  or  profit,  under  this  commonwealth.  The  party,  whether 
convi(fted  or  acquitted,  Ihall  neverthelefs  be  liable  to  indidment,  trial, 
judgment  and  punifliment  according  to  law. 

ARTICLE    V. 

i.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  (hall  be  vefled  iri  a 
fupreme  court,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  de- 
livery, in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans*  court,  regifters*  courts, 
ind  a  court  of  quarter  feffions  of  the  peace  for  each  county,  in  juf- 
tices  oF  the  peace,  and  fuch  other  courts  as  the  legiflature  may,  from 
time  to  time,  eftablifli. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  of  the  feveral  court$ 
of  common  pleas,  fliall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour  ; 
but  for  any  reafonable  caufe,  which  fliall  not  be  fufficient  ground  of 
impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  ad- 
drels  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legiflature.  The  judges 
of  the  fnpreme  court,  and  the  prefidents  of  the  feveral  courts  of 
common  pleas,  fiiall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  their  fervices  aii 
adequate  compenfation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  fliall  not  be  di* 
niiniflied  during  their  continuance  in  office  ;  but  they  fliall  receive  no 
fees  or  perquifites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under 
tills  commonwealth. 

III.  The  jurifdi^flion  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall  extend  over  the 
State  ;  and  the  judges  thereof  fliall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be 
j  unices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  feveral 
counties. 

IV".  Until  it  fliall  be  othcrwife  dire^led  by  law,  the  feveral  courts 
of  common  pleas  fliall  be  eflabliflied  in  the  following  manner:  The 
governor  fliall  appoint,  in  each  county,  not  fewer  than  three,  nor 
more  than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in  office, 
ihall  refide  in  fuch  county.  The  State  fliall  be  divided  by  law  into 
circuits,  none  of  which  fliall  include  more  than  fix,  nor  fewer  than 
three  counties.  A  prefident  fliall  be  appointed  of  the  courts  in  each 
circuit,  who,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  fliall  refide  therein. 
The  prefident  and  j  udges,  any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum, 
fliall  compofe  the  refpedive  courts  of  common  pleas. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county, 
fiia!!,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  jufiices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders  therein; 

any 
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any  two  of  the  faid  judges,  the  prefident  being  one,  fliall  be  a  qtid- 
rum ;  but  they  fliall  not  hold  a  court  of  oy^ir  and  terminer  or  jail 
delivery  in  any  County,  when  the  judged  of  the  fuprettie  court,  or 
any  of  therti,  fliall  be  fitting  in  the  fame  county.  The  parry  accufed^' 
as  well  as  the  commonwealth,  may,  under  fiich  regulations  as  fliall 
be  prefcribed  by  law,  reitiove  the  indi(^ment  and  proceedings^  or  a 
tranlcript  tiierebf,  into  the  fupreme  court. 

VI.  The  fupreme  court  and  the  feveral  courts  of  coitimoh  plea* 
fiiall,  befide  the  powers  heretofore  ufually  exereifed  by  them,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  perpe- 
tuating teftimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  hot  within 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eflMes  of  thofe  vvhb  arc 
fton  compotes  mentis  j  and  the  legiflature  fliall  veil  in  the  faid  courts 
fuch  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  fliall  be  found  ne- 
cefl!ary ;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminifti  thofe 
powers,  or  veft  them  in  fuch  other  courts,  as  they  fliall  judge  proper^ 
for  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county, 
any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum,  fliall  compofe  the  court  of 
quarter  feflions  of  the  peace  and  orphans*  court  thereof  j  and  the 
regifter  of  wills,  together  with  the  faid  judges,  or  any  two  of  them, 
fliall  compofe  the  regifter's  court  of  each  county, 

VIII.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  fliall,  withia 
their  refpe(5tive  counties,  have  the  like  powers  with  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  to  iflije  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  to  caufe  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them, 
and  the  like  right  and  juflice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  prefidcnt  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  fuch  cir- 
cuit, and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  their  re-  . 
{pe£live  counties,  fliall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  fo  far  as  relates  to 
criminal  matters. 

X.  The  governor  fliall  ajjpoint  a  competent  number  of  juftices  of 
the  peace,  in  fuch  convenient  diftrifts  in  each  county,  as  are  or  fliall 
be  d"ueCted  by  law  ;  they  fliall  be  coramiffioned  during  good  beha- 
viour, but  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  mift)ehaviour  ia  office^ 
or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  the. 
legiflature. 

^I.  A  regifter's  office  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters 
of  adiiiiniftration,  and  m  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  fliall  be  „■ 


kept  in  each  countyr 
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Xn.  The  ftylc  of  all  proccffes  Ihall  be,  The  commonwealth  of 
!l*ennfylvania  j  all  profecutions  lliall  be  carried  on,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  cOn- 
•Itide,  againfi  the  peace  and  dignify  of  the  f ami* 

ARTICLE    VI. 

I.  SheriiFs  and  coroners  fhall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  ele(^ioti 
<5f  I'eprefentativcs,  be  chofen  by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  Two 
pcrfofts  iliail  be  chofen  for  each  Office,  one  of  whom,  for  eadh  ref*- 
pefliVef^,  fliaill  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They  fliall  hold  their 
offices  for  three  years,  if  they  fhall  fo  long  behave  themfelves  well, 
and  until  a  fuccelTor  be  duly  qualified  ;  but  no  perfon  (hall  be  twice 
chofen  or  appointed  llieriff  in  any  term  of  fix  years.  Vacancies  ia 
either  of  the  faid  offices  'ftiall  be  filled  by  a  new  appointment  to  b» 
made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  until  the  next  general  eleftioa^ 
and  until  a  fuccefTor  fliall  be  chofen  and  qualified  as  aforefaid. 

H.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be  armed  and  difci- 
plined  for  its  "defence.  Thofe  who  confcientiouHy  fcruple  to  beaC 
arms,  faall  not  be  compelled  to  do  fo,  but  fliall  pay  an  equivalent 
for  perfonal  fervice.  The  militia  officers  fhall  be  appointed  in  fuch 
manner  and  for  fuch  time  as  fliall  be  directed  by  law. 

III.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  courts,  re- 
corders of  deeds,  regiflers  of  wills,  and  fherilfb-,  fliall  keep  their  of- 
fices in  the  county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they  refpeftively 
fliall  be  officers,  unlefs  when  the  governor  fhall,  for  fpecial  rcafyns, 
difpenfe  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  after  the 
county  fliall  have  been  ereded. 

IV.  All  oommilfions  fliall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  be  fealed  with  the  ftat« 
feal,  and  figned  by  the  governor. 

V.  Thb  ftate  treafurer  fliall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  joint 
vote  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  j  all  other  officers  in  the  treafury 
department,  attornics  at  law,  election  officers,  officers  relating  to 
taxes,  to  the  poor  and  highways,  conftables,  and  other  townfliip 
officers,  fliall  be  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  is  or  fliall  be  directed 
by  law. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

I.  The  legiflature  fliall,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  provide 
by  law  for  the  eftablifliment  of  fchools  throughout  the  State,  in  fuch 
manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  grat'^i. 

Vol.  II.  ♦  3  M  ^  -       IJ.  Th^ 
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II.  The  arts  and  fciences  fliall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more  femU 
narieji  of  learning, 

III.  The  lights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  eflates  of  religioin 
focieties  and  corporate  bodies,  fiiail  remain  as  if  the  conftitutionof  thi* 
State  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

c^ofMiob:  ARTICLE    VIII. 

Members  of  the  general  AlTembly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,  fliall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  fupport  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  ^\^tie»,|(>f  |^^  re?\ 
fpedive  offices  with  fidelity.  -r-  •  ,         » 

ARTICLE    IX. 
That  the  general,  great,  and  elTential  principles  of  liberty 
and  free  government  may  be  recognifed  and  unalterably 
'^  1^  eftabliflied,  We  declare, 

I.  ip^Hat  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have 
certajn  inherent  and  indefeafible  rights,  ^mong  which  are  thbfe  of. 
enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  pofleffing,  and 
prote6lin|r  property  and  reputation,  and  of  purfuing  their  own  h^p- 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people;  and  aU  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  rnftituted  for  their  peace,. 
iai£ty  j^nd  happinefs.  For  t|ie  advancement  of  thofe  ends,  they  haiife,.;. 
at  all 'times,,  an  unalienable  and  indefeafible  right  to  alter,  reform^, 
or  abolifli  their  government,  in  fuch  manner  a?  they  may  think-, 
propeK  *n» 

III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeafible  right,  to  worlhip.^^ 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  di(5lates  of  their  own  confciencesj  , 
that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  ere6t,  or  fupport 
a nj  place  of  worfliip,  or  to  ip^j^tain  any  miniftry,  againft  his  coii- 
fent ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  control 
or  interfere  vyith.  the  rights  of  confci'ence  j  and  that  no  preference 
iball  ev£r  be  given,  by  lavv^^^to  any  religious  ellablifliments  or  modes 
or  worfliip. 

'  iV.  That  no  perfon,  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God,  and 
a  future  ftate  of  rewards^and  pun.ifli.ments,  fliall,  on  account  of  his 
religious  fentiments,  be  difqualified   to  hold  any  office  or  place  of 
truft  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 
V.  Tliat  elections  fliall  be  free  and  equal. 

VLThat 
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VI.  That  trial  by  jury  fliall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right  thereof 
remain  inviolate. 

^  VII.  That  the  printing  prefles  Ihali  be  free  to  every  perfon,  who 
Undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature  or  any 
branch  of  government ;  and  no  law  fliall  ever  be  made  to  reftrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions 
is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man  ;  and  every  citizen  may  freely 
^ealc,' Write,  and  print  on  any  fubje6l,  being  refponfible  for  the 
i!)tire'  bF-'that  liberty.  In  profecutions  for  tlie  publication  of  pa>J 
pcrsi'iriVeftigating  the  official  condud  of  officers,  or  rnen  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  where  the  matter  publiflied  is  proper  for  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all  in- 
di<5lments  for  libels,  the  jury  fhall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  fafts,  under  the  dire^^ionof  the  court,  as  in  other  cafes, 

Vin.  That  the  people  fliall  be  fecure  in  their  perfoiis,  houfes, 
papers  and  polfeffions,  from  unreafonable  fearches  and  feiznres  ;  and 
that  no  warrant  to  fearch  any  place,  or  to  feize  any  perfon  or  things, 
fhall  riTue  without  defcribing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
probable  caufe,  fupported  by  oath  or  affirmation.  ■  ', ' 

IX.  That,  in  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  accufed  ham  a  ngh! 
to  be  heard  by  himfelf  and  his  council ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  the  accufation  againft  him ;  to  meet  the  witnefTes  face  to 
face ;  to  have  compulfory  procefs  for  obtaining  witnefTes  in  his  fa- 
vour; arid,  in  profecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a  fpeedy 
public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage ;  that  he  cannot  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf;  nor  can  he  be  deprived 
of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unlefs  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  law  of  the  land. 

X.  That  no  perfon  fhall,  for  any  indlftable  offence,  be  proceeded 
againft'  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cafes  arifing  in  the  land 
or' naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  fervice,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  ddnger,  or,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppreffion  and 
mifdemeanor  in  office.  No  perfon  fliall,  for  the  fame  offence,  be 
xvtict  i3ut  ill  j^pardy  of  fife  or  limb  ;  nor  fhall  any  man*s  property 
be  taken  or  applied  to  public  ufe  without  the  confcnt  of  his  repre- 
fentativesj  and  without  jufl  compenfation  being  made. 

XI.  Thai  all  courts  fhall  be  open ;  and  every  man,  for  an  injury 
done  Him  in  his  lands,  goods,  perfon  or  reputation,  fliall  have  re- 
medy by  the  due  courfe  of  law,  and  right  and  juflice  adminifte red 
without  fale,  denial  ©r  delay.    Suits  may  be  brought  againfl  the  com- 
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mon wealth  in  fuch  manner,  in  fuch  courts,  and  in  fuch  cafes,  aa  the. 
legiflature  may  by  law  diffe^t. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  laws  fhajl  b^  cxercifed,  unlefs, 
by  the  legiflature  or  its  authority.  -       - 

XIII.  That  excelTive  bail  {hall  not  be  required,  nbr  (^xceflive  fines 
impofed,  nor  cruel  punifhnfients  inflicted.  ty3..-,j.h  -  ,.,,     ,4. 

XIV.  That  all  prifoners  fhall  be  bailable  by  fuffidenrt  fi^n^iei,  tmleff. 
for  capital  offences,^  when  the  proof  is,  evident  or  prefumption  great  i 
and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  not  be  fuf-, 
pended,  unlefs  whrn,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafipn,  the  public 
fafety  may  require  it. 

XV.  That  no  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terniincr  or  jail  d^liver)^ 
fhall  be  ilTued. 

XVI.  That  the  perfon  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  ftrong  pre-^ 
fiimption  of  iraud,  fhall  not  be  continued  in  prifon  after  delivering 
ijp  his  eftate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  fuch  manner  as  IhaH 
be  prefcribed  by  law. 

•'  Xyit.  /That  ixo  ex  foji  fa^o  law,  nor  any  law  impa^rin^  cootra<5l% 
Aall  be  made.  -  . 

XVIII.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  attainted  of  treafon  or  felonv  by; 
the  legiflature;  X  :^,  ^^ 

^  XIX.  That  no  attainder  fhall  work  corruption  of  blood,  iK)r,  ex- 
cept during  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  eftate  to  the  com- 
monwealth ;  that  the  eflatcs  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  defflroy  theii: 
own  lives,  fhall  defcend  or  vefl  as  in  cafe  of  natural  death  ;  and  if 
any  perfon.  fliail  be  killed  by  cafualty,  there  fhall  be  no  forfeiture  l^ 
Sfcafbn  thereof.  '■  ^^"^  *  ^^H  t^^<i^^ 

XX."  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  af-^ 
fcmble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  thofe  in- 
yefted  with  the  powers  of  government  for  rcdrefs  of  grievances,  oi; 
other  proper  purpofes,  by  petition,  addrefs  or  remonftrance. 

XXr.  That  the' right  of  the  citizens  tq  bear  arms,  in  defence  of 

themfelves  and  tne  State,  fliall  not  be  queflionecl^ 

,,  XXII.  That  no  ftancfing  army  fliall,  in  time  of  peape,  be  ^ept 

up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  ;  and  the  military  fliall,  in 

all  cafes,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  ilrid  fubordination  to  the  civil 

XXIII.  Thar  no'fbldier  fliall,  in  t;ime  of  peace,  be  quartered  ia 
any  houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but 
in  a  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  law. 

XXIV.  Tbat 
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XXIV.  That  the  legiflatvire  fliall  not  grant  any  title  of  noblHty  or 
hereditary  diftin^lion,  nor  create  any  afl^ce,  the  appointment  ^. 
which  fliall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  during  good  behaviour. 

XXV.  That  emigraiion  from  \hc  State  fliall  not  be  prohibited, 

.  XXVI.  To  guard  againft  tranfgreflions  of  th^  high  powers  which 
tve  have  delegated,  W^  declare,  Tliat  every  thing  in  this  article  is, 
/excepted  out  of  the  geaerj^l  powers  Qf  government,  and  fl.iaU  fox 
fyer  remain  inviolate. 

S  C  HE  D  U  L  E. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arife  from  the  aherations  and 
amendments  in  the  conftitution  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  in  order  to  carry  the  fame  into  complete  operation, 
\  ,  it  is  hereby  declared  an4  prdajned,, 

I.  That  all  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  time  of 
making  the  faid  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  faid  conftitution, 
grid  not  inconfiftent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  adlions,  profecutions, 
i:laims  and  contrails,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corporate, 
fliall  coRtiqup  a§,  if  the  fajd  alterations  and  amendments  had  not  heea 

II.  That  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  conncil  fliall  con- 
tinue to  exercife  the  executive  authority  of  this  commonwealth,  as 
heretofore,  until  the  third  Tuefday  of  December  next  ;  but  no  In- 
termediate vacancies  in  the  council  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  cledions. 
T  III.  That  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment fliall  continue  in  the  exercife  of  the  duties  of  their  refpe<ftive 
pffices  until  the  firft  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  unlefs  their  commiflions  fliall  fooner  expire  by  their 
own  iimitatJQns,  or  the  faid  oflices  become  vacant  by  dearh  or  re- 
fignation,  an4  no  longer,  unlefs  re-appointed  and  commillioncd  by 
the  governor  ;  except  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall  hold 
^leir  offices  for  the  tevms  in  their  commitrions  refpe£lively  expi  efled. 

JV.  That  juftlce  Ihall  be  adminiftered  in  the  fcvcral  counties  of 
this  State,  ^ptil  the  period  aforefaid,  by  the  fame  juflices,  in  the 
fame  courts,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 

y.  That  no  perfon,  novy  in  commiflion  as  flieriff,  fliall  be  eligible 
^t  the  next  election,  for  a  longer  term  than  will,*  with  the  time 
which  he  fliall  have  ferved  in  the  faid  office,  complete  the  term  of 

three  years.  i,n-*o^-|oH>,4);.A,....  ^ 

3'I.That 
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VI.  That,  until  the  firft  enumeration  fliall  be  made,  as  dire^cd 
in  the  fourth  le^tion.pf  the  firft  article  of  the  conftitution,  eflabliftic^ 
by  this  convention,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  feverai  counties 
jQiall  be  refpedively  entitled  to  eled  the  fame  number  of  reprefeuta-^ 
tives  as  is  now  prefcribed  by  law. 

VII.  That  the  firft  fenate  fliall  coniift  of  eighteen  members,  to  bo* 
chofen  in  diflridls,  formed  as  follows,  to  witt  The  city  of  Phikn 
deiphia  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  fliall  be  a 
diftricfV,.  and  ele£]t  three  fenators:  the  county  of  Chefter  fhall  be  a  - 
diilri^,  and  ihail  elect  one  fenator  :  the  county  of  Bucks  fliall  be  a  dif«, 
tri£^,  and  fliall  eled  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Montgomery  fliall 
be  a  diflri£t,  and  fliall  eleft  one  fenator  :.  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton fliall  be  a  diflrift,  and  fliall  eied  one  fenator  :  the  counties  of 
Lancailer  and  York  fliall  be  a  diftridt,  and  fliall  eled  three  fenators : 
the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  fliall  be  a  diflrict,  and  fliall  ele6t. 
'two  fcnatotrs :  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin  fliall  be  a 
diftri(5t,  and  fliall  ele6t  one  fenator  t  the  counties  of  Northumber-,, 
•land,  Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  fliall  be  a  difl:rift,  and  ftiall  ele<5t 
one  fenator:  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  fliall  be  a  diftridt, 
and  fliall  ele6t  one  fenator :  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Al- 
Jegany  fliall  be  a  diftrift,  and  fliall  eledt  one  fenator  :  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Wafliington  and  Fayette  fliall  be  a  diftrid,  and  fliall  ele£t 
two  fenators ;  which  fenators  fl:iall  ferve  until  the  flrft  enumeration 
before  mentioned  fliall  be  made,  and  the  reprefentation  in  both 
houles  of  the  legiflature  fliall  be  efl:abliflied  by  law,  and  chofen  as. 
in  the  conftitution  is  directed.  Any  vacancies  which  fliall  happen  ia,, 
the  fenate,  within  the  faid  time,  fliall  be  fupplied  as  prefcribed  in 
the  nineteenth  fedion  of  the  firfl:  article. 

Vlli.  That  the  election  of  fenators  fliall  be  conducted,  and  th^ 
returns  "thereof  made  to  the  fenate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  pre«» 
fcribed  by  the  ele6tion  laws  of  the  State  for  conducing  and  making 
return  of  the  election  of  reprefentatives.  In  thofe  difi:ri6ls,  which, 
confift  of  more  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the  diftriift  elef^ions. 
within  each  county,  after  having  formed  a  return  of  the  whole  eleftioi^ 
within  that  county,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  direded  by  law,  fliall  fend 
the  fame,  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  to  the  place  herein  after 
mentioned  within  the  difl:ri6l  of  Vvhich  fuch  county  is  a  part,  where 
the  judges  fo  met  fliall  compare  and  cafl  up  the  feverai  county  re- 
turns, and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  one  general  and  true 
return  for  the  whole  diflri(5t ;  that  is  to  fay,,  the  judges  of  the  dif- 

tria 
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tti^  comp6fed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  covmtles  of  Phi*- 
Jadelphia  and  Delaware^  fliall  meet  in  the  State-houfe  in  the  city  oi 
Philadelphia  J  the  judges  of  the  diftrid  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fliall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  county  ofr 
Lancafter ;  the  judges  of  the  diftri£t  compofed  of  the  counties  of« 
Berks  and  Dauphin  (hall  meet  at  Middlctovvn  in  the  county  of  Berks ; 
the  judges  of  the  diftrict  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland- 
and  Mifflin  fliall  meet  in  Greenwood  townfliip,  county  of  Cumber- 
land, at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  David  MilleY ;  the  judges  of 
the  diftrift  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne^ 
and  Huntingdon,  fliall  meet  in  the  town  of  Sunbury ;  the  judges  of 
the  diftrift  compofed  of\the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  fliail' 
meet  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  townfliip^ 
Bedford  county ;  the  judges  of  the  diftrid  compofed  of  the  counties  ■ 
of  Weftmoreland  and  Allegany  fliall  meet  in  Weftrtiorelahd  county, 
at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Grecnfljorough  ;  and  the  judges  or 
the  diftria  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Wafliington  and  Fayette 
ihall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Wafliington,  in  Wafti- 
ington  county,  on  the  third  Tuefday  in  O^lober  refpe6tively  for  the" 
purpofes  aforefaid.  *  '  «  ' 

IX.  That  the  eledion  of  the  governor  fliall  be  conduced,  in  this' 
feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  t!ie  StaW 
for  the  eleftion  of  reprefentatives ;  and  the  returns  in  each  county.^ 
fliall  be  fealcd  by  the  judges  of  the  elections,  and  tranfmitteid  'to 
the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  dirci^ed "ttf'tnd 
fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  as  foon  after  the  eleftion  as  may  be.      ^  '*  ' 

Done  in  Convention  the  fecond  day  of  September^^'iii^thft' 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninet}^' 

Mi  line  ahd  of  the  independence  of'  the  United  States  of  America, 

-stq-ff  ethe  fifteenth.     In  teft:imony  whereof  we  have  he'reunto' 

S"*^^'!^  ftibfcribed  ournames. 

.Hdw  .^Jt^±.l  A'^iLiil         THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 'PR^stDENT. 

moii^^h^nii'tb^fir  hy  j^^^g  Wilson,  &c.  &c. 

Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 
Jacob  SHALLUs,'Afliflant  Secretary. 


Among  other  ufeful  laws  of  this  State,  of  a  public  nature,  are, 

one  that  declares  all  rivers  and  creeks  to  be  highways ;  a  law  for 

z  the 
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the  cmaricipatioh  of  hegrofeS,  already  mentioned;  a  batikrilpl  la#) 

nearly  on  the  model  of  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England ;  and  in  thi$ 

year,  1 794,  the  Ifegiflatiire  of  Pciinfylvania^  with  a  view  to  foften 

the  rigour  of  penal  la\V,  haVe  pafled  an  a<5t,  declai-ihg  that  no  crimc^ 

except  murder  of  the  firft  degree^  fliall  be  puniflled  with  death.— 

Murder  of  the  firft  degree  is  defined  to  be^  a  kililhg  by  means  of 

poifon,  by  lying  in  vvaitj  or  \vith  other,  kind  of  wilful,  deliberate^ 

premeditated  intention,  or  which  fhall  be  corhmitted  in  the  prepa* 

ration  or  attempt  to  perpetrate  any  arfoh,  rapfe,  Jobbery,  br  bur* 

glary; 

All  othei*  kinds  of  killing  fliall  be  deemed  mlirder  in  the  ffctond- 

degree.     The  kind  of  murder  to  be  aicertained  by  a  jury. 

Perfons  liable  to  be  profeeuted  for  petit  treafon  fliall  be  proceeded 
agaiijft  and  puniflied  as  in  bther  cafes  of  murder* 

High  treafon  is  puniflied  with  confinement  in  prifon  and  the  pcni* 
t'entiary  houfe,  not  lefs  than  fix,  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Rape  not  lefs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  tWenty-one  years. 

Murder  of  the  fecond  degree  not  lefs  than  five,  nor  more  than 
eighteen  years. 

Forgery  not  lefs  than  four^  nOr  more  than  fifteen  years,  with  pay- 
ment of  a  fine  not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  dollars* 

Manflaughter  not  Jefs  than  two,  nor  more  thati  ten  years,  and 
giving  fecurity  for  good  behaviour  during  life. 

Maiming  not  leis  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  y€arS)  with  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars* 

Perfons  being  charged  with  involuntary  manflaUghter,  the  attor^ 
ney-general,  with  leave  of  the  court,  may  wave  the  felony^  and  pro- 
ceed againfl:  them  as  for  a  mifdemeanor,  and  give  in  evidence  any 
a£l  of  manfiaughter ;  or  the  attorney  may  charge  both  offences  in 
the  fame  indidmerit,  and  the  jury  may  acquit  the  perfon  of  one  or 
both. 

The  bepefit  of  the  clergy  is  for  ever  aboliflied. 


STAT^ 


>  v:>^ 
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';:^f^'''''U^_J.  AWARE, 

:   h;  Off:  SITU ATIO>J,    EXTENT,    &c, 

X  HIS''StiaP^'Ts  fituated  between  38'=*  30',  and  40"  north  latitude, 
and  0°  and  i  45'  weft  longitude.  It  is  ninety-two  miles  long,  an4 
twenty-four  miles  bread.  It  is  bounded  on  the  eafl:,  by  the  river  and 
"bay  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean;  on  the  fouth,  by  a  line 
from  Fenwick's-ifland,  in  latitude  38^  29'  30'',  drawn  weft  till  it  iu- 
terfefts  what  is  commonly  called  the  tafigent  line,  dividing  it  from 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  faid  tangent  line,  paf- 
ling  northward  up  the  peninlula,  till  it  touches  the  weftern  part  of 
the  territorial  circle;  and  thence  on  the  north,  by  the  faid  circle, 
jdefcribed  with  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  about  the  town  of  New- 
paftle. 

*' '  This  State  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  Lord  Dclaixsar^ 
|dio  completed  the  fettlement  of  Virginia. 

■i  FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Nev- 
jcaftle  excepted,  is,  to  fpeak  generally,  extremely  low  and  level. 
Large  quantities  of  ftagnant  water,  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year, 
overfpreading  a  great  proportion  of  the  land,  render  it  equally  unfit 
for  thepurpofes  of  agiiculture,  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants. The  fpinc,  or  higheft  ridge  of  the  peninfiila,  runs 
through  the  State  of  Delaware,  inclined  to  the  eaftern  or  Delaware 
fide.  It  is  defignated  in  Suflex,  Kent,  and  part  of  Newcaftle  county, 
by  a  remarkable  chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  defcend  on 
each  fide,  paffing  on  the  eaft  to  the  Delaware,  and  on  the  weft  to  the 
Chefapeak.  Many  oi  the  ftirubs  and  plants  growing  in  thefe  fwamps 
arelimilar  to  thofe  found  on  the  higheft  mountains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  State.     It  includes  a  very  fertile 

trad  of  country ;  and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Union  can  be  fele6ted 

more  adapted  to  the  different  purpofes  of  agriculture,  or  ixi  which  a 

r      i  '  greater 
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greater  variety  of  the  mqft  ufeful  productions  can  be  fo  conveniently 
jand  plentifully  reared.  The  foil  along  the  Delaware  river,  and 
;fron:\  eight  to  ten  miles  into  the  interior  country,  is  generally  a  rich 
clay,  producing  large  timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture.  From  thence  to  the  fwamps  above  mentioned 
the  foil  is  light,  fandy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  general  afpedt  of  the  country  is  very  favourable  for  cultiva- 
tion. Excepting  forne  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Newcaflle^ 
the  furface  of  the  State  is  very  little  broken  or  irregular.  The 
heights  of  Chriftiana  are  lofty  and  commanding ;  fome  of  the  hills  of 
!^andywine  are  rough  ai\d  ftony  ;•  but  defcending  from  thefe,  and  a 
few  others,  the  lower  country  is  fo  little  diverfified  as  almoft  to  form 
one  extended  plain.  In  the  county  of  Newcaftle,  the  foil  confifts  of  a 
firong  clay  ;  in  Kent,  tliere  i,s  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand  ;  and 
in  Suflex,  the  quantity  of  And  altogether  predominates.  Wheat  i^ 
the  ftaple  of  this  State:  it  grows  here  in  fuch  perfecStion  as  not 
only  to  be  particularly  fought  by  the  manufafturers  of  flour  through* 
put  the  Union,  but  alio  to  be  diftinguiflKd  and  preferred,  for  U^  fw- 
perior  qualities,  m  foreign  markets.  This  wheat  poflefles  an  un.cpm-, 
mon  foftnefs  and  whitenefs,  very  favourable  to  the  manufacture  of 
Aiperfine  flour,  and  in  other  refpeds  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flintj^ 
grains  raifed  in  general  on  the  high  lands.  Befides  wheat,  this  State 
generally  produces  plentiful  crops,  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  Q^.% 
fiax,  buck-wheat,  and  potatoes.  It  likewife  abounds  in  natural  and  ar? 
tvficiai  meadows,  containing  a  large  variety  of  graifes.  Hemp, 
-cotton,  and  filk,  if  properly  attended  to,  doubtlefs  would  iji>^ift^ 
very  well.  j- 

The  caftern  flde  of  the  State  is  indented  with  a  large  number  of 
creeks,  or  fmall  rivers,  which  generally  have  a  fliort  courfe,  nu- 
merous flioals  and  foft  banks,  flcirted  with  very  exteufive  marflies, 
and  ersnpty  into  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware.  In  the  fouthcrn  and 
wefiern  parts  of  this  State  fpring  the  head  waters  of  Pocomokej 
Wicomico,  Nanticoke,  Choptank,  Chefler,  SaflTafras,  and  Bohemiat 
rivers,  all  falling  fnto  Chefapeak  bay,  and  fome  of  them  navi-^ 
gable  twenty  oi*  thirty  miles  into  the, country,  for  yeflels  of  fifty  gr 
fixty  tons. 

The  county  of  SuflTex,  befides  producing  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  grain,  particularly  of  Indian  corn,  pofl^eflTQS  excellent  grazing 
lands.  This  couniy  alfo  exports  very  large  quantities  of  lumber,  ob- 
l^iiiaed  chiefly  from  an  extenfive  fvvamp,  cuiled  the  Indian  Jliver  op 

a  Cyprefs 
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Cyprefs  Swamp,  lying  partly  within  this  State,  and  partly  in  the 
State  of  Maryland.  This  morafs  extends  fix  miles  from  eafl  to  weft, 
and  nearly  twelve  from  noith  to  fouth,  including  an  area  of  nearly 
fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land.  The  whole  of  this  fvvamp  is  a  high  and 
level  bafon,  very  wet,  though  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  between 
tlie  fea  and  the  bay,  whence  the  Pocomoke  defcendson  one  fide,  and 
Indian  river  and  St.  Martin's  on  the  other.  This  fwamp  contain*  a 
great  variety  of  plants,  trees,  wild  beafts,  birds,  and, reptiles. 

In  the  county  of  Suflex,  among  the  branches  of  the  Nanticoke 
river,  large  quantities  of  bog  iron  ore  are  to  be  found.  Before  the 
revolution,  this  ore  was  worked  to  a  conftderable  extent ;  it  was 
thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  cartings.    Thefe  woi:ks  have  chiefly  fallen  into  decay. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  three  counties,  viz.  Newcaftie,  Kent,, 
^nd  Suflex,  which  are  fubdivided  into  hundreds. 

Before  the  revolution  this  dillrict  of  country  was  denominated,. 
^  Tlfe  three  lonvcr  Count iesJ'^ 

C  H  I  E  F    T  O  W  N  S. 

DOVER. 

Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  government.  It  {lands 
on  Jones's  creek,  a  few  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  and  confifts  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  principally  of  brick.  Four  flreets  inter- 
ie£t  each  other  at  right  angles,  whofe  incidencies  form  a  fpacious 
parade,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  k  an  elegant  ftate-houfe  of  brick. 
The  town  has  a  lively  appearance,  and  drives  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  Philadelphia.  Wheat  is  the  principal  article  of  export.  The 
landing  is  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  town  of  Dover. 

NEWCASTLE. 

This  town  is  thirty-five  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  the  weft  bank 
of  Delaware  river.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  about  the  year 
1627,  and  called  Stockholm  ;  it  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  called  New Amfterdam,  When  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  theEnghfli, 
it  was  called  by  its  prefent  name.  It  contains  about  fixty  houfes^ 
whieh  have  the  afpeft  of  decay ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of  go* 
Yernment,  and  was  the  firft  town  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 

WILMI^^G- 
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•'  WILMINGTON.  I       ..'    • '  !v-i"f  /   ^- !  -.      .   ' 

Wilmingtofi  is  fituafed  a  mile  and  a  half  weft  of  Delaware  river,  dfi 
Chriftiana  creek,  twenty-eight  miles  fouthward  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
much  thelargeftand  pleafanteft  town  in  the  State,  centaining  upwards 
of  four  hundred  houfes,  which  are  handfomely  built  upon  the  gentle 
afcent  of  an  eminence,  and  fliow  to  great  advantage  as  you  fail  up 
the  Delaware  ;  it  contains  about  two  thoufand  four  bunded  inhabi- 
tants. In  this  town  are  two  Prefbyterian  churches,  a  Svvedifli  Epif- 
copal  church,  a  Baptift,  and  a  Quaker  meeting,  and  a  few  Metho- 
difls.  There  is  alfo  a  flourifliing  academy  of  about  forty  or  fifty  fcho- 
lars,  who  are  taught  the  languages,  and  fome  of  the  fciences.  This 
academy,  in  proper  time,  is  intended  to  be  erefted  into  a  colleger- 
There  is  another  academy  at  Newark  in  this  county,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1769.  Thefe  academies  were  interrupted  during 
the  war,  and  their  funds  ruined  by  the  depreciation  of  continental 
paper  money*     Since  the  peace  learning  feems  to  revive  and  flourifh** 

MILFORD* 

]Milford  is  fituated  at  thefourceofa  fmall  river,  ^^Qen  miles  from 
Delaware  bay,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouthward  of  Philadelphia. 
This  town,  which  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  has  been  built, 
except  one  hcufe,  fmce  the  revolution  ;  it  is  laid  out  vi'ith  much  good 
tafte,  and  is  by  no  means  difagreeable.  The  inhabitants  are  Epifca* 
paiians,  Quakers,  and  Methodifls.  ..:    ,.,,'- 

DUCK    CREEK    CROSS    ROADS 

/Is  twelve  miles  north-weft  from  Dover,  and  has  eighty  or  ninety 
houfes,  which  Hand  on  one  ftreet.  It  carries  on  a  canfidera'ble  trade 
with  Philadelphia,  and  is  one  of  the  largcfl  wheat  markets  in  the 
State.     Kent  is  alfo  a  place  of  confidcrable  trade. 


Is  fituated  a  few  miles  above  the  light-houfe  on  Cape  Henlopenj 
it  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  built  chiefly  on  a 
ftreet,  which  is  more  than  three  miles  in  length,  and  extending  along 
a  creek  vv^hich  feparates  the  town  from  the  pitch  of  the  cape.  The 
fituation  is  high,  and  commands  a  full  profpe£t  of  the  light-houfe 
ar.d  the  La.  The  court-houf^  and  gaol  are  commodious  buildings, 
aud  give  an  air  of  importance  to  the  town.    The  fituation  of  this 

place 
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place  mull  at  fome  future  time  render  it  confiderabTy  important. 
IPlaced  at  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  is  crowded  with  veffels  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  which  is  frequently  clofed  with  ice  a  part  of 
the  winter  feafon,  neceffity  feems  to  require^  and  nature  feems  to 
fuggefl-,  the  forming  this  port  into  a  harbour  for  fhipping.  Nothing 
has  prevented  this  heretofore  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  creek. 
This  want  caii  be  cheaply  and  eafily  fupplied  by  a  fmall  canal,  fo  as 
to  afford  a  paflage  for  the  waters  of  Rehoboth  into  Lewes  creek, 
which  would  enfure  an  adequate  fupply.  The  circumjacent  country 
IS  beautifully  diverfified  with  hills,  wood,  ftreams,  and  lakes,  form- 
ing an  agreeable  contrail  to  the  naked  fandy  beach,  which  ter- 
minates in  the  cape  j  but  it  is  greatly  infefled  with  mulketoes  arid 
fand  flies. 


/ 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Delaware,  in  the  fummer  of  1787,  was  reck- 
oned at  thirty-feven  thoufand,  which  is  about  twenty-fix  for  every 
fquare  mile,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1790  it  was  as  follows : 


COUNTIES. 

NO 

"0    J; 

1 
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> 
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■  S 
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Newcaftle 

Kent 

Suflex 

5973 

3705 
4105 

4747 
3467 
3929 

7767'  639 
687812570 

77391^90 
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230*0 
4025 
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18920 
20488 

.  11783 

12 143 

^23843809 

8887 

50094 

If  the  population  of  this  State  has  increafed  fince  1790,  in  a  like 
proportion,  its  pi  efent  population  muft  be  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thoufand. 

RELIGION. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denominations.  Of  the 
Prelbyteriari  fed,  there  are  twenty-four  churches ;  of  the  Epifcopal, 
fourteen;  of  the  Baptift,  fcven  ;  of  the  Methodift,  a  confiderabl« 
number,  efpecially  in  the  two.  lower  counties  of  Kent  and  Siiflbx,  the 
number  of  their  churches  is  not  exadly  afcertained.  Beiides  thefe, 
there  is  a  Swedilh  church  at  Wilmington,  which  is  one  of  the  oldeft 
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churches  in  the  United  States.  With  refpe6l  to  the  charaifter  of  tt-\6 
people  of  this  State,  there  is  no  obvious  diftin6kion  between  tbeni 
and  the  Pennfylvanians'. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

tVe  have. already  mentioned  wheat  as  the  ftaple  commodity  of  thi* 
State.  This  is  manufactured  into  flour  and  exported  in  large  quan- 
tities. The  exports  from  the  port  of  Wilmington,  where  a  number 
of  fquare-rigged  vefleis  are  owned,  for  the  year  1786,  in  the  article 
of  flour,  was  tvyenty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three  bar* 
xels  fuperfine  ;  four  hundred  and  tifty-feven  ditto  common  ;  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix  ditto  middlings ;  and  three  hundred  and  forty-fix 
(fitto  fliip  fluff.  The  manufacture  of  flour  is  carried  to  a  higher  de-' 
gree  of  perfection  in  this  State,  than  in  any  others  in  the  Union. 
Eefides  the  well -con  flrufted  mills  on  Red  Clay  and  White  Clay  creeksy 
gird  other  flrearas  in  different  paris  of  the  State,  the  celebrated  col- 
lection of  millij  at  Brandy  wine  merit  a  particular  defcription.  Here 
are  to  be.  feen,  at  one  view,  twelve  merchant  mills  (befides  a  faw 
mill)  which  have  doublp  that  number  of  pairs  of  flones,  all  of  fu- 
perior  dimenfions,  and  excellent  conftrudion.  Thefe  mills  arc  three 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  creeks  on  which  they  frand,  half  a  mile' 
from  Wilmington,  and  twenty-feven  from  Philadel-phia,  on  the  poft 
road  from  the  eaflern  to  the  fouthern  States.  They  are  called  the 
Brandyvvine  mills,  from  the  Itream  on  which  they  are  ereCted. 
This  ftream  rifes  near  the  Welch  mountains  in  Pennfylvania,  and  af-^ 
ter  a  winding  courfe  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  through,  falls,  which 
fiirnifn  numerous  feats  {one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  are  already 
occupred)  for  every  fpecies  of  water  works,  empties  info  Ch'rifliana 
creek,  near  Wilmington.  The  quantity  of  wheat  manufactured  at 
thefe  mil^  annuaiiy  is  not  accurately  af  :ertained :  it  is  eftimated^ 
however,  by  the  beft  informed  on  the  firbjeCt,  that  thefe  mills  canf 
grind  four  hundred  thoufand  bufliels  in  a  year.  But  ahhough  they 
are  capable  of  njanufaCturingthis  quantity  yearly,  yet,  from  the  dif" 
ficulty  of  procuring  a  permanent  fupply  of  grain,  the  inflability  of 
the  flour-market,  and  other  circumitances,  there  are  not  commonly 
rfiore  thail  from  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  bu'fhels  of  wheat  and  corn  manufactured  here  annually.  In 
the  fall  of  178^9,  and  fpring  of  1790,  there  were  made  at  the  Bran- 
dVwine  mills  fifty  thoufand  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour,  one  thoufand 
thiee  hundred  aitd  fifty-four  ditto  of  common,  four  hundred  ditto 
a  .      -  -         niiddlings, 
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wiadlings,  as  many  of  lliip  ftuff,  and  two  thoufand  ditto  corn  meal. 
The  quantity  of  wheat  and  corn  ground,  from  which  this  flour,  &c, 
was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  thonfand  bu(hels,  equal  to  th^ 
export  in  thofe  articles  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  lame  year, 
Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  perfons,  viz.; 
about  forty  to  tend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  fcventy  coopers,  to  make 
calks  for  the  flour,  a  fuflicient  number  to  man  twelve  floops,  of  aboui; 
thirty  tons  each,  which  are  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  the 
wheat  and  flour,  the  refl  in  various  other  occupations  conneded 
with  the  mills.  The  navigation  quite  to  thefe  mills  is  fuch,  that  a 
veffel  carrying  one  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  may  be  laid  along  fide 
of  any  of  thefe  mills  ;  and  befide  fome  of  them  the  water  is  of  fufr 
flcient  depth  to  admit  velfels  of  twice  the  above  fize.  The  veflel? 
are  unloaded  with  aftonifliing  expedition.  There  have  been  in? 
fiances  of  one  thoufand  bufliels  being  carried  to  the  height  of  fouv 
ftories  in  four  hours.  It  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  vefTels  with  on^ 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  come  up  with  flood  tide,  unlade,  and 
go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrel?  of  flour  oij 
board.  In  confequence  of  the  machines  introduced  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Oliver  Evans,  three  quarters  of  the  manual  labour  before  found 
neceflfary  is  now  fuflicient  for  every  purpofe.  By  means  of  thefe 
machines,  when  made  ufe  of  in  the  full  extent  propofed  by  the  ia- 
ventor,  the  wheat  will  be  received  on  the  fliallop's  deck,  thence  car-t 
ried  to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  ttie 
fame  returned  in  flour  on  the  lower  floor,  ready  for  packing,  without 
the  afliflance  of  manual  labour  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  bufinefs  done.  The  tranfportation  of  flour  from  thef© 
nfiills  to  the  port  of  Wilmington  does  not  require  half  an  hour  ;  and 
it  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  a  cargo  is  taken  from  the  mills  and  de- 
livered at  Philadelphia  the  fame  day.  The  fituation  of  thefe  mills  is 
very  pleafant  and  healthful.  The  firft  mill  was  built  here  about  fifty 
years  finee.  There  is  now  a  fmall  town  of  forty  houfes,  principally 
flone  and  brick,  which,  together  with  the  mills  and  the  veflels  load* 
ing  and  unloading  befide  them,  furnifli  a  charnoing  profpect  from  the 
bridge,  from  whence  they  are  all  in  full  view. 

Befides  the  wheat  and  flour  trade,  this  State  exports  lumber  and 
various  other  articles.  The  amount  of  exports  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1791,  ^vas  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufancl 
fight  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

30a  PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

BRIDGES,    &C. 

j>^  Jufl  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  work  of  confickrabks 
'■  4'teportance  was  begun  at  Lewes,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  State^ 
Viz*  the  erei^ion  of  a  bridge  and  caufeway  from  the  town,  over  the 
creek  and  marfli  to  the  cppofite  cape.  This  expenfiye  work  was 
jiift  completed  when  the  Britiifti  fliips  firft  came  into  the  road  of 
Lewes.  In  order  to  prevent  too  eafy  a  communication,  they  partially 
removed  it ;  and  it  being  afterwards  neglefted,  it  was  in  complete 
ruins  at  the  clofc  of  the  war.  A  bridge,  upon  the  fame  plan,  but 
lopon  a  new  foundation,  has  lately  been  erected  at  the  fole  expenfe 
of  individuals :  jt  extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town 
to  the  beach,  over  a  wide  creek  and  marfti.  The  inhabitants  are 
compenfated  for  their  expenfe  by  the  facility  of  the  communica- 
tion between  the  town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  this  State  are  contemplated,  6ne 
of  which  is  down  the  waters  of  the  Brandy  wine, 

LIGHT-HOUSE. 

The  light-houfe,  near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  in   1777. 
Since  the  war  it  has  been  completed  and  handfomely  repaired.     It  is 
a  fine  flone  ftrufture,  eight  ftories  high ;    the  annual  expence  of 
which  is  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  currency. 

CONSTITUTION, 

DECLARATION    OF    RIGHTS. 

I.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people,  is 
founded  in  compact  only,  and  infiituted  folely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

II;  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worlhip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  diftates  of  their  own  confciences  and 
underllandings ;  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of  right  can  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  any  religious  worfliip,  or  maintain  any  rainiftry,  con- 
trary to  or  againft  his  own  free  will  and  confent ;  and  that  no  autho- 
rity can  or  ought  to  be  vefted  in,  or  afTumed  by  any  power  whatever, 
that  fliall,  in  any  cafe  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  controul,  the 
right  of  confcience,  in  the  free  exercife  of  religious  worfliip. 

IlL  That 
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ni.  That  all  perfons  profeffing  the  Chriftian  religion  ought  for 
Uyer  to  enjoy  equal  rights  and  privUpgts  in  this  State,  u  ilefs  under 
colour  of  religion  any  man  djfturb  the  peace,  the  happinefs  ^r  laiety 
(pf  fociety. 

JV.  That  the  people  of  thig  State  have  the  fole,  excliifiye,  and 
inherent  right  of  governing  and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the 
fame. 

V.  TJiat  perfons  intrufted  with  the  legiflative  and  executive  pow- 
ders are  the  truftees  and  fervants  of  the  public,  and  as  fuch  account- 
able fpr  their  conduft ;  wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  oi  govern- 
pient  are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  manifeilly  endangered  by  the 
iegiflative  fingiy,  or  a  treacherous  combination  of  both,  the  people 
pay,  and  of  right  ought  to  eftablilh  a  new,  or  reform  the  old  Go^ 
yernment. 

VI.  That  the  right. in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legiflaturc 
js  the  foundation  of  liberty  and  of  all  fret  2_ovtrnrrient;  and  for  this 
pnd  all  elections  ought  to  be  free  and  frequent,  and  ivtij  lieen  an 
having  fufficient  evidence  of  a  permanent  common  intereft  wub,  and 
attachment  to  the  community,  hath  a  right  of  fuifrage. 

yil.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  laws,  or  the  cx<:Cution  of  ;aw8, 
ought;  to  be  ej^ercifed,  unlefs  by  the  legillature. 

VIII.  That  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  amending  nnd 
^rengthening  of  the  laws,  the  legiflature  ought  to  be  frequently  con- 
vened. 

.    IX.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  j5etition  the  legiflature  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

X.  That  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expenfe  of  that  protedion, 
and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceflary,  or  an  equivalent  there- 
to ;  but  no  part  of  a  man's  property  can  be  juftly  taken  from  him, 
or  applied  to  public  ufes,  without  his  own  conlent,  or  that  of  his 
legal  reprefentatives  :  nor  can  any  man  taat  is  conlcientioufly  fcru- 
pulous  of  bearing  arms,  in  any  cafe  be  juftly  compelled  thereto,  if 
he  will  pay  fuch  equivalent. 

XL  That  retrofpedive  laws  punifhing  offences  committed  before 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  laws,  are  oppreffiveapd  unjuft,  and  ought  not 
to  be  made. 

XII.  That  every  freeman,  for  every  injury  done  him  in  his  goods, 
j^nds,  or  perfon,  by  any  other  perfon,  ought  to  have  remedy  by  the 

courfc. 
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^ourfe  of  the  law  of  the  laqd,  and  ought  to  have  juftice  and  right  foi* 
the  injury  done  to  him,  freely  without  fale,  fully  without  any  deniat, 
and  fpeedily  without  delay,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land, 

XIII.  That  trial  by  jury  of  fads  where  they  arife,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  fecurities  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  the  people. 

XIV.  That  in  all  prolqcutions  for  criminal  offences,  every  man 
hath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  accufation  again (t  him,  to  be  aU 
lowed  coiinfel,  to  be  confronted  with  the  accufers  or  witnefTee,  to 
examine  evidence  on  oath  in  his  favour,  and  to  a  fpeedy  trial  by 
an  impartial  jury,  without  whofe  unanimous  confent  he  ought  not  to 
be  found  guilty.  •.  .^4 

XV.  That  no  man  in  the  courts  of  common  law  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf. 

XVI.  That  exceffive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  exceffive 
fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  or  unufual  puniihments  inflicted. 

XVII.  That  all  warrants  without  oath  to  fearch  fuf|)e6led  places^ 
©r  to  feize  any  perfon  or  his  property,  are  grievous  and  oppreffive  ; 
and  all  general  warrants  to  fearch  fufpe<?ted  places,  or  to  apprehend 
all  perfons  fufpedcd,  without  naming  or  defcribing  the  place  or  any 
perfon  in  fpecial,  are  illegal  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

XVIII.  That  a  well-regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural,  an4 
fafe  defence  of  a' free  Government. 

XIX.  That  Handing  armies  are  dangerqus  to  liberty,  and  ought 
pot  to  be  raifed  or  kept  up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  in  all  cafes  and  at  all  times  the  military  ought  to  b^ 
imder  (trid  fuboi  dination  to,  and  governed  by,  the  civil  power. 

XXI.  That  no  foldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  houfe  in  time 
©f  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  owner  ;  and  in  time  of  war,  ir^ 
fuch  manner  only  as  the  legiilature  fliall  dire6l. 

XXII.  That  the  independency  and  uprightnefs  of  judges  are  ef^; 
fential  to  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  a  great  fecuritji 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  =  > 

XXIII.  That  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ought  to  be  inviolably  pre-i . 

fcrved.  -  '  .-iuHK 

* 

FRAME    OF    GOVERNMENT. 

Agreed  to  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Reprefentatives  in  full  Gon^ 
vention  of  the  Delaware  State,  formerly  ftyled,  "  The  Government 
©f  the  Counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  upon  Delaware;*' 

th© 
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the  faid  RcTprefentatives  being  chofen  by  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
State  for  that  exprefs  purpofe. 

I.  The  Government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and  Siif- 
iex,  upon  Delaware,  fliall  hereafter  in  all  public  arid  other  writings 
be  called,  The  Delaware  vState. 

U.  The  legiflature  fhall  be  formed  o^  two  diftindl  branches.- 
They  "{hall  meet  once  or  oftener  in  every  year,  and  fliall  be  called, 
'The  General  Assembly  of  Delaware. 

III.  One  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature' fliall  be  called,  The 
House  of  Assembly,  and  fliall  confift  of  feven  Reprefentatives  tO' 
be  chofen  for  each  county  annually,  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  free- 
holders of  the  fame. 

IV.  The  other  branch  fliall  be  called,  The  Council,  and  con- 
fift  of  nine  members  j  three  to  be  chofen  for  each  county  at  the 
time  of  the  firilele^ion  of  the  AflTembly,  who  fliall  be  freeholders  of 
the  county  for  which  they  are  chofen,  and  be  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  one  year  afcer  the  general  election, 
the  Covinfellor  who  had  the  fmallcll  number  of  votes  in  each  county 
fliall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafloned  fupplied  by 
the  freemen  of  each  county  choofing  the  fame  or  another  perfon  at 
&  n€w  election  in  manner  aforefaid.  At  the  end  of  two  years  after 
the  firft  general  eledlion,  the  Counfellor  who  flood  fecond  in  number 
of  votes  in  each  county  fliall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby 
occaiioned  fupplied  by  a  new  election  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  at 
tii€  end  of  three  years  from  the  firfl:  general  elcdion,  the  Counfel- 
lor who  had  the  greateft  number  of  votes  in  each  county  fhall  be  dif. 
placed,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  elec-» 
tion  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  this  rotation  of  ai  Counfellor  being 
difplaced  at  the  end  of  three  years  in  each  coirnty,  and  his  oflice  fup- 
plied by  a  new  choice,  fliall  be  continued  afterwards  in  due  order  an-r 
nually  for  ever,  whereby,  after  the  firft:  general  eleftion,  a  Coun- 
fellor will  remain  in  trult  for  three  years  from  the  time  of  his  being 
ele<5ted,  and  a  Counfellor  will  be  difplaced,  and  the  fame  or  another 
cJiofen  in  each  county  at  every  eledion. 

V.  The  right  of  fuffrage  in  the  e]e<5Hon  of  members  for  both 
Houfes  flial!  remain  as  exercifed  by  law  at  prefent ;  and  each  Xloufe 
(hall  choofe  its  own  Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  judge  of  tlit? 
qualifications  and  ele<5tions  of  it;?  own  members,  fettle  its  own  rules 
o^'  proceeding,  and  dire6k  writs  of  elcftion  for  fiipplying  interme-. 
<Jiate  vacancies.     They  may  alfo  feverally  ej^pel  any  of  their  pwx^: 

member? 
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members  for  mifbehaviour,  but  not  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  ftflionf 
for  the  fame  offence,  if  re-eie6led  ;  and  they  ftiall  have  all  othef 
powers  neceffary  for  the  legiflature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

VI.  All  money-bills  for  the  fupport  of  Government  fliaiU  origi-* 
nate  in  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly,  and  may  be  altered,  amended  or 
reje6led  by  the  Legillative  Council.  AH  other  bills  and  ordinances 
may  take  rife  in  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  or  Legillative  Council,  and 
may  be  altered,  amended  or  rejected  by  either. 

VII.  Aprefident  or  chief  magiftrate  Ihall  be  chofen  by  joint  bal*i 
lot  of  ~  hoth  Houfes,  to  be  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly,  and  the 
bo;^  examined  by  the  Speakers  of  ecch  Houfe  in  the  prefehce  of  the 
other  members ;  and  in  cafe  the  numbers  for  the  two  higheft  iri 
votes  fhould  be  equ^l,  then  the  fpeaker  of  the  council  fhall  have  an 
additional  calling  voice,  and  the  appointment  of  the  perfon  who  has 
the  majority  of  votes  fhall  be  entered  at  large  on  the  minutes  and 
journals  of  each  Houfe  ;  and  a  copy  thereof  on  parchment,  certified 
and  figned  by  the  fpeakers  refpe6Hvely,  and  fealed  with  the  great 
feal  of  the  State,  which  they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  affix,  Ihall  be 
delivered  to  the  perfon  fo  chofen  preiident,  who  Hiall  continue  in  that 
office  three  years,  and  until  the  fitting  of  the  next  General  AlTembly, 
and  no  longer,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  af- 
ter he  lliall  have  been  out  of  that  office.  An  adequate  but  moderate 
falary  fliall  be  fettled  on  him  during  his  continuance  in  office.  He 
may  draw  for  fuch  fums.of  money  as  lliall  be  appropriated  by  the 
General  AlTembly,  and  be  accountable  to  them  for  the  fame.  He' 
may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy- council,  lay  embargoes  or' 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  commodity  for  any  time  not  exceed- 
.ing  thirty  days,  in  the  recefs  of  the  General  Afiiembly.  He  lliall 
have  the  power  of  granting  pardons  or  reprieves,  except  where  the 
profecution  lliall  be  carried  on  by  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly,  or  the 
law  lliall  otherwife  direft ;  in  which  cafes  no  pardon  or  reprieve 
lliall  be  granted,  but  by  a  refolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Afiiembly ;  and 
may  exercife  all  the  other  executive  powers  of  government,  limited 
and  reftraiiied  as  by  this  conllitution  is  mentioned,  and  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  State.  And  on  his  death,  inability,  or  abfence  fron:i 
the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Legillative  Council  for  the  time  being 
fliall  be  vice-prefident ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  inability,  or  ab* 
fence  from  the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  lliall 
ha'/e the  poweis  of  aprefident,  until  a  new  nomination  is  made  by 
the  General  Allembiy.  . 

^    '  '  '  VIH.  A 
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Vni.  A  privy>councll  confifting  of  four  members  fliall  be  chofen 
by  ballot,  two  by  liie  Legiflative  Council,  and  two  by  the  Houfe  of 
Aileinbly  :  provided,  that  no  regular  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  in 
the  fervice  and  pay  of  the  Continent,  or  of  this  or  of  any  other 
State,  fliall  be  eligible.  And  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council 
or  of  the  Houle  of  Aflembly  being  chofen  of  the  privy  council,  and 
accepting  thereof,  ihall  thereby  lofe  his  feat.  Three  members  fhall 
be  a  quorum,  and  their  advice  and  proceedings  fliall  be  entered  on 
record,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  (to  any  part  of  which 
any  member  may  enter  his  diflent)  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
AflTembly,  when  called  for  by  them*  Two  members  fliall  be  re- 
moved by  ballot,  oije  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  one  by  the 
lioni'Q  of  Aflembly,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  thofe  who  remain 
the  next  year  after,  who  fliall  feverally  be  ineligible  fOr  the  three 
next  years.  Theie  vacancies,  as  well  as  thofe  occafioned  by  death 
or  incapacity,  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  ele(Sions  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. And  this  rotation  of  a  privy  counfellor  fliall  be  continued  af- 
terwards in  due  order  annually  for  ever.  The  prefident  may  by 
fummons  convene  the  privy  council  at  any  time  when  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  at  fuch  place  as  he  fliall  think  moft  conve- 
nient, when  and  where  they  arc  to  attend  accordingly. 

IX.  The  prefident,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  privy, 
council,  njay  embody  the  militia,  and  a6t  as  captain-general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  them,  and  the  other  military  force  of  this 
State,  under  the  laws  of  the  fame, 

X.  Either  Houfe  of  the  General  Aflembly  may  adjourn  themfelves 
refpe^lively.  The  prefident  fliall  not  prorogue,  adjourn,  or  diflblve 
the  General  AflTembly ;  but  he  may,  with  th^  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  or  on  the  application  of  a  majority  of  either  Houfe,  call 
them  before  the  time  to  which  they  fliall  ftand  adjourned;  and  the 
two  Houfes  fl:;all  always  fit  at  the  fame  time  and  place ;  for  which 
purpofe,  immediately  after  every  adjournment,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly  fliaU  give  notice  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  other 
Jioufe  of  the  time  to  which  the  Houfe  of  AflTembly  ftands  adjourned^ 

XL  The  delegates  for  Delaware  to  the  Congr^fs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  fliall  be  chofen  annually,  or  fupeffeded  in  the; 
mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houfes  in  the  General  AflTembly, 

XIL  The  prefident  and  General  AflTembly  fliall  by  joint  ballot  ap^ 
point  three  juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State,  one  of 
whom  fli^U  be  chief  juftice  and  a  judge  of  admiralty ;  ^nd  alfo  four 
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juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Courts,  fbr 
each  county,  one  of  whom  in  each  court  fhall  be  ftiled  Chief  Juftice 
(and  in  cafe  of  divifion  on  the  ballot,  the  prefident  Ihall  have  an  ad- 
ditional cafting  voice,)  to  be  commifTioned  by  the  prefident  under  the 
great  feal,  who  fliall  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour  ;  and 
during  the  time  the  juftices  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  and  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  remain  in  office,  they  fliall  hold  none  other  except 
in  the  militia.  Any  one  of  the  juftices  of  either  of  faid  courts  fliall 
have  power,  in  cafe  of  the  non-coming  of  his  brethren,  to  open  and 
adjourn  the  court.  An  adequate,  fixed,  but  moderate  falary  fliall  be 
fettled  on  them  during  their  continuance  in  office.  The  prefident 
and  privy  council  fliall  appoint  the  fecretary  ;  the  attorney-general ; 
regifters  for  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting  letters  of  adminif- 
tration  ;  regifl:ers  in  Chancery ;  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common, 
Pleas  and  Orphans  Courts,  and  clerks  of  the  peace ;  who  fliall  be 
commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  and  remain  in  office  during  five  years,  if 
they  behave  themfelves  well,  during  which  time  the  faid  regifters 
in  Chancery  and  clerks  fliall  not  be  juftices  of  either  of  the  faid 
courts  of  which  they  are  officers,  but  they  fliall  have  authority  to 
fign  all  writs  by  them  ifliied,  and  take  recognizances  of  bail.  The 
juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  be  nominated  by  the  Houfe  of  Afl^embly ; 
that  is  to  fay,  they  fliall  name  twenty-four  perfons  for  each  county, 
of  whom  the  prefident,  with  the  approbation  of  the  privy  council, 
fliall  appoint  twelve,  who  fliall  be  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  and 
continue  in  office  during  feven  years,  if  they  behave  themfelves 
well ;  and  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  or  if  the  legiflature  fliall  think  pro- 
per to  increafe  the  number,  they  fliall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in 
like  manner.  The  members  of  the  legifiative  and  privy  councils 
fliall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  whole  State,  during  their  conti- 
nuance in  trufl: :  and  the  juflices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Plea5. 
fhall  be  confervators  of  the  peace,  in  their  refpedive  counties.      <^'*'  "^ 

XIII.  The  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphana 
Courts  fliall  have  the  power  of  holding  inferior  courts  of  Chancery 
as  heretofore,  unlefs  the  legiflature  fliall  otherwife  direct. 

XIV.  The  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Courts  fliall  be  appointed  by  the 
chief  juftice  thereof,  and  the  recorders  of  deeds  by  the  juftices  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  each  county  feverally,  and  commiffioned 
by  the  prefident  under  the  great  feial,  and  continue  in  office  five  years, 
if  they  behave  themfelves  well. 

XV.  The. 
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5CV.  The  (herifFs  and  coroners  of  the  relpe£tlve  counties  fhall  be 
thofen  annually  as  heretofore  ;  and  any  perfon  having  ferved  three 
years  as  flieriff,  lliall  be  ineligible  for  three  years  after ;  and  the  pre- 
fident  and  privy  council  fliall  have  the  appointment  of  fuch  of  the 
two  candidates  returned  for  the  faid  offices  of  flierifFs  and  coroners^ 
as  they  fliall  think  beft  qualified,  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  gover- 
nor heretofore  enjoyed  this  power. 

XVI.  The  General  Aflembly,  by  joint  ballot,  ihall  appoint  the 
generals  and  field  officers,  and  all  other  officers  in  the  army  or  navy 
of  this  State.  And  the  prefident  may  appoint  during  pleafure,  until 
otherwife  directed  by  the  legiflature,  ail  neCeffary  civil  officers  not 
herein  before  mentioned. 

XVII.  There  fliall  be  an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Dela- 
ware in  hiatters  of  law  and  equity,  to  a  court  of  feven  perfons,  to 
confifl:  of  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  who  fliall  prefide  therein* 
and  fix  others ;  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and 
three  by  the  Houfe  of  Afl^embly,  who  fliall  continue  in  office  during 
good  behaviour,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  great 
feal ;  which  court  fliall  be  ftiled.  The  Court  of  Appeals,  and  have 
all  the  authority  and  powers  heretofore  given  by  law  in  the  laft  re- 
fort  to  the  King  in  council,  under  the  old  government.  The  fecre- 
tary  fliall  be  the  clerk  of  this  court,  and  vacancies  therein  occa- 
iioned  by  death  or  incapacity  fliall  be  fuppUed  by  new  eledions,  ia 
manner  aforefaid.  ' 

'  XVIII.  The  juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  fecretary,  the 
trufl:ees  of  the  Loan  Office,  and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
in  any  army  or  navy  contra6ts,  fliall  be  ineligible  to  either  Houfe  of 
Aflembly  ;  and  any  member  of  either  Houfe  accepting  of  any  other 
of  the  offices  herein  before  mentioned,  excepting  the  office  of  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace,  fliall  have*  his  feat  thereby  vacated,  and  anew 
ele(5tion  fliall  be  ordered. 

XIX.  The  Legiflative  Council  and  Aflembly  fliall  have  the  power 
of  making  the  great  feal  of  this  State,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the 
prefident,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the  vice-prefident,  to  be  ufed  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require.  It  fliall  be  called,  The  Great  Seal  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  fliall  be  affixed  to  all  laws  and  commiffions. 

XX.  Commiffions  fliall  run  in  the  nanie  of  The  Delaware  State, 
and  bear  teft  by  the  prefident.  Writs  fliall  run  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  bear  tefl:  in  the  name  of  the  chief  juftice,  or  juftice  firfl:  named 
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in  the  commiflions  for  the  feveral  courts,  and  be  fealed  with  the  ptib* 
lie  Teals  of  fuch  courts.  Indictments  fliall  conclude,  Againji  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  State, 

XXI.  In  tafe  of  vacancy  of  the  offices  above  direfted  to  be  filled 
by  the  prelident  and  General  Affembly,  the  prefident  and  Privy 
Council  may  appoint  others  in  their  ftead,  until  there  fliall  be  a  new 
elec'ilion. 

XXII.  Every  perfon  who  fhall  be  chofen  a  mertiberof  either  Houfe, 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of  truft,  before  taking  his  feat,  or 
entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  fliall  take  the  following; 
oath,  or  affirmation,  if  confcientiouily  fcrupulous  of  taking  an  oath, 

to  wit,  i-tx^-'iv-i?-'^:; 

•*  I  Ai  B.  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  fubmit 
to  its  conftitution  and  laws,  and  do  no  ai5t  wittingly  whereby  the 
freedom  thereof  may  be  prejudiced.'* 

And  alfo  make  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit, 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift 
his  only  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  blelfed  for  evermore  ; 
and  I  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
ment  to  be  given  by  divine  infpiration.'* 

And  all  officers  fliall  alfo  take  an  oath  of  office. 

XXIII.  The  prefident  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  within  eigh- 
teen months  after,  and  all  others,  offending  againft  the  State,  either 
by  mal-adminiftration,  corruption,  or  other  means,  by  which  the 
fafety  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  endangered,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  offence  committed,  fliall  be  impeachable  by  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly  before  the  Legiflative  Council ;  fuch  impeach- 
ment to  be  profecuted  by  the  attorney-general,  or  fuch  other  perfon 
or  perfons  as  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  may  appoint,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  If  found  guilty,  he  or  they  fliall  be  either  for 
ever  difabled  to  hold  any  office  under  government,  or  removed 
from  office  pro  tempore^  or  fubje£led  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as 
th^  laws  fliall  dire<5t.  And  all  officers  fliall  be  removed  on  convidion 
of  mifbehaviour  at  common  law,  or  on  impeachment,  or  upon  the 
addrefs  of  the  General  Afl^embly. 

XXIV.  All  a6is  of  Aflembly  in  force  in  this  State  on  the  15th  day 
of  May  lafl,  and  not  hereby  altered,  or  contrjfry  to  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs,  or  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  this  State,  fliall  fo 
continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State, 
unlefs  where  they  are  temporary,  in  which  cafe  they  fliall  expire  at 
tlie  times  refpe<aively  limited  for  their  duration* 
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XXV.  The  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fd  much  of  the 
ftatute  law  as  have  been  heretofore  adopted  in  pradice  in  this  State, 
ihall  remain  in  force,  unlefs  they  fhall  be  altered  by  a  future  law 

:of  the  legiflature  ;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  th« 
rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  Conflitution,  and  the  Decla* 
ration  of  Rights,  &c.  agreed  to  by  this  Convention. 

XXVI.  No  perfon  hereafter  imported  into  this  State  from  Africa 
ought  to  be  held  in  flavery  under  any  pretence  whatever;  and  no 
negro,  Indian  or  mulatto  Have,  ought  to  be  brought  into  this  State 
for  fale  from  any  part  of  the  vwrld. 

XX VII.  The  firft  eleftion  for  the  General  AiTembly  of  this  State 
fliall  be  held  on  the  21ft  day  of  Odober  next,  at  the  court  houfes  ia 
the  feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufed  in  the  cle6tion 
of  the  Aflemby,  except  as  to  choice  of  infpeftors  and  aflefTors,  where 
alieflbrs  have  not  been  chofen  on  the  i6th  of  September  inft.  which 
fliall  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  eleftion,  by  the  eledors, 
inhabitants  of  the  refpedive  hundreds  in  each  county ;  at  which 
time  the  flieriffs  and  coroners  for  the  faid  counties  refpeftively  are 
to  be  elefted  ;  and  the  prefent  flieriffs  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle 
and  Kent  may  be  re-ch'ofen  to  that  office  until  the  ift  of  Odober, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine, 
and  the  prefent  flieriff  for  the  county  of  SufTex  may  be  re-chofen  to 
that  office  until  the  firfl:  day  of  06lober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  provided  the  freemen 
think  proper  to  re-eleft  them  at  every  general  election  ;  and  the 
prefent  flieriffs  and  coroners  refpedively  fhall  continue  to  exercife 
their  offices  as  heretofore,  until  the  flieriffs  and  coroners  to  be  elefted 
on  the  faid  twenty-firft  day  of  Odober  fhall  be  commifTioned  and 
fworn  into  office.  The  member's  of  the  LegiHative  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  fliall  meet  for  tranfa<5ting  the  bufinefs  of  the  State  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  October  next,  and  continue  in  office  until  the 
firft  day  of  Odober  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  {even 
hundred  and  feventy-fcven  ;  on  which  day,  and  on  the  firfl  day  of 
Odober  in  each  year  for  ever  after,  the  Legiflative  Council,  AiTem- 
bly, flieriffs  and  coroners,  fliall  be  chofen  by  ballot  in  manner  direded 
by  the  feveral  laws  of  this  State  for  regulating  eledions  of  members 
ofAflembly,  and  flienfFs  and  coroners;  and  the  General  AfTembljr 
fliall  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  tranfafting 
the  bufioefs  of  the  State  ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid  fi;  ft  and  twentieth 
days  of  October  fliould  be  Sunday,   then,  and  in  iuch  cafe,  the 
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eleftions  ihall  be  held  and  the  General  Alfcmbly  meet  the  next  'dzf 
following. 

XX  VIII.  To  prevent  any  violence  or  force  being  ufed  at  the  faid 
elections,  no  perfons  (hall  come  armed  to  any  of  them ;  and  no  muf- 
ter  of  the  militia  Ihall  be  made  on  that  day,  nor  fliall  any  battalion 
or  company  give  in  their  votes  immediately  fucceedmg  each  other^ 
if  any  other  voter  who  offers  to  vote  objeds  thereto ;  nor  fliall  any 
battalion  or  company  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  or  of  this  or  any 
other  State,  be  fuffered  to  remain  at  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
the  faid  elections,  nor  within  one  mile  of  the  faid  places  refpe6tively, 
for  twenty-four  hours  before  the  opening  the  faid  eledions,  nor  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  fame  are  clbfed,  fo  as  in  any  manner  to 
impede  the  freely  and  conveniently  carrying  on  the  faid  elcftion : 
provided  always,  that  every  eleftor  may  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner  give  in  his  vote  on  the  faid  day  of  eledion, 

XX.  There  fhall  be  no  eftablifhment  of  any  one  religious  feft  in 
this  State  in  preference  to  another ;  and  no  clergyman  or  preacher 
of  the  gofpel,  of  any  denomination,  iliall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
civil  office  in  this  State,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  while  they  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
the  pafloral  fun(5lion. 

XXX.  No  article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Fundamental 
Kules  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  nor  the  firft,  fe- 
cond,  fifth,  (except  that  part  thereof  that  relates  to  the  right  of  fuf- 
frage)  twenty-fixth  and  twenty-ninth  articles  of  this  Conflitution, 
ought  ever  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence  whatever.  No  other  part 
of  this  Conflitution  fliall  be  altered,  changed  or  diminiflied,  without 
the  confent  of  five  parts  in  feven  of  the  AfTembly,  and  feven  mem- 
bers of  the  Legiflative  Council. 
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TERRITORY  N.  W.  of  the  OHIO, 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES, 

X  HIS  territory,  N.W.  of  the  Ohio,  is  fituated  between  3y°and 
50°  north  latitude,  and  60°  and  23**  weft  longitude. 

This  exteniive  tratl  of  country  is  bounded  north,  by  part  of  the 
porthern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States ;  eaft,  by  the  lakes  and 
Pennfylvania ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river ;  weft,  by  the  Mifliffippi. 
Mr.  Hutchins,  the  late  geographer  of  the  United  States,  eftimates, 
^hat  this  trad  contains  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  millions  forty 
thoufand  acres,  of  which  forty-three  millions  forty  thoufand  are 
water;  this  deducted,  there  will  remain  two  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  acres,  belonging  to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  except  a  narrow  ftrip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  fouth  of  lake  Erie,  and  ftretching  an  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit  of  Pennfylvania,  which  be^ 
longs  te  tonne^ticut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thefe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the  na- 
tives, and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Congrefs.  Beginning  on  the  me- 
ridian line,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundary'  of  Pennfylvania,  feven 
ranges  of  townfliips  have  been  ftarveyed  and  laid  off  by  order  of 
Congrefs.  As  a  north  and  fouth  line  ftrikes  the  Ohio  in  an  oblique 
direction,  the  termination  of  the  feventh  range  falls  upon  that  river, 
nine  miles  above  the  Muikingum,  which  is  the  firft  large  river  that 
falls  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms  the  junction  an  hundred  and  feventy- 
two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  including  the  windings  of  the  Ohio, 
though  in  a  direct  line  is  but  ninety  miles. 

The  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiflied,  and  which 
are  now  purchaling  under  the  United  States,  are  defined  within  the 
limits  already  mentioned.* 

On  thefe  lands  feveral  fettlements  are  commencing,  one  at  Marietta, 
at  the  mouth  of  Muikingum,  under  the  dire£lion  of  the  Ohio  com- 
pany :  another  between  the  Miami  river  ,  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Symmes ;  and  a  French  fettlement  at  Gall iopol is.     There 

are 
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are  feveral  other  tra£ls  delineated  on  the  map,  which  have  becti 
granted  by  Congrefs  to  particular  companies,  and  other  trads  for 
particular  ufps,  wljicl;^  remain  without  any  Eaglifh  fettlements. 

lACEM  THE  pOUNTRY,  SOIL,  AND  PRODUCTIONSV 

..  Our  remarks  on  thefe  heads,  befides  \vhat  the  reader  will  find  in^ 
terlperled  in  the  defcription  of  the  rivers,  we  add  from  an  aiiony* 
jnous  pamphlet  publiilied  not  long  fi nee,  which  we  prefume  is  the 
pioil  lauthtntic,  refpefting  the  part  of  that  country  which  has  been 
purchafed  of  the  Indians,  of  any  that  has  been  laid  before  the  public. 
''  The  VindiiVmgiiinied  terms  of  admiration  that  are  commonly 
ufed  in  fpeaking  of  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on  the  weftern 
waters  of  the  United  States,  v/ould  render  it  dlinailt,  without  accu- 
rate attention  in  the  furveys,  to  afcribe  a  preference  to  any  particu- 
lar part  3  or  lo  give  a  juil:  defcription  of  the  territory  under  con- 
■iideratian,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpe(5ted  of  exaggeration  : 
but  in  fbls  we  have  the  united  opinion  of  the  geographer,  the  fur- 
rkym-^,  and  every  traveller  that  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
rlxe^'ico'untry,  and  marked  every  natural  obje^  with  the  moft  fcru^ 
pifl6ii&exa(5tnefs — that  no  part  of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many 
advantages,  in  point  of  health,  fertility,  variety  of  productions,  ancl 
t^rgigrr'intercourfr,  as  that  which  ftretches  frpm  the  Mufkinguniitq. 
the-Scioto  and  the  great  iVliami  rivers,*  ' 

/^'  Colonel  Gordon,  in  his  Journal,  fpeaking  of  a  much  larger 
range  of  country,  in  which  this  is  included,  and  makes  unqueilidn* 
ably  the  fiueft  part,  has  the  following  oblervation :  *'  Tlie  country 
on  the  Ohio  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  large  level  fpot?  of  rich 
laiid,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  remark  of  this  nature 
will  ferve  for  the  whole  trad  of  the  globe  comprehended  between 
the  weftern  Ikirts  of  the  Allegany  mountains ;  thence  running  fouth- 
weltwarc^ly  to  the  diftanee  of  five  hundred  miles  to  the  Ohio  falls ; 
then  crofiing  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Ohio  ;  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  feparates 
the  lakes  and  Ohio  ilreams  to  French  creek  :  this  country  may, 
from  a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the  moft  healthy,,  the 

'^  A  gentleman  wliohas  viHted  this  country,  fuppofes  this  account  is  a  little  toa 
highly  embellilhed  ;  be  3ck.nowle<iges  that  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  but  thinks  that 
there  are  other  parts  of  the  weftern  unfettled  country,  which  unite  at  kali  as  many,  if. 
mxt  n'iore  advantagcr,  than  tlie  traft  above  mentioned^ 
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rooft  picafant,  the  moft  commodious  and  moft  fertile  fpot  of  earth, 
known  to  the  European  people. 

**  The  lands  on  the  various  ftrcams  above  mentioned,  which  fall 
into  the  Ohio,  are  now  more  accurately  known,  and  may  be  defcribe4 
with  confidence  and  precifion.  They  are  interfperfed  with  all  the 
variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  the  pleafantnefE  of  iituation,  ancj. 
lays  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an  agricultural  and  manufaci. 
turing  people.  Lnrge  level  bottoms,  or  natural  meadows,  from 
twenty  to  fifty  miles  in  circuit,  are  every  where  found  bordering 
the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country  in  the  interior  parts.  Thele 
afford  as  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined,  and  may  be  reduced  tp 
proper  cultivation  with  very  little  labour.  It  is  faid,  that  in  many 
of  thefe  bottoms  a  man  may  clear  an  acre  a  day,  fit  for  planting  with 
Indian  corn,  there  being  no  undei  wood  ;  and  the  trees  growing  very 
high  and  large,  but  not  thick  together,  need  nothing  but  girdling, 

"  The  prevailing  growth  of  timber,  and  the  more  ufeful  trees, 
are,  maple  or  fugar  tree,  fycamore,  black  and  white  mulberry,  black 
and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chefnut ;  white,  black,  Spanifii  and 
chefnut  oaks,  hiccory,  cherry,  buckwood  or  horic  chefnut,  honey 
locuft,  elm,  cucumber  tree,  lyn  tree,  gum  tree,  iron  wood,  afii, 
afpin,  faflafras,  crab  apple  tree,  paupaw  or  cuflard  apple,  a  variety 
of  plum  trees,  nine-bark,  fpire  and  leather-wood  buflies.  General 
Parfons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree  near  Mulkingum,  whofe  cir- 
cumference, at  five  feet  from  the  ground,  was  twenty-twp  feet.  A 
fycamore,  near  the  fame  place,  meafured  forty-four  feet  ip  circum- 
ference, at  fome  diftance  from  the  ground.  White  and  black  oak, 
and  chefnut,  with  moft  of  the  abovermentioned  timbers,  grow  large 
and  plenty  upon  the  high  grounds :  both  the  high  and  low  lands 
produce  vaft  quantities  of  natural  grapes  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
the  fettlers  univerfally  make  a  fufiiciency  of  rich  red  wine  for  their 
own  confumption.  It  is  afl^prted  in  the  old  fett^ement  of  St.  Vincent, 
where  they  have  had  opportunity  tq  try  it,  that  age  will  render  th^s 
wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  European  wines.  Cotton  is  the  nj^» 
tural  production  of  this  country,  and  grows  in  great  perfection. 

"  The  fugar  maple  is  a  moft  valuable  tree  for  an  inland  country; 
any  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  for  ever  fupplicd  with  a  fufiiciency 
of  fugar,  by  preferving  a  few  trees  for  the  ufe  qf  each  family  :  a  tree 
will  yield  about  ten  pounds  of  fugar  a  year,  and  the  labour  is  very 
trifling:  the  fap  is  extracted  in  the  months  of  February  and,  March, 

Vol.  II.  3  0^  and 
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apd  granulated,  by  the  limplc  operation  of  boiling,  to  a  fugar  equal 
in  flavour  and  whitenefs  to  the  bell  Mufcovado. 
,  "  Springs  of  excellent  water  abound  in  every  part  of  this  terri- 
tory ;  and  fmall  and  large  ftreams,  for  mills  and  other  purpofes,  are 
^flually  interfperfed,  as  if  by  art,  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  no  de^ 
ficiency  in  any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

"  Very  little  wafle  land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  tra6t  of 
country  ;  tliere  are  no  fwamps  but  fuch  as  may  be  readily  drained, 
^nd  made  into  arable  arid  meadow  land;  and  though  the  hills  are  fre*« 
quent,  they  are  gentle  and  fvvelling,  no  where  high  or  incapable  of 
tillage  ;  they  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  produ(5i:ion  of  v/heat,  rye,  indigo, 
tobacco,  &:c.  ,.,- 

"The  communications  between  this  country  and  the  fe^  will  be 
principally  in  the  four  following  dire6tions : 

'*  I.  The  route  through  the  Scioto  and  Mulkingum  to  lake  Erie, 
and  fo  to  the  river  Hudfon,  which  has  been  already  defcribed, 

*'  2.  The  paflage  pp  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  to  the  portage 
above  mentioned,  which  leads  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Poto-i 
mack ;  this  portage  js  thirty  miles,  and  will  probably  be  rendered 
much  lefs  by  the  execution  of  the  plans  now  on  foot  for  opening  th^ 
navigation  of  thofe  waters, 

"  3.  The  Great  Kanhaway,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio  frpm  the 
Virginia  fliore,  between  the  Hockhocking  and  the  Scioto,  x)per]s^a 
extenfive  navigation  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and  leaves  but  eighteen 
miles  portage  from  the  navigable  waters  of  James  river  in  Virginia, 
This  communication  for  the  country  between  Mulkingum  arid  Scioto, 
will  probably  be  more  ufed  than  any  other  for  the  exportation  of 
manufactures  and  other  light  and  valuable  articles,  and  efpecially 
for  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities,  which  may  be  brought 
from  the  Chefapeak  to  the  Ohio  much  cheaper  than  they  are  now 
carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Carliile,  and  fh^  other  thick-fetileid  back 
counties  or  rennlyivania.* 

"  4.  But  the  current  down  the  Ohio  and  Miffillippi,  for  heavy 
articles  that  fuit  the  Florida  and  Wefl-Indi^  markets,  fuch  as  corn, 
flour,  beef,  lumber,  &c.  will  be  more  frequently  loaded  than  any 
ftreams  on  earth.    The  diftance  froni  the  Scioto  to  the  MilTiflippi  i^ 

*  We  think  It  right  to  notice  that  ^  gentlem^  of  much  obferyation,  and  a  great  tra- 
vcller  in  thii  country,  is  cf  opinion,  that  tliis  communication  or  route  is  chimerical. 

eight 
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tight  h-iitidred  miles,  from  thence  to  the  fea  is  nine  hundred.  This 
Whole  toiirfe  is  eafiiy  run  in  fifteen  days,  and  the  pafTage  up  thofe 
rivers  is  not  fo  difiicult  as  has  ufually  been  reprefented.  It  is  found, 
by  late  experiments,  that  fails  are  ufed  to  great  advantage  againft 
the  current  of  the  Ohio  ;  and  it  is  vi'orthy  of  obfervationj  that  in  all 
probability  fteam  boats  will  be  found  to  do  infinite  fervice  in  all  ou^ 
extenfive  river  navigation. 

"  The  defign  of.Congrefs  and  of  the  Ohio  company  is,  that  the 
fettlements  (hall  proceed  regularly  down  the  Ohio,  and  northward 
to  lake  Erie ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  not  many  years  will  elapfe^ 
before  the  whole  country  above  Miami  will  be  brought  to  that  de- 
gree of  cultivation,  which  will  exhibit  all  its  latent  beaufies,  and 
juftify  thofe  defcriptions  of  travellers  w^iich  have  fo  often  made  it 
the  garden  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  wealth,  and  the  center  of  a 
great  empire.  •  *         * 

"  No  country  is  better  flocked  with  wild  game  of  every  kind  * 
innumerable  herds  of  deer  and  wild  cattle  are  flieltered  in  the  groves^ 
and  fed  in  the  extenlive  bottoms  that  every  where  abound  ;  an  un- 
queftionable  proof  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil :  turkies,  geefe^ 
ducks,  fwans,  teal,  pheafants,  partridges,  &c.  are,  from  obfervation, 
believed  to  be  in  greater  plenty  here,  than  the  tame  poultry  are  in 
any  part  of  the  old  fettlements  in  America. 

"  The  rivers  are  well  flored  with  fifh  of  vadous  kinds,  and  many 
of  them  of  an  excellent  quality :  thry  are  generally  large,  though  o£ 
different  fizes ;  the  cat  ^fh,  which  is  the  largeft,  and  of  a  delicioua 
flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pounds.'* 

The  Mufkingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  fo  high  as  to 
prevent  its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  at  its 
confluence  with  the  Ohio,  and  navigable  by  large  batteaux  and  barges 
to  the  Three  Legs  ;  and  by  fmall  ones  to  the  lake  at  its  head.  FrorO' 
thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile,  a  commutiication  is  opened 
to  lake  Erie,  through  the  Cayahoga^  which  is  a  ftream  of  great 
utility,  navigable  the  whole  length  without  any  obftrudtion  from  falls. 
From  lake  Erie  the  avenue  is  well  known  to  the  Hudfon,  in  the  State 
of  New- York. 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Mulkingum,  though  fomeWhat 
iiiferior  in  fize.  It  is  navigable  for  large  bolits  abdut  feventy  miles, 
and  for  fmall  ones  mucb  farther.  On  the  banks  of  this  very  uf.ful 
Jlream  are  found  inexhauftible  quarries  offree-ftone,  large  beds  of 
iron  ore,  and  fome  rich  mines  of  lead.  Coal  mines  and  fait  fprings 
,  3CLZ  are 
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are  frequent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  ftream,  as  they  are  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  weflern  territory.  The  fait  that  may  be  obtained  from 
thofe  fprings  will  afford  an  inexhaullible  ftore  of  that  neceflary  ar- 
ticle. Beds  of  white  and  blue  clay,  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  like- 
wife  found  here,  fuitable  for  the  manufaifture  of  glafs,  crockery,  and 
other  earthen  wares.  Red  bole  and  many  other  ufeful  fofiils  have  ijeen 
obferved  on  the  branches  of  this  river. 

The  Scioto  is  a  larger  river  than  either  of  the  preceding,  and  opens 
a  ipore  extenfive  navigation.  It  is  pafllible  for  large  barges  for  twa 
hundred  miles,  with  a  portage  of  only  four  miles  to  the  Sandulky,  a 
good  navigable  flream  that  fails  into  the  lake  Erie.  Through  the 
Sandufky  and  Scioto  lies  the  moil  common  pafs  from  Canada  to  the. 
Ohio  and  MiiTiffippi  ;  one  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  ufeful  communis 
cations  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  country.  Prodigious  extenfions 'of 
ierrhory  are  here  c<ynne(fted  ;  and,  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
weftern  parts  of  Canada,  lake  Erie,  and  the  Kentucky  countries  are 
fettlingi  we  may  anticipate  an  immenfe  intercourfe  between  them, 
the  lands  on  the  borders  of  the  middle  ftreams,  from  this  circum- 
ftance  al<[>ne,  afide  from  their  natural  fertility,  mufl  be  rendered 
very  valuable.  The  flour^  corn,  flax,  hemp,  &c.  raifed  for  expor- 
tation in  that  great  country  between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Ontario, 
will  find  an  outlet  through  lake  Eric  and  thefe  rivers,  or  down  the 
MilTillippi.  The  Ohio  mercljant  can  give  a  higher  price  than  thofe  of 
Q^iebec  for  thefe  commodities,  as  they  may  be  tranfported  from 
the  former  ta  Florida  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  with  lefs  expenfe, 
rifle,  and  infurance^  than  from  the  latter  ;  while  the  expenfe  from  the 
place  of  growth  to  the  Ohio  will  not  be  one  fourth  of  what  it  would 
be  to  Quebec^  and  much  lefs  than  even  to  the  Oneida  lake.  The 
ftfeam  of  Scioto  is  gentle^  and  no  where  broken  by  falls:  at  forae 
places,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  it  overflows  its  banks,  thus  providing 
for  large  Jiatural  rice  plantations.  Salt  fprings,  coalmines,  white 
and  bine  clay,  and  free-ftone,  abound  in  the  country  adjoinitig  thk 
river.  .  ■ 

The  Little  Miami  is  too  fmall  for  batteaux  navigation.  =  Its  banks 
are  good  landj  and  fo  high  as  to  prevent,  in  common,  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  water.  .:.••. 

The  Great  Miami  has  a  very  flony  channel,  smd  afwift  ftrcam* 
but  no  falls.  It  is  formed  of  feveral  large  branches,  which  are  paf- 
fable  for  boats  a  great  diftance.  One  branch  comes  from  the  weff, 
atid  rifes  in  the  Vvabafh country  ;  anotlier  riles  near  the  head  waters 

of 
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of  Miami  river,  which  runs  into  lake  Erie ;  and  a  iliort  portage 
divides  another  branch  of  Sandulfcy  river.  It  alfo  interlocks  with  the 
Scioto. 

The  Wabafli  is  a  beautiful  river,  with  high  and  fertile  banks.  It 
empties  into  the  Ohio  by  a  mouth  two  hundred  and  ieventy.  yards 
wide,  one  thoufand  and  twenty  miles  below  fort  Pitt*  in  the  fpring, 
fummer,  and  autumn,  it  is  paflable  for  batteaux  drawing  thr-cse  feet 
water,  four  hundred  and  twelve  miles,  to  Ouitanon,  a  inaali  French 
lettJement,  «n  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  j  and  for  large  canoes  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  miles  farther,  to  the  Miami  carrying  place, 
nine  miles  from  Miami  village.  This  village  flands  on  Miami  river, 
which  empties  into  the  fouth-weft  part  of  lake  Erie.  The  communi* 
cation  between  Detroit,  and  the  Illinois,  and  Ohio  countries,  is  up 
Miami  river  .to  Miami  village,  thence,  by  land,  nine  miles,  when 
the  rivers  are  high ;  and  from  eighteen  to  thirty  when  they  are  low, 
through  a  level  country  to  the  Wabafli,  and  through  the  various 
branches  of  the  Wabafli  to  the  places  of  defdnation. 
.  A  filver  mine  has  been  dil covered  about  twenty-eight  miles  above 
Ouitanon,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Wabafli.  Salt  fprings,  lime, 
free-Hone,  blue,  yellow,  and  white  clay,  are  found  in  plenty  upon 
this  river.  i  ?r  -on;* 

The  rivers  Avafe  and  Kalkaikias  empty  into  the  MiiTiflippi  from 
the  north-ealt ;  the  former  is  navigable  for  boats,  fixty,  anci  the  latter, 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  They  both  run  through  a  ricih 
country,  which  has  extend ve  meadows. 

Between  the  Kaflcafkias  and  Illinois  rivers,  which  are  eighty-fvSur 
Biiles  apart,  is  an  exteniive  trad  of  level,  rich  land,  which  termii. 
Dates  in  a  high  ridge,  about  fifteen  miles  before  you  reach  the  Illinois 
river.  In  this  delightful  vale  are  a  number  of  French  villages^  which, 
together  with  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  weflern 
fide  of  the  MiflifTippi,  contained  in  1771^  ojie  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  feventy-three  fencible  men. 

One  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  and  eighteen 
miles  above  the  Miffouri,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the  Mifliiflippr 
from  the  north-eaft  by  a  mouth  four  hundred  yards  wide.  This 
river  is  bordered  with  fine  meadows,  which  in  fome  places  extend 
as  fiar  as  the  eye  can  .reach :  this  riverfurnifhe^  a  communication  with 
lake  Mchigan,  by  the  Chicago  river,  between  which  and  the  Illinois 
are  two  portages,  the  longell  of  which  docs  not  exceed  four  miles. 
I^jeeeives  a  number  of  rivers,  which  arc  from  twenty  to  one  hundred 

yards 
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yards  wide,  and  navigable  for  boats  from  fifteen  to  one  bunded  and 
eighty  miles.  On  the  north-weftern  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal  mine^ 
which  extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  below  the  coal  mine  are  two  fait 
ponds,  one  hundred  yards  in  circumference,  and  feveral  feet  in  depth. 
The  water  is  ftagnant,  and  of  a  yellowifli  colour;  but  the  Frenchf, 
and  natives  make  good  fait  from  it.  The  foil  of  the  Illinois  country 
is,  in  general,  of  a  fuperior  quality  :  its  natural  growth  confifts  of 
oak,  hiccory,  cedar,  mulberry,  &c.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal 
plants  of  feveral  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes.  As  bar  back  as 
the  year  1769,  the  French  fettlers  made  one  hundred  and  ten  hog- 
llieadsof  flrong  wine  from  thefe  grapes.  .V'^ 

There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  fize  and  importance  w?tfi 
thofe  we  have  been  defcribing,  which  are  not  fufficiently  kn^oyn 
for  accurate  defcriptions.  :''A../i^r.fj'"iJ..;^ 

CIVILDIVISIONS. 

That  part  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguifiicd, 
and  which  is  fettling  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  is 
divided  into  four  counties,  as  follows : 

Wafhington,  created  July  26th,       1788  "^ ' '  \    -4 

Hamilton,      —       January  2d,  1790  '  , 

St.  Clair,       April  27th,  1790 

-iii -jii.  Knox,  Jvn3  2oth,  1790 

Thefe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil  andmif 
litary  officers.  The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  divided  into  three  diftri(^s, 
viz.  the  diftri^l  of  Cahokia,  the  diflrid  of  Prairie-du-rochers,  and  the 
dillrift  of  Kalkaikias.  Courts  of  general  quaner  fefiions  of  the  peace, 
county  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  probate,  to  be  held 
in  each  of  thefe  diftrids,  as  if  each  was  a  diftinft  county  ;  the 
officers  of  the  county  may  ad  by  deputy,  except  in  the  diftrid  where 
they  refide.  "  ';  ^;i  .  f 

ANTIQUITIES,  CURIOSITIES,  &c. 

The  number  of  old  forts  found  in  the  Kentucky  country  are  the 
admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  fpeculation  j  they 
are  rnoftly  of  an  oblong  ,fo!rii:i,''fifur,ted  on  ftrong,  well-chofea 
ground,  and  contiguous  to  water  :  when,  by  whom,  and  for  what 
purpofes,j:Jt^fe,iv^^^p  th^TQwn.  up,  -is  vLac^SLm.-,  theyrOi^  jundpubtediy 
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very  ancient,  as  there  is  not  the  leaft  vifible  difference  in  the  age  or 
fLze  of  the  timber  growing  on,  or  within,  thefe  forts,  and  that  which 
grows  without ;  and  the  old  natives  have  loft  all  tradition  refpeding 
them.  Dr.  Cutler,  who  has  accurately  examined  the  trees  on  thele 
forts,  and  which  he  thinks,  from  appearances,  are  the  fecond 
growth,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  muft  Jiave  been,  built  upwards  of 
■one  thouland  years  ago  :  they  muft  have  been  the  efforts  of  a  people 
much  more  devoted  tQ  labour  than  the  prefent  race  of  Indians ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  could  be  conflruded  without  the 
ufe  of  iron  tools.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from  thefe  always  flands  a 
fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  and  feeow 
in  fome  meafure  proportioned  to  the  fize  of  its  adjacent  fortification- 
On  examination,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  fubffance, 
fuppofed  to  be  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind. 

Under  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extenfive  meadows,  or,  as 
the  French  call  them,  Prairie,  which  anfwer  to  what,  in  the  fouthern 
States,  are  called  Savannas  J  they  are  a  rich  plain,  without  trees,  and 
covered  with  grafs ;  fome  of  thefe,  between  St.  Vincennes  and  the 
jyiilfiffippi,  are  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  extent.  In  pafling  them,  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  ;  but  there 
is  plenty  of  deer,  wild  cattle,  bears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable 
6ocks  of  turkies ;  thefe,  with  the  green  grafs,  form  a  rich  and  beau- 
tiful profpedt. 

The  'polls  eftabliflied  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  are  as 
follow  :  Franklin,  on  French  creek  ;  Harmar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mulkingum  ;  Stuben,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio ;  Fayette,  Hamil- 
ton, Knox,  Jefferfon,  St.  Clair,  Marietta,  and  St.  Vincennes. 

.gon^q  -^ni  tr,       POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  large  tra<5l  of  country  has  not 
been  afcertained.  '  ut  from  the  beft  data  the  author  has  received, 
the  population  may  be  eflimated  as  follows  : 

Indians  (fuppofe) 65,000*   179a 

Ohio  Company  purchafe      •;,  ,.»,j  ,•  .-^^.sii  i-i,^     *        2,500     do. 
Col.  Symmes' fettlements      .   ",     ,,,»,..,  ^  f,,,,    .        2,000    do. 

V  ^'*rhe  tribes' who  inhabit  this  country  are  the  Plantias,  on  both  fides  the  MiffiHippi; 
the  Cafcjucrafquias,  on  the  Illinois  ;  the  Piankaftiaws  and  other  tribes,  on  the  Wa- 
bafti  ;  the  Shawauf  fc,  on  the  Scioto  ;  the  Deiawares,  the  Mianiis,  the  Ouifcons,  Maf- 
contens,  Sakies,  Sioux,  Mekekouakis,  the  Pilans,  Powtowatamis,  Meflaques,  Octawas, 
<;;ihjpewas,  aijd  Wiandots.     The  whole  amounting  to  the  above  number. 

3  Galliopolis 
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Galliopolis  (French  fettlemeilt)  oppofite  the  Kanhawa 

river 1,000  I792» 

Vincei'.nes  and  its  vicinity,  on  the  Wabafli,      ,      .  1,500  do. 

Kaikafkias  and  Cahokia         .......  680  i790i 

At  Grand  Ruilleau,  village  of  St.  Philip,  and  Prairie- 

dii-iochers        ♦.,..♦,,♦,  240  do. 


Total     72,920 


In  1790,  there  were  in  the  town  of  Vincetittes  about  forty  Amc* 
rican  families  and  thirty-one  Haves;  and  on  the  Miififfippi,  forty 
American  families  and  feventy-three  Haves,  all  included  in  the  above 
cHimate.  On  the  Spanifli  or  weftern  fide  of  the  Mifliflippi,  there 
were  in  1790,  about  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  perfons,  principally 
aJt  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis. 
♦ 

GOVERNMENT,    Sic. 

By  an  ordinance  o^  Congrefs,  pafled  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787, 
this,  country,  forthe  purpofes  of  temporary  government,  was  eret^ed 
into  one  diftrict,  fubje<5t,  however,  to  a  divifion,  when  circqniilances 
fhall  make  it  expedient.  -i*    >-  ^       * 

In  the  fame  ordinance  it  is  pro^Pided,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  a 
governor,  vvhofe  commiiTion  Ihall  continue  in  force  three  years,  un-^ 
Jefs  fooner  revoked. 

The  governor  muft  refide  in  the  diftri(5V,  and  have  a  freehold 
eftate  therein,  in  one  thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercife  of 
his  office. 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  to  con- 
tinue in  ofiice  four  years,  linlefs  fooner  removed,  who  muft  refide 
in  the  diftri6t,  and  have  an  eftate  of  live  hundred  acres  of  land,  while 
in  office. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the  afts  and 
laws  of  the  legiflature,  the  public  records  of  the  dillrid,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive  department;  and  to 
tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  fuch  ads  and  proceedings,  every  fix 
months,  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

♦  The  ordinance  provides,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  three  judges, 
polfefled  each  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  diftridt  in  which  they 
are  to  relide,^^  and  to  hold  their  commillions  during  good  behaviour, 
any  two  of  whom  fhall  form  a  court,  which  fhall  have  a  common 

law 
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law  jurifdidtion.  The  governor  and  judges  are  authorifed  to  adopt 
and  publifli  in  the  diftrid,  fuch  laws  of  the  original  States,  criminal 
and  civil,  as  may  be  neceflary  and  beft  fuited  to  the  circumflances  of 
the  diftrift,  to  report  them  to  Congrefs;  and,  if  approved,  they 
fliall  continue  in  force  till  the  organization  of  the  General  Aflembly  of 
the  diftrid,  Tvho  lliall  have  authority  to  alter  them.  The  governor 
is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commiffion  their  officers, 
except  general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and  commiffioned  by 
Congrefs. 

Previoufly  to  the  organization  of  the  Aflembly,  the  governor  is  to 
appoint  fnch  magiflrates  and  civil  officers  as  fhall  be  deemed  neceflary 
for  the  prcfervation  of  peace  and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fliall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants  of  full 
age  in  the  diftrid,  they  flir.ll  receive  authority  to  ele6t  reprefenta- 
tives,  one  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  to  reprefent 
them  in  the  General  Aflembly  ;  the  reprefentation  to  increafe  pro- 
greffively  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  till  there  be 
twenty-five  reprefentatives ;  after  which,  the  number  and  proportion 
bf  the  reprefentatives  fliall  be  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  A  repre- 
fentative  muft  poflefs,  in  fee  fimple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
be  a  rcfident  in  the  diflri6l  ;  and  mufi:  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  refident  in  the  diftritl:,  three  years  preceding  his 
eleftion.  An  eleftor  muft  have  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diftrid,  muft 
be  a  refident,  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  tl>e  States,  or  mult 
poflefs  the  fame  freehold,  and  have  been  two  years  a  refident  in  the 
diftriift.  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  elected,  are  to  continue  in 
office  two  years. 

The  General  Aflembly,  or  Legiflature,  fliall  confift  of  (the  Gover- 
nor, Legifliitive  Council,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Legif- 
lative  Council  fliall  confift  of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office  five 
years,  nnlefs  looner  removed  by  Congrefs  ;  three  make  a  quorum. 
The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed  :  the  governor  and  reprefen- 
tatives, when  met,  fliall  nominate  ten  perfons,  refidcnts  in  the  dif- 
tri(^,  each  pofleflld  of  a  freehold  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  return  their  names  to  Congrefs,  who  fliall  appoint  and  commiffioii 
five  of  them  to  ferve  as  aforefaid. 

All  bills  pafled  by  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  and  in  Council,  fliall 
be  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  aflent ;  and  no  bill,  or  legiflative 
at'it  whatever,  fliall  be  of  force  without  his  aflTent.    The  go VQi-nor  fliall 

YoulU  3R  tee- 
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have  power  to  convene,  prorogue,  and  diflblve  the  General  Affen^bly, 
when,  in  his  opinion,  it  {hall  be  expedient. 

The  legiflatiire,  when  organized,  fhall  have  authority,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  ele6t  a  delegate  to  Congrefs,  who  fhall  have  a  feat  in  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during  this  tempo- 
rary government. 

**  And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  which  form  the  balls  whereon  thefe  republics,  their  laws 
and  conftitutions,  are  ere6ted  ;  to  fix  and  eftablifh  thofe  principles  as 
the  bafis  of  all  laws,  conftitutions,  and  governments,  which  for 
ever  hereafter  fliall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory  ;  to  provide  alfa 
for  the  eftablifliment  of  ftate  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
for  their  admiffion  to  fliare  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiflent  with 
the  general  intereft  :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid,  That  the  following  articles  fliall  be  confidered  as 
articles  of  compaft,  between  the  original  States  and  the  people,  and 
the  States  in  the  faid  territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable, 
unlefs  by  common  confent,  to  wit : 

"Art.  I.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner,  fliall  ever  be  molefted  on  account  of  his  mode  of 
worfliip  or  religious  fentiments  in  the  faid  territory. 

"  Art.  II.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fliall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial 
by  juiy,  of  a  proportionate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  legif- 
lature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the 
common  law  :  all  perfons  fhall  be  bailable,  unlefs  for  capital  of- 
fences where  the  proof  fhall  be  evident  or  the  prefumption  great : 
all  fines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unufual  punifliment  fliall 
be  inflicted  ;  no  man  fliall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  iliould 
the  public  exigencies  make  it  necelTary  for  the  common  prefervation 
to  take  any  perfon's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fervices, 
full  compenfation  fl^iall  be  made  for  the  fame  ;  and  in  the  juft  pre- 
fervation of  rights  and  property,  it  is  underllood  and  declared, 
that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  faid  ter- 
ritoiy,  that  fliall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affect* 
private  contracts  or  engagements  honafiJc^  and  without  fraud  prcvi- 
«ufly  formed. 

«  Art* 
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**  Art.  hi.  Religion^  morality  and  knowledge,  being  neceflary 
to  good  government  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  fchools  and 
the  means  of  education  ilia) I  for  ever  be  encouraged;  the  utmofl 
good  faith  (hall  always  be  obferved  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lanas 
and  property  fliall^never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  confent ; 
and  in  their  property,  rights  and  liberty,  they  fliail  never  be  invaded 
or  difturbed,  unlefs  in  juft  and  lawful  wars,  authorifed  by  Congrefs ; 
but  laws  founded  in  juftice  and  humanity  fliall  from  time  to  time  be 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preferving 
peace  and  friendfhip  with  them. 

«  Art.  IV.  The  faid  territory,  and  the  States  which  may  be 
formed  therein,  fliall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  fubje^t  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  to  fuch  alterations  therein  as  fliall  be  conftitutionally  made ; 
and  to  all  the  ads  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs 
aflembled,  conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  fettlers  in  the 
faid  territory  fliall  be  fubjeft  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  con- 
traded,,  or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 
penfes  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congrefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  common  rule  and  mealure,  by  which  apportion- 
ments thereof  fliall  be  made  on  the  other  States,  and  the  taxes  for 
paying  their  proportion  fliall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  diftrid,  or  diftrids,  or  new  States, 
as  in  the  original  States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  aflembled.  The  legiflatures  of  thofe  diftridts 
or  new  States  fliall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofal  of  the 
foil  by  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  nor  with  any  re- 
gulations Congrefs  may  find  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  title  in  fuch 
foil  to  the  lonafide  purchafers.  No  tax  fliall  be  impofedon  lands  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  cafe  fliafl  non-refident  pro- 
prietors be  taxed  higher  than  relidents.  The  navigable  waters 
leading  into  the  Mifliffippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying 
places  between  the  fame,  fliall  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory,  as  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  thofe  of  any  other  States 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impofl, 
or  duty. 

"  Art.  V.  There  fliall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territor}',  not  lefs 
than  three,  nor  more  than  five  States ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
States,  as  fooii  as  Virginia  fliall  alter  her  ad  of  ceffion,  and  confent 
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to  the  fame,  fliall  become  fixed  and  eflablilhed  as  follows,  viz.  The 
weftern  State  in  the  faid  territory  lliall  be  bounded  on  the  Miffiffippi, 
ithe  Ohio,  and  Wabafli  rivers ;  a  dired  line  drawn  from  the  Waba(h 
.and  Poft  Vincent  due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  faid  territorial  line  to  the  lake  of  the 
Wpods  and  the  Miffiffippi.  The  middle  State  {hall  be  bounded  by 
the  faid  direft  hne,  the  Wabafli  from  Poft  Vincent  to  the  Ohio ;  by' 
the  Ohio  by  a  dire6t  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid  territorial 
Jine.  Th^  eaftern  State  fliall  be  bounded  by  the  laft-mentioned  di- 
rect line,  the  Ohio,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  faid  territorial  line  ; 
provided,  however,  and  it  it  is  further  underftood  and  declared,  that 
the  boundaries  of  thefe  three  States  fliall  be  fubjeft  fo  far  to  be  al- 
tered, that  if  Congrefs  hereafter  fliall  find  it  expedient,  they  fliall 
have  authority  to  form  on^,  or  two  States,  m  that  part  of  the  faid 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eafl:  and  weft  line  drawn  through  the 
foutherly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  ;  and  when  any  of  the 
faid  States  fliall  have  fixty  thoufand  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch 
State  fliall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  refpec^s 
whatever ;  and  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution 
and  flate  government :  provided  the  conftitution  and  government 
lb  to  be  formed  fliall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
piples  contained  in  thefe  articles ;  and  fo  far  as  it  can  be  confiftent 
with  the  general  intereft  of  the  confederacy,  fuch  admiffion  fliall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a  lefs  number  of 
free  inhabitants  in  the  Slate  than  fixty  thoufand. 

^'  Art,  VI.  There  fliall  be  neither  fla very  nor  involuntary  fer- 
vitude  in  the  faid  territory,  otherwife  than  in  the  punifliment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  fliall  have  been  duly  convi61:ed  :  provided 
always,  that  any  perfon  efcaping  into  the  fame,  from  whom  labour 
or  fervice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  of  the  original  Stater  fuch  fugi- 
tive may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  perfon  claiming 
his  or  her  labour  or  fervice  as  aforefaid." 

Such  is  the  prefent  government  of  the  weftern  territory,  and  fuch 
the  political  obligations  of  the  adventurers  into  this  fertile  and  de- 
lightful part  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  for  the  government  of  this  territory, 
it  is  provided,  that  after  the  faid  territory  acquires  a  certain  degree 
of  population,  it  fliall  be  divided  into  States.     The  eallern  State, 

that 
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that  is  thus  provided  to  be  tn^de,  is  bounded  on  the  Great  Miami  on 
the  weft,  and  by  the  Pennfylvania  line  on  the  eaft.  The  center  of 
this  State  will  fall  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Hockhocking.  At  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thefe  rivers  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  government 
for  this  State ;  and,  if  we  may  indulge  the  fublime  contemplation  of 
beholding  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  fettled  by  an  en- 
lightened people,  and  continued  under  one  extended  government,  on 
the  river  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  this  fpot,  will  be  the  feat  of  empire 
for  the  whole  dominion.  This  is  central  to  the  whole  j  it  will  beft 
accommodate  every  part ;  it  is  the  moft  pleafant,  and  probably  the 
moft  healthful. 

The  fettlement  of  this  country  has  been  checked  for  feveral  years 
paft,  by  the  unhappy  Indian  war,  an  amicable  termination  of  which, 
ii  is  ardently  wifhed,  might  fpeedily  take  place. 
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